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JANE  DE  St.  REMY  DE  VALOIS, 
COUNTESS  DE  LA  MOTfE. 


I  COMMENCED  my  Life  with  the  be- 
ginning  of  my  misfortunes.  In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  preceding  volume,  I  have  obferved 
how  rapidly  they  accumulated,  how  inceflantly 
they  purfued  me.  In  the  fequel  of  this,  I  (hall 
prove  that  they  affailed  me  with  an  unabating 
energy,  which  can  only  terminate  in  the  graVe, 
to  which  I  feel  myfelf  haftily  approaching— 
that  grave  to  which  my  forrows  will  hurry 
me,  long  before  the  period  affigned  by  Nature 
for  the  duration  of  comfortable  exiftence. 
Vol..  II.  B  I  com* 
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I  commenced  with  the  hiftory  of  my  infant 
wretchednefs,  when  the  cravings  of  animal  ap- 
petite were  poorly  fatisfied  by  the  donations  of 
charity,  the  inconvenience  of  hunger  and  thirft, 
rags  and  wretchednefs,  and  the  cruel  punifh- 
ment  of  an  unfeeling  parent*— But  ftripes,  and 
wretchednefs,  and  all  the  temporary  inconve- 
niences of  appetite  unfatisfied,    nor  even    the 
whole  circle  of  miferies  which  had  perfecuted 
me,  to  the  period  from  whence  I  commence  this 
volume,   were  nothing,    compared  to  what.  I 
have  fince  fuffered  ;  were  nothing,  compared  to 
the  uneafinefs  of  my  mind,  even  at  the  very  re- 
collection of  what  I  have  fince  fuftained.— I 
have  dated  that  my  condudt  was  biafled,  that 
my  afflictions  were  acuminated,  by  thofe  ele- 
vated notions  which  I  had  imbibed  from  a  dying 
parent,  imprisoned  for  having  refumed  a  title 
which  he  claimed  as  his  birth-right,  and  in- 
ftantapeoufly  releafed,  upon  producing  that  pe- 
digree which  was  too  well  fubftantiated  to  admit 
a  doubt  of  its  authenticity.     I  have  run  through 
the  principal  incidents  of  my  life,  and  hinted 
thofe  circumftances  that  led  me  to  be  the  fa- 
vorite, the  confidant  of  a  Queen.— It  is  herey 
that  I  muft  lament  the  misfortunes  into  which 
I   was  hurried,    by   the  almoft   uncontrolable 
+  ebullitions 
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ebullitions  of  a  thoughtlefs  and  giddy  Vivacity,, 
which  afforded  my  enemies  an  opportunity  of 
taking  advantage  of  that  franknefs  of  flifpoiition, 
which,  unaccuftomed  to  fufpicion,  prevented 
me  from  difcovering  their  machinations,  till  I 
was  entangled  in  their  fnares.— I  know  not 
whether  my  readers  will  condemn,  or  pity,  that 
eafy  temper  which  facilitated  the  impofitions  of 
the  defigning,  and  deluded  me  to  be  fo  foolilhly  - 
attached  to,  and  fo  implicitly  guided  by,  thofe 
whofe  counfels  were  artful  to  perfuade. 

I  have  been  cenfured  by  my  enemies  for  hav- 
ing too  much  pride,  for  having  too  high  notions 
of  my  birth.  It  has  appeared,  poffibly,  to  the 
Englifh  reader,  that  I  have  a  degree  of  pride — 
I  will  not  myfelf  determine  whether  it  is  too 
little  or  too  much ;  but  my  enemies  at  leaft 
fhould  have  remembered,  in  their  accufation, 
that  the  imputation  of  pride  but  very  ill  accords 
with  fo  odious  a  charge  as  they  have  alledged  , 
againft  me.  I  appeal  to  the  hiftory  of  human 
nature,  if  pride  can  ftoop  to  fuch  an  a&  of  bafe- 
nefs  as  they  have  thought  fit  to  impute  to  me. 
But  malice  is  ever  blind,  and  defeats  its  own 
purpofes.  No  wonder  then,  if,  amongft  the 
multiplicity  of  falfities  which  have  been  forged  - 
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againfl:  me,  the  moft  glaring  incongruities 
fhould  appear.  My  accufers  have  aimed  at  too 
niuch  to  fee  entitled  to  credit ;  they  fhould  have 
been  more  confident. 

Having  premifed  thus  much,  I  muft  proceed 
to  make  a  melancholy  recital  of  my  own  dif- 
grace,  and  to  point  out  the  termination  of 
ambition,  under  the  influence  of  bad  counfels, 
and  giddy  vivacity,  to  which  I  at  length  fell  a 
martyr.  I,  therefore,  haften  to  refume  the 
thread  of  my  narration. 

The  day  that  the  decrets  were  delivered,  M. 
Doillot  came  to  enquire  of  Fremyn  if  he  could 
fee  me  the  next  day  ?  and  was  informed,  that, 
as  all  the  decrets  were  then  given  in,  he  and  the 
other  advocates  were  at  liberty  to  fee  us.  Fre- 
myn appeared  pleafed  at  having  feen  me,  and 
told  M.  Doillot  that  he  had  no  bufinefs  with  the 
other  Greffier,  but  that  he  had  begged  leave  to 
accompany  him,  that  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fatisfyirtg  his  curiofity.  He  told  M. 
Doillot,  that  he  conceived  it  impoffible  for  any 
one,  who  was  a  fpe&ator  both  of  my  appearance 
and  conduft,  to  fufpeftmy  being  guilty  of  the 
crime  laid  to  my  charge.     He  affe&ed  to  fpeak 

very 
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very  handfomely,  and  recommended  me  warmly 
to  M,  Doillot. 

It  is  neceflary  that  I  fhould  here  hint,  what 
I  had  every  reafon  to  fufpeft,  what  I  have  fince 
no  room  to  doubt,  that  the  Cardinal,  who  was 
as  it  were  at  large,  though  jn  the  Baflile,  had 
moft  of  the  officers  devoted  to  hi§  fprvice  ;  nay, 
fo  great  >vas  the  influence  of  his  family,  that 
even  his  judges  were  inclined  in  his  favor- 
that  even  the  power  of  the  Queen  could  not 
crufh  him.  To  fubftantiate  the  truth  of  my 
aflsrtion,  I  flull  briefly  relate  the  following  in* 
9i4pnt; f 

I  have  mentioned,  that  about  three  months 
before  I  had  been  attacked  by  convulfions.  In 
Confequence  of  my  indifpofition,  I  was  allowed 
a  nurfp,  who?  whenever  M.  Doillot  or  the  Go- 
vernor camp  to  fee  me,  ufed  to  go  down  among 
the  invalids.  The  Marquis  de  Pelport,  who 
had  means  to  communicate  every  thing,  had 
written  two  letters  defigned  for  his  family,  and 
begged  me  to  fend  my  woman  to  fetch  them, 
informing  me  that  they  were  inclofed  in  a  cover, 
and  concealed  before  the  window  of  the  ftair- 
cafe  oppofite  his  4oar?  in  a  particular  corner* 
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He  begged  me  to  ufe  my  influence  wilh  M.  . 
Doillot,  to  defire  that  gentleman  to  put  them 
into  the  poft,  or  forward  them  according  to 
their  addrefs.  My  woman,  having  defcended 
to  lead  her  dog  to  the  court,  in  re-afcending, 
brought  this  packet  from  M.  de  Pelport's  hiding- 
place,  without  the  leaft  difficulty  or  hefitation. 
I  was  pleafed  with  thc:  opportunity  of  obliging 
that  unfortunate  gentleman  :  my  advocate  took 
charge  of  them,  and  informed  me  that  he  put 
them  both  in  the  poft.  The  above-mentioned 
woman  had  for  a  long  time  been  fo  very  atten- 
tive, that  I  thought  proper  to  reward  her  fidelity 
with  feveral  prefents,  which  I  received  from 
my  friends,  of  money  and  other  things.  In 
fine,  I  repofed  in  her  the  greateft  confidence, 
which,  like  many  others  in  whom  I  have  too 
incautioufly  confided,  fhe  at  length  betrayed.—-. 
I  proceed  to  thofe  incidents  which  Jed  me  to 
fufpeft  her, 

I  had  obferved,  as  I  was  walking  upon  the 
tower  about  the  beginning  of  December,  with 
the  Governor  and  Lieutenant,  that  the  former 
always  found  fome  pretext  or  other  to  keep  be- 
hind us,  and  held  converfation  with  the  woman. 
This  was  repeated  fp  often,  that  I  wifhed  to 
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make   him  perceive   I   took   notice    of   their 
converting  together  fo  very  eameftly,  and  faid 
to  the  Governor,  in  a  rallying  tone,  "  Monfieur 
de  Launay,  I  really  believe  that  you  pay  your 
addreffes  to  my  ^mrfe."     In  this  rallying  man- 
ner did  I  treat  tfie  Governor  of  the  Baftile ;  and 
I  fhould  not  recite  fuch  trivial  circumftances, 
but  to  prove  two  things :  Firft,  that  this  nurfe, 
who  was  given  me  finder  the  pretext  of  kind- 
nefs  and  attention  to  my  indifpofition,  was  in 
fa&  but  a  fpy  over  my  a&ions,  which  fhe  com- 
municated to  the  Governor,   who,  as  I  have 
previoufly  hinted,  was  attached  to  the  intereft 
of  the   Cardinal;    and   laftly,    to   prove   that, 
amidft  the  terrors  o£  a  prifon,  amidft  the  hor- 
rors of  one  of  the  moft  terrible,  my  fpirits  were 
not  damped,  my  fortitude  was  not  weakened, 
and  my  gaiety  was  frequently  that  which  pro- 
claims  the  confidence  of  innocence— that  gaiety 
to  which  guilt  was  totally  a  ftranger. 

Though  I  affumed  this  air  of  pleafantry  with 
the  Governor,  I  knew  that  he  tampered  with 
my  nurfe  to  betray  my  fecrets.  What  after- 
wards happened,  convinced  me  that  my  conjec- 
tures were  not  erroneous, 

64  One 
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One  jnorning,  about  ten  o'clock,  the  Mar-r 
quis  de  Pelport  knocked,  to  intreat  me  t°  fend 
my  woman,  when  the  turnkey  brought  the 
dinner,  for  3.  moment  into  the  court,  under  the 
pretext  of  taking  down  her  dog.  I  confided  to 
this  woman  thfe  charge  of  fetching  frofla  the 
fame;  place  another  packet.  She  hefitated,  and 
feemed  cautious.  4*  Dp  you  kpow,  Madam," 
fai4  ftie,  45  that  you  are  placed  under  my  care, 
and  that  I  am  in  the  ftjtion  of  a  turnkey  ?  And 
fhould  I  chance  to  be  difcovered,  the  Baron  de 
Breteuil  will  certainly  confine  me  in  prifon  for 
life.  As  to  the  firft  packet,"  added  (he,  "  I 
believed,  as  vyas  the  cafe,  that  it  was  nothing  but  a 
paper  which  concerned  ypu  and  the  Marquis  de 
Pelport ;  unlefs  I  had  been  convinced  of  this, 
I  certainly  fhould  not  have  doqe  as  I  did."— 
This  woman  at  length,  apparently  prevailed  on 
by  my  entreaties,  went  down,  and  remained 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  once  conceived 
that  fhe  was  faithful,  that  {he  was  attached  to 
my  intereft :  her  fidelity,  her  attachment,  ex- 
ifted  only  in  my  own  imagination.  She  pre-r 
tended,  on  her  return,  that  many  people  who 
were  paffing  and  repaffing  had  prevented  her 
from  doing  as  I  defired  her.  "  Very  well,"  re- 
plied I ;  "  tWfyl  ihall  inform  the  Marquis  that 

he 
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he  muA  again  take  care  of  his  packet,  when  he 
goes  to  take  his  walk  in  the  court."  "  Per- 
haps I  ihall  find  means,*'  added  fhe,  "  to,  com- 
ply with  your  requeft,  when  you  go  to  walk.'* 
"  True,'*  replied  I ;  "  I  ihall  walk  about  one 
o'clock  upon  the  tower,  with  the  Lieutenant,*' 
a$d  was  pleafed  that  fhe  her  felf  fhould  point  out 
fugh  jn  opportunity  to  favor  njy  inclination.— 
She.  pretended  that,  on  account  of  its  being  fo 
very  cold?  fhe  would  rather  remain  in  my 
chamber. 

When  I  returned  from  my  walk,  I  found  my 
woman  upon  the  ftair-cafe ;  fhe  informed  me 
that  fhe  had  been  hindered  by  feveral  people, 
afid  engaged  till  that  very  moment.  Finding  I 
could  place  no  dependance  on  the  promifes  of 
this  woman,  I  defired  the  unfortunate  Marquis 
to  take  back  his  papers, 

I  had  fufpicions,  indeed  I  had  hints,  that  this 
womaa  betrayed  my  confidence.  Impreffed  with 
this  idea,  that  fame  day  I  myfelf  fpoke  to  the 
Governor,  telling  him  that  I  had  no  more  occa- 
fion  for  the  woman ;  and  in  the  evening  told 
her,  that  fhe  fhould  not  fleep  in  my  chamber, 
and  that  I  wifhed  to  fee  her  no  more.     The 

Governor 
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Governor  remonftrated  ftrongly  in  her  favor; 
but  all  his  importunities  availed*  nothing,  I  re- 
mained fteady  in  my  refolution.     About  feven 
in  the  evening  the  Marquis  de  Pelport,  difap-r 
pointed  in  the  means  of  conveying  his  packet, 
and  having  racked  his  wits  to  find  fome  fcheme 
to  effect  his  purpofe,  (what  I  am  going  to  relate 
will  prove  that  he  pofleffed  a  brain  fertile  in  ex- 
pedients) knocked  again.     "  Throw  me/*  feicj 
he,  as  I  interpreted  his  knocking,  "  out  of  your 
window  a  fmall  cruft  of  bread,  tied  faft  to  a 
quantity  of  thread,  and  contrive  to  make  it  fall 
about  the  center  of  the  window.     I  will  after-, 
wards  explain  for  what  reafon." 

Without  the  mod  diftant  idea  of  what  he 
meant,  I  haftened  to  perform  what  he  deiired. 
How  fruitful  is  neceffity  in  ingenious  refources  J 
— I  put  three  pieces  of  thread  together,  making 
knots  from  one  diftance  to  another,  that  the 
threads  fhould  not  be  feparated.  I  fattened  to  it 
the  cruft  of  bread,  which  I  cut  round  and  fevved 
up  in  a  fmall  piece  of  ribband,  and  threw  it  be- 
fore thofe  horrid  bars.  When  the  Marquis  per- 
ceived the  end,  having  without  doubt  a  little 
ftick  ready  to  lay  hold  of  it,  he  knocked  loudly, 
which  frightened  me  fo  much  that  I' neglected 
i  to 


.(II  )• 

±o  lower  the  ftring  fufficiently.  At  length  he 
caught  the  thread,  and  attached  to  it  a  pack- 
thread, which  I  drew  towards  me,  and  by  de- 
grees  brought  up  a  ftrong  cord,  at  the  end  of 
which  was  a  packet.  I  was  a  long  time  without 
being  able  to  fee  it ;  at  length,  after  having  rub- 
bed the  fkin  off  my  arms,  which  were  not  long 
enough  to  reach  fo  far,  I  effeftfid  my  purpofe. 
A  great  part  of  the  night  was  lpent  in  writing, 
but  not  without  great  apprehenfionfc  of  being 
<lifcovered* 

The  Marquis,  by  this  mode  of  communica- 
tion, fent  me  fcveral  letters  for  his  family,  and 
a  memoir  addreffed  to  the  Marfhal  de  Mouchy, 
his  relation.  This  memoir  intreated  his  re- 
lations to  make  the  moft  expeditious  application 
to  have  his  accufation  brought  forward  in  the 
parliament,  that,  if  he  was  really  condemned 
as  guilty  of  the  crime  alledged  againft  him,  he 
might  be  beheaded,  without  protra&ing  his  mi- 
ierable  exiftence  to  languifh  away  the  bloom 
of  his  life  in  the  dreary  manfions  of  folitary 
confinement.  He  urgently  requefted  them,  at 
all  events,  to  have  his  fentence  pronounced.— 
As  a  young  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  conne&ed 
py  fbfial  snd  domeftic  ties,  a  hufband,  and  the 
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father  of  four  children,  he  wifhed  for  death  or 
immediate  deliverance.  "  I  am  accufed,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  ofhavingfpoken  againft  the  Queen  % 
of  having  written  The  Evenings  of  Antoinette* 
and  a  pamphlet  againft  two  refpe&able  minifters* 
(M.  de  Vergenncs,  and  M.  de  Caftries).  I  only 
beg  that  I  may  be  confronted  with  my  enemies,, 
who  are  prejudiced  againft  me.  I  defire  no  fa- 
vor :  I  only  requeft  that  I  may  he  heard,  that 
I  may  be  permitted  to  fpeak  in  my  own  de- 
fence."—Such  were  the  expreflions  contained 
in  the  memoir,  together  with  fome  compli- 
mentary yerfes  addrefled  to  me,  wherein  he 
ftiled  me  hk  faviour  and  only  confolation..  All 
thsfe  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  good  Governor, 
who,  pleafed  with  fuch  an  opportunity,  and 
officious  to  prove  his  attachment  to  the  govern- 
ment, tranfmitted  them  to  the  Minifter. 

On  that  very  day,  when  I  went  to  the  Go- 
vernor's houfe  to  receive  the  decrets,  the  unfor- 
tunate Marquis  was  removed  to  another  tower. 
This  was  effected  under  the  pretext  of  fhewing 
him  another  chamber,  in  the  courfe  of  his  cuf- 
tomary  walk.  Here  they  (hut  him  up.— A^ 
foan  as  I  entered  my  chamber,  and  the  doors 
were  fhut,  I  rapped  to  inform  him:    nobody 
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anfWered.      I  repeated  my   knocks :    ftill  no 
reply. 

The  firft  time  St.  Jean  came  up,  who  was 
very  much  attached  to  the  Marquis,  I  enquired 
what  was  become  of  him.  He  anfwered  met 
with  a  diimal  countenance,  that  he  was  re- 
moved, and  it  was  all  my  fault,  for  having,put 
confidence  in  that  wicked  fpy.— The  removal 
of  the  Marquis  proves  the  revengeful  difpofition 
of  the  Governor.  For  having  feht  away  the 
creature  whom  he  patronized,  whom  he  placed 
in  my  chamber  to  be  a  fpy  upon  my  a&ions,  he 
wifhed  to  punifh  me,  by  depriving  me  of  every 
amufement,  that  I  might  be  entirely  delivered 
up  to  his  difpofal ;  but  I  had  Vowed  to  be  reso- 
lute. I  had  fuftained  the  lofs  of  a  brother  whom 
I  adored ;  yet  I  gathered  fome  confolation,  by 
refle&ing  upon  the  comparative  rniferies  of  my 
fellow  prifoner :  I  derived  a  momentary  relief 
from  contrafting  my  fkuation  with  that  of  the 
unfortunate  Marquis,  who  had  been  three  years 
and  an  half  confined  in  the  Baftile,  where  he 
had  been  permitted  to  fee  his  wife,  and  the  Che- 
valier his  brother,  only  three  times  during  that 
tedious  and  melancholy  period.— I  had  entrufted 
with  M.  Doillot  many  of  thefe  papers,  requeflv 

ins: 
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ing  him  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
fending  them,  which  he  conftantly  aflured  me 
that  he  had  pundtually  complied  witk. 

Thus  was  my  communication  with  the  Mar- 
quis de  Pelport  broken  off,  through  the  perfidy 
of  a  woman  whom  I  thought  connected  by  tie9 
of  gratitude,  by  the  attachment  of  intereft ; 
but  fhe  was  bought  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Baftile,  who  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  purchafecf 
by  the  houfe  of  Rohan,  to  whom  he  hired  out 
his  humanity,  his  honor,  his  duty. 

Concerning  the  fate  of  the  unhappy  Mar* 
quis,  and  what  afterwards  became  of  him, 
reports  were  various  and  uncertain.  Some  per- 
fons,  attached  to  the  police  of  Paris,  reported 
among  themfelves  that  he  was  at  liberty,  and 
out  of  the  Baftile ;  while  others  contradi&ed 
the  affertions  of  the  former,  and  gave  out  that 
he  was  fent  over  to  the  ifland  of  Saint  Margue- 
rite. 

I  now  return  to  purfue  my  narrative  with  lefs 
interruption. — On  the  2 1  ft  of  December  I  went 
again  to  the  Governor's  houfe,  to  be  interrogated 
by  M.  Titon  de  Vilotran,  a  Counfellor  of  Par- 
liament; 
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liament,  and  Fremyn  the  Regifter,  mentioned 
in  the  former  volume.     We  remained  together 
at  leaft  an  hour,  before  any  bufinefs  commenced. 
I  was  acquainted  with  M.  Titon,  and  greatly 
pleafed  that  he  was  to  be  my  judge.    He  begged 
me,  in  an  affable  manner,  to  liften  to  him  with 
calm  attention,  faying,  that  he  made  this  re- 
queft  becaufe  he  was  acquainted  with  my  natu- 
ral vivacity.  "  Without  doubt,**  continued  hef 
44  thefe  queftions  are  refpe&ing  a  very  difagree- 
able  circumftance;  but  I  hope,  Madam,  not- 
withftanding  that,  you  will  anfwer  them  with 
calmnefs  and  moderation.'*     After  this  preface* 
his  interrogatories  commenced,  which  were  the 
fame,  verbatim^  as  thofe  of  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  Police.     The  charge  was,  that  I  had  ab«* 
iconded  with  a  necklace.     My  anfwers  to  alt 
thefe  interrogatories,  uniformly  confiftent,  were 
precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  I  had  given  upon  x 
former  examination. 

♦  Meffrs.  Titon  and  Fremyn  then  begged  per- 
miflion  to  kifs  my  hand,  and  wifhed  me  all  the 
fuccefs  I  merited.  The  latter  informed  me,  that 
he  was  not  fure  when  the  confrontations  would 
commence;  and  we  then  parted,  apparently 
good  friends,  and  mutually  pleafed  with  each 

other. 
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other, — From  the  mild  behaviour  of  thefe  gen* 
tlemen,  I  augured  favorably  of  the  termination 
of  my  eaufe,  and  fallacioufly  predi&ed  that  my 
Sovereign  would  again  remember  her  {lave. 

This  examination  being  finiflied,  I  returned 
to  my  chamber,  to  commit  my  interrogatories 
t*  writing ;  and  about  a  week  after,  when  I 
faw  M.  Doillot,  I  gave  him  thefe  interrogator 
ries>  and  their  anfwers,  with  whicfr  he  appeared 
perfe&ly  fatisfied.-— I  was  then  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  the  Cardinal  had  really  accufed  me 
of  what,  from  the  improbability  of  the  circum- 
ftenee,  I  could  not  for  a  long  time  believe,  be- 
caufe  it  little  accorded  with  the  idea  that  I  had 
formed,  relative  to  fome  arrangements  which  I 
conceived  to  have  been  made  by  her  Majefty. — 
It  was,  that  mention  was  made  in  thefe  inter- 
rogatories of  a  perfbn  whofe  name  was  hinted  at, 
to  whom  I  had  fent  the  necklace,     I  could  not 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  this  interrogatory, 
and  communicated  to  M.  Doillot  my  furprize  on 
this  occafion.    This  gentleman  had  a  folution 
at  hand,   and  made  no  doubt,  as  he  informed 
pie,   that  the  Cardinal  having  .comntunicated 
every  circumftance  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
that  Minifter  had  artfully  contrived  means  that 

thofe 
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thofe  under  his  dire&ion  fhould  ufe  all  their 
arts  to  induce  me  to  bring  the  Queen  into  quef- 
tion,  that  flie  might  thereby  be  as  much  as  pof- 
iible  exalperated  againft  me.  It  appears  clearly 
from  this  interrogatory,  that  the  Cardinal  had 
effe&ually  contrived  this  bufinefs,  to  the  intent 
that  they  fhould  mention  d'Efclaux,  page  of  the 
Ghamber.  Whatever  reafon  might  have  biafed 
them  to  adopt  this  plan,  I  conceived  it  would 
eventually  turn  out  to  my  advantage.  \  poifed 
this  circumftance  well  in  my  own  mind,  and, 
in  whichever  point  of  view  I  confidered  it,  ftill 
the  impreflion  was  uniformly  the  fame.  Every 
thing  confpired  to  convince  me  that  the  Parlia- 
ment, once  acquainted'with  the  name  of  d'E£ 
claux,  were  in  (hort  acquainted  with  every 
thing ;  that  they  therefore  knew  my  innocence, 
and  that  the  Queen  had  certainly  received  the 
necklace  through  the  hands  of  the  Cardinal. 

Our  confrontations  commenced  the  firft  week 
in  January,  and  from  that  moment  we  were 
deprived  of  our  counfel.  About  an  hour  before 
I  received  notice  to  prepare  my felf ;  about  ele- 
ven o'clock  the  Major  came  to  conduct  me,  and 
delivered  me  into  the  hands  of  Meflrs.  Dupuis 
de  Marce  and  Fremyn.     At  fight  «>f  the  latter 
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I  expreffed  my  fatisfa&ion,  and  congratulated 
myfelf  on  my  good  fortune,  but  could  not  help 
obferving  in  M.  Fremyn  a  very  great  alteration  ; 
there  was  a  degree  of  referve  in  his  manner,  a 
kind  of  indifference,  as  if  he  did  not  even  feem 
to  obferve  me.  As  for  M.  Dupuis  de  Marce, 
Commiffary  Judge,  there  was  a  fomething, 
\l^ich  I  cannot  defcribe,  that  ftruck  me  at  his 
firft  appearance,  that  impreffed  me  with  an 
unfavorable  idea,  and  led  me  to  forebode  that 
partiality  would  incline  the  fcale  in  favor  of  the 
Cardinal.  His  fubfequent  conduit  will  (hew 
the  truth  of  my  prediftion.  He  was,  before  the 
cfcfe  of  the  confrontations,  completely  bought 
over;  the  judge  between  the  accufer  and  the 
accufed  was  influenced  in  favor  of  the  former, 
was  a  creature  of  the  houfe  of  Rohan. 

After  waiting  fome  time  with  impatience, 
the  Cardinal  at  length  made  his  appearance, 
who,  after  having  faluted-  thefe  gentlemen  and 
me,  whom  he  obferved  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
hall,  feemed  inclined  to  enter  into  converfation 
with  fome  of  them,  which  I  interrupted,  by 
faying,  in  a  confident  tone,  "  Gentlemen,  I  am 
ready,  as  foon  as  you  pleafe."  The  Sieur  Du- 
puis de  Marcc  then  rofe  up,    and  came,  with 

the 
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the  two  others,  the  Cardinal  and  Fremyn,  to- 
wards the  table,  which  I  afterwards  called  the 
table  of  my  facrificc.  The  Commiffary  Judge 
then  told  me  to  hold  up  my  hand,  and  enjoined 
that  what  I  was  about  to  declare  fhould  be 
ftri&ly  the  truth.  At  this  word  the  Cardinal 
and  I  looked  ftedfaftly  at  each  other.  I  lifte4 
my  hand  with  an  'air  of  refolution,  at  that  tjpde 
inwardly  determined  to  fay  what  might  tend  to 
my  own  defence,  withojit  accufing  the  Queen, 
and  to  avoid,  as  much  as  poffible,  every  thing 
that  might  call  her  conduft  in  queftion.  I  was 
apprized  of  the  charge  while  they  took  down 
our  oaths.  I  then  fixed  my  eyes  full  upon  the 
Cardinal,  who  was  direftly  oppofite  :  he  affe£ted 
not  to  regard  me,  and  feemed  to  amufe  himfelf 
with  his  pencil,  which  he  twirled  about  in  his 
fingers.  They  then  gave  me  his  interrogatories, 
that  I  might  perufe  them,  and  prepare  myfelf 
to  reply  to  every  fpecific  article. 

It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  exprefs  either  my 
indignation,  or  my  aftonifhment,  at  finding  a 
complete  accufation,  artfully  adjufted,  and  figned 
in  the  Cardinal's  own  hand.  I  made  a  long 
paufe  between  every  article  as  I  perufed  them, 
that  he  might  obferve  me  ;  and  my  .eyes  at  that 
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moment  fpoke  with  much  greater  energy,  and 
faid  more,  infinitely  more,  than  my  tongue  was 
capable  of  exprefling.  I  was  not,  indeed,  al- 
lowed to  fpeak  my  thoughts,  and  that  circum- 
ftance  might,' perhaps,  make  my  looks  more 
expreffive.  My  whole  foul,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreffion,  was  at  that  moment  in  my  coun- 
temnce.  .  The  manner  in  which  1  obferved  him 
attracted  notice.  The  Cardinal  caft  down  his 
eyes,  as  if  fearful  of  meeting  mine,  which 
feemed  to#rhenace  that  I  would  follow  exaftly 
thofe  meafures  which  could  not  fail  to  cruih 
him.  The  firft  days  of  our  confrontation,  we 
Jx)th  feemed  mutually  to  threaten  each  other's 
dcftru&ion  ;  I  was  exafperated  at  his  accufation 
aeainft  me,  and  he  was  vexed  at  being  thwarted 
by  thofe  truths  which  were  fo  hoftile  to  his  ac- 
cufation, and  would  be  found  fuch  obftacles  to 
his  vindication.  All  my  firft  anfwers  were  in- 
deed very  fimple,  but  in  my  replies  to  the  Car* 
dinai's  interrogatories,  my  expreffions  were  fo 
ftrongiy  pointed,  fo  pertinent  and  forcible,  that 
thofe  who  were  prefent.gave  fmiles  of  approba- 
tion ;  and  it  will  not  be  matter  of  furprize,  that 
innocence,  that  truth,  fhould  afford- me  ftrong 
arguments  againft  his  accufation,  arguments 
which  woulu  not  fail  greatly  to  embarrafs  the 
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Cardinal,  and  were  indeed  much  more  con- 
vincing than  thofe  which  he  could  bring  agaiftft 
me,  notwithftanding  the  Superiority  of  his  abi- 
lities, notwithstanding  the  fuperior  advantages 
he  pofleffed  from  the  wealth  and  influence  of 
his  family.  The  only  ground  he  had  to  ftand 
upon  was  falfe  teftimony,  which  his  advocates, 
under  the  dire&ion  of  M.  Target,  (as  I  fl^air 
hereafter  prove)  had  fabricated  againft  fne. 

It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  defcribe  the  Cardi- 
nal's confufion,  when  I  begged  that  he  might 
be  interrogated  "  if  he  had  not  told  me  the 
flory  of  a  rendezvous  which  he  pretended  to 
have  had  with  the  Queen,  (which,  added  I, 
deferves  no  credit)  when  he  difguifed  himfelf 
like  a  footman,  with  a  bundle  in  his  hand  to 
colour  the  deception,  that  he  might  be  taken 
for  one  of  the  King's  valets  ?---  The  other  ques- 
tion i  would  wilh  to  afk  is,  that  he  would 
pleafe  to  favor  us  with  the  ftory  of  the  ditch  of 
the  Trianon,  in  company  with  the  Baron  de 
Planta  ? "  (alluding  to  one  of  the  Cardinal's  own 
letters,  annexed  to  this  work).— At  this  quef- 
tion  the  Cardinal  feemed  very  uneafy,  ftarted 
from  his  feat,  and  Suddenly- turned  pale.  "  Oh! 
gentlemen,"  faid  he,  to  Dupuis  de  Marce  and 
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Fremyn,  "  I  am — I  am  certainly  fuinedl— • 
Don't  write  that !  " — Thefe  two  perfons  did 
not  feem  yet  thoroughly  bought  over.  M.  de 
Mlrce  anfwered  the  Cardinal,  "  that  he  was 
very  forry,  but  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  no- 
tice of  my  queftions,  as  I,  being  accufed,  had 
certainly  a  right  to  oblige  them  to  take  it 
down."— How  well  did  this  man  preach,  in 
the  firft  ftage  of  this  bufinefs,  what  in  its  pro* 
grefs  he  fo  palpably  negle&ed  to  pra&ife  ? " 
In  fome  meafure,  however,  to  fatisfy  the  Car- 
dinal, M.  Marce  interpofed  a  folemn  admonir 
tion,  enjoining  me  to  be  well  aflured  that  what 
I  was  going  to  advance  was  abfolutely  true, 
and  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  I  could 
lubftantiate  the  charge  I  brought  againft  the 
Cardinal.  Notwithftanding  this  admonition,  I 
was  determined  to  proceed,  and  ftill  perfifted  to 
fay,  that  "  I  had  this  information  from  the 
Cardinal  himfelf,"  and  urgently  prefled  him  for 
his  anfvyer. 

The  Cardinal  exclaimed  againft  M.  de  Marce, 
whom  fye  thought  to  have  leaned  too  ftrongly 
in  my  favor,  and  faid  fomething  in  a  low  tone, 
which  I  could  not  hear,  and  to  which  M.  de 
Marce  made  no  reply.  *  From  this  condudt  of 
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the  Cardinal,  which  was  too  glaring  to  efcape 
notic,  it  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  he  felt 
himfelf  uneafy.  My  queftions  touched  him  .to 
the  quick,  and  he  complained  of  a  violent  head- 
ach,  which  for.  a  few  minutes  interrupted  the 
examination.  At  length  recovering  himfelf,' 
atid  having  confidered  his  anfwer,  he  uniformly 
adopted  the  fame,  whenever  in  future  I  touched 
upon  this  fubjeft.  "  You  fuppofe,"  faid  he, 
*'  that  thefe  queftions  will  tend  to  intimidate 
me  from  proceeding.  By  no  means."  He  was 
obliged  to  admit,  however,  that  what  I  had 
faid  was  true.  "  It  may  be,"  faid  he,  "  per- 
haps it  may  be  the  truth,  that  J  have  faid  this 
tp  Madam?  or  fomething  nearly  to  that  pur- 
pofe.  But  this  has  no  relation  to  the  Queen  ; 
and  when  I  faid  this  to  the  lady,  I  did  not  think 
{fie  would  have  put  fuch  bad  conftruftions  upon 
it ;  but  I  perceive  (he  avails  herfelf  of  the  moil 
trifling  incidents,  which  fhe  cmbcllifhcs,  after 
her  own  manner,  to  make  them  preponderate 
in  her  favor/* 

It  muft  be  remarked,  notwithftanding  what 
I  have  hitherto  faid,  I  did  by  no  means  think  of 
bringing  her  Majefty's  name  in  queftion.  In- 
deed, at  this  period,  I  ftudioufly  endeavored  to 
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avoid  it ;  for  I  only  related  this  as  a  mere  affer- 
4  tion  of  the  Cardinal's,  which  I  believed  to  be 
falfe.  The  Cardinal  could  not  deny  that  he  had 
faid  words  to  this  purpofe,  though  he  would 
riot  be  hardy  enough  to  aflert  that  they  were 
true ;  and  my  motive  was  to  infinuate  that  the 
Cardinal  did  iiot  always  adhere  to  truth,  and 
draw  thereby  fome  inferences  in  my  favor.  By 
putting  thefe  queftions,  I  intended  to  reduce 
the  Cardinal  to  this  dilemma :  either  to  admit 
that  he  had  fccn  the  Queen,  which  would  have 
been  criminating  himfelf ;  or  to  deny  that  he 
had  ever  uttered  thofe  words  which  I  had 
charged  feim  with.  I  waited  his  reply,  which 
muft  either  tend  to  invalidate  his.  charge  againft 
me,  or  to  accufe  himfelfr 

It  will  not  appear  aftonifhing  that  I  fhould 
make  ufe  of  every  advantage  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
under  fuch  peculiar  circumftances  as  I  then 
ftSod,  which  I  wifh  may  be  deeply  imprefled 
upin,  and  ever  prefent  to,  the  minds  of  my 
readers  :— -An  unprotected  female,  accufed  of  3. 
crime,  the  very  idea  of  which  fhe  abhors  ;  exar 
mined  upon  interrogatories  partially  framed,  be- 
^fore  judges  who  would  convidl  the  innocent, 
rather  than  hear  the   truth;    accufed   by  tjbfe 
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powerful  family  of  Rohan,  and  reftri&ed  from 
declaring  thofe  only  circumftances  which  could 
have  elucidated  this  myfterious  tranfa&ion,  be- 
caufe  they  would  be  injurious  to  the  reputation 
of  the  Queen.— Let  thefe  circumftances  be  put 
together,  and  let  me  aft:  the  fevereft,  how  the 
line  of  my  defence,  the  eftablifhment  of  my  in- 
nocence, fhould  be  ftruck  out,  from  circum- 
ftances fo  puzzled  and  perplexed  ? — It  was  then, 
indeed,  that  I  faid  every  thing  that  I  could  ima- 
gine would  extricate  me  from  thofe  difficulties 
in 'which  I  was  involved,  from  thofe  dangers 
which  thus  threatened  me :  but  let  me  congra- 
tulate myfel£that  I  am,  at  this  period,  writing 
my  Life,  in  a  country  where  neither  the  power 
of  the  houfe  of  Rohan,  nor  the  influence  of 
Majefty,  can  opprefs  or  difturb  me,  and  where 
I  can  explain  the  truth  without  fear !  I  am  fu- 
premely  happy  in  the  reflexion,  that  I  am  no>v 
pleading  my  caufe  before  a  tribunal  where  my 
judges  are  unbiafled,  who  will  liften  attentively 
to  my  allegations,  weigh  them  impartially,  and 
afford  an  afylum  for.ar*  unprotedted  ftranger, 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  revealing  thofe  cir- 
cumftances whi<;h  muft  tend  to  criminate  others, 
as  the  only  means  in  her  power  to  vindicate 
herfelf. 

The 
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The  Cardinal  was  at  a  lofs  to  imagine  how  I 
became  poffeffed  of  this  correfpondence,  and 

.  was  conftantly  terrified  left  in  my  anfwer  I 
fhould  include  the  Queen ;  but  this  was  an  ar- 
row I  ftill  preferved,  as  the  beft  in  my  quiver, 
refolving  to  threaten,  but  not  fhoot,  till  reduced 
to  the  very  laft  extremity.  My  anfwef  s,  how- 
ever, afforded  much  information  to  my  judges  ; 
they  w  ere  biafled  by  the  fulleft  convi&ion  that 
the  Queen  would  intereft  herfelf  in  my  favor. 
Aflured  of  this,  and  confcious  that  I  fuftaincd 
this  accufation  to  protect  the  Queen,  I  was  con- 
vinced that  ftie  would  not  forfake  me.  I  was 
not  therefore  difcouraged ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  what  I  had  fuffered,  notwithftanding  my 
prefent  lituatipn,  nothing  impaired  my  ufual 
gaiety.  I  looked  forward  with  confidence ;  the 
number  of  my  judges  was,  I  conceived,  ftrongly 
in  my  favor,  and  fallacioufly  led  me  to  fuppoie, 
that  fuch  a  multitude,  and  the  refpedtability  of 

*  their  charadters,  was  a  certificate  for  their  inte- 
grity. I  could  not  imagine  that  fo  many  could 
be  partially  affined,  could  be  warped  from  their 
duty ;  but  the  fequel  will  {he w  how  erroneoufly  I 
reafoned,  how  little  I  was  acquainted  with  thofe 
varying  rules  of  a&ion  fo  falfely  termed  laws,  and 
with  thofe  perfons  who  arrogated  to  themfelves 

the 


(       *7       ) 

the  appellation  of  judges.  Was  not  every  ray  of 
evidence,  which,  impartially  confidered,  would 
have  made  in  my  favor,  refra&ed  and  broken 
by  the  medium  through  which  it  paffed  ?  Sim- 
ple and  unfufpe&ing,  I  miftook  fallacious  ap- 
pearances for  fubftantial  truth  ;  and  I  found,  to 
my  coft,  that  the  number  of  my  judges,  fo  far 
from  being  a  feCurity  for  their  integrity,  was 
an  hoft  combined,  and  dire&ed  by  powerful  en-> 
gines,  to  deftroy  my  reputation,  and  load  me 
with  more  accumulated  opprobrium.  I  knew 
not  then,  that  powerful  friends,  that  confider- 
able  bribes,  and  the  influence  of  wealth  and  di- 
ftin&ion,  were  laid  in  the  fcale  againft  me. 
Had  I  been  convinced  of  fuch  depravity,  though 
fupported  on  the  broad  l^fis  of  innocence,  yet 
I  fhould  have  trembled. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  inveftigation,  there 
was,  indeed,  a  fpecious  appearance  of  impartia- 
lity. Dupuis  de  Marce,  in  the  outfet  of  the 
interrogatories,  feemed  very  rationally  to  affert, 
that  I  ought  to  be  permitted,  as  a  perfon  ac- 
cufed,  to  avail  myfelf  of  every  thing  material 
for  my  defence,  and  appeared  defirous  that  both 
parties  fhould  have  juftice,  while  we  were  dif- 
cufling  interrogatories  to  the  Cardinal,  at  the 

com- 
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commencement  qf  the  confrontation.    His  quef- 
tions  were  numerous,  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,    while  I   contrived   to 
reduce  mine  'to  eighty-nine.     Till  thefe  inter- 
rogatories were  finifhed,  the  Cardinal  and  I  ob- 
ferved  the  moft  profound  attention  :  we  conti- 
nued thus  till  we  came  to  the  fifth  article   of 
interrogation, "which  the  Cardinal  repeated,   at 
once  mifreprefenting  itj  and  extending  it  confi- 
derably  beyond  the  former  limits  of  the  fame 
accusative  interrogatory.     To  this  impropriety 
I  formally  objected.     The  Cardinal  replied,  and 
an  altercation  enfued  between  us,  which  conti- 
nued near    three   hours.  ,  Fremyn  and  $Tarce 
gave  meafniile  of  encouragement.     The  Car? 
dinal  was  red*  as  fire,  #md  extremely  tenacious 
of  his  point,  while  I  perlifted  in  my  objections, 
which  were  indeed  too  weighty  to  be  over- 
thrown by  the  fophiftry  of  my  opponent ;  and 
having   the   advantage   ftrongly  in   my  favorj- 
I  came  off  with  flying  colours,  leaving  the  Car-? 
dinal  behind  with  thofe  gentlemen. 

I  returned  the  next  day  about  noon,  accom- 
panied by  the  Lieutenant,  and  perceived  through 
the  glafs  doors  tire  windpw-curtains  half  drawn, 
by  order  of  the  Cardinal,  to  prevent  the  effects 
i  of 
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of  the  fun,  which  darted  its  beams  ftrongfyinto 
the  room.  I  pointed  out  this  to  the  Lieutenant, 
at  the  fame  time  making  a  remark,  which  in- 
duced him  to  fmile :  "  The  Cardinal  might 
with  propriety  order  the  curtains  to  be  drawn  ; 
his  caufe  would  not,  indeed,  bear  the  light i" 

Thefe  two  <hffemblers,  Frcmyn  and  Marce, 
prefented  themfelves  at  the  door,  which  they 
opened  to  receive  me,  but  J  found,  upon  enter- 
ing, their  conduit  was  very  much  altered: 
their  behaviour  was  ver^  different ;  it  was  in- 
deed fb  much  fo,  that  I  could  not  help  auguring, 
from  their  appearahce,  that  the  Cardinal  had 
rfeeen  making  them  fbme  fair  promifes  to  buy 
them  over  to  his  intereft,  and  that  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded.*"  But  it  is  no  matter,"  fad  I  to  my- 
felf ;  "  my  innocence  will  outweigh  every 
thing. " — Theie  gentlemen  made*  uieir  campli- 
tnentary  enquiries  in  a  very  low  voice,  and,  as 
I  conceived,  in  that  tone  which  expreffed  more 
flattery  than  fincerity.  I  replied  but  little,  only 
remarking  how  clofely  we  were  fhut  up,  and 
exprefling  my  wifli  for  the  Cardinal's  appear- 
ance ;  adding,  with  fome  degree  of  impatience, 
"  I  fear  we  fhall  never  come  to  a  conclufion  !" 
To  this  they  made  no  reply.— Soon  after,  the 
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Cardinal  made  his  appearance,  entering  by  the 
fame  door  as  I  did.  After  a  few  compliments 
were  interchanged  between  us,  Meflrs.  Fremyn 
and  de  Marce  demanded  if  we  wifhed  to  have 
read  over  again  what  paffed  the  preceding  even- 
ing ;  to  which  we  both  replied  in  the  negatives. 
I  could  not  help  obferving  a  great  deal  of  referve 
in  my  two  deceivers ;  I  marked  their  deport- 
ment well,  and  the  fudden  change  I  difcovered 
aftonifhed  me  in  the  extreme.  The  Cardinal 
alfo  deceived  me ;  his  conduft  was  very  diffe- 
rent,; inftead  of  his  fierce  and  haughty  deport- 
ment, his  eyes  appeared  to  aflc  pardon,  and  his 
countenance  was  fweet  and  engaging.  This 
alteration  deceived  me  fo  much,  that  I  began  to 
think  he  heartily  repented  of  what  he  had  do6e> 
in  perfifting  fo  obftinately  that  I  had  abfconded 
with  the  necklace;  that  he  had,  during  the 
night,  had  fome  compun&ions  of  confcience  for 
fo  groundlefs  an  accufation  ;  and  that  he  had  a 
fenfe  of  that  crime  he  was  guilty  of,  in  the  breach 
of  that  article  of  the  Decalogue,  which  fays, 
"Thou  jhalt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againft  thy 
neighbour  /—His  mildnefs  gave  me  frefh  fpirijs, 
and  increafed  my  hopes  ;  till  we  came  to  that 
important  article,  I  remained  perfectly  tranquil. 
He  well  knew  what  he  meant  to  anfwer ;  there 

were 
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Arare  difficulties  which  could  not  fail  to  embar- 
rafs  him  ;  this  was  confpicuous  to  alL  "  Very 
well!"  faid  the  judge;  "  pafs  over  in  fdence 
where  Madam  fays^  and  perfifts  fo  ftrongly, 
that  you  know  what  is  become  of  the  necklace, 
and  that  you  well  know  the  perfon  to  whom 
you  have  yourfelf  delivered  if.— Let  \!te  pafs  over 
that  article ! "  fays  the  judge  to  the  accufer, 
who,  as  I  found,  was  determined  to  perfift  in 
every  thing  he  had  already  advanced,  I  was  : 
provoked  at  this,  which  appeared  to  me  a  great 
impropriety,  not  to  fay  an  adt  of  the  moft  fla- 
grant injuftice. 

At  this  moment  I  was  not  miftrefs  of  my 
temper.  I  remonftrated  warmly  againft  this 
omiffion,  which  was  fo  material  to  my  defence, 
and  loaded  them  all  with  reproaches.  The  Car- 
dinal was  confuted.  The  judge,  de  Marce,  fa- 
vored this  confufion,  and  reproved  me  for  my 
warmth  of  temper,  concluding  with  an  expref- 
fion  that  did  not  in  the  leaft  tend  to  abate  it : 
*'  You  are  too  hafty,  Madam !  You  will  not 
fufFer  me  to  give  an  explanation  !  I  have  never . 
engaged  the  Cardinal  to  anfwer  to  what  did  not  rJ 
at  firft  appear  proper  for  him  to  reply  to."-— I 
replied,  that  it  was  not  for  him,  fitting  as  a 

judge,. 
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judge,  to  make  any  obfervations ;  that  it  was 
his  bufinefs  to  confine  himfelf  to  write  down 
precifely  what  we  faid,  and  nothing  more.  But 
I  faw  very  clearly,  that  the  Cardinal  confided 
in  the  protedtion  of  thefe  judges,  who  trembled 
left  he  fhould  relent ;  and  I  particularly  obferved 
that  their  eyes,  feet,  every  thing,  moved  like 
pieces  of  mechanifm.  In  fhort,  they  watched 
the  Cardinal  with  all  the  anxiety  of  gamefters,  , 
who  had  every  thing  at  ftake,  and  trembled  for 
the  hazard  of  the  dice. 

I  learned  that  the  Abbe  le  Kel,  almoner  of 
the  Baftile,  was  the  friend  of  the  Cardinal ;  per- 
haps my  turnkey  was  charged  to  give  me  this 
intelligence.  I  defired  the  turnkey  to  beg  him 
to  come  and  vifit  me,  and  fixed  two  days  after 
for  this  interview,  wifhing  to  repofe  myfelf  a 
little  during  the  interval.  Scarce  two  hours 
after  the  departure  of  the  turnkey,  this  prieft 
arrived,  pretending  that  he  had  much  bufinefs 
on  the  day  I  had  fixed.  I  teftified  my  fatisfac- 
tion  at  finding  he  was  intimate  with  the  Cardi- 
nal; we  entered  quite  into  particulars,  and  I 
did  not  conceal  from  him  how  impoffible  it  was 
that  I  could  ever  forgive  the  injuries  I  had  re- 
ceived.    "  Yes,"  fays  the  Abbe  le  Kel,  "  the 
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Cardinal  informs  me  that  you  made  ufe  of  feme 
very  menacing  fignals  at  your  fir  ft  interview." 
"  It  is  juft,"  replied  I,  "  and  if  he  does  not 
retra&,  his  unjuft  profecution  will  force  me  to 
folldw  that  advice  which  I  have  repeatedly  re- 
ceived, to  trace  the  matter  to  its  fource.  Our 
accufation  ,is  indeed  mutual,  but  my  caufe  is 
much  better  than  his."— This  Abbe  was  inti- 
mate with  the  Cardinal,  almoft  conftantly  with 
him,  and  difpatched  by  him  every  day  to  en- 
quire after  my  health.  He  informed  me  once, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  friends  and  powerful 
influence  of  the  Cardinal's  family,  he  clearly 
forefaw  his  deftru&ion  ;  but  as  to  me,  he  was 
perfectly  affured  that  the  Queen  would  herfelf 
take  charge  of  my  protection,  obferving  that  I 
\yas  well  acquainted  with  what  pafled  at  the 
period  when  her  Majefty  attempted  his  deftruc- 
tion  with  the  King,  and  that  it  was  his  ruin 
alone  that  the  Queen  fo  eagerly  defired,  and  not 
mine. 

Thefe  remarks  of  theAJ)be  perfectly  accorded 
with  my  pwn  private  fentiments ;  his  affertions 
threw  me  into  a  profound  reverie,  and  I  rumi- 
nated deeply  on  what  he  told  me,  which  feemed 
to  fquare  with  probability.    It  was,  indeed,  the 
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Cardinal's  deftru&ion  that  the  Queen  defired  ; 
againfl;  me  (he  could  have  no  enmity* 

Some  days  after,  this  fame  prieft  informed 
me  that  the  Cardinal's  feelings  fuffered  greatly, 
through1  being  neceffitated  to  aft  this  part  &*' 
44  but  we  are  well  perfuaded,"  added  Jic,  "  that 
when  the  Queen  perceives  the  whole  weight  of 
the  accufation  to  reft  upon  you,  (he  will  con- 
•elude  every  thing,  by  contriving  to  prevent  any 
definitive  fentence  from  being  pafled;  or,  by 
means  of  her  party,  effedt  the  Cardinal's  de- 
finition. 

I  mention  thefe  circumftances,  as  the  Abbe 
le  Kel  is -yet  living,  and  well  knows  that  it  was 
not  my  wi(h  to  coincide  in  the  meafures  of  the 
Queen,  but  rather  to  fave  the  Cardinal,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  the  proceedings  againft  us 
both,  which  I  judged  might  be  effe&ed  by 
means  of  the  following  letter,  which  this  prieft 
kept  two  hours  in  his  pocket  without  return- 
ing, fearing  to  depart  with  it  left  it  (hould  be 
diicovered,  as  he  was  the  only  perfon  I  was 
permitted  to  fee  during  the  time  of  the  con- 
frontations, which  continued  near  three  months. 
The  letter  was  nearly  in  the  following  terms: 

44  Madam, 


(    3S    ) 

u  &1a&am, 


% 


"  Notwithstanding  the  extreme 
hardfliip  of  my  prefent  fituation,  not  a  fingle 
plaint  has  efcaped  me.  All  the  efforts  which 
have  been  made  to  draw  from  me  a  confeffion 
have  hitherto  only  ferved  to  fortify  me  in  my 
refolution,  never  to  utter  a  fyllable  that  may 
bring  the  name  of  your  Majefty  into  queftion. 

"  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  perfuade  my- 
felf  that  my  fidelity  and  difcretion  ought  to  fa- 
cilitate my  being  extricated  from  my  pjrefent 
difficulties ;  yet,  I  confefs,  that  the  efforts  of  the 
family  of  the  Jlave  make  me  apprehenfive  that  I 
ihall  at  length  fall  a  vi£tim.  Three  months  of 
examinations,  of  every  fpecies  of  anxiety,  de- 
fpondency  at  feeing  myfelf  accufed  fo  unjuftly, 
has  greatly  diminiflied  my  fortitude,  and  made 
me  apprehenfive  that  I  ihall  not  much  longer  be 
able  to  fuftain  my  part.  You  can  put  an  end 
to  this  unhappy  bufinefs,  by  caufing  fome  ne- 
gociation  through  the  means  of  Breteuil.  He 
can  give  the  minijler  fuch  a  turn  as  his  under- 
standing fhall  beft  fuggeft ;  at  the  fame  time, 
preventing  you  from  being1' called  into  queftion. 
The  apprehenfions  I  am  under,  left  I  (hall  even- 
D  2  Uially 
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tuaUy  be  ncceffitated  to  difcover  every  thing-, 
has  obliged  me  to  have  recourfe  to  the  meafure 
which  I  adopt  this  day,  perfuaded  that  Madame 
will  give  orders  that  this  unfortunate  affair  m^y 
be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  termination, 

"  I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpeft, 

"  Madame's  moft  obedient  fervant, 

u  Countess  dr  Valois  de  la  Motte/* 

April  1 3,  1786. 


I  made  ufe  of  every  argument  to  perfuade  the 

Abbe  to  be  bearer  of  this  letter,  which  was 

inclofed  under  three  covers.    He  put   it  in  his 

pocket,  but  feemed,  in  recolle&ion,  to  be  averfe 

to  the  office,  which,  at  the  firft  proportion,  had 

met  his  approbation.     I  attempted  to  quiet  his 

fears — "  Be  not  under  any  agprehenfion,"  faid  I  ; 

"  you  may  put  on  the  habit  of  a  countryman* 

This  letter  is  addrefled  to  Madame  de  Mifery . 

She  has  two  covers  to  open  before  (he  comes  to 

that  deftined  for   the   Queen.     You  need  not 

wait  for  an  anfwer ;  or  you  may  adopt  another 

method 
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method — you  may  go  difguifed  as  a  chairman." 
Still  he  refufed ;  "  for,  as  I  am,"  feid  the  Abbe, 
the  only  perfon  whom  you  are  permitted  to  fee, 
it  will  be  fuppofed  that  the  Cardinal  and  I  had 
engaged  you  to  write  that  letter,  and  that  I  am 
privy  to  its  contents,  and  acquainted  with  the 
fecret ;  by  which  means,"  continued  he,  "I 
fliall  become  another  viftim  devoted."  "  Very 
well,"  replied  I;  " you  have  made  me  an  offer 
of  your  fervices,  and  that  was  the  reafon  why 
I  have  intreated  you  to  charge  yourfelf  with 
the  execution  of  this  commiffion:  but  here 
is  another  piece  of  fervice  which  you  may 
do — a  fervice  in  which  your  name  cannot  be 
called  in  queftion.  I  rerhember  to  have  left 
in  my  efcritoire  fix  or  feven  letters  of  the  Queen, 
written  by  her  Majefty's  own  hand,  which  I 
have  forgot.  Thefe  letters  fpeak  much  of  the 
Cardinal.  See  him,  and  defire  him  to  pretend, 
in  our  confrontations,  as  if  he  wiftied  to  refer  to 
them;  that  I  have  fully  proved  that  I  have  feen 
the  Queen,  and  that  he  recollefts  I  have  read  to 
him  thefe  fix  or  feven  letters,  which  I  have  con  - 

ftantly   faid  that  I  -had   in  my  efcritoire." 

I  defcribed  where.  "  When  the  Cardinal," 
added  I,  "  fhall  have  faid  that,  I  will  appear  very 
much  difturbed,    but  let  him  infift  that  the 
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efcritoire*  may  be  brought  to  the  court,  *  What 
I  (hall  anflfrer,"  faid  I  to  the  Abbe,  "  will 
perfuade  them  to  fend  for  this  efcritoire  from 
Bar  fur  Aube,  where  I  have  left  it  in  the 
chamber  of  Rofalie,  my  firft  chambermaid,  with 
the  portrait  of  the  Cardinal,  accompanied  with 
many  other  letters.  This,"  continued  I,  "will 
be  an  incident  in  my  favor.  If  I  find  myfelf 
obliged  to  fpeak,  I  fliall  then  be  neceffitated  to 
give  an  explanation  to  the  letters,  and  the 
Queen  will  not  have  it  in  her  power  to  blame 
me. 

The  Abbe  appeared  to  rclifli  this  propofal,  and 
quitted  me  to  communicate  it  to  the  Cardinal  j 
but  this  very  man,  who  appeared  fo  much  to 
relifh  my  project,  fo  earneft  in  my  affairs,  did 
not  return  till  two  days  after,  when  I  oblerved 
his  countenance  was  ftrangely  altered,  and  his 
vifage  extremely  grave.  I  received;him  with  • 
joy,  but  was  obliged  myfelf  to  break  filence. 
"  Well,"  faid  I,  "  what  news  ?  The  Cardi- 
nal is,  without  doubt,  content."     "  No,  no." 

♦'  What  is   to  be  done  then  r"  replied  I. 

Aftei  many  queftions  which  I  was  obliged  to  afk 
him,  he  fpoke  nearly  to  the  following  purport : 
"  The  Cardinal  knows  that  you  are  infinitely 

good 
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good  in  what  you  have  done  for  him ;  but  he 
ought,  in  all  prudence,  to  fave  hrtftfelf  from  the 
great  hazard  which  threatens  the  execution  of 
your  project.  He  is  well  aware  of  the  danger 
tfhat  threatens  him  by  mentioning  her  Majefty's 
name,  or  infinuating  that  ne  has  ever  had  any 
correfpondence  with  her;  for,  are  you  acquaint- 
ed, Madame,"  continued  he,  "that  that  was 
really  proved,  which  the  produ&ion  of  thefe  let- 
ters would  tend  to  difcover,  what  would  they  do 
to  the  Cardinal  ?  He  would,  without  do\ibt,  lofe 
his  head,  after  fuffering  the  moft  exquifite  and 
lingering  tortures.  That  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble confequence  of  fuch  an  intimate  correfpon- 
dence with  the  Queen/' 

At  this  recital,  my  very  flefh  crept  upon  my 
bones.  I  had  not  forefeen  the  confequence  of 
the  produftion  of  thefe  letters.  I  thought  not 
that  they  would  be  attended  with  fuch  terrible 
confequences  to  the  Cardinal,  who,  thciugh  he 
had  thus  falfeiy  accufedme,  yet  I  wiflied  not  to 
be  revenged  by  his  death  :  I  only  conceived  that 
the  produ&ion  of  thefe  letters  would  have  been 
evidence  in  my  favor,  to  prove,  at  kaft,  that  I 
was  known  to  her  Majeity,  who  thought  proper 
to  difciaim  any  acquaintance,  any  knowledge, 
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of  me,  and  I  was  under  great  apprehenfions  that 
what  I  had  ajfcady  faict  would  tend  ftrongly  to 
his  crimination. 

During  the  interval  of  thefe  two  days  that  the 
Abbe  was  difpatched  to  the  Cardinal,  our  con- 
frontations had  taken  place,  and  I  was  extremely 
aftonifhed  that  the  Cardinal  made  no  mention  of 
the  efcritoire.  I  obferved  him  attentively : 
we  both  mutually  regarded  each  other,  and 
interchanged  figns.  I  was  frequently  unable  to 
comprehend  the  figns  made  by  the  Cardinal,  and 
the  lefs  becaufe  he  never  fpoke.  He  blew  me 
over  kiffes,  'and,  .when  he  difcovered  my  eyes 
turned  afide  upon  any  other  objedl,  he  played 
with  his  pencil  to  attraft  my  notice.  The -day 
after  the  Abbe  le  Kel  had  communicated  every 
thing  he  did  nothing  but  figh;  every  inftant  aik- 
ing  me  how  I  did  r  fo  much  intereft  did  he  ex- 
prefs  for  my  welfare. 

One  day,  my  temper  a  little  foured  by  the. 
reflexions  upon  my  prefent  fituation,  feeing  my- 
felf  deprived  of  my  liberty,  and  accufed  of  a 
crime  of  which  I  was  innocent,  I  retorted 
fharply.  "  If  you  are  really  fo  much  concerned 
for  my  health,   why  will  you  not  fpeak  that 
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which  will  immediately  reftore  it  ?"  The  Car- 
dinal at  this  moment  turned  pale,  ^|iile  I,  who 
am  not  ufed  to  weep  on  trifling  occafioos,  could 
not  reftrain  my  tears.  Thefe  two  Argufies, 
Fremynand  Dupuis  de  Marce,  pretended,  dur- 
ing all  this,  to  be  inattentjve,  and  not  toobferve 
what  paft. 

Some  days  after,  during  which  I  conftantly 
continued  to  fee  the  Abbe,  the  Cardinal  ap- 
proached me,  and,  in  a  foft  and  kind  tone,  en- 
quired, "  Well,  how  do  you,  Lady  Countefs  ? 
I  have  had  a  degree  of  fever  which  has  affli&ed 
me  lately,  but  I  hope  you  enjoy  your  health." 

I  wifli  to  imprefs  my  readers  with  the  Angu- 
lar behaviour  of  the  Cardinal,  unprecedented 
between  the  guilty  and  the  accufer,  and  which 
will  fufficiently  prove  that  the  Cardinal  de 
Rohan  was,  at  leaft,  an  accomplice  in  the  fa&, 
and  that  he  dreaded  the  difcovery  of  the  truth. 
At  our  confrontation  he  joined  his  hands,  clafped 
them  eagerly  together,  and,  lifting  up  his  eyes 
to  heaven,  "  Ah !"'  exclaimed  he,  "  how  un- 
happy we  are !"  He  even  fhed  tears.  Is  it 
poffible,  it  willdoubtlefsbe  enquired,  that  beha- 
viour like  this,  that  fuch  apparent  cordiality  on 
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the  fide  of  the  accufer,  for  the  very  criminal 
who,  if  triPy  guilty,  would  have  deferved  more 
obloquy,  if  poffible,  than  even  I  have  myfelf 
received; — is  it  poffible  that  fuch  conduft  fhould 
not  be  noticed  by  our  judges,  had  thefe  judges 
regarded  it  with  an  eye  of  impartial  obfervation, 
but  they  would  not  obferve  it.  Such  conduct 
exprefled  too  much  to  be  repeated,  or  even  to  be 
noticed  by  thofe  who  had  already  predetermined, 
whatever  might  be  the  complexion  of  the  evi- 
dence in  my  favor,  that  the  innocent  fhoukl 
fiiffer  for  the  guilty. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  our  confronta- 
tions>  the  figns  made  between  me  and  the  Car- 
dinal might  very*eafily  have  been  difcovcred— 
<is;ns  which  we  made  even  in  the  face  of 
our  judges,  which  proved  that  we  were,  at 
leaf!,  upon  a  good  underftanding  with  each 
other,  and  were  upon  a  much  more  intimate 
footing  than  forted  with  our  refpc&ivc  circum- 
ftances ;  and,  when  the  accufer  and  the  fu'ipeft- 
ed  criminal  appear  fo  intimate  in  a  court  of 
juftice,  there  is,  furely,  great  reafbn  to  fufpeft 
that  the  judges  are  biaffed  and  inattentive  to 
their  duty ;  m  or,  that  the  accufed  is  but  an 
accomplice  with  the   pcrfon  who  impudently 
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ftands  forward  in  the  face  of  his  judge,  and 
holds  familiar  converfe  with  oife  whom  he 
accufes  of  guilt.  That  this  was  the  cafe  with 
the  Cardinal  I  could  adduce  feveral %  inftances, 
but  (hall  content  myfelf  with  this  which  follows* 

The  Abbe  had  refufed  to  deliver  a  billet  which 
I  had  written  for  him  to  take  to  the  Cardinal,  I, 
therefore,  refolved  to  fake  aji  opportunity  of 
delivering  it  myfelf,  and  made  a  fignal  to  the 
Cardinal  for  that  purpofe.  Soon  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  debates  for  that  evening,  as  I  was 
prefAring  to  depart^  he  dime  up  to  me,  took  m* 
by  the  hand,  and  led  me  towards  the  chimney, 
where  we  conferred  for  fbme  time  together. 
I  gave  him  my  billet,  and  he  repeated,  in  few 
words,  what  the  Abbe  le  Kel  had  previoufly 
told  me,  during  the  time  Fremyn  and  the  judge 
were  together  at  the  lower  end  of  the  chamber. 
While  the  Cardinal  was  thus  engaged  in  earneft 
converfation,  fpeaking  in  the  fofteft  and  mofl 
affable  tone,  in  an  attitude  of  the  moft  friendly 
regard,  I  fuddenly  rung  the  bell,  which  was  clofe 
at  hand,  for  the  officer  to  condudt  me  back. 
Fortunately  the  three  officers  accompanied  each 
other,  the  Governor,  Du  Puget,  and  the  Major. 
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All  three  opened  the  door  together,  and  furprizecl 
the  Cardinals  and  me  in  the  attitude  I  have  juft. 
mentioned :  I  fay,  all  three  beheld,  and  flatted 
back  with  aftoniihment.  —  T(\  all  three, 
individually,  I  appeal,  if  this  is  not  a  fa& ;  and* 
if  they  were  not  aftonifhed  at  what  they  then 
faw,  if  they  have  not  fince  remarked  the  inti- 
macy which,  at  that  moment,  appeared  between 
me  and  the  Cardinal.  The  Lieutenant  du  Puget, 
in  particular,  could  icirce  pardon  me,  to  fee  me 
holding  difcourfe  with  my.  executioner :  "  A 
perfbn,"  faid  he,  with  indignation,  "  that 
xndeavors  to  prove  you  a  thief.**  • 

The  day  aftei;.  this  difcovery,  wheh  the  bifie£ 
was  delivered,  I  found  the  Cardinal  again  deeply 
plunged  in  the  moft  profound  reverie,  not  daring 
to  raife  his  eyes  towards  mine ;  precifely  in  the 
fame  predicament  were  my  two  very  upright  and 
impartial  judges,  even  thefe  difinterelted  men 
were  themfelves  abafhed  at  the  difcovery  of  the 
intimacy  expreffed  by  the  profecutor  for  the 
pri'foner.  Honeft  men,  when  ye  jserufe  the 
pages  of  my  unfortunate  life,  this  circumftance, 
if  ye  have  fhame,  will  kindle  the  glow  of  fhame 
in  your  cheeks,  and  plant  the  thorn  of  remorfe  in 
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yow  hearts.  Your  consciences,  which  dare  not 
lie,  will  Sufficiently  punifh  you  for  being  the 
inftruqp^nts  of  oppreffing  the  innocent. 

When  the  Cardinal  continued  to,  charge  me, 
I  muft  confefs  Woft  all  patience-  "  Oh,  oh !" 
faid  I  to  him ;  "  this  is  too  much  !"  after  fo 
many  ftrong  arguments  with  which  I  have 
prefled  him,  relative  to  his  intimacy  with  the 
QueeOf  I  continued  fpeaking  near  half  aix 
hour,  "  At  length  then,"  remarked  I,  "  you 
will  put  my  patience  to  the  teft."     - 

During  this  converfation,  the  Cardinal  was1 
quite  caft*  down,  unable  to  utter  a  fyllable, 
ftedfaft  and  immovable  as  a  ftatue.  The  key  I 
had  touched  awakened  all  his  fears,  and  raifed 
fuch  Tenfations,  fuch  emotions  within  his  bofom, 
that  he  was  fixed  in  an  attitude  of  ftupid  afto- 
ntfhjnent.  It  was  curious  alfo  to  behold  the 
other  creatures  of  the  fcene,  Fremyn  and  Du- 
puis  de  Marce :  they  were  fitting,  liftening  with 
their  arms  folded,  fimpering  at  each  other; 
but  it  was  not  judged  proper  to  record  any  thing 
that  paffed,  and  this  evening  was  abfolutely 
fpent  without  writing  a  fingle  fyllable.  What 
1  faid,  relative  to  the  Queen  and  Cardinal,  was 

not 


C  46  ) 

not  agreeable  to  the  -inftru&ions  ttiey  had 
received  from  the  Minifter,  or  the  bribes  thejr 
had  probably  taken  froA  the  friends  of  th«  Car- 
dinal. Will  it  be  wondered  then,  that  th?£e 
motives  fhould  preponderate,  in  the  fcale  of  op- 
preffion,  againft  the  fimple,  coherent  allegations 
of  truth,  and  the  cries  of  unprotected  innocence  ? 

The  Abbe  le  Kel  came  the  next  day  to  vifit 
me.  He  Was  fent  to  remonftrate  on  the  behalf 
of  the  Cardinal.  "  Suppofe,"  fays  this  reli- 
gious prieft,  ".  that  the  Cardinal  has  done  you 
an  injury.  I  believe  that  he  has  wronged  you ; 
I?ut  your  religion,  and  all  Chriftian  duty,  ftrongly 
enjoins  you  to  return  good  for  evil,  and  to  feek 
peace.  Bxit  confider  well,  Madam,  that  your 
behaviour  will  be  very  different  to  the  falutary 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  if  you  reveal  the  fecrets 
with  which  you  have  been  intrufted  by  your 
fovereign.  Suffer  me  to  obferve  to  you,  that  it 
is  not  merely  my  words  as  an  individual,  but  the 
exprefs  and  pofitive  voice  of  religion,  which 
commands  us  to  fuffer  rather  than  overturn  the 
ftatc.  Think,  if  the  Queen  fhould  have  chil- 
dren, if  you  reveal  fome  circumftances,  you 
would  raife  great  ferments  in  the  ftate,  and  pro- 
bably deflroy  the  conftitution,  and  you  will  be 
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fingly  the  caufe  of  all  this  confufion.  Be  per- 
fe&ly  aflured  that  no  danger  can  happen  to  you. 
The  Queen  herfelf,  who  rftjuires  but  one  viftim, 
will,  probably,  make  you  the  objeft  of  her  pro- 
tection. But,  perhaps,  we  are  all  deceived,  you  . 
never  can  mean  to  aft  as  you  threaten,  and  then 
every  thing  will  take  quite  a  different  turn. 
Promife  me,  Madam,  that  you  will "  be  more 
temperate.  I  aflure  you  the  Cardinal  is  obliged 
to  aft  this  part,  as  the  only  means  of  his  defence. 
You  are  not  in  the  leaft  danger.  You  will  not 
be  abandoned  eithfcr  by  the  Cardinal  or  his  parti- 
fans." 

I  paufe  a  moment  to  remark  the  fpecious  dif- 
guife  of  hypocrify,  the  plauiible  arguments  of 
diflembling  prieftcraft,  the  mode  in  which  thefe 
wolves  in  fhefcp's  cloathing  miflead  the  innocent 
into  fnares  which  were  laid  for  the  guilty ;  how 
they  make  religion  a  fpecious  difguife,  when  it  . 
ierves  their  purpoie,  when  it  can  be  fubfervient 
to  their  temporal  concerns,  by  obliging  thofe 
friends,  to  whom  they  are  linked  by  intereft,  or 
connefted  by  inclination.  Was  his  moft  holy 
word,  of  which  the  Abbe  meant  to  avail  himfelf, 
to  be  proftituted  to  fuch  purpofes,  with  only  the 
understanding  of  a  woman  ?  I  revolt  at  the  idea  ! 
i  But 
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But  why  do  I  accufe  the  Abbe  le  Kel  in  particu- 
lar, for  that  hypocrify  which  is  fb  very  prevalent 
amongft  his  brethrerf  in  general  ?  This  Abbe 
is  not  lingular  :  there  are  many  of  his  brethren, 
,the  moft  hypocritical,  themoft  abandoned  men, 
who  have  frequently  prefumed  to  intrench  them- 
felves  behind  their  religious  garb,,  and  commit 
crimes  at  which  human  nature  fhudders.  I 
could,  were  I  fo  inclined,  unfold  fuch  tales  in 
proof  of  my  affertion— -but  why  fhould  I  attempt 
to  prove  what  the  fuperior  intelligence  of  thofe 
to  whom  I  now  addrefs  myfelf  already  moft 
potently  believe  ?  I  would  much  rather  that 
they  fhould  exercife  their  judgment  on  circum- 
fiances  of  which  I  would  wifh  to  remain  filent. 

I  mentioned  to  the  Cardinal,  in  the  letter 
which  I  had  lately  fent  hitti,  words  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport  : — That  I  could  not  poffibly 
*  under  ftand  his  drift,  exprefling  my  furprize  that 
he  did  not  fpeak  out  plainly,  and  telling  him 
that  I  thought,  if  he  would  confide  every  thing 
to  thefev gentlemen  of  the  parliament,  it  would 
be  much  more  advantageous  to  us  both ;  that 
we  fhould,  in  that  cafe,  be  much  more  tranquil 
and  much  more  happy ;  that,  for  myfelf  indi  - 
vidually,  I  neither  could  nor  would  fay  any 
2  thing. 
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thing,  if  I  was  not  fupported  by  him ;  "  or 
fpeak  yourfelf,".  continued  L  "  Explain  every 
circumftance  of  this-  myfterious  affair,  and'  J 
fvvear  that  I  will  corroborate,  that  I  will  fub- 
ftantiate  your  aflertions.  Confider  well,  if  I 
ihould  begin  firft,  and  you  fhould  deny  every 
thing  that  I  might  advance,  I  muft  inevitably 
fall  a  prey  to  her ,  who  has  long  fince  marked 
you  out  as  the  vi&im  of  her  vengeance ;  but 
reft  affured  of  my  fidelity :  if  I  perceive  myfelf 
that  (he  will  not  afford  you  any  favor,  I  am 
determined  upon  a  different  meafure." 

A  canoQt  but  lament  fincerely,  that  the  Abb6 4 
le  Kel  would  hot  be  the  bearer  of  that  letter 
which  1  have  before  mentioned  I  wrote,  and  fo 
earneftly  intreated  him  to  donvey.  The  Abbe 
told  me,  at  his  next  vifit,  that  I  muft  not  be 
much  furprized  if  the  Cardinal  (hould  obferve 
an  unufual  gravity  and  referve  in  his  condu& 
towards  me.  "  Thefc  gentlemen,"  continued 
he,  "  have  afked  him  if  he-  meant  really  to  pur- 
fue  his  own  deftru&ion,  obferving  to  him,  that 
the  intelligence  he  held  with  me  would  make  it 
appear  that  we  were  but  two  perfons  equally 
accufed  and  mutually  concerned ;  and  that,  if 
he  accufed  me,  the  regard  lie  ifeemed  to  exprefs, 
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the  communications  between  us,  in  fhort,  his 
whole  deportment,  would  tend,  to  invalidate  his 
accufation,  and  prove  that,  if  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  the  affair  of  the  necklace,  it  muft  necef- 
farily  follow  that  he  alone  was  guilty."— The 
Abbe  alfo  gave  me  this  piece  of  additional  in- 
formation :  That  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  at 
that  time  been  to  pay  a  vilit  to  the  Judge  De 
Marce.  (The  Prince  de  Conde's  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  the  Prince  de  Soubile,  the  Cardi- 
nal's relation.) —-This  is  the  folution  of  all ; 
this  was  the  reafon  why  the  Cardinal  affe&ed  a 
degree  of  referve  towards  me,  m  why  he  obferved 
an  unufual  ftrangenefs,  and  why  he  appeared  fo 
much  aftiamed. 

This  continued  during  three  or  four  days  of 
our  confrontations,  in  which  Dupuis  de  Marce 
appeared  to  encourage  him.  "  Madam,"  faid 
the  Cardinal,  (emboldened  by  the  countenance 
he  received)  "  appeared  to  have  fome  fecret 
which  fhe  wifhed  to  communicate  to  the  Baron 
de  BreteuiL  She  faid,  at  her  firft  entrance  into 
the  Baftile,  that  fhe  had  fome  particular  fecrets 
to  dilclofe/*  I  could  not  divine  the  drift  of 
this,  nor  what  fervice  could  poffibly  redound  to 
the  Cardinal  from  mentioning  this  circumftance, 
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ih  which  I  could  not  but  think  that  he  had  over- 
Ihot  himfelf,  by  alking  a  queftion  fo  palpably 
abfurd,  and,  before  impartial  judges,  of  fo  dan- 
gerous a  tendency.     However,  I  foon  perceived 
its  nature,  and  determined  to  be  guarded  in  my 
anfwer.  "  Yes,"  replied  I,  "  certainly  I  have 
demanded  an  interview  with  the  Baron  de  Bre- 
teuil."     "  Well  then/'  faid  Dupuis  de  Marce, 
"  the  Cardinal  defires  that  you  will  communi- 
cate here  thofe  fecrets  which  you  mean  ta  com- 
municate to  him :  this  will  be  the  means  of 
making  you  both  eafy."     This  was  (what  I  be- 
lieved at  firft  a  matter  of  trifling  confequence) 
artfully  meditated  to  effeft  my  deftru&ion ;  not 
by  the  Cardinal ;  I  will  do  more  juftice  to  his 
heart,  and  am  perfuaded  that  he  was  ignorant 
of  the  motive  of  the  ferpent,  fly  and  venomous, 
who  had  di&ated  that  queftion.     It  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  this  queftion  was  written,  and,  as 
the  Judge  de  Marce  informed  me,  did  not  come 
as  di&ated  from  him,  but  from  the  Cardinal's 
own  proper  motion.  "  I  have  never  pretended," 
anfwered  I,  "  to  have  any  thing  particular  to 
communicate  to  the  Baron  de  Breteuil.     On 
my  firft  arrival  at  the  Baftile,  I  afked  the  Go- 
vernor fome  queftions,  which  he  has  without 
doubt  mifinterpreted.     The  Exempts  of  the  Po- 
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Ike  had  told  mc,  that  M.  de  Breteuil  would 
read  my  papers.     When  I  arrived  here,  I  ex- 
prefled  ^  ftrong  defire  to  fee  him>  believing  thatr 
as  foon  as   he  had  finifhed  reading  my  papers, 
I  ftiould  be  fet  at  liberty ;  but,"  added  I,  "  even; 
now  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him."— This  en- 
gaged Dupuis  de  Marce  to  put  queftions  for  the 
Cardinal.  "You  fee  then,  Madam,"  faid  he* 
"  that  the  Cardinal  has  nothing  particular  to 
difclofe,    yet  you  have  fecrets."     41  Sir,"  an- 
fwcred  I,  addreffing  myfelf  to  the  Judge,  "  I 
defire  that  my  anfwers  may  be  exactly  taken? 
down.---Yes,  I  repeat  that  I  have  the  ftrongeft 
defire  'to  fee  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  having  a 
requeft  to  make  to  his  Majefty  that  he  would 
give  mte  permiflion  to  convey  a  letter  to  my  huf- 
band,  to  engage  him  to  come  in  perfon  to  con- 
front and  difprove  this  pre-concerted  fyftem  of 
lying  accufatbns,   which  pretends  that  he  is- 
gone  off  with  a  part  of  the  necklace.     Yes,  I 
will  engage  him  to  produce  my  diamonds,  and 
his  own,  and  my  judges  (hall  determine  if  this 
evidence  is  confident,  and  thofe  who  have  a£* 
ierted  that  I  have  ibid  the  whole  of  this  neck- 
lace.    It  is  impoffible  that  my  hulband  can  re- 
fufe  to  comply  with  this,  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  his  Majefty,  ifi  compliance  even 

even 
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with  my  own  wifhts.  He  is  himfelf  innocent, 
and  be  will  appear ;  and  I  do  intreat  my  judges, 
if  the  King  cannot  be  apprized  of  this  through 
the  medium  of  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  that  they 
will  vouchfafe  to  charge  themfelves  with  my 
requeft,  and  prefent  my  humble  fupplication  to 
the  auguft  Monarch." 

Such  was  the  requeft  I  made  to  the  Judges ; 
fuch'was  my  entreaty;  whether  or  no  it  was 
reafonable,  I  appeal  to  the  candid.  In  an  Eng- 
lifh  court,  I  have  been"  informed  that  the  ac- 
cufed  have  the  privilege  of  availing  themfelves 
of  every  eircumftance,  however  minute,  that 
they  themfelves  may  think  material  to  their  de- 
fence, and  that  the  Judge  himfelf  is,  by  the  law 
of  that  country,  of  counfel  for  the  prifoner. — 
What  is  the  cuftom  in  France  ?  How  ftriking 
the  cpntraft !-- -But  how  does  it  apply  imme- 
diately ?  In  what  manner  did  my  Judges  receive 
my  requeft ?  Dupuis,  Fremyn,  and  the  Car- 
dinal, turned  afide  without  anfwering.  The 
weight  was  laid  in  the  fcale  of  the  accufen— 
The  Judge,  having  recolle&ed  himfelf,  addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  Cardinal,  by  way  of  putting 
words  into  his  mouth  :  "  You  have  been  al- 
ready a  long  time  confined ;  and  are  we  yet  to 
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be  delayed,  and  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  M.  de 
la  Matte  ? "  This  was  all  taken  down.  "  But," 
faid  the  Cardinal,  "  what  I  fay  merely ,  cannot 
be  a  rule  ;  and  if  the  King  fhould  fo  command, 
it  is  my  duty  to  fubmit,  without  a  fingle 
mumur," 

Thus  clofed  my  firft  confrontation  with  the 
Cardinal,  which  exhibits  a  flight  fpecimen  of 
the  machinations  againft  me;  of  the  whole 
combined  abilities  of  lawyers,  determined  to 
wreft  every  thing  to  tlieir  own  purpofe ;  of  all 
the  learning  of  fo  diftinguiihed  a  perfonage  as 
the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  and  of  all  the  efforts  of 
his  numerous  family  combined,  and  directed 
againft  the  imbecility  of  a  poor,  weak,  and  un- 
protected female.— Flufhcs  not  the  cheek  of 
Candor,  glows  not  the  bofbm  of  Generofity 
with  honeft  indignation  ?  Advances  not  the 
fword  of  infulted  Juftice,  to  avenge  my  wrongs  ? 
— Yes;  Juftice,  Generofity,  and  Candor,  are 
all  in  my  favor  :  they  will  all  confider  this  tem- 
porary triumph  of  my  enemies  with  that  con- 
temptuous fcorn  which  their  conduft  merits, 
while  they  congratulate  that  innocence  which 
has  paffed  the  flaming  furnace  of  perfecution, 
and,  like  the  three  favorites  of  heaven,  as  re- 
}  corded 
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cbrded  in  the  facred  writings,   efcaped  unin- 
jured. 

Shall  I  be  allowed,  as  I  have  hinted  ffiborna- 
tion  of  witnefles,  as  I  have  branded  fome  with 
that  epithet,  to  make  fome  comments  upon  the 
pcrfons,  their  connexions,  and  the  nature  of 
the  evidence  which  appeared  againft  me  ? 

Monlieur  de  la  Porte,  oge  of  the  witnefles, 
was  an  advocate  of  the  parliament,  to  whofe 
firft  child  I  flood  fponfor,  with  the  Count  du 
Crcnee,  ecuyer  of  Monfieur.  This  man  was  a 
perfon  whom,  in  my  profperity,  I  had  protcdted 
and  favored :  he  was  very  much  embarrafled, 
and  confiderably  in  debt.  When  he  appeared  in 
my  prefence,  he  trembled,  and  was  greatly  agi- 
tated. I  clearly  perceived  the  drift  of  his  depo- 
fition,  which  "was  one  of  the  moft  ingenuous, 
though  leaning  a  little  towards  that  flight  con- 
fidence which  I  had  repofed  in  him,  relative  to 
my  intimacy  with  the  Queen.—"  M.  de  la 
Porte,"  faid  I,  addrefling  him,  "  I  believe  you 
to  be  an  honeft  man.  Forget  for  a  moment 
that  you  have  made  any  depofition,  and  dire&ly 
anfwer  my  queftions."  The  Sieur  la  Porte, 
when  I  preffed  him  ftrongly  by  interrogations, 
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at  length*  confeffed  that  he  was  perfecuted  by 
Achettc,  his  father-in-law,  who,  knowing  my 
intimacy  with  the  Cardinal,  conceived  that  I 
could,  •  fhrough  his  means,  oblige  them.  "  I 
was  charged,"  continued  he,  "  to  propofe  to 
Madam  two  hundred  thoufand  livres,  one  hun  • 
drcd  thoufand  of  which  was  to  be  paid  in  money, 
and  the  other  in  diamonds  :  the  hundred  thou- 
fand livres  were  to  be  divided  between  my  father- 
in-law  and  the  perfon  who  firft  procured  me  the 
honor  of  an .  acquaintance  with  Madam.  This 
offer  fhe  has  cpnitantly  refufed ;  and  when  (he 
received  a  note  from  the  Cardinal,  defiring  her 
to  fend  the  jewellers'  addrefs,  the  Count  came 
himfelf  in  his  cabriole  to  my  door,  to  fetch  it ; 
I  immediately  gaxe  it  to  him,  .and  a  few  days 
after  I  learned  from  the  jewellers,  that  they  were 
difembarraffed  of  what  had  been  fo  long  bur- 
thenfome  ;  and  I  was  further  given  to  under- 
stand, that  they  had  been  to  the  Countefs's 
houfp,  to  communicate  it  to  her,  and  to  return 
their,  acknowledgments.  I  was  repeatedly 
charged  to  entreat  the  Coufltpfs,  and  alfo  the 
Count,  to  fuffer  me  to  take  meafure  of  their 
fingers  for  rings,  and  one  even  for  Rofalie, 
their  firft  femrae  de  chambre.  The  Count  and 
Countefs  were  both  above  flairs,  and  the  latter 
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was  very  angry  that  I  ftill  perfifted  to  liifult  her 
with  my  offers  ;  which/5  added  he,  "  fhe  has 
a  hundred  times  refufed,  and  could  never  by 
any  means  be  brought  to  accept.  And  fo  far 
is  fhe  from  having  had  aijy  thing  to  do  in  this 
affair,  that  fhe  has  advifed  the  jewellers  to  take 
the  utmoft  precaution  in  dealing  with  the  Car- 
dinal ;  and  I  folemnly  declare,  that  I  have  never 
feen  Madam  fince  the  day  that  I  prefled  her  to 
accept  the  offer  of  the  jewels.  She  has  denied 
me  her  houfe,  and  kept  her  word ;  for  I  have 
feveral  times  prefented  myfelf,  without  having 
had  the  honor  of  feeing  her.  As  to  the  letters 
which  I  fpeak  of,  it  is  to  the  other  perfon,  who 
was  to  have  fhared  with  my  father-in-law, 
who  has  told  me  latterly,  that  Madam  had  fhewn 
him  letters,  addreffed  To  my  confin,  the  Countefs 
deValoisr 

Such  was  nearly  the  depofition  of  M.  de  la 
Porte,  part  of  which,  if  properly  confidered, 
would  have  proved  advantageous  for  my  defence. 
— Can  it  be  fuppofed  that,  this  depoiition  could 
have  paffed  under  the  infpe&ion  of  feventy 
judges  ?  Is  it  neceffary  that  I  fhould  give  proof 
of  this  ?— Certain  it  is,  that  I  have  never  to- 
tally relied  upon  the  ftrength  of  any  depofition ; 
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lometimes  I  treated  them  with  that  indifference 
they  deferved,  and  only  laughed  at  fome  of  their 
ridiculous  contents,  as,  for  example,  that  of  this 
curious  addrefs,  To  my  coujtn^  the  Countefs  de 
Valoisl— Such  abfurdity,  fuch  ingratitude  from 
2  perfon  to  whom  I  had  rendered  fervice,  af- 
fefted  me  more,  than  if  from  a  ftranger  whom 
I  had  never  obliged.  This  laft  depofition  clofed 
with  railing  my  indignation.  "  AIT  thefe  depo- 
fitions  are  very  aukwardly  fabricated,"  faid  I ; 
44  but  'tis  to  be  hoped  that  my  Judges  will  dis- 
cover and  punifh  thefe  falfe  witnefles  ! "— -"  Oh 
no,  Madam,*'  replied  the  Sieur  Dupuis,  "  I  have 
not  taken  down  that !  Yes,  yes,  we  know  very 
well*  and  will  do  you  all  juftice."— But  when 
1  arofe,  intending  to  depart,  and  refuiirtg,  as 
well  for  the  prefent,  as  the  time  to  come,  ever 
again  to  enter  this  hall  of  facrifice,  he  cauled 
that  to  be  written,  b^aufe  it  (hould  appear  in 
future  againft  me,  as  flighting  the  proceedings 
of  the  court.— I  believed,  when  firft  I  heard 
mention  made  of  this  lingular  addrefs,  that  all 
thefe  people  were  of  the  family  of  the  peafant, 
who  wrote  a  letter  to  his  fon  with  the  follow- 
ing curious  dirc&ion  :    To  Mr.  ,    my  fon , 

Mafcr  LacrjueVy  at  Paris. 
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At  length  I  again  faw  M.  Doillot.  I  almoft 
thought  it  an  age  fince  I  had  feen  him  before. 
At  this  interview,  •  M.  Doillot  knit  his  large 
beetle  brows  with  all  the  gravity  of  an  oracle* 
**  So,  Madam — very  well— you  feem  quite 
giddy.  I  expe&ed  to  haye  found  you  deje&ed, 
and  almoft  dead.  Such  is  the  rumour  through- 
cut  all  Paris,  and  that  you  are  extremely  mif- 
chievous  and  unruly,  and  have  even  bit  poor  St. 
Jean  in  a  mod  terrible  manner/'  This  report, 
he  faid,  he  i&d  heard  in  a  coffee-houfe  near  the 
Baftile.  "  But  if  I  was  in  his  place,"  (aid  this 
perfon  to  M.  Doillot,  "  I  (hould  not  be  quite  {o 
patient/*  I  then  gave  all  my  confrontations  to 
M.  Doillot.  He'appeared  furprized,  andobferv- 
ed  me  attentively  without  being  able  to  fay  a 
•word.  At  length  he  told  me, » that  the  Sieur 
L/Orveuil,  after  having  fpoke  to  him  fcanda- 
loufly  of  M.  de  la  Motte,  told  him  this  tale. 
44  Yes,  M.  Doillot— oh  !—  your  client — (he 
confefles  herfelf  guilty — aye,  guilty  of  every 
thing/*  M.  Doillot  was  ftruck  with  it.  "  Yes, 
I  tell  you  every  thing/*  M.  Doillot  recovering 
himfelf,  rejoined,  "  Is  it  poffible  that  (he  can 
have  confeffed  that  (he  is  guilty  ?  Let  me  fee 
the  minutes  (he  has  figned/*  JL*Orveuil  had  an 
anfwer  ready,  "  Do  you  doubt  it  then  ?**  (aid  he. 
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**  If  it  was  not  the  truth,  I  fhould  not  have  told 
you.  I  ought  not  to  have  done  fo,  and  it  is  not 
my  duty  to  truft  you  with  thefe  papers,'* 
44  Very  well,"  replied  M.  Doillot ;  "but,  as  you 
have  told  me  fb,  you  may  as  well  juft  let  me  fee 
the  minutes.' '  L'Orveuil  pretended  that  he  was. 
afraid  to  (hew  them-  He  pointed  out  a  fingle^ 
line  which  ]\1.  Doillot  read,  and  exclaimed, 
bow  foolifh  I  was  to  have  taken  the  burthen  of 
guilt  from  other. people's  (holders,,  and  faddled 
my  felf  with  their  crimes  ;  but,  fufldenly  recoU 
Je&ing  himfelf  that  he.  'had  proofs  of  the  con- 
trary, fince  he  had  feen  the  Dorvats,  mother  and- 
daughter,  on  the  part  of  the  Queen,  that  I  could 
jftot  be  fo  foolifh,  nor  have  put  my  hand  to 
what  was  fo  palpably  abfurd.  In  confequence  of 
which,  M.  Doillot  made  a  fecortd  refle&ion,  to 
look  again  at  the  minutes  he  had  read,  if  they* 
were  really  mine,  and  abfolutely  under  my 
fignature. 

It  Was  then  L'Orveuil  was  difcovered.  M." 
Doillot  was,  from  this  moment,  more  particular- 
ly on  his  guard,  and  refolved  to  make  a  memoir 
which  fhould  completely  difmafk  thefe  three 
monfters.  He  conceived  that  he  had  fufficient 
time  to  do   this,   and  to  tell  article  for  article 
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erery<hing  that  pafled  in  the  courfe  of  the  con- 
frontations ;  but  they  had  been  tutored  by  the 
Count  de  Vergennes  and  the  friends  of  the 
houfe  of  Rohan ;  they  had  been  apprized  of  the 
efforts  of  M.  dela  Motte  to  render  himfelf  Up  at 
Paris,  to  be  confined  in  the  fame  prifon  with 
his  wife  ;  they  were  fearful  that  he  would  come, 
and  they  thought  that  he  would  not  be  quite  fo 
difcreet  as  I  was,  that  he  would  boldly  declare 
every  thing  the  Cardinal  had  faid  of  the  Queen. 

Some  days  after,  M.  Doillot,  coming  to  vifit 
me,  was  informed  by  the  Governor,  that  he 
could  not  gain  admiffion  to  fee  me,  as  we  were 
going  to  be  confronted  and  examined  again. 
But  there  were  not  fufficient  falfe  witneflesrto 
he  found  in  Paris  for  the  Cardinal's  defence  <? 
he  mufl  have  recourfe  to  thofe  which  M.  Car- 
bonniere,  his  charge  des  affaires,  had  been  to 
find  in  London,  M.  Doillot  finding  himfelf 
much  preflcd  at  his  own  houfe,  and  not  having 
then  any  thing  further  to  do  with  me  ;  other- 
wile,  he  had  all  my  confrontations,  which  he 
made  me  fign  at  the  four  corners  of  the  fheets. 

On  the  morning  before  the  commencement  of 
this  other  interrogation,  I  was  greatly  furprized 
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to  fee  the  Governor  and  the  King's  Lieutenant^ 
who  came  to  take  me  out  for  a  promenade  on 
the  towers.  It  was  now  three  months  (ince  M. 
de  Launay  had  difcontinued  his  vifits,  in  confe- 
querice  of  my  having  charged  my  turnkey  to 
intreat  him,  from  me,  not  to  return  again  into 
my  chamber.  After  my  walk,  thefe  gentlemen 
continued  with  me  at  leaft  three  quarters  of  an 
hour.  In  the  courfe  of  conversation  the  Gover- 
nor fpoke  as  follows :  "  Are  you  not  furprized, 
Madam,  that  we  ihould  return,  and  at  feeing 
us  again  ?  I  forgot,  this  morning,  to  communi- 
cate to  you  what  I  heard  yefterday  evening,  that 
M.  Doillot  is  "a  good  kind  of  an  old  man,  bpt- 
he  is  now  very  feeble,  almoft  fuperannuated, 
and  incapable  of  bufinefs :  in  a  word,  he  is 
not  fuch  a  perfon  as  you  ought  to  have.  Ob- 
ferve  that,  all  this  time,  the  girl  Oliva  has  two 
advocates,  and  I  believe  that  fhe  will  foon  have 
one  more.  Caglioftro  has  three.  I  would 
advife  you  myfelf,  Countefs,  without  faying  a 
word  to  M.  Doillot,  to  take,  at  leaft,  one  more. 
I  know  one  that  is  recommended  to  me  as  a  moft 
perfeft  pleader,  writes  well,  and  will  execute 
your  bufinefs  to  a  miracle,  but  as  for  poor  old 
Doillot  he  will  moft  certainly  ruin  you." 
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I  heard  this  honeft  gentleman,  who  was  fo 
very  much  interefted  for  my  welfare,  to  the  end 
of  his  tale,  in  which  I  did  not  once  interrupt  him 
-—  but  he  was  known  to  me,  though  I  did  not 
then  pointedly  chufe  to  tell  him  all  I  knew,  left 
I  fhould  be  abridged  of  the  only  pleafant  exer- 
cife  I  had,  my  walk  upon  the  towers.     After  I 
was  affured  that  Jie  had  finifhed  every  thing,   I 
began  my  catechifin,  and  aiked  him  thefe  ques- 
tions: "  Who  has  charged  you  with  this  com* 
miffion,  and  takes  fo  much  concern  in  my  affairs  ? 
Is  it  you  ?"  interrogated  I,  ironically.  "  Doubt- 
lefs.     But  you  are  not  the  only  perfon :    There 
is    another,    whom    you   know   very   well." 
Perfecuted,  as  he  was,  by  thefe  pointed  ques- 
tions,  he  appeared  half  afhamed  of  introducing* 
the   fubjeft ;  however,  he  fuddenly  rccolle&ed 
himfelf,  and   I  repeated   thefe  interrogatories. 
44  Who  is  it  r— the  Cardinal  ?— -his  family  ?•■— 
eh  !"     "  Not"  exclaimed  the  Governor,  "  at 
Verfailles  ;"  (meaning  the  Baron  de  BreteuiL) 
At   this  laft  word,    he  faid  to  the  Lieutenant, 
4t  You  know  the  perfon  I  fpeak  of  very  well.;" 
but  the  Lieutenant  was  a  more  honeft  man  than 
his  Governor :  he  appeared  incapable  of  fuch  a 
ilory,  and  anfwered  him  (harply,  that  he  was 
miftaken,   that  he  had  never  been  queftioned 
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concerning  it,  and  that  fuch  extravagant  cohVer* 
fation  had  never  paffed  before  him.  The  Go-*- 
vernor  hefitated  and  was  filent.  "  Governor," 
faid  I  to  him,  "  I  hope  you  will  remember  what 
you  have  now  faid  to  me,  before  M*  Doillor. 
I  do  not  conceal  from  you  that  .1  fyave  ari  entire 
confidence  in  his, ability,  and  that  I  fhall  com- 
municate to  him  the  whole  df  your  con verfation, 
as  well  as  what  you  have  faid  againft  him  per* 
fonally,  and  you  will  be  *  good  enough  to  teH 
him  the  name  of  this  excellent  advocate,  whom 
you  propofe  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  of  recom- 
mendation. I  am  going  inftantly  to  write  to 
M.  Doillot  to  come  immediately  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  billet."  "  Oh,  you  can  tell  him  your- 
ibjjf,  Madam!*'  replied  the  Governor.  The 
Lieutenant  made  me  a  fignal  that  he  would  take 
care  to  fend  my  billet  as  foon  as  poffible  to  M. 
Doillot,  who  came  at  fix,  the  mortient  he.  re- 
ceived my  note.  I  recounted  to  him  every 
thing  that  had  paffed,  word  for  word,  and  fent 
him  to  the  Governor,  who  was  then  with  the 
King's  Lieutenant. 

M.  Doillot  expr&ffed  his  aftonifhment  at  hear- 
ing that  he  had  treated  him  thus.  The  Gover- 
nor, not  difconcerted,  flood  to  every  thing  he 

had 
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had  faid.    M>  Doillot  demanded  the  nartie  of  thd 
advocate  he  recommended.     The  Governor  in- 
formed him.     "  Ah  !  "  exclaimed  M.  Doillot, 
"  Mr.  Bordet !  he  is  my  brother-in-law.     Can . 
it  be  him,  Mr.  Governor  ?     He  an  orator— -a 
good  writer !  He  has  never  in  his  life  written  a 
line.     The  perfon  you  recommend,    Mr.  Go- 
vernor, is  a  particular  friend  of  the  Cardinal's 
advocate ;  they  are  frequently  together,  and  in 
habits  of  the  ftri£teft  intimacy.     But,"  fays  M. 
Doillot,  in  continuation,  to  the  Governor,  "  I 
am  going  to  relate  a.  converfation,  which  will* 
fufficiently  prove  that  he  is  in  the  Cardinal's 
intereft,  as  being  the  particular  friend  of  one  of 
his  advocates.     I  have  already  related  to  Madam 
de  la  Motte,  the  firft  time  I  faw  her,  that  on 
Shrove Tuefday  we  were  in  the  habit  of  inviting 
all  our  family  to  fpend  the  day  together.    In  the 
evening  a  gentleman  fpoke  to  me  at  fupper  cqii-  ' 
cerning  the  affair  of  the  Cardinal.    My  brother*- 
in-law  anfwered  him,  <  Yes,  I  am  well  con- 
'  vinced  it  is  that  woman,  De  la  Motte,  who  19 
1  guilty  of  every  thing ;  and  as  for  the  t;wo  and 
'  thirty  letters,  which  fhe  pretends  to  have   in 
i  her  poffeflion,  they  are  every  one  forged.?--* 
In  this  very  moment,11  continued  M.  DoUfot, 
"  entered  one  of  his  nephews,  from  the  houfe 
Vol.  II.  F  where 
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where  he  had  Tupped,  who,  without  having 
heard  any  thing  of  the  preceding  converfation, 
fpoke  in  a  very  different  manner  to  another 
young  gentleman  in  company  with  him  :  That 
they  were  in  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  box,  where 
they  faw  the  Marquis  de  Conflans,  the  Duke  dd 
Pludjean  and  many  others,  all  of  whom  faid, 
during  the  interlude,  that  they  knew  the 
Countefs  de  la  Motte,  and  that  fhe  was  inca* 
pable  of  putting  this  trick,  and  deceiving  the 
Cardinal."  *  She  is  too  giddy,  too  volatile,  ever 
€  to   have   patience  to  conduct  an  intrigue  fa 

*  tedious  and  fo  complicated,  particularly  with* 

*  out  any  affiftant.— All,  in  one  word,  blamed 
4  the  Cardinal,  and  exculpated  her/ — M.  Doil* 
lot  then  faid,  that  his  brother-in-law  finifhed 
by  faying,  *  Ah  !  it  is,  indeed,  quite  a  different 
4  thing !  That  which  I  fay,  I  heard  from  the 
c  Cardinal's  own  advocate,  who  is  my  particu- 

*  lar  friend.*  • 

This  converfation  at  once  laid  open  the  whole 
of  the  intrigue.  The  Governor  was  in  the  Car- 
dinal's intereft ;  this  was  the  link  that  bound 
him ;  this  was  the  reafon  why  he  recommended 
me  to  this  able  advocate,  pretending  to  be  inte- 

refted 


refted  for  my  welfare.  But  in  a  multitude  of 
counfel  there  is  not  always  wifdom ;  nor  was 
all  the  addrefs  of  the  Attorney  General  adequate 
to  the  effeft  of  perfuading  M.  Doiilot  to  aban- 
don my  caufe,  or  to  defert  my  intereft ;  and 
the  Governor  himfelf  was  employed  to  preju- 
dice me  againft  M.  Doiilot,  to  the  end  that,  if* 
1  had  not  had  the  fenfe  to  forcfee  their  aim,  but 
fallen  into  the  fnare,  and  taken  another  advo- 
cate, befides  M.  Doiilot,  he  would  himfelf  never 

have  returned,  and  this  perfidious  Governor 

"  It   is  not  neceflary  that   he  fhould  be  ac- 
quainted! It " 

By  fuch  means  did  they  endeavor  to  detacfe 
M.  Doiilot,  whom  they  thought  too  zealous  in 
my  caufe,  and  who,  had  I  been  blindly  induced 
to  take  that  ftep,  without  his  approbation,  woul<| 
very  jufily  have  felt  himfelf  hurt  at  fuch  prefer- 
ence, and  never  more  have  meddled  ip>  my 
affairs. 

I  have  not  yet  faid  any  thing  of  the  Baron  dc 
Planta,  the  Cardinal's  efquire,  his  companion* 
his  every  thing,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  an* 
nexed  correfpondence,  under  the  title  of  th€ 
Savage.    He  had  afferted  in  hi$  firft  depofition, 

♦F  %  th?A? 
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that  he  was  prefent  with  the  Cardinal  at  the 
fcene  of  the  bower,  at  the  farce  of  Oliva,  and 
that  he  and  the  Cardinal  had  both  waited  for  m» 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Queen's  private  ftair-cafe ; 
that,  another  time,  he  had  feen  me  go  out  of 
the  Queen's  apartment,  in  the  month  of  April, 
1 784 ;  that  he  had  waited  to  fee  me  on  the  part 
of  the  Cardinal,  and  afterwards  conduced  me 
to  his  houfe.  "  Yet,"  fays  he,  "  without  know- 
ing at  that  time  who  the  lady  was,  I  have  alfo 
feen  in  her  hands,  two  or  three  times,  upwards 
of  a  thoufand  livres  in  bills  upon  the  Caiflc 
d' Efcompte ;  and  I  have  fometimes  feen  up- 
wards of  two.  or  three  thoufand,  which  the 
Queen  has  given  her,  in  the  year  1784."— 
Ridiculous  jnconfiftency !  Could  this  eftablifli 
the  truth  of  the  Cardinal's  affertion,  that  he  had 
;fent  me  in  a  packet,  by  one  of  his  domeftics, 
about  the  month  of  July,  the  paltry  fum  of 
four  or  five  louis  ?  How  could  the  Cardinal 
know  it,  if  the  Baron  knew  it  ?  though  he  him- 
felf,  without  reverting  to  what  he  hadfpoken, 
alfo  faid  that  I  had  received  fifty  thoufand ;  and, 
upon  the  queftion  which  I  put  to  him,  he  an- 
fwered,  "  that  he  was  certain  of  it,  moft  un- 
doubtedly  he  was  certain,  fince  he  himfelf  had 
feen  them,  and  knew  the  occafion  of  their  be- 
ing 
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ing  given  ;  that  the  Queen  had  lately  been  fuc- 
cefsful  in  her  American  negociations,  for  which 
fhe  had  received  much  money." 

The  poor  Planta,  upon  his  re-examination, 
on  being  interrogated  whether  he  had  any  thing 
to  add  or  diminish,  or  if  it  was  juft  as  he  wifhed  ?: 
replied,  that  it  was  exactly  fo.  "  I  have  feen 
too,"  added  he,  "  a  memoir,  faidto  bepublifhed 
by  the  Countefs  de  la  Motte,  where  fhe  confefles 
that  fhe  never  faw  the  Queen."  He  faid 
what  I  have  juft  repeated,  louder  than  the  reft. 
I  afked  him,  "  how  he  was  able  to  procure  this 
printed  memoir,  fince  he  was  cut  off  from  all 
communication*  with  any  body?"  He  knew 
not  what  anfwer  to  give  ;  at  length  he  replied, 
"  That  is  nothing  to  you  !"  "  Then  I  will 
tell  you  myfelf,"  returned  I :  "  It  is  by  means 
of  an  invalid,  who  is  in  pay  with  the  Cardinal, 
that  you  have  received  this  intelligence ;  it  is 
he  who  has  brought  you  this  memoir,  with  a 
letter,  and  the  day  after  carried  another  memoir 

toCaglioftro." The  fame  invalid  has  entrufted 

this  with  the  Marquis  de  Pelport,  and  he  is  near 
to  fupport  it, 

F  3  The 
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The  Baron  was  very  reluftapt  to  confefa, 
what  in  fa£t  he  could  not  deny.  I  then  clearly 
proved  that  the  Cardinal  had  communication 
throughout  every  part  of  the  Baftile ;  that  he 
could  infinuate  any  thing  he  thought  proper ; 
all  were  his  creatures,  and  all  at  his  difpofal.; 
and  that  his  advocates  and  family,  who  were  all 
free  to  vifit  him,  had  worked  upon  the  evi- 
dence, making  them  the  mere  mouth-pieces  to 
f  convey  whatever  was  deemed  immediately  ma* 
terial  to  his  defence. 

I  now  return  to  my  fecond  interrogatory* 
which  commenced  the  5th  of  April,  J  786,  as 
appears  in  the  interrogatories  of  M.  de  Vilette. 
By  two  letters  which  the  Minifter,  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes,  *judge4  proper,  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand, to  fend  to  his  Attorney-General,  we  fee 
that  M.  Vilette,  being  accufcd,  has  dppofed  that, 
through  the  inftigation  of  Madam  de  la  Motte, 
he  (igned  the  faid  approbation  Marie  Antoinette 
de  France ;  we  alfo  fee,  that  the  perfon  accufed 
defires  to  communicate  fome  very  very  impor- 
tant fecrets,  which  cannot  be  difclofed  to  any 
perfon  but  M.  de  VergenneS.  We  have  ob- 
ferved  to  M.  de  Vilette,  that  he  may  repofe  the 
(ame  confidence  in  us.  My  interrogatory  men- 
tioned 
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tioncd  to  me  thefe  circumftances,  adding,  that 
it  was  eafy  to  underftand  as  much  by  what  the 
Baron  dePlanta  had  depofed,  that,  by  my  com- 
munications with  the  Cardinal,  we  had  both 
feen  the  Queen  ;  and  M.  Vilette,  who  faid  him- 
felf,  that  if  he  did  not  fear  to  include  a  third, 
he  would  fpeak  all,  and  that  Madam  ought  to  en- 
gage you  to  confefs  every  thing.-— But  what  I 
anfwered  to  M.Titon,  the  Judge,  was  yet  more 
fignificant.  He  would  not  take  it  down.  "  We 
know,  my  dear  Countefs,"  faid  he,  "  we  are 
fure  that  you  are  well  with  the  Queen :  I  (hould 
be  very  forry  if  you  fhould  be  iacrificed!" 
"  Sacrificed  !  "  replied  I,  with  warmth  ; 
"  Oh !  if  I  had  any  idea  of  that,  I  would  pub- 
licly declare  every  thing."  "  Oh  ! M  replied 
M.  Titon,  "  I  underftand  you,  Madam.— M. 
Titon  wrote  nothing  of  thofe  words,  which  had 
indeed  been  dictated  by  choler ;  and,  impatient 
of  this  prolixity,  this  tedious  farce,  I  was  fome- 
times  induced  to  anfwer  fharply,  and  found  my- 
felf  at  other  times  difpleafed  with  every  thing 
that  M.  Titon  faid,  whom  I  believed  to  have 
received  his  ii>ftru&ions,  as,  by  every  thing  I 
could  there  difcover,  every  one  came  prepared 
with  his  part ;  and  I  had  then  protefted'againft 
every  thing  that  had  been  faid#bet\veen  me  and 

F4  the 


C    72    ) 

the  Cardinal,    before    the  Judge   Dupuis    4e 
Marce. 

My  freih  interrogatory  commenced  thus  :-«-» 
"  Had  you  no  apprehenfion  *  Madam,  in  giving 
the  Cardinal  the  approbation,  that  he  would  dis- 
cover at  once  that  the  name  was  not  the  Queen's, 
as  well  as  that  it  was  not  in  her  hand- writing  ?,f 
t  replied,  that  1  had  faid  a  hundred  times,  I 
had  given  nothing  to  the  Cardinal,  in  confer 
quence  of  which  1  could  have  no  apprehenfion, 
obferving,  that  fuch  a  thing  was  impra&icable, 
without  the  Cardinal  himfelf  detecting  it.— f 
Upon  the  abfurd  fuppofition  that  the  Cardinal 
dicf  not  know  her  Majefty's  true  name,  no 
more  than  her  hand-writing,  (and  I  believe 
there  is  not  a  creature  in  exiftence  bold  enough 
to  undertake  fuch  an  enterprize)  I  have  proved 
to  the  Cardinal  that  I  feared  nothing,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  circumftance :— » 

•  My  femme  de  chambre,  Rofalie,  has  a  bro- 
ther, blind  from  his  infancy.  I  fpoke  of  it  to 
the  Cardinal,  begging  that  he  would  place  him 
at  the  Quinze  Vingts,  or  put  him  as  a  fupernu-i 
merary.  The  Cardinal  granted  him  eig^t  louis 
Per  annum-)  until  he  could  be  plaped  at  the  houfe, 

of 
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of  the  Quinze  Vingts,  and  defired  of  my  femme 
ile  chambre  a  kind  of  certificate,  or  baptifmal 
xegifter  of  her  brother,  that  he  might  fend  him 
to  the  Abbe  Georgel.  My  femme  de  chambre 
was  bufy  when  th€  Sieur  Vilette  came  to  my 
houfe ;  J  di&ated  to  him  this  memorial,  and  iny 
femme  de  chambre  fent  it  the  firft  time  (he  (aw 
*he  Cardinal  ^t  my  houfe.  "  So,"  faid  I  to  ML 
Titon,  "  there  is  clear  proof  that  I  had  no  fear.' 
However,  Rofalie  wtould  have  been  able  to  have 
wrote  it  herfclf,  as  (he  writes  a  very  good  hand." 
f— -All  this  was  written  down  with  the  greateft 
precifipn, 

M,  Titpn  replied,  that  it  was  very  right.  I 
was  accordingly  confronted  with  my  femme  de 
chambre  and  Vilette,  who  coincided  in  corro- 
borating this  aflertion.  When  the  Cardinal  read 
my  interrogatory,  he  was  not  prepared  for  this 
(hock,  *nd  wi(hed  to  evade  it ;  but  I  urged  him 
home,  and  faid,  "  You  cannot  deny  this,  for 
Rofalie  and  Vilette  have  both  confirmed  it."— 
He  then  faid,  he  believed  he  had  fome  faint  re- 
collection of  the  eircumftance,  but  that  probably 
the  Sieur  Vilette  had  difguifed  his  writing, 
Otherwife  he  (hould  have  paid  more  attention  to 
it ;  and  that,  wheij  a  perfon  is  not  upon  his 

guard, 
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nguard,  he  is  inattentive,  and  fees  nothing.— 
44  Very  true/*  replied  I;  "  but  the  guilty  are 
always  upon  their  guard,  and  never  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  furprized ;  they  would  not  have  put 
into  your  hands  any  writing  fimilar  to  that,  and 
I  defire  the  Ordinal  to  produce  that  writing." 
—This  argument   feemed   to  confound  thefe 

*  three  gentlemen,  and  I  immediately  obferved 
to  my  Judges,  if  it  is  really  true  what  the  Sieur 
Vilette  has  depofed,  that  he  has  figned  the  ap- 
probation, it  proves  that  he  has  not  been  aecuf- 
tomed  to  difguife  his  hand,  and  it  proves  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  find,  among  his  papers, 
many  writings  in  a  fimilar  hand  to  that  of  the 
approbation.      The   Cardinal  replied,    that   he 
Could  not  immediately  recolleft  where  he  had 
put  that  packet.     This  was  an  evafion.     He 
would  not  produce  the  paper  I  demanded,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  it  was  an  incident  ftrongly  in 
my  favor,  and  moft  pointedly  againft  himfelf ; 
and  it  further  proved  that  the  Cardinal  perfectly 
agreed  with  me  in  the  mode  of  fignature  which 
Vilette  had  adopted,  Marie  Antoinette  de  France^ 
which  I  had  myfelf  undertaken  on  the  behalf  of 
$he  Queen.     But  it  was  not  the  cuftom  of  thefe 
wife  judges  to  leparate  truth  and  confiftency 
from  complicated  falfehood ;  neither  had  they 
z  fcgacity 
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fagacity  to  difcover,  nor  integrity  to  apply,  the 
true  point  of  my  defence. 

The  Cardinal's  interrogatory  was  delivered  in 
few  words,  but  thefe  were  very  fignificant:— 1 
If  the  letter  in  queftion  (hould  be  found 
among  his  papers,  the  Cardinal  expreffed  his 
fears,  his  agitation  left  the  King  (hould  chance 
to  difcover  it.  I  then  defired  the  Cardinal  that 
he  would  give  the  key,  and  the  fignification  of  the 
following  paper,  which  was  produced  at  the  triaL 

Sent  afecond  time  toB.  (Bhomer  orBaffanges.) 
Believe  that  it  is  to  f peak  to  him  again  concerning 
that  which  has  been  /aid  the  firjl  time,  upon  the 
fecret  in  queftion.  If  he  is  again  fent  for  by  th* 
minifterj  kt  him  fay  that  the  objefit  in  queftion  has 
been  fent  abroad. 

It  is  neceflary  that  I  (hould  give  a  key  to  this. 
The  Baron  de  Breteuil  had  difcovered  the  nego* 
ciation  of  the  necklace,  and  had  fent  to  the 
jewellers,  to  fearch  the  bufinefs  to  the  bottom. 
In  the  Cardinal's  agitation,  left  he  (hould  be 
difcovered,  this  memorandum  was  wrote,  which 
fufficiently  proves  that  the  Cardinal  was  privy, 
and  confented  to  tjiis  traofadiqo,  the  burden  of 

which 
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which  he  endeavored  to  remove  to  my  fhoulders," 
elfe  he  would  not  have  betrayed  all  that  anxiety, 
all  that  perturbation  of  fpirit  which  was  fb 
very  confpicuous,  during  the  interval  between 
the  firft  converfation  referred  to  in  the  memo- 
randum, and  the  Cardinal's  imprifonment. 

It  is  in  this  place  that  I  defire  my  reader 
to  remember  the  counfels  of  Caglioftro,  the 
Cardinal's  perfuading  my  hufband  to  depart 
for  Alface  ;  he  really  believed  that  we  had 
blindly  followed  his  advice,  that  abfent,  we 
might  bear  the  imputation  of  his  guilt,  and  not 
be  upon  the  fpot  to  confront  him.  So  implicitly 
did  he  imbibe  the  counfels  of  his  fac-totum, 
Caglioftro,  that,  the  moment  he  was  arretted, 
he  could  repeat  nothing  but,  "  Madame  de  la 
Motte  has  deceived  me.  She  has  abfconded  with 
the  necklace.*' 

.  Surely  the  reader  cannot  help  fmiling  at  a 
charge  fo  fancifully  abfurd  !  Does  not  his  in- 
dignation rife,  that  upon  this  charge,  aukwardly 
fupported  by  witneffes,  who  fwore  precifely 
what  the  Cardinal's  advocates  pleafed  to  put  in 
their  mouths,  who  fpoke  no  more  than  what 
the  judges  pleafed  to  remember — Does  not  the 

indignation 
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indignation  of  the  candid  rife,  when  a  charge  fb 
falfe,  evidence  fo  mutilated,  and  judges  fo  par- 
tial, were  able  fo  far  to  overcome  the  truth,  and 
deftroy  the  reputation  of  an  innocent  vi&im  ? 
I  was  myfelf  very  much  firuck  at  fight  of  this 
writing,  to  which  I  fcarce  knew  how  to  fpeak, 
left  it  fhould  prove  fatal  to  the  Cardinal,  who 
was  constantly  making  fignals,  fearful  that  I 
fhould  difcover  what  I  knew  relative  to  this 
paper.  "  Oh  !"  cried  he,  "  It  is  nothing  but  a 
trifling  memorandum,  which  I  am  fometimes  in 
the  habit  of  making,  and  written,  by  my  orders, 
by  my  valet  de  chambre."  That  monfter,  Du- 
puis,  made  fignals  of  encouragement.  I  pretended 
to  regard  the  Cardinal,  and  anfwered,  "  I  am 
not  certain  as  to  the  purport  of  this  writing." 
It  is  true  that,  if  I  had  given  tho  key  to  it,  k 
would  have  appeared  very  perfpicuous,  though  I 
could  have  fpoke  with  equal  confidence  as  before, 
and  might  have  difclofed  fome  of  thofe  fecrets 
into  which  I  had  been  fo  fully  initiated ;  but 
this  I  did  not  wifh,  fearing  that  I  fhould  plunge 
him  into  ftill  greater  difficulties,  and  remaining 
fully  perfuaded  that  evidence  fufficient  had 
already  appeared  againft  him. 


It 
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It  was  in  this  laft  confrontation  that  the  Car-* 
<final,  in  danger  of  being  foiled,  had  conceived 
the  idea  of  fending  the  Sieur  Carbonniere  to 
London,  to  fee  what  he  could  glean  from  public 
report  relative  to  M.  de  la  Motte,  that  could  tend 
to  his  crimination,  or  could  be  wrefted  to  thepur- 
pofe  of  his  matter,  but  I  will  not  here  give  a 
full  explanation  of  this  journey.  I  have  already 
faid  much  in  my  Memoirs  :  I  will  only  hint, 
that  the  efforts  of  my  enemies  will  be  eventually 
in  my  favor  ;  weak-fighted  as  they  were,  while 
they  fuppofed  they  were  crufhing  me  to  atoms, 
they  were  ere&ing  a  pile  which  will  ever  remain 
a  proof  of  their  malice,  while  it  ftands  as  a  monu- 
ment of  my  innocence.  Why  fhould  I  enumerate 
the  machinations  of  the  houfe  of  Rohan  ? 
Why  fhould  I  mention  the  very  words  which 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  faid  to  the  King,  to 
perfuade  him  of  the  innocence  of  the  Cardinal  ? 
that  this  family  wifhed  his  deftru&ion,  to  fhew 
the  univerfe  the  innocence  of  their  relation  ? 
that  they  would  be  indefatigable  in  purfuit  of  Ml 
de  la  Motte,  to  put  him  into  a  Jack  and  throw  him 
into  the  fea? 

I  fhall  flightly  pafs  over  M.  Carbonniere's  firfl: 
journey  to  London,  from  whence  he  returned 

without 
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Without  being  able  to  efleft  his  purpofe.  I  wil£ 
not  trouble  the  reader  with  the  peregrinations 
of  the  capuchin  Mac  Dermot,  with  the  afida~ 
vits  hatched  up  by  perfons  in  London,  with 
thofe  who  confpired  with  miferable  attornie% 
to  deftroy  the  reputation,  and  other  agents  em- 
ployed to  deftroy  the  life  of  my  hufband* 
Their  attempts  to  aflaffinate,  their  efforts  to' 
flander,  have  been  related  in  my  Memoirs,  by 
M.  de  la  Mptte  himfelf.  Thefe  were  great  and 
daring  attempts  ;  but  I  proceed  to  fhew  the  fly 
infidious  methods,  the  poor,  the  pitiful  efforts 
which  the  weaknefs  of  their  caufe  obliged  my 
enemies  to  have  recourfe  to  :  I  mean  their  tam*  ' 
pering  with  a  fervant,  and  bribing  him  to  give 
evidence  againft  his  matter. 

M.  de  la  Motte  had  fent  a  perfbn  of,  the  name 
of  Liziere,  his  valet  de  chambre,  whom  he  had 
taken  with  him  to  England,  to  the  houfe  of 
Madame  de  laFrefney,  our  friend,  whither  I  had 
promifed  to  return,  after  having  feen  the  Baron 
de  Breteuil.  The  police,  being  apprized  of  his 
arrival,  had  him  before  them  to  be^examined, 
but  he  neither  depofed  any  thing  either  againft 
his  mafter  or  me.  The  police  paid  him  a  crown 
for  the  day  in  which  he  appeared,  and  he  was 
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examined  twice,  morning  and  evening,  to  pre-r 
vent  him    from   returning    to  England,    and 
acquainting  the  Count,  his  matter,  with  what 
had  paired  concerning  my  imprifonment  in  the 
Baftile.     This  domeftic,  who  the  firft  time  made 
no  depofition  againft  his  mafter,  the  fecond  time 
faid,  only  in  anfwer  to  the  fecond  interrogatory, 
which  had  been  fubtilly  devifed  td  draw  him  to 
ipeak  of  the  crimes  of  which  we  were  fuppofed 
to  have  been  guilty.     This  Liziere,  fo  worked 
upon,  then  depofed, .  that  his  mafter  had  given 
him  orders,  while  at  £ar  fur  Aube,  to  prepare  the 
cabriolet,     and   to    ufe   all    poflible   diligence; 
adding,  that  his  mafter  had  alio  faid,  that  he  was 
in  a  great  hurry  to  go  to  Verfailies,  whither  the 
Countefs  had  been  lent  for  by  the  Queen,   ahd 
he  was  going  to  fetch  her.     "  I  have,"   conti- 
nued he,   '/  at  the  fame  time,  heard  from  the 
Count,  at  the  houfc  of  Mr.  Jefferys,  in  London, 
that  thefe  diamonds,  which  he  fhewed  him,  had 
been  given  by  the  Queen  to  the  Cpuntefs,  his 
wife.     Moreover' I  have  heard  Mr.  Jefferys  fay, 
in  my  fecond  journey,  that  my  mafter  had  faid, 
that  the  CoSntcfs  had  done  the  Cardinal  effential 
*fervice  with  the  Queen,  with  whom  fhe  was  a 
great  favorite,  and  could  do  as  (he  pleafed." 
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This  is  the  fame  depofition  with  tKat  of  tKi 
tapuchin,  Mac  Dermbt,  and  one,  indeed,  feerra 
talculated  to  fupport  the  other.  I  was  fo  en- 
raged agaiilft  this  depofition,  by  the  atnfwers  I 
made  before  all  my  judges,  that  this  poor  weak; 
domeftic  wept  bitterly  that  he  had  ever  liftened 
to  the  temptatioils  thrown  in  his  way  by  thoft 
ferpehts.  This  poor  fellow  wept  fo  bitterly 
that  even  Du  Marce  and  Ffemyn  faid  to  him^ 
"  If  you  regret  fo  much  that  you  have  made 
this  depofition*  it  is  yet  poffible  for  you  to 
change  it.**  This  miferable  creature  could  only 
anfwer  by  fobs  and  tears,  which  for  a  moment 
flopped  the  confrontation.  The  Sieur  Dupuis . 
repeated  in  a  low  tone  to  Fremyn,  but  loud 
enough  for  me  to  hear  him,  commendations  of 
this  deponent,  whom,  by  fmiles  of  approbation 
and  accents  ©f  encouragement*  they  urged  to 
proceed,  but  I  will  not  enter  minutely  into  this 
depofition,  left  I  fhould  too  much  afffeft  the 
reader's  fenfibility.  "  Oh,  good  God!"  ex- 
claimed I,  lifting  up  my  hands  and  eyes  to  hea- 
ven, M  wilt  thou  not  then  punifti  thefe  impof- 
tors  ?  What  have  I  done  to  them,  that  they 
fliould  corrupt  my  very  domeftics,  wKahad  for- 
merly been  fo  faithful  and  fo  honeft ;  but  now* 
under  the  hope  of  being  rewarded  » 

Vql.IL  O  Omon- 
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O,  monftrous  wretches!  You  may  recejve, 
indeed,  a  little  money  which  you  are  promifed, 
L'Eftuz,  but  will  that  discharge  you  of  your 
obligation  to  your  mailer  ?  From  this  moment 
jrour;  integrity  is  corrupted,. and  your  confcience 
will  never  be  pure  !  No,  gentlemen ;  1  intreat 
you  not  to  change  this  depofition.  It  is  necef- 
fary  that  all  my  judges  fhould  know  it.  I  will 
afk  thepi;  not,  if  they  can  believe  that  amafter 
would  repofe  fuch  confidence  in  a  fervant,  I  beg 
they  will  examine  who  has  been  the  fabricator 
of  thefe  inconfiftencies." 

I  perceived,  from  the  nature  of  this  depofi- 
tion, that  it  was  di&ated  by  the  Sieur  Target, 
the  Cardinal's  advocate,  who,  quite  an  adept  in 
chicanery,  confpired  with  Achette  and  La  Porte 
to  procure  falfe  teftimonies.  I  have  myfelf  re- 
proached them  with  this ;  I  have  convinced  the 
world  that  it  was  the  cafe. 

This  depofition  was  very  expreffive,  and  of  a 
moft  mifchievous  tendency,  which  proved  it  to 
be  the  produ&ion  of  abler  heads,  of  greater 
adepts  in  villainy,  than  a  fimple  inexperienced 
lacquey,  who  was  worked  upon  by  promifes 
aud  threats,    alternately  addrefled  both  to  his 
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hopes  and  fears ;  and  his  poverty  and  inexpe- 
rience, which  fhould  have  gained  him  protec- 
tion, was  taken  advantage  of,  to  make  him  a 
lying  evidence  againft  his  matter. 

Were  they  fo  much  at  a  lofs  to  make  out 
their  charge,  that  they  muft  make  ufe  of  falfe 
witnefs  againft  me?  Muft  they  pry  into  the 
moft  trifling  incidents  of  a  domeftic  nature,  and 
furnifh  a  poor  inexperienced  wretch  with  wea- 
pons of  ingratitude,  with  malevolent  falfehoods, 
againft  thofe  whom,  from  his  duty,  he  fhould 
refpeft  and  ferve  ?-— But  I  will  comment  no 
more  upon  this  :  the  very  circumftance  I  have 
ftated,  the  very  depofition  juft  given,  though 
apparently  againft  me,  is  fubftantially  in  my 
favor. 

I  have  already  fpoke  of  the  Abbe  le  Kel,  but 
I  have  not  yet  loft  fight  of  him.  As  he  was  the 
perfon  who  went  between  me  and  the  Cardinal, 
charged  from  the  latter  to  make  impreffions  in 
his  favor,  I  muft  again  bring  him  on  the  tapis  ; 
he  is  yet  to  play  a  fmall  part,  before  I  take  my 
foal  leave  of  him. 
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The  two  laft  days  of  my  confrontation  he 
came,  as  ufual,  to  vifit  me,  commiffioned  by 
the  Cardinal,  from  whom  he  was  deputed  to 
make  enquiries  refpe&ing  my  health.     H«  in- 
formed me,  that  the  Cardinal  had  refolved  to 
make  no  memoir.— On  the  twenty-firft  of  April 
bur  confrontations  clofed.     The  Abbe  returned 
about  eleven,  with  a  very  fprightly  air,  "  Well, 
I  have  told  you  the  truth,"  faid  he  ;  "  the  Car- 
dinal has  directed  M.  Target  not  to  make  any 
memoir,  and  that  is  now  finally  determined ; 
therefore,  Madam  Countefs,  he  defires  you  to 
obferve  the  fame  proceeding  with  M.  Doillot. 
It  will  be  entirely  ufelefs,  becaufe  this  procefs  is 
a  mere  matter  of  form,  which  will  terminate  in 
nothing :  that  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  world. 
Neverthelefs,  it  is  in  general  believed  that  our 
unfortunate  Cardinal  will  be  difgraced,  and  de- 
prived of  his  offices  and  emoluments ;  but  that 
is,  however,  nothing  but  the  mere  crude  opi- 
nion of  thofe  that  know  nothing  about  it.    Not- 
withftanding,  be  particular ;  don't  let  your  ad- 
vocate proceed,  nor  tell  him  that  I  have  fhewn 
you  the  danger  of  making  it  known  to   the 
Queen  !     I  do  not  chufe  to  meet  him  here ;    but 
I  will  return  to-morrow  morning,  about  ten,   if 
JVf .  Doillot  is  not  with  you." 

A  very 
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A  very  fhort  time  after  the  departure  of  the 
Abbe,  M.  Doillot  arrived.  Inftrufted  by  the 
Abbe,  I  labored  to  difluade  him ;  but,  not- 
withstanding ail  my  remonftrances,  M.  Doillot 
ftill  perfifted  in  his  refolution  of  making  a  very 
ample  memoir  from  the  materials  I  had  given 
him.  I  reprefented  to  him,  that  I  thought  it 
unneceflary.  "  How,  Madam  I "  exclaimed  he. 
"  Will  you  ftill  be  fo  complaifant  to  the  Cardi- 
nal ?  Who  is  it  that  fees  you  ?  Wh©  is  it  that 
thus  advifes  you  to  rufli  to  your  deftrudtion  ;  to 
prevent  you  from  doing  that  which  will  at  once 
be  agreeable  to  your  Sovereign,  and  tend  to  ex- 
culpate yourfelf  ?  The  Cardinal  himfelf  has 
not  done  fo :  he  has  given  materials  for  his  de- 
fence to  Target.— Oh,  Madam !  you  are  yet 
vifited  by  that  man,  who  comes  only  to  deceive 
you  :  after  my  repeated  prohibitions,  I  beg  you 
will  fee  him  no  more.  Fqr  my  own  part,  I 
aflure  you,  that  this  very  day  there  will  be  five 
.hundred  of  the  Cardinal's  memoirs  ifliied  from 
theprefs.  I  am  pofitive  of  what  I  affert ;  and, 
to  convince  you  that  it  is  true,  I  will,  if  pof- 
iible,  procure  one  for  your  perufal." 

This  appeared  to  me  very  ftrange.  M.  Doil- 
lot departed,  and  in  a  few  hours  returned  with 
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one  of  thefe  memoirs  in  his  pocket.  "  There, 
.Madam,"  faid  he,  taking  it  out,  "  there  is  one 
of  the  memoirs  !  Take  it,  and  fatisfy  yourfelf 
that  what  I  fay  of  this  Abbe  is  no  more  than 
the  truth" 
\ 

M.  Doillot  then  left  me  again,  to  go  in  fearch 
of  fome  perfon  to  write  my  memoir,-^-In  the 
interim,  I  perufed  that  of  the  Cardinal,  which 
M.  Doillot  had  given  me,  and  could  not  help 
remarking  the  truth  of  his  affertions  relative  to 
the  Abbe  le  Kel,  and  thinking  of  his  treachery 
and  diflimulation. 

About  feven  the  fame  evening  the  Abbe  ar- 
rived :  I  received  him  very  coolly,  and  con- 
cluded by  fhewing  him  the  memoir,  as  a  proof 
of  his  treachery  and  deceit.-*-"  I  have  alfo 
brought  one  in  my  pocket,'*  faid  he.  "I  now 
come,  not  on  the  part  of  the  Cardinal,  but  my- 
felf :  I  am  as  much  chagrined  as  you  yourfelf 
can  be.  But,  Madam,  if  you  will  not  take  my 
word,  I  do  affure  you,  upon  the  oath  of  an  ec- 
clefiaftic,  that  our  friend  the  Cardinal  is  himfelf 
as  much  diflatisfied  and  enraged  as  either  of  us 
can  be :  I  will  prove  it  to  you,  under  the  {auc- 
tion of  the  fame  oath,  that  M,  Target  came  to 

the 
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the  Cardinal's  apartment,  which,  as  fbon  as  he 
read,  the  Cardinal  ftrongly  difapproved  of,  and 
treated  M.  Target  very  roughly  on  the  occafion ; 
faying  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention  to  publifh 
fuch  infamous  lies  concerning  you."  He  then 
pulled  out  his  pencil,  obliterated  great  part  of  it, 
and  concluded  by  throwing  it  away  entirely, 
faying,  "Inftead  of  clearing  me,  you  have 
blackened  me  by  fuch  vile  conduct.  No— it  is 
by  no  means  my  defire  that  thefe  memoirs  fhould 
appear."  His  eyes  were,  at  that  time,  full  of 
tears.  Target  replied,  with  an  air  of  effrontery ^ 
that  it  muft  pofitively  appear,  as  his  family  had 
given  orders  for  that  purpofe,  and  quitted  him 
abruptly.  "  Believe  me,  Madam,"  added  he, 
"  that  the  Cardinal  entertains  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  for  you*  as  he  has  ever  done ;  the  fame 
fentiments,  as  you  may  perceive  from  what  I 
have  told  you,  which  he  is  ready  to  come  for- 
ward and  evince,  if  he  {hould  fee  you  in  fuch  a 
dangerous  fituation  as  to  require  it." 

Sufpended  and  uncertain,  I  knew  not  what  to 
think.  The  Abbe  had  taken  his  fokmn  oath  of 
the  truth  of  his  affertion,  and  I  chofe  to  believe 
the  Cardinal  incapable  of  having  ordered  the 
Abbe  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  bafenels,  fp  artfully 
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contrived,  fo  plaufibly  related.  Diffembiing  hy? 
pocrite !  but  I  knew  the  Cardinal's  principle^ 
better,  and  thought,  if  he  had  appeared  to  have 
done  me  an  injury,  it  was,  poffibly,  becaufe  he 
plight  conceive  his  circuniftances  obliged  him 
to  do  fo.  If  he  fuppofed  that  I  ha.d  the  keys  of 
authority,  he  was  himfelf  groflly  deceived— 
but  this  was  what  Target  had  advifed.  "  Let 
us,"  fays  he,  "lay  all  upon  her  fhoulders. 
She  who  has  made  her  theinftrument  of  facri? 
dicing  the  Cardinal,  who  i$  fo  well  with  the 
JCing,  will  come  to  her  affiftance.  We  muft 
gxert  ourfelves  to  exculpate  our  client  at  all 
events,  and  leave  her  to  the  prote&ion  of  the 
perfon  who  only  plans  the  deftruftion  of  the 
Cardinal,  which  (lie  hopes,  through  her  mean^ 
to  effedt. 

I  certainly,  in  this  inftance,  forgot  jny  felf,  for 
the  Cardinal  had,  without  doubt,  done  me  great 
injuftice.  J  reafpned  to  myfelf,  '.'  He  is  guilty^ 
Becaufe  he  has  accufed  me  of  having  ftolen  the 
necklace.  Could  he  have  found  no  other 
means  of  defence,  without  having  fo  unjuftly 
criminated  pie?  But,  poffibly,  he  has  been 
fufficiently  afhamed  of  having  made  fb  odious, 
fo  abfurd  an  accufation. 

The 
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*Fhe  next  day  I  was  aftonifhed  by  the  arrival  of 
tyL  Doijlot,  "  I  come/*  fays  he,  "  to  commuT 
i>icate  a  vpry  ipiportant  piece  of  intelligence, 
with  which  you  are  yet  unacquainted.  I  am 
.not  inarmed  of  the  reafon,  but  they  talk  of 
giving  judgment  in  your  caufe  next  week. — 
It  is  very  extraordinary,  indeed ;  but  I  muft 
Jpok  into  it.  I  have  always  underftood  that  it 
was  not  to  be  determined  tijl  the  week  after 
Whitfuntide.  I  fear,  as  this  is  to  be  determined 
fo  foon  and  fo  unexpe&edly,  that  I  (hall  fcarce 
have  time  to  complete  my  memoir.  I  am,  on 
the  other  fide,  ijot  mpre  fatisfied  concerning 
what  you  have  already  given.  There  is  a  per- 
fon  who  has  written  a  moft  perfeft  memoir, 
who  is  very  converfaht  in  thefe  affairs:  he 
is  a  young  man  of  firft  -  rate  abilities.— 
Iq  reading  thefe  pieces  which  you  have  given 
me,  he  almoft  devoured  them.     i  O  how  happy 

*  I  ihould  be,'  faid  he,  <  to  exert  myfelf  upon 
f  thefe  !  but   it  is   impoflible.     We  fhould  not 

*  have  time.  Thefe  pieces  would  crown  my 
?  reputation.  But  a  great  misfortune  is,  that 
?  the  Abbe  le  Kel,  who  has  patronized  me  from 
f  my   infancy,  is  particularly  attached  to   the 

*  houfe  of  Rohan,    whom  I  dare  not  difoblige ; 

t  but  never  mind,  M.  Doillot.     I  beg  you  wil£; 

4  leave 
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*  leave  me  thefe  pieces  till  you  return/  The 
next  day,  when  I  waited  on  the  Abbe,  *  M. 
"*  Doillot,*  faid  he,  '  I  have  a  very  great  incjina- 
4  tion  to  ferveyour  unfortunate  client ;  but  there 
4  is  one  fmall  difficulty.  I  am  young,  and  far 
4  from  being  rich.     If  I  labor  at  this,  I  (hall  not 

*  be  able  to  do  it.   without  you  will  aflift  me  : 
4  but,  for  the  fum  of  thirty  louis,  I  promife  to 

*  make  a  perfect  memoir,  and  to  execute  it  as  it 
4  ought  to  b6  ;  neverthelefs,  I  am  not  without 
c  apprehenfions  that  my  lituation  and  circum- 
€  fiances  will  not  let  me  undertake  it."  M. 
Doillot  confented  to  give  it  him,  but  he  wiflied 
to  have  it  pafs  for  his  own  produ&ion,  that  he 
would  not  fay  that  he  had  read  any  writing  fear- 
ful left  the  Queen  fhould  not  chance  to  know  it • 
The  Abbe,  who  wifhed  to  gain  fome  reputation, 
would  not  make  this  promife,  fo  that  I  have  to 
thank  the  vanity  of  M.  Doillot,  that,  inftead  of 
a  complete  and  comprehenfivc  memoir,  which 
would  have  proved  the  cabal  of  the  Judges  and 
the  Deputy  General  Advocate,  there  was  no- 
thing but  a  brief  fummary,  which  had  been 
drawn  up  by  fome  perfon  more  complaifant  than 
the  Abbe,  which  made  no  mention  of  the  name 
of  the  author  (but  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  of 
(this).  This  fummary  was  made  two  days  be- 
fore 
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fore  we  went  to  the  Conciergerie.  M.  Doillot 
paffed  two  hours  with  me.  I  believe  it  was  that 
very  evening,  near  feven  o'clock.  "  I  have 
received,'*  {aid  he,  "  a  thoufand  compliments 
upon  our  abftra£t,<for  which  I  have  been  applaud- 
ed by  many  diftinguifhed  perfonages.  I  am 
very  uncertain,"  continued  M.  Doillot,  "whe- 
ther you  will  go  this  evening  to  the  Conciergerie ; 
however  that  may  be,  I  would  advife  you  to 
prepare  yourfelf.  A  perfon  of  my  acquaintance 
has  told  me,  that  he  thought  they  would  come 
to  fetch  you  at  eleven  or  twelve, 

I  received  this  intelligence,  alas !  with  joy; 
believing  that  this  would  be  the'laft  day  of  my 
captivity.  M.  Doillot  did  not  appear  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  caft  down.  I  could  not  difcover 
in  his  behaviour  the  leaft  trace  which  could 
lead  me  to  fuppofe  he  had  the  fmalleft  defpon- 
dency  :  at  leaft  it  appeared  fo  to  me.  He  alked 
me  if  I  had  any  idea  of  criminal  procefs  ?  I 
replied  in  the  negative.  **  You  know,"  replied 
M.  Doillot,  "  that  criminals  are  placed  upon  a 
flool  during  the  time  of  trial  ?"  "  Yes,  I  do." 
"  There  is  no  other  reafon,"  anfwered  he, 
4<  than  that  they  may  be  feated,  if  any  thing 
difagreeable  fhould  happen  ;  but   ?.t   this,  you 

fliould 
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ihould  not  be  furjprized  any  ijiore  than  if 
palling  along  the  fmall  flair-cafe." — "  Good 
God  !  exclaimed  1  to  M.  Doillot,  "  I  don't  com- 
prehend what  you  mean  Jto  fay  with  your  little- 
and  great  flair-cafes." 

Oh>  young  and  giddy  as  I  then  was  !  in  thefp 
myfterious  terms  were  couched  the  predidlion  of 
what  I  was  to  undergo,  terras  which,  from 
their  incomprehenfibility,  ceafed  to  fix  my 
attention.  Why  did  I  not  put  fome  queftion  ? 
Why  did  I  find  my  felf  confined  from  fpeaking? 
i4 1  don't  underftand  what  you  mean  by  your 
(lair-cafe  ?"  M.  Doillot  would  not  charge  him- 
felf  with  the  letter  which  I  had  written  to  thp 
Queen,  becaufe  he  yvas  confident  it  would  be 
inefficacious*  As  well  as  I  can  now  remember, 
he  alked  me  what  I  had  done  with  that  letter  ? 
If  I  had  not  burnt  it,  that  he  would  immediately 
do  it,  as  he  was  fearful  left  it  might  have  been 
loft;  "for,  I  afk  your  pardon,  but,  really,  you 
are  a  little  giddy."  "  Oh,  no!  no!"  replied  I 
to  M.  Doillot,  "  I  (hall  not  lofe  it ;  on  the-con- 
trary,  as  foon  as  I  come  near  any  fire  it  fhall  be 
burnt."  He  believed  me,  and  went  about  his 
bufinefs. 

About 
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About  eight,  I  went  to  fupper.  My  turnkey 
came  up  for  fomething  which  I  cannot  now 
recolleft.  "  Oh^  oh,  Madam,"  fays  he,  with  a 
difaftrous  countenance,  and  in  a  tone  of  blunt 
rufticity,  "how  very  gay  you  feem!  What 
news  has  M.  Doillot  brought  you  ?  Your  bufi  - 
nefs  is  likely  to  be  terminated  a  la  Greve. 
*Tis  a  devilifh  bad  affair,  indeed."  I  took  what 
this  clownifh  fellow  faid  to  be  merely  in  jeft, 
though  I  thought  this 'rather  a  coarfe  kind  of  a 
joke,  yet  I  conceived  it  probable  that  he  might 
be  placed  near  me  to  take  notice  of  what  I  faid ; 
I,  therefore,  refolved  to  defeat  his  purpofe,  by 
faying  as  little  as  poflible,  till  this  animal  had  the 
affurance  to  feat  himfelf  in  my  elbow  chair* 
"  Go,"  faid  I,  "  to  St.  Jean,  and  tell  your  Go- 
vernor I  am  not  fo  eafily  intimidated ;  but  ajk 
him,"  continued  I,  "  if  he  knows  whether  we 
are  to  go  to-night  to  the  Conciergerie,  becaufe  I 
wifh  to  lay  down,  *if  I  thought  that  we  fhould 
not  go  this  evening,  but  return  immediately  and 
bring  me  an  anfwer." 

He  returned  again    about   ten  o'clock— 
"  At  eleven,  Madam,"  faid  he,  ♦*  hold  yourfelf 
in  readinefs :    they  will  begin   with  you."— 
At  eleven  he  came     € 'Adieu  ,  St.  Jean  !"   ex- 
claimed 
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claimed  I,  with  a  light  head*  "  I  hope  I  fhall  never 
again  enter  your  villainous  Baftile."  "  Oh, 
Madam !"  rejoined  he,  inftantly,  "  Will  you 
be  good  enough  to  return  me  my  knife  and  my 
fciflars,  becaufe  they  are  going  to  whip  you 
below  ?"  "  Very  well,  St.  Jean  !  Defcend," 
continued  I,  "  a  minute  or  two/'  This  expref- 
fion  ("  they  are  going  to  whip  you,")  made 
me  cautious  of  my  intended  letter  for  the 
Queen,  which  I  concealed  in  my  bofom.  St. 
Jean  then-  returned,  and  conduced  me  to  the 
inner  hall  of  council,  where  I  found  the  Gover- 
nor and  two  Huiffiers^  who  are  termed  Huijfiers 
de  la  Chaine*  After  fome  trifling  converfation 
on  both  fides,  one  of  thefe  Huiffiers  begged  my 
pardon,  telling  me  that  it  was  always  the  cus- 
tom to  fearch  the  pockets  of  all  thofe  whb  w^nt 
out  of  the  Baftile  to  the  Conciergerie.  He  then 
fearched  my  pockets,  opened  a  large  bundle  of 
papers,  but  read  none  ;  after  which  we  departed 
in  a  hackney-coach  for  the  Conciergerie. 

Releafed  from  the  Baftile,  Paris  appeared  to 
me  fuperb,  but  our  journey  feemed  extremely 
fhort.  It  was  near  midnight.  All  the  front 
yard  before  the  court  was  illuminated,  as  well  as 
the  court  itfelf ;  it  was  as  light  as  day.  The 
2<4  place 
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place  was.  amazingly  crouded :  all  the  guard  were 
under  arms.  An  officer  came  to  give  me  his 
arm  to  alight  from  the  carriage.  I  was  con* 
dufted  to  a  large  hall,  which  they -call  le  Greffe, 
whither  I  was  attended  by  four  or  five  hundred 
perfons.  All  the  paflages— .the  taUes*— every 
place  was  crouded* 

The  keeper  of  the  Cenciergerie,  and  his  wife* 
behaved  to  me  with  great  civility  and  humanity* 
They  offered  me  fome  refrefhment;  which  I  ac- 
cepted. I  liftened  with  pleafure  to  a  profufion 
*>f  civil  things  that  were  faid  to  me  by  the,  fur- 
rounding  multitude,  many  of  whom  exprefled 
very  warm  and  fmcere  wilhes  for  my  fuccefs* 
and  feemed  much  pleafed  at  the  manner  in 
which  I  returned  their  civilities. 

About  two,  finding  myfelf  fatigued,  I  expreff* 
cd  a  defire  to  take  fome  reft ;  and,  after  paying  t 
my  refpedfcs  to  this  numerous,  company,  the 
keeper's  wife  conduced  me  herfelf  to  the  apart- 
ment prepared  for  my  reception.  Before  fhe 
left  me,  fhe  obligingly  told  me,  that  fhe  would 
come  at  fix  o'clock  to  fee  if  I  wanted  anything, 
and  to  give  me  afliftancp  in  dreffing  myfelf. 


At 


(    9«    1 

At  fix  o*ck)ck  they  began  to  aflemble---a[boirt 
half  paft  fix  I  was  ready— but  they  began  with 
poor  Oliva,  who  was  delayed  with  her  child. 
The  keeper's'  wife,  to  whom  I  expreffed  a  defire 
of  feeing  her*  coridu&ed  her  to  my  chafnbef, 
which  was  very  near.  I  confbled  the  mother** 
but  I  gently  reproved  her,  for  the  wrongs  (he  had 
done  me  in  following  fo  blindly  the  advice  of 
her  advocates,  relative  to  the  fuppofed  letter  of 
the  Queen,  which,  (he  faid*  I  had  (hewed  her. 

Between  ten  and  eleven*  Hubert,  the  keeper 
of  the  Conctergeriey  attended  by  his  (on,  conduct- 
ed me  by  the  little  (lair-cafe,  as  M.  Dbillot  had 
before  told  me,  but  to  which  I  then  paid  little 
attention.  The  Sieur  Fremyn  then  came  to  take 
my  hand,  and  conduced  me  to  the  hall  where 
my  judges  were  all  aflembled. 

This  was  to  me  a  moft  tremendous  fight ;  h 
was  an  awful,  an  alarming  crifis.  It  is  here  I 
I  am  going  to  prove,  that,  accufed  without 
guilt,  I  was  tried  without  juftice,  and  condemn- 
ed without  proof;  that  my  accufation  was  fup- 
ported  upon  the  narrow  foundation  of  falfe  tefti- 
mony,  apparent  even  to  my  very  judges,  as  con- 
tradictory and  rciplete  with  abfurdity.  Muft 
.  i  I  then. 
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I  then  draw  the  melancholy  inference  frorti 
what  I  have'premifed,  that  I  fell  a  vi£Hm  to 
irijuftice  and  oppreffion  ?  that  a  court,  compofed 
of  upwards  of  fixty  judges,  were  convened  for 
the  purpofe  of  condemning  an  innocent  and  un- 
protected female  ?  \^s*  i  Will  proceed  to  re- 
cord my  own  difgrace ;  hut  the  number  and 
character  of  the  judges,  tjie  folemnity  and  cere- 
monies of  procefs,  will  alfo  enable  me  to  draw 
another  inference,  and  to  remark  what  hofts  are 
neceflary,  in  ftrong  combination,  to  be  fucceff- 
ful  in  the  condemnation  of  innocence.  How 
powerful  is  truth,  unfupported  by  temporal 
power?  How  weak  its  enemies,  though  rein- 
forced with  all  the  engines  of  defpotifm ! 

Condemned  by  this  tribunal,  having  in  vain 
petitioned  for  a  rehearing  on  earth,  and  denied 
that  juftice  which  I  have  a  right  to  demand, 
though  loaded  with  what  my  enemies  term 
infamy,  I  do  not  defpair ;  my  caufe  will  be  re- 
heard, the  evidences  againft  me  be  re-examined, 
and  my,  fentence  will  be  reverfed,  with  an 
equal  degree  of  honor  to  myfelf,  as  here  they 
have  labored  to  ftamp  me  with  opprobrium.— 
At  that  tribunal,  where  I  fhall  again  meet  them, 
I  (hall  have  juftice ;  my  innocence  will  there 
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appear,  an£  their  unrighteous  judgment  will  be 
reverfed.  "  Father  of  Mercy,  to  thee  I  raife  my 
cry,  the  cry  of  innocence  oppreffed  !  that  Cry, 
though  too  feeble  to  be  heard,  to  be  regarded  by 
my  enemies,  is  regiftered  in  heaven,  yqt  more 
potent  than  all  the  conjunctive  force  of  human 
jurifdiftion,  where  the  edift  of  defpotifm  dares 
to  mimic  the  voice  of1  juftice. 

Muft  I  then  fummon  up  all  my  refolution  to 
proceed  in  my  narrative  ?  to  defcribe  my  terrors 
upon  entering  the  hall  where  fo  many  judges 
were  aflembled  ?  '  to  paint  thofe  fears  which 
aflailed  me  at  an  appearance  fb  novel  ?  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  narration  of  my  humiliation  and  dis- 
grace ? .    Alas,  I  muft  ! 

.Too  foon  I  underftood  the  ambiguous  mean- 
ing of  M.  Doillot,  in  fpeaking  of  the  felettey 
notwithstanding  that  he  had  attempted  to  pre- 
pare me  for  the  occafion ;  but,  iinderftanding 
not  his  hints,  I  then  betrayed  no  Symptoms  of 
terror.  It  \\\is,  perhaps,  becaufe  I  was  not  then 
acquainted  with  the  meaning  of  thefe  myfte- 
rious  expreflions.  At  length,  however,  I  heard 
a  number  of  voices  tending  to  encourage  me,  and 

Striving  to  infpire    me    with    confidence. 
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u  Mtift  I  then  occupy  this  feat  ?M  exclaimed  lf 
"  Muft  I  be  forced  into  thisje/ette,  formed  only 
for  the  reception  of  the  guilty  ?  Subdued  by 
powerful  neceflity,  alas!  I  muft." 

Agitated  by  the  moft  heart-rending  fenfations, 
I  remained  a  long  time  in  a  moft  dreadful  fitua- 
tion;  my  knees  knocking  together,  and  my 
whole  frame  trembling  with  agitation,  unable  to 
articulate  a  fingle  fyllable.  At  length,  but  I 
fcarce  know  how,  I  found  myfelf  feated,  but  fo 
overwhelmed  with  (hame,  at  finding  myfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  fuch  a  number  of  judges,  by  fuch  a 
crowd  of  fpe&ators,  I  was  almoft  induced,  to 
prevent  my  anfwering  to  thefe  humiliating 
queftiohs  which  were  prepared  forme,  to  let  fall, 
as  if  by  miftake,  the  letter  which  I  had  written 
to  the  Queen,  that  letter  which  was  intended  * 
to  have  been  fent  by  the  Abb£  le  Kd--~but* 
unfortunately  for  me,  (I  fay  Unfortunately, 
becaufe  I  am  at  this  moment  perfuaded  that  my 
judges  would  have  taken  me  under  their  protec- 
tion, as  being  a  prifoner,  but  I  was  badly  advifed), 
while  I  was  in  this  ftate  of  helitation,  and  con- 
sidering within  myfelf  whether  I  (hould  do  this, 
I  heard  a  general  cry,  which  was  re-echoed 
throughout  the  hall,  "  Proceeds-proceed,  Ma- 

H  a  dim. 
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d*m.  ,Take  courage.**  This  encouragement 
from  to  many  of  my  judges  fupported  my  fink- 
ing fpirits,  infpired  me  with  hope,  colle&ed  my 
{battered  thoughts,  and  fixed  my  refolution ; 
their  looks  animated  me,  and,  by  degrees,  I  was 
in  a  condition  to  anfwer  them  with  that  confift- 
ency  of  truth,  and  energetic  fortitude  which 
innocence  alone  ftifpftes. 

So  great  was  the  malice  of  De  Fremyn  againfl: 
me,  that  he  could  not  help  exhibiting,  even  in 
the  very  face  of  my  judges,  a  degree  of  rydenefs 
and  indelicacy,  which,  upon  fuch  an  occafiOn, 
in  fuch  actuation,  but  very  ill  became  him ; 
.but  this  was  by  no  means  fingular,  he  proved 
himfelf,  on  all  occafions,  my  enemy.  This 
man  came  up  to  me  rudely,  and  d.efired  me  to 
take  off  my  hood.  I  looked  at  him  very  atten- 
tively and  faid,  even.before  this  auguft  aflem- 
bly,  "  You  prove,  at  this  very  moment,  how 
much  you  arc  my  enemy."  The  affembly 
applauded  what  I  faid,  and  remoi\ftrated,  with  an 
air  of  difcp^rabation,  "Oh!  why  do  you  fo  ? 
Suffer  the  lady  to  wear  her  calafh." 

M.  df  Aligre  then  read  my  firft  interrogatory, 
Vvhich   was   esprefled   in   a   very  few   words* 

Many 
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Many  {uppofing  that  I  was  acquainted  with  his 
rank  in  the  affembly,  informed  me,  that  it  was 
the  firft  prefident  who  addreffed  me;  upon 
which,  after  having  arofe  and  faluted  him  re- 
fpe&fully,  I  obferved  my  aftonifliment,  at  an 
interrogatory  fo  brief,  fo  very  much  curtailed, 
that  my  judges  could  not  determine  whether  I 
was  innocent  or  not.  **  I  fhould  wifh,"  conti- 
nued I,  "  that  my  judges  would  interrogate  me 
upon  thefe  articles  which  have  relation  to  the 
necklace :  to  thefe  I  am  particularly  anxious  to 
reply,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  demon - 
itrating  to  my  judges  what  I  have  already  ad* 
vanced,  what  I  have  above  an  hundred  times 
repeated,  and  what  I  have  never1,  yet  fwerved 
from."  The  judges  all  exclaimed  that  I  was 
right,  and  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to  make 
feme  additions  to  the  firft  interrogatory,  which 
did  not  mention  a  fyllable  of  the  leading  point  of 
accuiation,  the  diamond  necklace.  "The  Car- 
dinal has  pretended,"  faid  they,  "  that  he  brought 
this  necklace  hknfelf  to  your  houfeat  Verfailles, 
and  that  he  placed  *t  in  an  alcove  till  the  arrival 
of  a  perfon  who  was  to  fetch  it,  on  the  part  of 
the  Queen;  that  you  would  infinuate,  that 
it  was  her  Majefty's  page  de  charnbre ;  that 
this  man,  as  defcribed  by  the  Cardinal,  is  very 

H  3  *       dark, 
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dark,  hat  large  black  eyebrows,  thin  and  tal^ 
with  large  black  eyes,  his  ihape  extremely 
{lender.  The  Cardinal  obferves  alio*  that  the 
alcove  was  about  half  open." 

**  Abfurdities  like  thefe,  gentlemen,"  rejoin- 
ed I,  "  raife  my  indignation,  and  I  am  convinced 
they  will  have  a  fimilar  effe&  on  you."  I  then, 
pointed  out  the  contradi&ion  of  thefe  aflertions, 
and  explained  how  the  Cardinal,  feeing  M. 
Vilette  in  his  confrontations,  immediately  faid, 
that  he  recolle&ed  his  profile,  and  that  he  was 
the  very  fame  perfon  to  whom  I  fent  the  neck- 
lace. Such  a  contradi&ion,  on  the  part  of  the 
Cardinal,  will,  I  hope,  merit  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  my  judges,  and  admonifti  them  how  to 
value  the  reft  of  his  allegations,  fince  it  is  noto- 
rious that  the  Sieur  Vilette  by  no  means  anfwers 
the  Cardinal's  dcicription.  Inftead  of  being 
dark,  he  is  extremely  fair ;  and,  in  every  other 
refpeft,  diametrically  the  reverfe  of  what  the 
Cardinal  has  defcribed.  But,  fuppofing  for  a 
moment  that  there  really  came  a  man,  as  Mr. 
Cardinal  pretends,  does  it  wear  the  leaft  fem- 
blance  of  propriety,  that,  if  he  had  brought  a 
letter  or  a  note  written  for  me,  that  the  Cardinal 
fliould  avail  himfelf  of  that,   fince  the  note 
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fhould  fay  that  the  bearer  fhould  be  trufted  with 
the  jewels  in  queftion  ?  Now  Mr.  Cardinal 
ought  to  have  returned  me  fuch  billet,  and  the 
billet  which  would  have  become  a  receipt  for 
him,  the  fame  note  and  the  other  which  accufes 
him ,  and  mentions  the  receipt  of  the  jewel, 
*'  which,"  fays  this  billet,  "is  fuperb;"  which 
Meflrs.  St.  James,  Baflanges,  and  Bhomer,  all 
.depofe,  that  they  have  read  in  the  Cardinal's 
hands,  and  a  billet  containing  this  expreflion  : 
44  I  requtsft  him  to  bring  the  papers  before  my 
judges,  as  well  as  two  hundred  others  which  he 
has  read  to  me,  and  told  me,  that  they  all  came 
from  the  Queen — and,  fince  he  denies  them,  and 
fays,  that  they  were  written  for  me, — in  oonfe- 
quencc  of  which,  when  read,  he  would  have 
returned  them.  This  is  an  abfurdity  which 
ought  to  counterpolfe  his  affertions,  and  weigh 
for  what  it  advances. 

"  I  have  my  reafons  to  infill  that  the  Cardinal 
fhould  produce  all  his  letters,  becaufe  they 
would  make  mention  of  the  appointments, 
becaufe  they  tbeid  him.  [This  ^xprefliop  refers 
to  the  annexed  corr efpondencc,  and  means  the 
frequent  repetition  of  thee  and  thou,  terms 
which  are  very  feldom  ufed  in  France,  except 
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from  a  mafter  to  his  valet,  or  between  very  in- 
timate friends.]  Efpecially  that  thefe  were  in 
the  Queen's  own  hand- writing ;  and,  as  the 
judges  would  add,  the  Cardinal  fhould  declare 
that  thefe  letters  were  written  by  the  Sieur 
'Vilette  (though  this  is  nowhere  faid)«  Then, 
gentlemen,  this  will  be  a  ftrong  argument,  upon 
which  I  hope  you  will  emphatically  .infift,  that 
the  Cardinal  fhould  produce  them  to^he  court, 
to  be  compared  with  that  fame  approbation  of 
the  articles  with  the  jewellers,  which 'the  Sieur 
Vilette  himfelf  confefles  he  has  friade.  If  my 
judges  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  this,  I 
dare  affirm  that  they  will  find  letters  in  three 
different  hands,  and  not  one  (ingle  one  in  the 
charafter  of  the  Sieur  Vilette, 

"  The  Sieurs  St.  James  and  Bhomer,  who  have 
^  depofed,  That  they  have  read  the  letter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Cardinal,  upon  the  terrace  at  Ver- 
•  failles,  containing  this  expreffion,  *  I  am  perfectly 
*  contented  with  the  jewel — it  is  fuperb,  &c.f 
Thefe  perfons  have  further  depofed,  That  the 
Cardinal,  at  the  fame  time,  informed  them,  that 
this  letter  came  from  the  Queen— and  I,  for  my 
own  part,  gentlemen,  repeat  what  I  have  pre- 
vioijfly  depofed,  and  do  now  ppfitively  affirm, 
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and  moft  folemnly  declare,  that  I  have  alfo  fees^ 
—-that  I  have  alfo  myfelf  read  that  letter." 

Mr.  Preiident  then  afked  me,  if  I  really  be* 
lieved  that  letter  came  from  the  Queen,  as  w*U  as 
the  two  hundred  other  letters  which  the  Cardl- . 
nal  (hewed  me  ?•  I  replied,  that  the  Cardinal 
had  given  me  his  confidence,  and  trufted  me 
with  his  fecrets,  during  the  whole  time  of  which 
I  was  fo  entruf  ted.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
feen  the  Queen,  and  received  letters  from  her— 
that  wa^all  I  could,  confiftent  with  delicacy  and 
propriety,  permit  myfelf  to  lay. 

I  had  fcairce  uttered  thefe  words,  when  four 
Abbes  all  rofe  up  at  once,  though  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  they  began  their  fpeeches 
together.  Nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  the 
hoarfe  jargon  of  contention.  All  were  intent, 
in  their  own  imaginations,  to  do  wonders — but, 
alas !  they  ere&ed  a  Babel,  which  was  but  the 
fabric  of  a  moment. 

At  length  the  difcord  abated,  and*  the  three 
gave  way  to  'the  firft ;  but,  as  his  queftion.  was 
of  no  confequence,  I  did  not  condefcend  to  make 
any  reply.     At  this  many  perfons  prefent  very 
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fignificantly  fhrugged  up  their  fhoulders.     The 
fecond  and  third  were  of  a  piece  with  the  firft ; 
the  fourth,  as  having  more  pretention,  to  wit, 
I  thought  it  neceflary  to  reply  to,  otherwife  his 
queftion  need  not  be  here  repeated,  fince  it  has 
^een  touched  upon  in  the  public  papers.     This 
was  the  Abbe  Sabatier.     We  heard  a  ftentorian 
-voice,  that  almoft  (hook  the  foundations  of  the 
hall.     "  My  lord,"  faid  lie,  "  pleafe  to  put  this 
queftion  to  the  lady.     She  pretends  that  fhe  has 
not  interfered  in  any  thing  concerning  the  fale 
of  the  necklace.     Why  then,  when  the  Count 
de  Delomine  aiked  her,  4  Who  thofe  people 
*  were  whom  fhe  had  at  her  table  r  *  did  the 
lady  reply,  that  *  they  were  perfons  with  whom 
#ie  had  bufinefs  ? f — I  obferve,  that  this  anfw%r 
goes  to  prove  that  fhe  has  been  a  party  con- 
cerned in  the  fale  of  the  necklace ;  for  it  fhbuld 
feem  by  this  anfwer  to  the  Count  dc  Delomine, 
that,  if  fhe  was  not  at  all  concerned  in  the  ne- 
gociation,  and  to  treat  with  them  for  the  fale  of 
the  necklace,  why  fhould  flie  have  any  bufinefs 
with  them?" — I  looked  at  this  great  and  pe- 
netrating genius  with  all  that  congratulation 
which  fo  fhrewd  a  remark  was  entitled  to.  "I 
underftand,"   replied  I,    "  and  have  anfwered 
that  queftion.     The  queftion  )vhich  the  Abbe 
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Sabatier  puts  to  me  is  deftitute  of  commoft 
fenfe ;  it  is  therefore  unneceffary  to  reply  to  it.** 
—All  the  voices  then  raifed  themfelves  with 
one  accord,  bawling  to  the  Regifter,  "  Write 
down  what  Madam  fays,  that  the  Abbe  Saba-% 
tier's  queftion  is  unworthy  an  anfwer,  ajid  ha» 
neither  reafon  nor  common  fejife," 

The  Abbe,  a  good  deal  nettled,  exclaimed 
loudly,  '*  But,  gentlemen,7 1  have  faid  that ; 
but  I  have  a  right  to  fpeak  without  being  the 
obje£k  of  derifion,  however  what  I  have  faid 
may  feem  to  amufe  you.,f  At  this  they  all 
burft  into  a  roar  of  laughter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  I  had  anfwered.  As  foon  as  they  had 
£niflied  exercifing  their  rifibility,  "  Gentle- 
men,'* faid  I,  *4  the  queftions  of  thefe  gentle- 
men, the  Abbes,  do  not  in  the  lead  furprize 
me.  I  am  forewarned  that  thefe  gentlemen, 
who  are  about  five  in  number,  have  had  fome 
hopes  of  recruiting  their  party  by  the  addition 
of  a  fixth,  who  would  all  give  their  votes  for 
the  Cardinal:  and,  befides  thefe  gentlemen, 
there  is  another  party  here  who  are  engaged  to 
defend  him ;  they  muft  therefore  confequently 
accufe  me."— The  Regifter  was  then  ordered, 
■with  a  great  deal  of  folemnity,  to  read  to  me 
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the  queftion  of  this  aforefaid  fagacious  Abbe, 
whom  I  anfivcred  in  the  following  manner. : 

"  Gentlemen,  the  jewellers  have  indeed 
charged  me  in  their  depositions ;  but  in  their 
confrontations,  where  they  were  with  me  Face  to 
face,  they  have  difcharged  me,  as  well  as  La 
Porte,  the  advocate,  fince  it  appeared  in  their 
carrying  the  Cardinal^  note,  which  requefted 
their  addrefs,  I  had  agreed  with  Baffanges,  and 
had  read  it  to  him,  and  that  he  himfelf  wrote 
their  addrefs  in  my  prefence,  which  fame  ad . 
drefs  I  had  fent  by  my  boy  to  the  Cardinal, — 
He  at  the  fame  time  admits,  that  I  defired  him 
to  ufe  particular  precaution  with  the  Cardinal. 
I  alfb  alk  my  judges,  if,  in  this  cafe,  the  jew- 
ellers have  no  obligation  towards  me,  however 
flight  it  may  be  ?  Am  I  not  the '  primary  eaufe 
of  the  fale  of  the  necklace,  fince  it  was  the 
Cardinal  to  whom  I  fpoke  of  it,  who  faid  he 
purchafed  it  for  the  Queen  ?— Having  to  render 
an  account  to  M.  Dolomieux,  I  have  confined 
myfelf  to  this  flight  anfwer,  adding  that  La 
Porte  himfelf  (as  would  clearly  appear  on  refer- 
ence to  my  confrontations)  had  pofitively  de- 
pofed  that  Lhad  told  him,  above  an  hundred 
times,  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  dp  in  the 
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fale  of  the  n^klace,  and  even  that  I  abfolutely* 
reje&ed  the  pfFer  of  the  two  hundred  fhoufand 
livres  in  diamonds.— I  would  yet  further,  wifh 
to  obferve  to  my  Judges,  that,  if  I  wifhed  to. 
appropriate  the  necklace  to  my  own  ufe,  I 
fliould  certainly,  in  that  cafe,  have  accepted  the 
jewellers  offer  to  conceal  my  intention  of  fteal-. 
ing  this  necklace/*  . 

The  Prefident  and  many  of  the  Judges  were 
obliged  many  times  to  fpeak  to  the  Regifter,  JLc 
Breton,  to  write  my  anfvvers,  which  he  did  not 
write  fully,  being  in  the  Cardinal's  intereft.— 
M.  de  Bretignere,  honorary  Counfellor,  who  fat 
near  me,  alked  me  a  queftion  alnloft  as  impro- 
per as  that  of  the  Abbe's,  but,  being  an  hono- 
rary Counfellor,  M.  de  Bretigner-e  infifted  that 
1  Ihould  anfwer  him.  "  Since  then,  Madam,** 
faid  he,  "  you  have  read  and  feen  fuch  a  great 
number  of  letters  in  the  Cardinal's  hands,  you 
can  very  well  fpeak  how  they  were  written, 
and  tell  us  if  the  Cardinal  anfwered  them/'  I 
replied,  "  that  this  queftlbn  of  the  Counfellor 
was  extremely  indifcreet  and  dangerous.  I  can 
only  obferve  to  him,  that  he  had  much  better 
put  this  queftion  to  the  Cardinal  than  to  me, 
and  demand  of  him  that  he  would  produce  thefe 
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letters.  In  fuch  Cafe,  the  Couhfellor  might 
diffidently  fatisfy  his  curiofity,  in  reading  them 
himfelf." — Adding,  "  that  it  was  impoffible 
that  my  Judges  could  give  any  credit  to  this  af- 
fertion  of  the  Cardinal,  who  pretends  that  all 
thefe  letters  came  from  th«  Queen,  and  were 
fent  in  my  name,  for  me,  and  written  for  me. 
He  would  always  have  returned  them  as  foon 
as  they  were  read.  My  Judges,  I  hope,  will 
fee  that  the  Counfellor  infifts  upon  anfwers  to 
his  queftions  ;  and  I  call  all  to  witnefs,  how  he 
forces  me  to  be  imprudent  in  fpeaking,  when, 
from  refpeft  to  my  Sovereign,  I  would  wifh  to 
be  filent." 

I  hope  my  readers  will  fee  how  relu&ant  I 
was  to  betray  thofe  fecrets  with  which  I  had 
been  entrufted,  and  what  refpedt  I  ftill  pre- 
ferved,  notwithftanding  all  my  ill  treatment, 
for  her  Majefty's  reputation  ;  and  from  the  fol- 
lowing queftions,  di&ated  probably  by  curiofity, 
how  artfully  they  extprtfed  from  me  thofe  ffi- 
crets  which  I  would  wifh  to  have  preferved, 
and  which,  even  here,  (though'a  full  difclofure 
might  ftrengthen  my  defence)  I  wifh  to  touch 
With  delicacy,  if  they  cannot  be  paffed  over  la 
filence- 
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Thefe  gentlemen,  either  wifhing  to  do  me 
juftice,  or  to  gratify  their  curiofity,  by  eluci- 
dating the  truth,  ftill  infifted  upon  clear  cate- 
gorical anfwers  refpe&ing  thefe  letters.     It  was 
not  my  fault :  I  was  obliged  to  reply  as  to  the 
contents.     "  Yes,  Gentlemen,"   anfwered   If 
"  one  of  them  makes  mention  of  an  appoint- 
ment broken  of  their  pleafure  at  meet- 
ing."—Making  alfo  mention  of  the  reception* 
of  thefe  letters,  among  other  things,   "  tbeeing 
and  thouing  one  another:"-—**  Does   Madam 
really  believe  that  thefe  letters,  which  the  Car- 
dinal (hewed  her, .  came  really  from  the  Queen 
—were  written  by  the  Queen  herfeff  ?"— ci  I 
Ao  not  know  whether  I  ought  to  declare  my 
thoughts  concerning  the  a&s  of  a  Queen,  whom 
I  am  bound  to  honor  and  refpeft."— "  But  did 
not  Madam  find  thefe' exprcflions  very  forcible, 
to  induce  her  to  believe  that  they  came  from  thfr 
Sovereign  ?"—"  That  was  the  reafon  of  my  firft 
aftonifhment,   with   the  Cardinal !"-—"  What 
anfwer  did  he!  make  to  that  ? " 

I  was  at  length  neceffitated  to  anfwer  fully 

die  queftions  which  were  put,  thinking,  after 

being  fo  perfecuted,  that  I  could  not  retreat ; 

but  I  cannot  now  remember  the  great  number 
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of  queftions  which  I  was  afted,  nor  the  parti- 
dolaranfwersl  gave. — "  Bravo!  bravo!*'  then 
oxclaimed  a  great  number  of  my  Judges.  "  Cer- 
tainly, certainly,"  faid  they,  clapping  their 
hands  together,  "  'tis  well  replied!" — "  Let 
the  lady  alone  !  '*  exclaimed  a  great  number  of 
voices. 

I  afterwards  made  obfervations  on  the  whole 
of  my  accusation :  all  the  qufiftions,  and  my 
anfwers,  were  written,  and  read  to  me,  left  the 
Sieur  Regifter  lhould  a£fc  as  his  representative 
Fremyn  had  done. — M.  d'Aligre  then  alked  me* 
46  if  I«had  any  thing  more  to  add  ? "  to  which 
I  replied  in  the  negative;  only  particularly  in* 
treating  that  my  Judges  would  condefcend  to 
examine  thoroughly  into  this  bufinefs,  with  an 
impartial  eye ; — from  whence  I  could  not  but 
entertain  the  ftrongefLJiopes  that  their  defini- 
tive judgment  would  be  in  my  favor. 


As  I  have  now  given  a  faithful  account  of  my 
examination,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  indulged  in  a 
ftiort  digreffion  upon  the  accounts  that  have 
beei}  elfewhere  given. — It  is  rieceffary,  as  my: 
enemies,  in  the  public  prints,  have  loaded  me 
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with  reproaches — have  attempted  to  blaft  me 
with  lies,  black  as  malignity  could  invent,  or 
fcandal  propagate. — It  is"  my  duty,  as  fome  of 
my  readers  may,  without  examination,  have 
received  unfavorable  impreffions  .from  thofe 
proftituted  channels  of  intelligence,  which  have 
been  poifoned  by  the  influence  of  the  houfe  of 
Rohan,  and  hired  tojblacken  my  chara&er  and 
traduce  my  reputation.  I  repeat  that  it  is  necef- 
fary,  and  I  arrfcfure  the  candid  reader  will  indulge 
me  a  few  minutes,  in  a  cauie  like  this,  to  ftate 
the  truth  refpe&ing  my  conduct,  at  this  awful 
inveftigation.  They  have,  indeed,  given  me 
credit  for  the  energy  of  my  fpeech — they  have 
laid,  that  I  aftonifhed  my  judges.  I  will  not  fay 
how  much  my  vanity  would  lead  me  to  build 
upon  fuch  a  confeflion  from  my  enemies — but  I 
will  fay,  that  the  energy,  for  which  even  they 
give  me  credit,  was  the  energy  of  truth,  of 
innocence  oppreffed. 

The  paflage  to  which  I  allude,  is  in  the 
Leyden  Gazette,  Extrafi  of  a  letter  from  Paris , 
June  2. — One  word  or  two,  to  refute  fome  of 
their  affertions,  and  to  /hew  what  a  diftorted 
picture  they  attempted  to  gi^JEPBi  public, 
whom  they  knew  to  be  too  much  in  my  favor. 

Vol.  II.  I  Th<s 
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The  addrefs  of  Mr.  Robert  Saint  Vincent — 
fpoke  very  emphatically  the  fears  of  the  houfe 
of  Rohan  for  the  fate  of  the  Cardinal.  That 
fpeech  ftrongly  infinuates,  nay  more,  exprefles 
theie  fears.  It  commenced  with  a  complaint 
for  violating  the  privileges  of  the  court,  aflert- 
ing  that  the  Judges  ought  toproteft  the  accufed. 
— Mr.  Robert  Saint  Vincent  then  expatiated  upon 
the  diftrefling  fituation  of  the  Cardinal ;  that  the 
other  prifoners  would  be  inftantly  liberated, 
upon  the  decifion  of  the  court :  "  But,"  conti- 
nued he,  "  what  will  become  of  the  Cardinal 
de  Rohan  ?  who  will  free  him  from  his  fetters  ? 
for,"  fays  that  gentleman  in  one  part  of  his 
fpeech,  "J  he  counfels  and  advice  of  the  advocate 
for  the  accufed  were  never  more  necejjary  for  his 
client,  than  at  this  moment1." — This  fpeech, 
thefe  defponding  expreffions  from  one  of  the 
party,  fufficiently  demonftrate  that  they  were 
fearful  that  a  great  number  of  the  Judges, 
whom  they  knew  to  be  impartial,  would  not 
fail  to  do  me  juftice,  and  condemn  the  Cardinal, 
whofe  confrontations,  contradi&ory  arid  incon- 
fiftent,  were  very  far  from  being  in  his  favor ; 
— and  it  could  clearly  be  feen,  through  the  veil 
that  now  but  ill  concealed  this  myfterious  affair, 
that  the  Cardinal  had  certainly  had  communi- 
cations 
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cations  with  the  Queen,  and  that  I  had  been 
the  confidant  of  both.  .     , 

"  Madame  de  la  Motte,"  fays  this  lying  pa- 
per, "  was  tricked  out,  and  dreffcd." — This  is 
a  circumftance  very  improbabje,  at  fo  early  an 
hour  as  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  I  was 
to  be  interrogated  firft. — I  appeal  to  all  my 
Judges,  and  to  the  goaler's  wife  who  attended 
my  toilet.  I  had  plain  cambric  linen,  a  cam- 
bric cloak,  and  for  a  bonnet  a  half-undrefs 
gauze  without  ribbands,  and  even  without 
powder  in  my  hair ;  and  the  gaufce  cap  which 
I  wore  upon  my  head  very  little  fquared  with 
that  ridiculous  aflertion,  "  that  I  was  dreflcd.** 
Yet  this  plainncfs,  this  fimple  cloathing,  my 
enemies  have  magnified  into  a  full  drefs ;  they 
have  laborer!  to  give  the  imprcflion  too,  that  - 
before  my  Judges  I  ( was  bold  and  loquacious. 
*'  That  audacious  woman  1 "  fays  this  fcurrilous 
print.  What  does  this  mean  ?  Is  fuch  an  ex- 
preflion  worthy  .of  an  anfwer  ? — They  accuie 
jne  too,  of  pride.  Yes,  I  allow  that  I  am 
proud  with  thofe  who  arc  my  equals,  if  they 
vex  or  thwart  me,  but  I  am  mild  to  thofe  who 
court  my  favor;  tkvA  I  will  add  (for  the  infinu- 
tions  of  my  enemies  renders  fuch  an  aflertion 
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have  pleaded  in  favor  of  my  accufer — upon 
whom  if  I  had  retaliated  I  fhould  have  b^n  libe- 
rated and  rewarded — while,  on  the  contrary,  my 
lenity  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  my 
fubfequent  difgrace. 

After  I  made  my  obedience  to  the  aflembly, 
I  >vithdrew,  and  was  conduced  by  Hubert,  the 
keeper  of  the  Conciergerie,  and  a  great  many 
gentlemen  whom  I  dfd  not  know,  to  his  wife's 
apartment,  who  appeared  a  very  good  kind  of 
a  woman.  All  paid  me  their  compliments — all 
exprefled  their  approbation, — obferving,  that  I 
defended  myfelf  well,  and  that  even  an  expe- 
rienced advocate  could  not  have  pleaded  my  caufc 
better.  They  laughed  much  among  themfelves, 
and  blamed  the  Abbe  and  the  old  honorary  coun- 
fellor  for  their  abfurd  queftions — all  exprefled 
their  hopes  that  I  fhould  come  off  vi&orious. 

.  I  engaged  Hubert,  his- wife,  and  family,  to 
bear  me  company,  and  to  dine  with  me  every 
day.  One  day,  after  dinner,  finding  myfetf 
alone  in  the  parlour,  as  I  was  looking  over  my 
papers,  the  wife  of  the  Concierge  approached 
me,  and  faw  the  letter  which  was  deftined  for 
the  Queen.  As  we  were  looking  over  it  toge- 
ther, 
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ther,  herhufband  entered  : — his  wife  made  him 
read  it.  He  turned  pale  as  he  looked  it  over, 
and  would  have  fetched  a  candle  to  burn  it. — 
44  Certainly,  Madam,"  faid  he,  44  you  will  have 
no  occafion  for  this."  Both  he  and  his  wife 
repeated  the  fame  expreffion — adding,  there  was 
no  doubt  but  that  I  fhould  be  acquitted  with 
honor. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  while  I  remained  in 
the  Concierge,  much  company  came  to  vifit  me. 
In  the  evening,  I  amufed  myfelf  with  what 
pafled  in  the  day — indeed  I  loft  the  idea  that  I 
was  in  a  prifon,  while  remaining  in  the  apart- 
ment of  the  keeper's  wife,  and  furrounded  by 
fuch  numerous  company.  The  unanimous 
opinion  of  all  was,  that  the  procefs  would  termi- 
nate in  nothing,  as  the  Abbe  le  Kel  had  fo  fre- 
quently told  me. — About  midnight  I  was  con- 
ducted to  my  apartment.  The  next  day,  about 
nine  o'clock,  the  keeper's  wife  came  hcrfelf  to 
fetch  me  to  fpend  the  day  with  her.  Madam 
Hubert  went  out  in  the  morning,  and  left  mc  by 
myieif.  44  It  is  but  for  a  moment,"  faid  (he, 
when  fee  went  out — but  (he  continued  two 
hours.  During  this  time,  many  vifitors  came, 
whom  I  had  to  receive  myfelf — fome  of  whom 
I  4  went 
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went  away,  and  others  remained — I  believe  I  was 

that  morning  particularly  in  high  fpirits. 

About  nine  at  night,  I  heard  a  report,  like  that  of 
acclamation  in  the  court-yard.  I  ran  to  look  out 
of  one  of  the  windows  which  commanded  a  view 
of  the  yard,  and  faw  many  people  running  very 
faft  by  the  great  ftair-cafe.  1  could  not  diftin&ly 
underftand  what  they  laid,  except  that  one  of 
them,  who  was  very  near  the  window,  cried 
out,  "  Bravo  !  Bravo !"  The  Concierge  and 
his  fon  then  came  towards  me,  and  a  lady  who 
was  at  that  time  prefent.  We  afked  them  what 
was  the  meaning  of  this  noife  ?  "  It  is  nothing/* 
replied  they.  "  They  are  pickpockets  who 
have  ftolen  a  watch-cafe  and  handkerchief,  and 
one  of  them  has  been  caught  in  the  fa£t.  This, 
Madam,  is  the  realbn  why  the  people  called  out 
Bravo  !"  This  was  fo  very  plaufible  an  account 
that  I  enquired  no  farther — but  it  was  fcarce  ten 
o'clock,  when  I  heard  the  following  words  fa 
diflinttly  articulated,  as,  at  once,  to  apprize  me 
of  what  had  previoufly  pafled,  and  to  fuperfede 
the  neceffity  of  much  further  enquiry.  "  Upon 
my  word,"  repeated  the  voice,  "it  is  very  for- 
tunate for  the  Cardinal — but  what  will  become 
of  poor  Madame  de  laMotter" 

The 


(       121       ) 

The  moment  thefe  words  vibrated  in  my  ear, 
they  were  like  an  ele&rical  fhock,  and  fufpended 
for  a  moment  the  natural  functions.  Unable  to 
fuftain  myfelf,  my  legs  bowed  under  me;  I 
tottered,  and  funk  into  a  chair.  The  keeper  of 
the  Concierge,  when  I  was  a  little  recovered 
from  the  firft  impreffions,  'which  were  too 
ftrong  to  make  any  long  continuance,  con- 
duced me  to  my  apartment,  affifted  by  his  fon, 
where  having  left  me  for  a  few  minutes,  pof- 
fibly  with  a  view  of  gaining  authentic  informa- 
tion of  the  definitive  fentence  of  that  court, 
which  arrogated  to  itfelf  the  appellation  of  juf-, 
tice,  they  foon  after  both  returned,  and  I  de- 
fired  Hubert,  who  appeared  furprized  and  con* 
cerned,  to  inform  me  truly  of  the  event.  But- 
neither  of  them  appeared  fcarce  capable  of  utter- 
ing a  word,  the  color  feemingly  vanifhed  from 
their  cheeks.  I  had  much  difficulty  to  aflume 
an  air  of  indifference,  the  better  to  induce  them 
to  declare  the  truth.— Alas !  melancholy  inteK 
ligence  !  *4  The  Cardinal,"  faid  they,  "  is  out 
of  court,  and  delivered  from  further  procefs  ; 
Caglioftro  and  Oliva  are  the  fame;  Vilette, 
Madanj,  is  banifhed,  as  well  as  you."— r"  For 
how  long  ?" — ^  I  believe  for  three  years,  but 
every  body  blames  the  Judges.   We  think  there 

will 
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will  be  fomc  alteration.  The  Cardinal  had  but 
one  voice  more  for  him,  about  an  hour  before 
the  conclufion ;  but  they  have  caballed  amongft 
themfelves,  and  he  "had  three." 

I  firmly  believed  the  information  the  Con- 
cierge had  given  me,  but  could  not  poflibly  re- 
(brain  my  indignation,  which  was  to  them  fuf- 
ficiently  apparent.  About  eleven  I  retired  to 
my  chamber.  Oh,  what  an  agonizing  night  I 
paffed !  Difgrace  and  infamy  appeared  to  my 
diftrafted  imagination ;  terrors  crowded  upon 
me,  and  my  ideas  were  in  a  chaos  of  defpair  ; 
but  yet  a  gleam  of  hope  feemed  to  break  in, 
and  lull  with  a  deceitful  calm  thofe  perturba- 
tions which  almoft  overwhelmed  my  reafon. — 
I  have  fuftered  deeply  for  the  Queen,  thought  I ; 
fhe  is  confeious  of  my  fufferings  ;  fhe  will  af- 
furedly  ftep  in,  and  refcue  me  from  that  dif- 
grace which  threatens  me :  my  refpeft,  my 
attachment  to  her,  will  plead  in  my  favor*  (he 
will  never  fuffer  me  to  be  facrificed  ! — I  cheered 
my  felf  under  this  hope :  I  relied  upon  the  Queen. 
"  I  (hall  always  have  my  liberty;  I  can  write 
to  her  Majefty,  and  give  an  account  of  what 
has  pafied.  I  can  make  known  my  fufferings  ; 
or,  if  (he  \yiH  not  liften,  if  (he  indeed  deceives 
i  me, 
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me,  1  have  only  to  relate  them  to  the  public, 
and  I  fhall  be  revenged." — It  was  this  hope  of 
being  at  liberty  to  addrefs  the  public,  to  make 
my  innocence  confpicuous,  that  buoyed  nle  up 
under  the  oppreffion  of  thofe  frightful  imagina- 
tions, which  would  otherwife  have  haunted  me 
with  unceafing  perfecution  ;  it  is  in  this  hope 
that  I  yet  rejoice. — Protestor  of  the  righteous 
caufe  !  I  thank  thee  thou  haft  given  me  refolu- 
tion  to  attempt,  and  perfeverance  to  make  this 
progrefs,  in  the  line  of  my  defence. 

In  the  morning,  the  keeper's  wife  came  to . 
make  enquiries  refpe&ing  my  health,  and  to 
confole  me  in  my  prefent  fituation.  I  did  not 
appear  to  her  very  forrowful,  nor  much  affe&ed, 
neither  did  I  ever  fpeak  afterwards  of  any  thing 
relative  to  this  buiinefs.  I  breakfafted  in  her 
apartment,  where  I  paflfed  the  day  in  a  pleating 
tranquillity ;  and  the  fucceeding  one  many  la- 
dies and  gentlemen  came  to  viiit  me,  who  in- 
formed me,  that  it  was  generally  believed  judg- 
ment would  not  take  place. 

About  feven  the  fame  evening  the  keeper's 
wife  came  to  me,  and  with  an  air  of  much  re- 
gret informed  me,  that  fhe  came  to  receive  or- 
ders j 
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ders ;  that  1  muft  hold  myfelf  \i\  t eadinefs  t& 
depart,  and  return  to  the  Baftile. — At  thefe 
words  I  turned  pale :  I  was  ftruck  with  horror. 
"  Merciful  heaven  !"  exclaimed  I,  "  what  will 
become  of  me  ! — I  am  certainly  deftined  for  de- 
finition !  "•*— I  knew  not  what  I  faid. 

While  the  keeper's  wife  was  teftifying  her 
regret  at  being  obliged  to  part  with  me,  a  voi- 
ture  flopped  at  the  door.  "  Oh,  Madam  Coun- 
tefs!"  exclaimed  (he,  "  it  is  you  whom  thefe 
gentlemen  are  come  to  fetch." — While  we  were 
on  the  middle  of  the  flair-cafe,  one  of  them 
called  her ;  (he  went  down,  and  returned  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after. — "  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen have  brought  back  Mademoifelle  diva," 
exclaimed  (he,  pleafed  at  her  difappointment. 
"  The  Governor  has  no  orders  to  receive  any 
body.  After  fomc  refi  fiance  on  the  part  of  the 
huiffiers,  M.  de  Launay,  who  was  himfelf  there, 
informed  them  that  he  had  received  no  orders, 
and  that  he  could  neither  receive  one  nor  the 
other." 

I  was  in  no  fmall  degree  pleafed  at  this  in- 
telligence. The  very  name  of  the  Baftile  made 
me  tremble.     I  was  delighted  at  the  idea  of  the 

order 
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order  being  countermanded,  and  pleafed  myfelf 
with  the  hope  that  in*  a  few  days  I  fhould  be 
free,  I  formed  plans  of  felling  my  houfe  and 
furpiture,  and  departing  for  England,  from 
whence  I  might  write  to  the  Queen,  and  if  I 
had  not  a  favorable  anfwer,  I  might  then  fub- 
mit  my  caufe  to  the  public— -Thus  fallacioufly 
did  I  reafon,  unconfcious  of  the  future,  igno- 
rant of  what  difgrace,  what  infamy,  what  bar- 
barity I  was  to  experience. 

Day  after  day  pafled  on  in  giddy  indifference, 
in  thoughtlefs  vivacity.  Constantly  furrounded 
by  company,  in  a  houfe  fo  pleafantly  fituated, 
fo  agreeable,  the  occupiers  all  folicitous  to  pleafe 
me — all  thefe  things  contributed  to  render 
pleafing  thofe  moments,  which,  if  left  to  my- 
felf,  would  have  limped  tedioufly  away.  I 
fcarce  reflected  on  my  Situation ;  I  anticipated 
no  future  punifhment ;  but  what  did  not  a  little 
furprize  me  was,  that  I  never  faw  M.  Doillot. 
I  thought  this  circumftance  very  extraordinary : 
— when  I  wrote  to  him,  his  anfwers  were  un- 
fatisfa&ory,  and  very  far  from  confoling  me 
under  my  unhappy  Situation,  yet  he  appeared  to 
hope,  and  two  words  tended  tojcompofe  me.— 
I  recalled  my  fortitude ;  I  fuoamqped  up  all  my 

wonted 
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wonted  fpirits,  and  I  became  quite  giddy,  care- 
lefs,  and  indifferent.  I  amufed  myfelf  with  the 
Concierge,  her  hufband,  fon,  and  all  their  ac- 
quaintance, who  found  me  very  fociably  inclined, 
and  ftrove  to  amufe  me  for  the  fortnight  I  re- 
futed in  that  prifon. 

The  name  of  M.  Doillot  was  once  brought 
up  at  table,  when  they  fpoke  about  the  procefs. 
This  raifed  my  indignation,  and  I  exprefled  my- 
felf with  all  the  warmth  of  oppreffed  innocence 
ft'riving  to  combat  oppreffion,  and  inveighed 
forcibly  againft  the  parliament.  Remembering 
what  had  paffed  during  the  confrontations,  I 
was  excited  to  expatiate  largely  upon  the  inju- 
ries I  had  received,  upon  the  partiality  and  in- 
juftice  of  my  judges  ;  .in  fine,  upon  the  condu£ 
of  thofe  who  ought  to  have  protected  me,  fince 
my  fufferings  were  occafioned  from  too  great  an 
attachment  to  -their  intcreft,  from  too  ftrong  a 
defire  of  concealing  the  enormity  of  their  crimes 
—thofe  crimes  for  which  I  fufFered. — Hubert, 
the  keeper  of  the  Conciergerie,  endeavored  to 
calm  the  agitations  of  a  mind  that  could  not  be 
unmoved  by  the  fentcnce  of  oppreffion  ;  he  de- 
fired  me  to  compofe  myfelf,  to  be  calm,  to  be 
patient*     This  was  indeed  the  advice  of  a  cool 

dilin- 
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difinterefted  fpe&ator ;  it  was  indeed  the  advice 
of  a  philofopher.  But  when  that  ftring  was 
touched  upon,  my  ideas  fucceeded  in  too  rapid 
a  fucceffion  to  give  me  time  to  philofophize  :  I 
afted  frequently  from  an  immediate  momentary 
impulfe.  In  vain  did  Hubert  beg  me  to  be  calm, 
and,  compofe  myfelf,  afluring  me  that,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  he  had  great  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  I  fhould  not  be  long  in  confinement, 
"  as  it  is  generally  underflood,"  faid  he,  "  that 
the  King  will  fend  you  into  a  convent  by  lettre 
de  cachet ;  but  perhaps  M.  Doiilot  will  make 
fuch  a  memorial  as  will  tend  to  prevent  that  : 
and  this,  I  believe,  is  the  reafon  why  you  fee 
him  fb  feldom,  he  being  fully  engaged  in  jour 
affairs  at  his  own  houfe." 

This  account,  which  was  intended  to  pacify, 
was  attended  with  a  quite  contrary  efFeft. — 
The  word  lettre  de  cachet  is  a  found  too  well 
known  in  France,  and  excites  the  moft  poignant  4 
afibciation  of  ideas.  The  word,  lettre  de  cachet, 
routed  me — the  idea  made  me  mad — I  knew  not 
what  I  did — I  threw  the  knives  and  plates  from 
the  table  into  the  air.  The  good  people,  who 
oblerved  my  agitation,  trembled  for  the  confe- 

quences. 
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quences.— Iii  vain  did  they  endeavor  to  render  me 
more  tranquil — my  fury  was  not  to  be  talked 
away — it  was  an  impetuous  ftorm  that  was 
not  to  fubfide  fo  foon.  I  flew  from  my  feat, 
rufhed  towards  the  dofet,  the  door  of  which 
was  open,  and  feizing  a  Dutch  china  mug, 
ftruck  it  againft  my  head,  with  an  intention  of 
terminating  my  exiftence.  I  effe&ed  a  confide- 
rable  wound  and  feveral  contufions  in  my  head 
with  this  inftrument,  which  was  too  weak  im- 
mediately to  deftroy  me,  before  it  could  be  wreft- 
ed  from  my  hands.  "  Better,"  exclaimed  I, 
4*  and  much  more  eligible  is  inftantaneous  death, 
than  to  be  immured  and  pine  away  where  it 
will  not  be  in  my  power  to  declare  my 
wrongs  !"  I  was  covered  with  blood,  and  a  moft 
violent  convulfion  fucceeded  to  this  paroxy fin  of 
paflion,  which  continued  very  violently  for  three 
hours.  As  foon  as  it  was  abated,  I  was  convey- 
ed to„my  chamber,  while  my  tears  flowed  in- 
ceflantly.  This  night  was,  indeed,  moft  mifera- 
ble — a  thoufand  ghaftly  phantoms  were  conjur- 
ed up  by  fear,  to  torment  and  harrafs  me — • 
through  that  dark  medium  I  looked  at  futurity, 
and  every  objeft  was  magnified  by  defpair. 
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As  it  was  t^oughti  unfile  tp  le^ve  ffie  Xb  r&?+ 
fclf,  I  had  two  perfons  ftationed.  to  watch  me# 
who  were  both  particularly  charged  not  to  fuf* 
fer  any  potx>r  knife  to  cpipe  into  my  chamber-*— 
in  fhort,  nothing  that  could  expofe  me  to  the 
dagger  of  effe&ing  my  deftru£tion#     I  was  con- 
fined a  week  to  my  room,  during  which  time 
many  of  the  keeper's  friends  came  to  vifit  and 
bear  me  copjpany.     The  keeper's  wife,  who 
had  been  extremely  terrified>  obliged  me  to  give 
her  my  word  of  honor  that  I  would,  in  future, 
be  more  calm— ? "  for,"  added  (he,  "  what  my 
hufbaqd;  told  you  is  not  certain— it  is  only  hear- 
lay;"  of  which,  (he  remarked,   flie  was  now 
fully  convinced  to  the  contrary — and,  the  better 
to,  ftrengthenmy  hopes,  (he  brought  me  a  letter 
{torn  M.  Doillot,  which  intreated  me  to  be  pa- 
tient, informing  me  that- he  had  an  appointment 
th^t  fame  day,  with  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  and 
hoped  to  fee  me  the  day  following.     This  letter 
tendecj  to  reader  me  more  calm,  and  I  dined  in 
the  fame  apartment  with  the  keeper's  wife.— ? 
Sh^exprefled  her  aftonifhment  haw  the  public 
t?ecaaj£  acquainted  with  what  had  patted,  and 
endeavored,  as  much/  as  poffible,  to 'prevent  the 
at|Qf»ey-genera*,  M.  de  Fleury,  s*nd  the  iirljt 
V^t.  IJ.  K  prefident, 


pfeMdeftt,  from  comirig  to  the  knowledge  d(  it 
through  the  channel  of  public  report. 

The  day  after,  M.  Doillot,   by  the  wirtdow* 
brought  a  letter,  which  I  conceived  was  calcu- 
lated for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  rendering'  me 
more  Calm.     He  appeared  difguifed  as  a  coun- 
tryman, but  could  not  ftay  a  minute,  as  his  car- 
riage and  family  waited  for  him.     The  contents 
of  this  letter  were,  that  he  had  feeh  the  Baron 
de  Breteuil,  at  Ver failles,  and  was  very  well 
fatisfied  with  that  interview.     "  Compofe  your- 
felf,"  added  he.     "  He   has    fent   me  to  wait 
upon  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals.     He   is  now   at 
Paris — but  I  fhall  fee  him  one  of  thefe  days." 
Two  days  after,  he  fent  me  another  letter,  in- 
forming me,  that  he  had  received  no  anfwer — * 
"  But  that,'*  continued  he,  "  is  of  no  confe-* 
cjuence — be   calm    and  •  compofe  yourfelf." — * 
The  keeper's  wife  brought   me  thefe  letters, 
which  were  all  unfealed,  as  well  as  thofc  which  „ 
I  fent  to  him.     She  read  them  every  one  before 
they  were  put  into  the  poft,  and  queftioned  tne 
as  to  the  meaning  of  different  expreflion$,^which 
M.  Doilldt  made  ufe  of  in  feveral  parts  of  his  let- 
ters.    "  I  don't  know/*  faid  I,  «• TfeS-ftothing. 
"  myftcrioufc.'* 
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tayfterious."     "  But,"  rejoined  (he,  "  I  will  not . 
mention  that  to  fome  people,  left  they  fhould  ' 
prohibit  me  from  giving   you  his  letters.-—" 
But  has  he  no  hopes  that  the  Queen  will  come 
forward  in  your  favor  ?     Such  is,  at  leaft,  the 
general  report  throughout  all  Paris,  where  many 
perfbns  of  the  bcft  intelligence  believe,  that  (he 
will  not  fuffer  the  judgment  to  ftand,   whic^' 
will  certainly  be  the  cafe," 

1  did  not  miicii  endeavor  to  fcrutinize  nar* 
rowly  thofe  expreffions  of  the  keeper's  wife, 
but  could  not  help  making  fome  difagreeable 
refle&ions  upon  not  feeing  M*  Doillot  for  fo  long 
a  time,  and  was  thereby  induced  to  believe  that 
what  the  Concierge  had  himfelf  faid  was  nearly 
the  truth.  From  thefe  melancholy  reflections  I 
became  quite  reclufe,  and  ne  more- amufed  my- 
felf  with  feeing  company •*  I  feommunicated  my 
intentions  to  the  keeper's  wife,  for  whom  I  had 
a  great  refpe&.  .  She  ft ftl  endeavored  to  eradicate 
the  fears  I  exprefled  relative  to  the  Icttre  de  cachet , 
which  the  reprefeftted  3$  having  no  foundation. 
u  But  why  then,"  interrogated  1,  "  am  I  detain* 
ed  here?~-Wh<5  is  it  thtf  detains  me-? — It  is  not 
the  parliament,  fince  they  have  fenten(;ed  me  to 
the  Baftile*    It  is,  therefore,  clear,  that  I  am  not 

■  X#  kept 
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kppt  here  by  them,- — nor  can  I  help  fearing  that" 
a  lettre  de  cac&ct  is  certainly  iifued.,t    I  muft 
here  alfo  remark  that  I  had  Written  to  the  at- 
torney-general,  to  demand  of  hiitrthe  reafon 
of  my  being  detained  in  the  Cohciergerie,  fincel ' 
Was  condemned  to  exile  ?  .  M  Why  then  am  I 
njt  .fufFered  to   go  from   the   Conciergerie  ?'** 
fiiggefting,  that*  I  had  left  my  houfe  at  Bar  fur 
Aube  entirely  at  the  difcretioh  of  my  ddriiefticS^ 
and   that  I  ihould  be  gkd  to  go  thither,  and 
from  thence,  after  arranging  my  affairs,  to  de- 
part for  London-     This  letter  was  entrufted  to 
the  care  of  the  keeper's  wife,  who  informed  rtie: 
that  fhe  had  delivered  it  to  the  attorney-general1 
whole  anfwer  was,  that  he  ;  could  do  nothing 
fingly*-that  M.  d'Aligre  was  In  the  country — ' 
tut  that  he  would  fee  him. 

;  One  day,  in  converfation  with  the  Concierge* 
I  enquired  if  any  perfon  belonging  "to  the  par- 
liament rvv.ould, inform  me.  that  I  was  fentencedi! 
to  exile;  how  that . fenteiice  would  be  pro- 
nounced; and  the  mode  iiY  which  I  fhbuld  be- 
apprized  of  it  ?  'Hubert,  anfwefed  me,  that'. it', 
would  be  by  one  of  theGreffiers,  either  FreroyA 
pr  BfetohV  v*4Qne  of  thefe,*'  pohtiiiued^^ 
"  will  come  and  read  it  to  yo\i.""  ~  "*** 

k   '     .  •         Jhad 
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I  had  many  timo6  fpoken  to  the  Concierge 
concerning  the  mariner  'in  which  f  fhould  be- 
have at  the  reading  of  this  odious  fentcnce; 

^that,  if* the  Greffier  caijie  to  read  it,  I  would 
fnatch.it  away,  and  tear  it  .to  pieces.  Alas! 
how  great  was gny  error  !     I  was  very  far  from 

r  expecting  the  leaft  additional  punifhmettf*  I 
thought .  the  Judges  extremely  unjuft,  in  the 
fimple  fentence  of  banifhment  alone.~But  was 

•  this  all  ?  •Alas  !  no.  A  punifhment  far  more 
dreadful  awaited  me — a  punifhfhent  of  which  I 
was  not  yet  apprized;  for,  if  it  had  been  in 
my  power  to  prevent  it,  I  ihould  not  have  fur- 
vived  the  day  of  my  difhonor :  I  fhould  rather 
have  rufhed  out  of  an  exiftence,  which,  fince 
the  day  of  my  difgrace,  Jias  daily  become  more 
intolerable.  The  moment  in  which  my  diftruft 
originated,  was,  when  I  was  prohibited  fr(3m 
feeing  my  counfel,  and  that  I  was  continually 
alarmed,  and  conftantly  in  fearful  expectation 
of  the  lettre  de  cachet.  I  could  not  conceal  my 
fears :  my  fufpicions  appeared  both  in  my  coun- 
tenance and  condu&. 

The  people  of  the  Concicrgerie  ufed  to  go 

to  bed  at  an  early  hour,  leaving  me  with  their 

eldeft  foH  ;  tiiey  frequently  retired  without  bid- 
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ding  me  good  night,  fearing  probably  left  that 
fliovtld  induce  me  to  go  to  bed  fobner  than  I 
wifhed.  "  Where, "  faid  I  to  the  boy,  "  triune 
is  your  father  and  mother?"  "They  are  in 
their  chamber/*  anfwered  he.  "  Let  them 
aljpne,  and  let  us  play  at  cards/*  Sometimes  we 
wfcre  feated  upon  one  of  the  windows  which 
looked  into  the  court,  to  take  th«  air — at  other 
times  I  went  intp  their  chamber,,  where  they 
were  in  bed.  *4<  Oh  J  how  idle  you  gxe  !"  faid  I 
to  them—"  that  you  have  ftok  to  bed  without 
bidding  me  good-night."  Then  embracing 
Mad3me  Hubert,  after  having  cohverfed  with 
them  a  little,  I  left  them  to  go  to  bed  myfelf. 
It  was  frequently  after  twelve,  when  the  young 
man,  in  conducing  me  back,  flopped  to  fee 
Le  Slapin,  which  was  on  the  other  tide  of  the 
houfe,  under  the  great  ftair-cafc,  fhut  up  by  a 
grate,  and  left  me  at  the  gate  oppofite  the  en- 
trance of  the  court-yard,  from  whence  there 
was  but  another  gate  leading  to  the  ftreet— * 
but  what  is  much  more  remarkable,  the  Abbe 
De  Criume,  if  at  this  diftance  of  time  I  am  accu- 
rate in  the  recollection  of  the  man,  a  fcholar  and 
a  perfon  of  general  information,  who  had  alfb 
improved  hjmfeif  much  by  travej,  cf  me  tb  the 
hoiife  of  the  Concierge,  with  whom  he  appear- 
ed 
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ed  very  intimate.  He  was  pieafed  to  be  parti- 
cularly <polite9  •  and  appeared  peculiarly  to  direft 
his  difcourfe  to  me*  The  keepers  wife  alked 
him  to  do  as  we  did,  to  eat  a  fimnel  and  <Jpink  a 
glafs  of  beer.  He  accepted  the  offer.  '  "  This 
lady/9  {aid  Madame  Hubert,  "is  particularly 
1  fond  of  cyder.  I  remember  you  had  fome  very 
good  laft  year."  "  I  will,  With  the  greateft 
pleafure,  fend  the  lady  a  few  bottles,"  replied 
the  Abbe  politely. 

<  He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  the  next 
morning  fent  two  dozen  of  cyder.  About  fever* 
the  lame  evening  he  came  himfelf  to  tafte  it.^- 
There  were  only  us  three  in  company*—- 
"  I  don't  like  the  conftru&ion  of  your  apart- 
ment," faid  the  Abb£.  *-4 1  mean  thole  enor- 
mous bars  of  iron,  which  forms  a  grata  before 
your  windows ;  and,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
if  there  fliould  be  a  fire  here  at  any  time,  how 
could  you  poffibly  fave  yourfelves  r"  u  Very 
true,"  replied  M,  Hubert,  who  went  to  a  cheft 
of  drawers,  Handing  againft  the  wall  near  the 
chimney,  from  whence  Ihe  brought  a  fmall 
round. balket,  where  the  key  was— "but  there 
is  no  danger,"  faid  Ihe,  "  for  1  always  l«ave  this 
here."    The  Abbe  took  the  key,  unlocked  the 
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iton  gfratfe  fcefore  the. window,  .and ;  took  it  out 
again  VKenit  w^s  open.  M.  Hubert  theh  put  it 
back  info  tfce ";fehys  i  lafket,  ♦  and  in  the  faifae 
draper,  vfrhich::alv*ays  remained  open.  -  -u  Ybu 
fee,  ladies,  that  this  grate  being  open;  affords  you 
more  air/*'  bbferved  'the  Abbe.  I  The  next 
morning  I  found  them  all  open,  as  well  as  the 

*  twd  pieces  that  fecuredthte  parlour,  which  the 
evening  before  IJtad  fhut  myfelf,  before  I  went 
to  my  chamber  within  the  prifon.  M.  Hubert, 
finding  thefe  grates  flnjt,  enquired  one  day  of 
her  fon  who  had  Ihut  them  ?  "  It 'was  the  lady/' 

•  replied  he.  «« Hubert,"  faid  (he,  "  I  defire  you 
to  take  notice  that  ybu  muft  riot  give  the  lady 
fo  much  trouble.     We  are  not  at  ftll  afraid/* 

Had  I  been  guilty  of  the  crinie  with  which  I 
was  unjuftly  -charged— had  I  anticipated  apy 
future  puriifhmeat,  ftiould  I  not  have  availed 
myfelf  of  all  thofe  means  which  were  in  my 
power,  and  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe  they 
were  intended  for  that  purpofe— rto  ntake  my 
efcape.  But  I  was  innocent — in  confequence 
of  which  I  could  not  fee-^I  could  not  hear — | 
was  deaf-^I  was  blind— otherwife  I  ihbuld  not 
have  continued  where  I  was,  when  my  deliver* 
gnee  inight  have  been  fo  eafily  accomplished. 

AUs 
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Alas  Miow  many  tears — tears  more  bitter  thaa 
even  gaiTitfelf^tears  that  deluge  tfcheek  glo^ 
ing  with  the  indignant;  blufh,  which  njfes  in- 
ftantaneoufly  at  the  recolle&ioa  of  the  indigni- 
ties I  fuffdted— indignities  which  I  could  never 
bring  my  tongue  to  relate>~which  ifay  reluctant 
pen  trembles  to  communicate,  -,  while  1  * 
but  I  muft  proceed  to  record  my.  difgrace: 
4ifgrace !  ah,  no !  let*  me  rather  fay  my  misfor- 
tune. And  why  Ihould  I  be  afhamed  of  being 
unfortunate  ?  Why  ihould  I  not  rather  confole 
jnyfelf  under  the  refle&ion,  that  I  have  not 
merited  what  I  have  fufFered  from  the  joppre£ 
fion  of  my  enemies,  who,  like  the  Manichaean 
God,  are  only  powerful  to  deftroy  ?  In  relating 
their  barbarities-r-in  recording  my  fuffcrmgs,  I 
attend  not  to  the  elegance  of  di&ion.  I  am  not 
writing  a  finiflied  work  for  critical  infpedfcion, 
I  labor  not  to  adorn  the  page  with  thefe  elegan- 
cies of  expreffion  which  maturer  judgment 
might  di&ate,  the  genuine  fimpjicity  of  nature 
Deeds  no  ornament  to  affe<$  the  heart.  Alas ! 
fo  far  from  improving  in  my  ftyle  as  I  advance, 
I  fear  my  expreffions  will  be  more  incoherent, 
and  my  di&ion  more  inelegant,  fince  as  I  advance 
in  my  narration,  my  miferics  become  moro 
complicated,  more  poignant,  and  tend  to  impair 

thofQ 


(    i38) 

'  thofe  faculties  which  might  enable  me  to  give  a 
more  animated  pifture  of  Tufferings,  which  have 
undermined  the  powers  of  expreflion.  Alas  ! 
could  but  my  language  keep  pace  with  my  woes 
—could  it  even  equal  my  fenfations,  I  Would 
boldly  ftep  forward  and  challenge  the  minuteft 
jnfpe&ion  of  criticifm— -as  it  is,  I.requeft  that 
indulgence,  to  which  my  fituation  entitles  me, 
from  the  humane,  who,  confidering  the  over- 
whelming griefs  of  an  unfortunate  female,  wilj 
treat  her  as  an  objeft  of  compaffionate  regards 

On  the  eighteenth  I  was  quite  in  deipair*-^ 
in  a  ftate-  of  agitation  difficult  to  defcribe.  I 
demanded  why  they  refufed  to  let  me  fee  M. 
Doiilot,  which  I  conceived  was  very  extraordi- 
nary, particularly  as  I  was  vifited  by  fo  large  a 
company,  'and  moft  x>f  them  Grangers?  I 
begged  the  keeper's  fon  to  purchafe  me  fome 
paper  for  a  memdir,  and  retired  into  my  cham- 
ber, where  I  firft  wrote  a  packet  addreffed  to  the 

King,  and  a  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Breteuil. 

» 

In  that  defigned  for  the  King,  I  reprefented, 
"  That  1  threw  myfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  auguft 
iMajefty,  and  f implicated  that  he  would  hear  me 
fpeak  for  myfelf — that  I  was  perfuaded  he  had 

been 
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been  deceived— they  had  impofed  upon  his  coh<- 
fcience,  in  making  me  appear  guilty  in  his  eyes*— 
intreatuig  him  that  he  would  vouchfafe  tP  hear 
my  complaints — that  I  had  no  parent,  no  friendt 
whom  I  could  charge  to  kneel  at  his  feet  and 
reprefent  my  innocence— only  that  I  merited  his 
attention,  if  I  might  *  be  permitted  to  ufe  the 
ftrggeftion,  as  allied  to  Royal  blood.  Yes,  Sire, 
I  am  at  this  inftant  going  to  write,  and  I  hope 
that  M.  de  BreteuiJ,  your  Minifter,  will  ferve  me 
with  your'Majefty,  as  an  advocate,  and  lay  before 
you  an  exaft  reprefentatioii  Of  the  intrigues 
which  are  pra&ifing  agairifl; 

*  *  Your  fervant, 

••  Countess  de  Valqis  d?  t  a  Mott*." 

June  1 8,  1786, 


The  nineteenth  and  the  twentieth  following, 
I  employed  myfelf  in  writing,  though  I  was  at 
that  time  much  fitter  to  keep  my  bed.    . 

At  length  then  the  twenty-firft  arrived,  that 
eventful  day,  which  will  live  in  my  remem- 
brance 
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hftnct  as  long^s  memory  itfclf  (hall  lWe— that 
day,  the  xnoft  apcyrfed  iii  the  calendar  of  njty 
.misfortunes  !— that  day  ■— 

One  ofthc»gaolers  came  to  ray  chamber,,  and 
.told  mc  he  came,  from  M.  Doillot,  "  who," 
{aid  this  deceiver,  "  isc  jiqw  in  the  Grefle,  and 
defires  to  fee  you,  as  -he  is  going  immediately 
into  the  country,  which  is  the  reafon  why  he 
comes  fo  early  in  the.  morning."  MI  am  very 
forry,"  a-eplifed  I,  "  but  I  have  reajly  pafled  fo 
bad  a  night,  ajid  am  fo  very  weak,  that  it  will 
not  be  poffible  for  me  to  fee  him  to-day — beg  the 
favor  of  him  to  come  fome  other  day.  To-day 
I  am  fure — but  I  fhallnot  have  fufficient  refolu- 
tion  to  fpeak  to  him."  "  It  is,  only,  Madam,  to 
read  you  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from 
Verfailles.  I  really  believe  that  he  is  com- 
manded to  wait  on  you.  It  will  be  very  unne- 
<:eflary  for  you  to  regard  your  drefs,  becaufe  he  is 
in  fo  great  a  hurry."  Thefe  laft  words  intereft- 
ed  me. much — my  curiofity  was  greatly  excited, 
and  I  was  eager  to  know  from  whom  M. 
Doillot  had  received  that  letter,  and  what  were 
its  contents.  I  conje&ured  that  it  muft  be  from 
the  Queen.  My  curiofity  gave  me  ftrength  to 
fife  from  my  b^d.    I  threw  on  haftily  a  morning 

drefs, 
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dj-efs,  atiafdllowedthisiriiptiftbr,  Who  made  me 
defcend  a  fniall  ftair-cafe,  which  fufed  to  pafe 
every  moniing  to  go1  tb  the  houfe  of  the  Con- 
cierge, He-  went  before  me,1  and  entered'  firft. 
I  pufhed  the  door  from*  me  to  get  through, 
-which  I  had  fcarce  half  effe&ed,  when  I  found  thb 
door  forcibly  pufhed  to  by  a  perfon  on  the  other 
fide,  with  as  much  violence  as  if  they  wiflied  to 
fecure  an  ox  whom  they  were  fearful  would 
efcape.  A  perfon  then  immediately  fdzed  me? 
by  the  right  arm,  and  dragged  me  into  the 
Grefle,  where  another  laid  hold  of  my  other 
arm,  and  bound  me  faft. 

During  this  odious  and  inhuman  treatment, 
T  exclaimed — Alas  !  what  did  I  exclaim  ? — I 
icarce  remember  what.  The  firft  thing  I  ob- 
ferved  was  the  Huiffier  Breton  holding  feme 
papers  in  his  hand,  which  I  conceived,  as  th6 
Concierge  had  told  me,  would  be  read,  an- 
rio\mcing any  pretended  exile.  "  No,  certain- 
ly/1 faid  I  to  Breton,  ct  I  will  not  endure  to 
hear  fo  unjuft  a  fchtence— nor  fall  upon. my 
knees  to  receive  the  condemnation  of  an  iniqui- 
tous cabal,  predetermined  to  facrifice.  mc.,,-t-' 
A  great  hutnberof  ft  range  perfons  wereprefeatj 
jnany  of  whom  feized  me  rudely  round  the  rtaift*. 

and 
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2nd  others  by  th?legs,  to  oblige  me  to  kneel 
,  dawn— but,  not  being  able  to  fucceed,  they  held 
me  fufpended  at  a  diftance  from  the  'earth. 
While  I  was  in  this  pofture,  the  Huiffier  read 
my  fentence,  but'the  cries  I  made  almoft  drown- 
ed his  voice* 

Overpowered  by  fupetior  ftrength,  my  refin- 
ance became  more  feeble— and,  in  this  condi- 
tion, I  was  dragged  to  the  place  where  the  facri- 
"fice  was  to  be  completed*  Weary  and  faint — >. 
e^havtfted  *by  my  cries,  and  the  ineffeftual 
ftriiggles  I  had  already  made,  intreating  thofe 
around  me  to  revenge  the  innocent,  and  the 
blood  of  their  good  King  Henry  II.  I  at  length 
loft  all  fenfe  of  reafon.  I  could  fee  nothing — I 
could  feel  nothing,  which  could  ferve  to  fhew 
me  what  they  intended  to  do.  After  this,  they 
flowed  me  in  the  bottom  of  a  coach,  fhut  up 
on  all  tides,  and  conducted  me  to  the  Salpetrierc, 
where,  quite .  fenfelefs — [I  muft  report  faith- 
fully, for  the  fatisfyaion  of  my  readers,  the 
account  given  -by  Madam  Robin  herfelf,  called 
Sifter  Vi&oire,  fuperior  general  of  the  hofpital, 
a  very  reputable  woman,  fixtyy  ears  of  age,  to  a 
perfon  who  curioufly  enquired  into  the  fab- 

"As 
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%i  As  fo6n  as  Madame  dc  la  Mottc  arrived** 
iaid  fhe;  "  fhe  was  put  into  the  Bureau,  where 
all  our  prifoners  are  enrolled  before  they  are  fent 
to  their  feveral  prifons.     Here  the  poor  lady 
remained  near  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  appa- 
rently without  any  knowledge  of  what  paffed, 
totally  infenfible.     A  Httle  after  fhe  came  to  her- 
felf,  I  begged  her  to  fearch  her  pockets,  and  to 
take  her  ear-rings.     She  prefented  to  me  her 
right  ear— fhe  could  not  fpeak,  and  fhe  Was  fo 
disfigured,  that  her  fhape  fcarce  appeared  to  be 
human— yet  fhe  feemed  patient  as  a  lamb  going 
to  the  fold.     The  Huifliers  then  crammed  her 
into  the  fam«  hackney-coach,  and  conveyed  her- 
to  the  hall  of  the  Salpetriere.     Before  fhe  enter- 
ed the  interior  part,  fhe  was  taken  extremely  ill, 
and  we  thought    fhe  would    never  recover. 
We  all  felt  very  much  for  her  fituation,  and 
unanimoufly  believed  that  this  was  the  laft  hour 
of  her  life.     We  feized  the  firft  moment  when 
fhe  appeared  to  be  a  little  recovering,  and  cauied 
her  to  be  pUced,    by  foqpie  of  the  fitters,  in 
a  bed  one  of  the   prifoners  had   given  her, 
which  was  fortunate  for  Madame  de  laMotte,— 
for,  if  fhe  had  rtfct  given  her  this  bed,  the  poor 
lady  would  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of 
laying  m  a  bed  with  fix  of  the  poor  old  women, 
%  ftll 
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full :  of  vermin,  ♦and  diforders  of  wretchedneft, 
I  have  alfo  to  add,,f  continued  (he*  "that  every 
thing  which  I  had  done  was  by  the  orders  of 
the  Huiffier  de  la  Chaine,   for  it  is  not  in  the 
order  of  our  conftitution  to  fearcbthe  pockets  of 
the  prifoners.     I   then  afked  Madame  de  la 
Motte,  a  moment  after  (he  was  in  her  bed,  if  flic 
had  not  reafon  to  complain  ?  and  in.  (hewing  her 
a  petticoat  of  grey  woolen,  which  wasupon  her 
bed,     '  That,  Madam,*  faid  I,  *  is  the  only  drefs 
*  that  you  can  have  :  it  is  the  habit  ofithe  hot&  £ 
to  which  this  unfortunate  lady  replied  nothing, 
but  cad  her  eyes  upon  an  image  by  her  beet 
fide,   the  crucifix  of  our  blefled  Saviour — and, 
clafping  her  hands  together,  I  faw  that  (he  was 
defirous  to  (peak,   but  could  not.     Her  tongue 
and  lips -were  fo  fwelied  that  (he  was  unable  to 
utter  a  word.     The  manner  in  which  (he  was 
treated  was  told  me  by  the  Huifliers  «ad  M. 
Breton,  who  were  waiting  for  me  at  two  pates 
from  the  chamber  of  Madame  de  k  Matte,  and  I 
hive  told  them  what  fince  pafled  relative  to  that 
unfortunate  lady,  for  which  they  thanked  me, 
and  appeared  interefted  in  my  narration." 

Such  was  the  relation  of  Madame  Vi&oire/* 
during  the  time  in  which  I  continued  infallible. 

--  The 


Yhfi  next  day  a  number  *>f  girfe,  habited  In  the 
drefs /of  daughter* : of  Charity*  which  we  have 
in  all  pariflies,  came  to  vifit  me  in  crduds  ;  they 
appeared  j  and  difappeared*  like  lightning;  .  The 
officiating  lifter*  Genevieve,  whom  I  fliall  never 
forget,  conducted  me  to  a  fmall  court  to  take 
the  aif,  and  left  me  to  rettfrn  to  her  bufinefs, 
I  was  fcarcely  feated, '  when  I  faw  a  v^ry  great 
number  of  poor  women  coming  out  of  a  gate 
into. this  fame  court,  making  a  raoft  dreadful 
clattering  with  their  wooden  fhoes*    As  foon 
as  they  faw' me,  they  exclaimed,  "  Oh!  there 
ihe  is ;  there  is  the  lady  in  the  court."-*- Thefe 
poor  creatures,  whofe  appearance  fpoke  a  variety 
of  wretchednefs,  approached*  and  invited  me  to 
lee  the  plaqe  deftined  for  my  reception,  adding, 
that  I  fhould  find  myfelf  amongft  good  people, 
who  would*  take  great  care  of  mt.     "  Corhe, 
good  lady,"  faid  one  of  them,  "  come  and  fee 
us." — Alas  !  I  then  knew  not  where  I  was,  nor 
what  could  be  this  troop  of  iriisfortuftes  which 
now  aflailed  me  in  a  form  fo  new.    Alas !  I  had 
indeed  miferies  in  the  moft  painful  variety.     I 
was  unable  to  make  any  anfwer.     I  opened  my 
eyes,  and  looked  aft  round  me,  as  if  I  had  been' 
quite  in  a  ftate  of  fuper^nnuated  dotage,    or 
childish  iafenlibility,  incapable,  of  perceiving  my 
Vol.  II.  L  real 
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jeil  fituation.  Some  of  thefe  women  took  me 
by  the  arm,  and  led  me  into  a  place  which 
they  call  the  Dormitory,  the  place  where  they 
fleep,  and  Where  they  work.  I  had  no  fooner 
entered  the  door  of  this  infernal  manfion,  than 
I  recoiled  with  terror ;  but  there  were  many 
women  behind,  who  prevented  me  from  /-un- 
Aing  back,:  other  wife  I  fhould  have  fallen. 
My  horror  vat  tight  of  this  hall,  containing 
one  liiincfted  and  twenty-feven  women,  whole 
wrefcehednefs  may  more,  eafily  be  imagined  than* 
dfcfcribed.-^GoodGod!  aid  me  by  thy  bounties, 
and  give  me  resolution  to  retrace  my  own  dif- 
grace  !— -Unfortunate  Valois !  what,  wouldft 
thou  not  intereft  the  fenfibility  of  the  public, 
who  are  naturally  fo  good,  fo  humane  ? 

.  I  fhrunk  back  at  the  light  of  this  hideous 
fpe&acle,  while  the  big  tear  rolled  down  my 
cheeks,  and,  with  a  voice  ftifted  by  the  efte£t 
of  grief,  I  faid,  like  a  child  infenfible  to  what 
paffed  around  me,  "  Poor  Valois !  oh,  poor 
Valois !  "—-This  was  all  I  wa*  capable  of  ut- 
tering :  they  could  not  get  out  of  me  any  other 
expreffion.  I  loft  all  my  fenfes,  and  remained 
in  this  pitiful  condition,  in  this  fituation,  at 
once  mingled  with  apprehenfion  and  dilmay, 

z  till 


(     '47     ) 

till  the  Wedneflay  following,  when,  by  the 
intrcaties  of  many  fifters,  I  was  induced  to  rife; 
and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  the  Superior 
General  of  the  hofpital  came  towards  me,  as  I 
was  lying  in  an  infamous  dungeon,  which  con- 
tinued for  eleven  months  to  be  my  chamber. 
She  engaged  me  to  accompany  her*     "  Come 
along  with  me,  and  have  patience,   my  dear 
lady  I.    Truft  6very  thing  to  Providence.     God 
will  come  to  your  r.elief.  Come  along  with  me, 
and,  Madam,  you  will  immediately  ffcid  fuffr» 
cient  proof  that  God  does  not  abandon  the  inno- 
cent ! " — I  did  all  that  the  good  and  virtuous 
Superior  wiihed  me  t  I  followed  her,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  apartment  of  the  Superior  of  this 
Salpetriere,  who  was  abfent.    She  prefented  me 
to  a  venerable  old  man,  whofe  air  and  manners 
prevented  the  leafi  agitation.     "  Behold  there, 
my  de^r,  the  moft  religious  of  fathers,  whom 
propitious  Providence  has  font  to  be  your  con- 
iblation«,f~- This  gentleman,  whofe  memory  I 
(hall  cheriffrtill  my  death,  is  called  M.  Tilled 
Frflta  the^firft  moment,  he  endeavored  to  in- 
fpire  me  with  con6dence  :  he  told  me  that  he 
came  from  the  town  of  Troyes,  kiChampaigne, 
where  he  hpd  had  occafion  to  fee  (he  family  of 
Valois,  for  whom  he  prcfefled  great  efteem; 
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*  that  he  had  learnt  my  misfortunes  upon  his  arri* 
val  at  Paris,  and  that  he  felt  himfelf  affe&ed. 

We  then  entered  into  a  difcourfe  adapted  to 
rtfy  circumftances  and  fituation,  and  he  iftrongly 
inculcated  patience — after  which,  he  made  me 
the  moft  obliging  offers  to  provide  for  all  my 
neceflary  occafions,  and  begged  permiffion  to 
come  frequently  to  fee  me.  I  aflured  him  that 
I  fhould  always  be  glad  to  receive  him — at  the 
fame  time  I  took  occafion  to  inform  him,  that, 
if  the  lively  intereft  he  exprefled  for  my  concerns 
was  occafioned  by  the  refpeft  he  had  for  the 
family  at  Troyes,  he  was  miftaken — that  I  was 
no  relation  of  theirs,  and  convinced  him  of  this 
from  the  report  of  M.  d?Qzier  de  Savigny,  w;ho 
had  granted  my  pedigree,  but:  that  this  family 
was  capable  of  tracing  their  alliance,  M.  Tillet 
anfwered  me,  "That'll  was  no  matter. — 
It  is,  the  fame  thing,  Madam,"  continued  he — 
44  you  are  unfortunate,  and  that  fingle  circum- 
ftance  entitles  you  to  my  prote&ipn.  Firft 
ideas  are  not  altered,"  faid  that  yenerabl^told 
man,  at  the  fame  bathing  my  hands  with  his 
tears,  and  from  this  moment  I  ftiled  him  my 
father. 


On 


(    ^49     ) 

On  the  Monday  he  returned  again,  and  I  had 
an  interview  with  him,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
two  fuperiors.  He  careffed  me  as  much  as  if  I 
had  been  his  daughter.  %  In  the  courfe  of  con- 
verfatkm  he  touched  upon  my  affairs,  at  which 
I  could  not  help  growing  warm,  and  anfwered 
him  fharply ,  that  the  Queen  was  to  blame.— 
"  She  ought,"  added  I,  "  to  be  in  my  place, 
fince  I  have  been  her  confidant,  and  but  too  much 
attached  to  her  intereft."  M.  Tillet  replied  to 
calm  me, 

This  good  old  man  gave  me  money  to  buy 
vi&uals,  part  of  which  I  generally  gave  to 
fix  women,  who  were  all  very  old  and  very 
poor — fome  of  them  more  than  feventy  years  of 
age,  and  the  others  nearly  as  much.  They 
had  been  confined  more  than  forty  years  in  this 
odious  prifbn,  every  day  living  in  hope  of  being 
liberated,  and  in  conftant  expe&ation  that  they 
fliould  not  end  their  days  in  fo  odious  an  habita- 
tion.  It  was  this  hope  that  made  them  fuftain 
with  more  patience  this  horrible  confinement. 
I  defcended  3.  fecondtime  into  this  hall,  where  I 
was  obliged  fbmetimes  to  appear,  fince  I  was/ 
condemned  to  die  there.  When  I  was  feated  in 
the  midft  of  this  affenably,  they  Ml  appeared 
L3  greatly 
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greatly  affc&ed  afc  feeing  me,  aadobferved  liUU 
filence.  As  for  me,  I  faid  not  a  word,  but  my 
appearance  fo  fimple,  fb  unafte&ed,  did  not 
efcape  their  notice,  Tear$~-tbig  tears  dropped 
copioufly  from  my  eyes-~the  women  perceived 
it,  drew  near,  and  addreffed  me  in  terms,  which, 
in  my  fituation,  was  no  great  confolation*— 
"Ah,  good  lady  !  how  do  you  do  ?"  faid  they, 
"  Without  doubt  you  are  uneafy,  It  is  v<siy 
hvd  for  you  to  be  amongft  us-*-but  you  need 
jnot  be  under  any  fear  from  our  reproach,  for  we 
jure  all  more  or  left  .guilty,  and  we  are  all  under 
puniftiment  for  our  crimes,  therefore  we  are  all 
upon  a  -footing,  -and  cannot  reproach  you.** 
"  Mighty  God  !  what  >yords  were  thefe !  How 
keener  tfian  the  dagger's  point — more  venemous 
than  the  ferpent's  tooth  : — We  are  aR  culpable  % 
.  and  cannot  reproach  you*  Alas  !  Heaven  have 
jhefcy  upon  thee,  innocent  And  unfortunate 
Valois  PV— My  tears  at  that  time  ran.  copioufly 
down,  and  I  fell'fcito  a  fttte  of  dejpair.  1  was 
even  m-a  ftate  of  delirium— I  raved— ~I  tore  my 
hair-+*nd,  the  moment  I  could  get  my  hands  at 
liberty,  I  gave  myfelf  feveral  blows  on  the 
breaft  and  On  the  temples— iq  fine,  where-* 
ever  I  could,  to  put  an  end  to  my  miferable  ex- 
igence.    "Oh,    good    God!"    exclaimed    I, 
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**  what  have  Ithendone?  SufFer  me  rathef 
to  die  than  thus  to  languifh  out  a  miferable 
exigence  with  thofe  criminals/  who  could  com- 
pare me  with  them  m  point  of  criminality  ?'* 
This  continued  to  abfbrb  all  my  ideas  ~  with 
fuch  company,  and  with  fuch  an  horrible  place 
before  my  eyes.  Thefe  women,  who  acknow- 
ledged themfelves  gbtfty,  might  fupport  their 
punifhment  wkfe'  greater  patience  than  I,  who 
was  innocent  snd  guiltlefsof  any  crime.  They' 
were,  indeed,  more  cirpumfpeft,  in  fature,  *  iri< 
what  they  (aid  refpefting  me.  But  it  4s  necef- 
fitry  that  I  fhould  give  the  reader  fome  few  traits' 
of  this  houfe  of  penance  and  itsmhabitants.  * 

*  It  will  be  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  paint 
the  horrors  of  thi? .  dreadful  manfion— every 
effort  is  inadequate  to  give,  with  fufficierit 
ftrcngth  of  coloring,  the  interior  description  of 
this  houfe  of  horror,  and  the  wretched  inhabi- 
tants— For  thofe  who  iiavc,  indeed,  been  guilty 
of  the  crimes  for  which  they  arepunifhed,  they 
could  not  fuffer — but  thofe  who  are  not,  fay, 
as  they  had  fb  ftrong  an  example,  that  thofe* 
who  are  really  innocent  have  frequently  been 
abufed  and  ill-treated  by  the  guilty — fo  that 
when  any  new  prifoner  comes  amongft  them, 

L  4    "  they 


they  endeavor  td  teach  thena  (h^ir.leffbns,  ani 
<?ne  would  be  led  to  Imaging  jfrcstf  their  conduft 
and  behaviour,  that  tfeefe  :*w0lnen  had ;  beeijL 
reared  in  the  forefts,  for  they  .v?re  al^oft  -as 
wild  and  favage  as-  tygers,  c  Haying  always  in 
their  hands  either  ftoflejs,;  fyfttles,  or  chairs, 
ready  to  throw  at  the  head  of  any  that  difpleafed 
them.  Every  day.  teemed  witfi  new  fquabbles, 
^nd  they;  frequently  fought,  a#4  would  fome- 
times  beat  one  another  ajtmofl  to  4eathT  A  vir- 
tuous and  quiet  woman  ftood  but  a  very  b?4 
chance,  enepmpaffed  by  thefe  fyriefr — the  lamb 
Would  have  met  more :  mercy  from  the  wolf, 
If,  however  well  inclined  (he  might  havq  been^ 
at  her  entrance,  (he  did  not  foon  affimilate  her? 
felf  to  the  cqnduft'  aijd  •  manners  of  fhofe 
wretches  about  her — if  (he  was  not  foon  as  tx4 
as  her  neighbours,  (he  would  foon  have  been 
deftroyed  by.thefe  harpies,  unlefs  fome  charita- 
ble pcrfons,  inclined  to  pity,  (hould  take  her 
under  their  prote&ion,  and  prevent  their  out- 
rage. This  prifon  was  a  ferainary  of  vice  and 
depravity,  even  too  (hocking  to  mention — and, 
inftead  of  a  houfe  for  the  falutary  corre<5tioi> 
of  their  fouls,  may  more  juftly  be  denominated 
the  place  of  their  deftru&ion.  When  the  re£tor 
of  this  houfe  aiked  jne,  the  fecond  time  I  went 

to 
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to  confefs,  if  I  had  not  been  already  a  witnels 
to,  and  offended  at  what  I  faw  pafiijig  among  the 
creatures,  (whom,  for  the  credit  of  the  fex,  I 
will  sot  term  women;  nor  infult  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  by  claffing  them  among  human 
beings).— -I  did  not  at  firft  comprehend  his  ques- 
tion, and  anfwered  him,  as  underflanding  that 
he  only  fpoke  of  their  quarrelling  and  fighting.. 
**  No,"  replied  he ;  "I  fpeak  of  the  fin  of  the 
houie."  After  this  explanation,  I  did  not  com- 
prehend it  better — but,  at  my  return,  I  foon 
made  myfelf  acquainted,  becaufe  I  wifhed  to 
inform  the  re&or  truly.  "  Oh,  horrible  !,f 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  "  and  lhame  to  the  government 
that  fufFers  fuch  a  prifon  to  exift.  Sifter  Martha 
communicated  my  aftonifhment  to.M.  Tillet,* 
for  he  is  alio  well  informed  what  all  thofe  who 
inhabit  this  prifon  have  faid  concerning  the 
dreadful  debauchery  of  this  houfe, 

M.  Tillet  was  not  lefs  indignant  than  I  was  at 
what  flie  told  him,  and  had  the  prudence,  or 
rather  the  delicacy,  to  drop  the  converfation. 
JLt  is  very  true  that  I  did  not  here  reftrain  my 
tongue  from  fpeaking  of  the  abufe  which  ^  was 
daily  a  witnefs  to,  and  I  had  much  lefs  reafon  to 
fpare  my  reprehenfions,  fince  J  had  the  fulleft 

convi&ion 
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cojrvi&ion  that  in  England  they  managed  ib 
much  better,  and  I  ufed  frequently  to  remark  % 
that  the  government  of  France  would  (hew- 
their  wifdom  in  imitating  the  Engliff*  in  their 
prifons  and  prifbners~-for,  perhaps  added  they, 
in  the  fame  peopled  habitation,  there  would  be 
much  /ewer  crimes,  if  there  were  better  regula- 
tions in  place*  of  confinement  and  hdufes  of 
correction,  by  making  them  ufeful  either  to 
themfelves  pt  the  community— but  in  the  Sal*) 
petriere,  which  deferyes  ceprobation,  the  pri* 
fbners  are  good  for  nothing,  but  a  burthen  to 
the  King  and  the  public,  arid  a  di(grace  to  their 
friends.  Scarce  a'  minute  plfles  in  the  day  but 
they  ufe  the  moft  horrid  oaths,  calling  upon  the 
facred  name  of  a  long-fuffering  God,  and  vent- 
ing  the  moft  bitter  imprecations  againft  their 
judges.  This  horrid  manfion  is  not  an  impro- 
per refemblance  of  the  infernal  abodes,  peopled 
by  malignant  fpifits,  who  torment  and  prey 
upon  each  other.  It  is  their  continual  cry  to 
every  "perfon  who  approaches  this  houfe— "  Oht 
that  our  King  would  give  us,"  fay  they,  "our* 
time! — that  he  would  fend  us  into  the  uninha- 
bited towns ! — Wc  (hould  find  ourfelves  then! 
happy. — We  fhould  pray  for  hifn."  When  thefe 
jniferable  creatures  read,    in  the  Gazette  de 
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France,  the  article  relative  to  the  transportation 
of  Englilh  prifoners  to  Botany-bay,  they  were 
fcarce  able  to  contain  thenxfeiye*—thej  weptt 
they  fighed,  and  were  quite  in  defpair.  They 
gave  a  thoufand  benedi&ions  to  the  King  qf 
England,  and  to  all  who  had  eftablifhed  fuch 
goodlaws~**but  th*y*  are  perfuaded  that*  their 
own  good  King  is  ignorant  of  all  thefe  evils  that 
they  complain  of,  and  that,  if  he  could  really 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  their  fufferings,*  he 
would  notiail  to  relieve  them.  It  is  in  this  per* 
fuafion  that  they  live,  and  all  their  packets  are 
conftantjy  addrefled  to  the  King.  It  feems 
they  feel  a  pleafure  even  in  pronouncing  his 
rtty  name.  They  fay,  their  heart  tells  them 
that  he  is  a  good  King,  and  that  they  want 
nothing  but  fome  good  friend  to  acquaint  theif 
Sovereign,  and  their  grievances  would  imme* 
diately  be  remedied/ 

If  my  fex  did  not  reftrain  me,  relative  to  the 
enormities  which  pafled  in  this  prifon,  I  could 
(peak  what  would  ftrike  all  my  readers  with 
afloniihment  and  horror,  but  delicacy  forbids  the 
communication  which  would  wound  the  ear  of 
modefty  to  mention— I  am,  however,  warranted 
in  the  remark,  that,  inftead  of  a  houfe  of  cor-. 
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region  tp-diminifli  crimes,    this  place  may.  be 
propejly  termed  a,  feogrinary  for  their  propagation^ 
the  multiplication  of  vices  of  every  fpecies,  and 
.  the  blackeft  dggrees  of  enormity, .    . 

To  fatisfy  the  curiofi  ty  of  fome  of  my  readers, 
•  I  will  attempt  to  give  a  defcription  of  this  abode 
of  horrors — I  fay,  I  will  attempt  todefcribe,  for 
it  is  impofliblef  to  give  an  adequate  defcription. 
The  entrance  is  by  a  very  fmall  court,  about 
twenty  feet  broad  and  forty-four  in  length.— 
Oppofite  the  entering  doors  are  feven  dark  ca- 
bins under  a  gallery,  buijj;  upon  pilafters.— 
Cabins,  or  rather  dungeons,  are,  in  general, 
between  five  and  fix  feet  long,  ^nd  four  a^4  an 
half  broad,  in  each  of  which  is  a  ftraw  bed,  q, 
taattrafs  without  any  furniture,  and  not  fo  much 
as  a  fingle  chair  withinfide.  Thofe  women 
who  come  thither  and  have  money  may  pur- 
chafe  thefe  cabins  of  the  old  prifoners.  In  each 
of  thefe  cabins  is  a  window  about  a  foot  and  an 
half  fquare^  with  no  glafs,  but  very  thick 
wooden  fhuiters,  fattened  with  mafly  iron  bolts. 
Below  thefe  doors  is  another  fmall  opening  to 
let  the  air  into  thefe  cabins.  At  the  botfojx}  q£ 
this  court,  to  the  right,  are  four  ftonp  fteps* 
after  which  is  a  little  paflage  which  divides  the 

great 
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great  dormitory  from  the  little  court.  On  the 
right  is  a  {mail  court  leading  to  the  great  one,  to 
ferve  as  a  walk  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-fevca 
females,  eighty  feet  long  and  nearfixty  wide — 
the  walls  about  fixty-two  feet  high.  Oppofite 
the  entering  gate  of  the  court  leading  to  the 
dormitory,  is  a  chamber  for  one  fifter,  to  which 
there  is  an  afcent  of  five  fteps  and  a  little  win- 
dow. Oppofite  the  little  court  is  the  gate  of  the 
dormitory,  which  is  alfo  very  low.  This  dor- 
mitory is  fixty  feet  long  and  thirteen  broad— 
the  ceiling  fortified  with  large  ftrong  joifts — 
the  wall  round  this  dormitory  is  ftrengthened  in 
the  fame  manner.  In  this  dormitory  are  fix 
beds,  about  five  feet  in  length,  compofed  aUb«of 
'  a  trufs  of  ftraw,  a  mattrafs,  and  two  coarfe  cloth 
coverings.  Round  the  bed  are  benches  and 
fome  chairs — the  right  fide  of  thi;  window  is 
filled  with  women  at  work,  who  have  purchafed 
thefe  places,  as  I  alfo  paid  for  mine — for  I  had 
been  before  obliged  to  fit  down  on  the  ground 
in  the  court,  all  the  places  being  occupied, 
which  are  to  the  number  of  forty,  all  of  a  row, 
in  which  fituation  they  may  be  feen  very  eafilyi 
having  the  dark  walls  before  them.  The  places 
oppofite  the  windows  are  «  the  moft  eligible. 
The  walls  are  entirely  furrounded  with  thick, 
I  planks 
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plank*  ft orii  ofte  diftance  to  another,  where  they 
put  their  vi&uals.     Beneath  this  dormitory  is 
another,  the  half  of  which  is  below,  where 
there  are  three  Of  four  beds*  in  a  better  air 
than  the  others*     Upon  the  right  of  this  dormi- 
tory is  a  corridor,  three  feet  broad  and  about 
feveaty-five  feet  long,  in  which  there  are  thir- 
teen cabins  much  the  fame  as  thefirft,  of  which- 
I  have  before  fpofcen,  which  are  but  low  win- 
dows,  with  iron  bars-*~fo   that  the   miferable 
inhabitants  have  no  defence  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  feafons,   but  the  Vain,    wind,  hail,   and 
(how  beats  in  upon  the  cabins*    By  mounting 
upon  the  windows  you  may  fee  even  to  the 
fourth  court,  which  is  called  the  Court -de  St* 
Claire,  where  there  are  always  a  great  number 
of  people.     Oppofite  the  dormitory  is*  a  fmall 
flair-cafe  leading  to  a  particular  little  court, 
which  leads  into  a  fquare  oppofite  to  the  chapel 
of  this  fame  prifon.     On  the  right  is  the  cell  of 
the  (uperipr  lifter  Martha.     Going  out  on  the 
right  is  a  court  leading  to  the  kitchen,  where 
Vt  three  doors  to  enter  the  Salpetriere — on  both 
fides  there  are  porters.     As  you  come  from  thef 
Salpetriere  to  go  out  of  the  hofpital  there  are 
feven  courts,  and  in  every  court  is  a  great  num- 
ber of  porters,  and  on  the  left,   oppofite  the 
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.entering  paflkgc  by  the  Court  St.  Claire,  are  two 
porticoes  leading  to  the  entry  of  the  three  gates 
of  the  Salpetriere,  and  there  are  nine  courts  to 
pafs  before  you  can  go  out  of  the  hofpitaL 

This  is  the  moft  accurate  defcription  I  can 
give  of  this  infernal  abode,  where  the  defcendant 
of  Henry  II.  was  confined,  to  expiate  the  crimes 
of  others.  This  is  the  description  of  that  hor- 
rid  houfe  of  bondage,  where  ihe  fojourned  the 
tedious  period  of  eleven  months  and  feventeen 
days, 

-  The  inhabitants  of  this'  den  have  an  old  petti- 
<coat  for  cloathing,  and  a  gown  of  coarfe  grey 
cloth,  ftockings  of  the  fame  kind,  a  coarfe 
ihift,  a  pair  of  wooden  ihoes,  and  a  cap*.  They 
are  cloathed  in  this  habit  as  foon  as  they  arrive, 
and  it  is  cuftomary  for  the  fifter  who  performs 
this  ceremony  to  take  the  apparel  of  every  pri- 
soner, which  {he  puts  in  a  bundle,  with  the  name 
of  the  woman,  below,  and  carries  it  into  a  place 
which  they  call  the  Magazine.  If  ever  thefe 
women  (hould  be  fortunate  enough  to  obtain* 
their  pardon,  which  hardly  ever  proves  to  be  the 
cafe,  as  moft  of  them,  dead  to  the  world,  have 
no  friend  to  plead  their  caufe,-*-they  are  then 
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.  reftorcd-*-but  if  they  die  there,  which  is  th& 
moft  probable,  they  are  th&i  divided  between 
four  fitters  of  the  Salpetriere,  includihg  fifter 
Martha,  fuperior— who,  befides  what  fhe  takes 
from  thefe  poor  women,  at  their  firft  entrance* 
finds  means  to  extort  and  fcrew  from  one  and  the 
other  the  little  pittance  which  the  ftate  affords, 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  juft  keeping  body  and 
foul  together.  By  the  regulation  of  this  houfe, 
every  woman  is  allowed,  thrice  a  week,  three 
ounces  of  boiled  beef— on  th*  other  days,  about 
two  pennyworth  of  cheefe,  with  fat  brotl}  and 
five  quarterns  of  bread,  each  day.  Such  is  the 
regulation  allowed  for  the  fuftenance  of  thefe 
wretches.  Their  bread  is,  indeed,  given  them, 
but  provident  fifter  Martha  gives  them  but  one 
ounce  of  meat,  taking  care  to  appropriate  the 
reft  to  her  own  ufe — and,  for  the  cheefe,  fhe 
keeps  that  to  fell*  to  realize  a  little  fortune  from 
the  morfels  wrenched  from  the  jaws  of  famine, 
arifing  from^the  hard  hand- of  labor.  It  is  thus 
that  many  of  thefe  poor  creatures,  who  will  not 
work,  are  frequently  ftarved  to  death.  It  is  a 
•very  remarkable  circumftance  thatthofe  females, 
who  before  have  fcarce  ever  had  a  needle  in  their 
hands,  are  here  taught  to  work  in  a  fhort  time. 
Some  are  taught  to  ftitch  wriftbands,  others  to 

make 
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make  fhirts,  and  all  kinds  of  plain  work  s — -but 
their  labors  to  them  are  of  trifling  advantage — - 
they  have  not  that  hope  of  appropriating  to 
their  own  ufe  the  reward  of  their  induftry — ■ 
they  have  not  that  fmile  which  chears  the 
countenance  of  the  induftrious  peafant,  amidft 
the  rougheft  exercife  of  labor — they  have  not 
that  confidence  that  they  are  laboring  for  them- 
felves,  or  relations  more  dear  than  themfelves, 
and  that  the  reward  of  their  labors  will  be  at 
their  own  difpofal.  Every  thing  is  laid  up  in 
the  hofpital.— Thefe  unfortunate  women  receive 
confiderable  donations  from  charity  \  I  fay  con- 
fiderable,  for  they  would  be  fo  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  for  the  interference  of  fifter  Martha , 
who  levies  her  contributions  upon  them,  for 
the  benefit  of  her  own  private  hoard. — But  t 
will  give  a  pi&ure  of  this  odious  woman — how 
ihe  impofes  upon  the  unfortunate — how  (he 
loads  them  with  yet  greater  mifery  than  they 
have  before  experienced. 

That  reverend  old  man,  M.  Tillet,  whom  I 
have  before  mentioned,  was  particularly  punc- 
tual in  his  vifits  to  me.  To  his  generofity,  to 
his  kind  attentions,  I  am  particularly  indebted. 
He  ordered  the  governefs,  Rebrin,  to  give  me 
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a  good  bed,  quilt,  &c.  all  new ;  after  which 
he  fent  into  my  cabbin  the  portrait  of  the  penU 
tent  Magdalen,  a  large  engraving,  with  a  fuperb 
ivory  crucifix  about  fixteen  inches  high,  which    ' 
was  tied  to  the  head  of  my  bed ;  the  Magdalen 
was  placed  in  a  central  fituation ;  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  bed  was  a  Bible,  a  fmall  table,  two 
fmall  chairs,  and  fome  fmall  pi&ures   which 
ferved  as  tapeftry.     This  fmall  cabbin,  which 
formerly  infpired  with  hdrror,  was  now,  by  the 
beneficence  of  M.  Tillet,  converted  into  a  little 
chapel,  which  was  adrtitfed  by  all  the  fiftersr 
— Here  did  I  often  remain,  ruminating  on  the 
hardfhips  of  my  fituation,  lamenting  the  injus- 
tice of  my  enemies,  and  bedewing  the  pavement 
with  my  tears ;  here  too  I  was  often  fbrrowful 
even  unto  death,  reacly  to  give  up  my  laft  (Ighf 
and  refign  my  foul  into  the  hands  of  Him  that 
gave  it. 

In  thefe  melancholy  moments,  Mr  Tillet  hn$ 
frequently  afforded  me  much  confolation:  to 
that  reverend  man  I  am  indebted  for  many  mo- 
ments of  comfort,  for  many  hours  of  eafe, 
while  a  fojourner  in  this  houfe  of  bondage,  and 
lying  under  the  (hadow  of  death.  To  this  kind 
•old  man  I  owe  the  prolongation  of  my  days ;  it 
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Was  through  hi*  care,  and  by  his  order,  that 
the  firft  furgeon  attended,  and  brought  the  me* 
dickies ;  and  fearing  left  the  other  women  (hould 
be  jealous;  and  treat  me  ill,  m  confequence  of 
his  attention  to  me,  he  paid  them  many  yifits, 
and  gave  then*  money*  They  had  always  ihi 
greateft  refpeft  for  him,  One  day  in  particular, 
When  he  was  there,  they  threw  themfelves  at 
feis  feet,  before  lifter  Martha  and  the  other 
fitters,  and  exclaimed!  "  You  are  indeed,  Sir, 
very  refpe#able,  very  good ;  you  a&  as  father 
to  a  lady  whom  we  regard,  and  who  ought  not 
to  be  am«ngft  us.  Ah  I  Sir,  (he  ought  to  W 
more  fortunate!  She  was  not  formed  W  livd 
here  j  and  we  have  been  more  miferable  fince 
(he  Camfc,  for  ihe  has  excited  our  pity."— M* 
TiUet  found  it  difficult  to  difengage  himfelf ; 
and  the  fcene  fo  affe&ed  him,  that  he  deter? 
mined  to  fee  them  no  rooret 

M  Never  has  the  Salpetriere,"  fays  the  Ley* 
den  Gazette,  "  received  fo  many  brilliant  vic- 
tors as  fince  the  confinement  pf  Madame  de  1^ 
M otte ;  however^  very  few  perfons  who  have 
permiffion  to  penetrate  into  this  criminal  an4 
dreadful  houfe  of  cdrre&ion,  can  gratify  their 
taftoftty  by  a  fight  of  this  unfortunate  lady, 
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Sometimes  this  prifoner  (huts  herfelf  up  in  her 
cabbin;  at  other  times  (he  fits  down  on. the 
ground,  with  her  face  fo  concealed  as  not  to  be 
diftinguiihed  from  the  reft,  particularly  as  flic 
wears  the  habit  of  the  houfe.-r-rA  few  days  ago* 
a  lady  of  the  fifft  diftin&ion,  impatient  to  gra- 
tify her  cvrriofity,  rcmonftraied  warmly  with 
her  condu&refs   ■■ »    ■  ;  ** 

I  fhall  ntitr  however;  proceed' to  recor4  what 
might  highly  gratify  my  own  A>^nity,  but  would 
be  indelicate,  as  it  is  fb  much  in  my  favor. 
Thofe  who  are  curious  to:.enquire,  may  perufe 
the  above  in  the*  Leyden  Gazette,  (Extrail  of 
a  letter  from  Paris*  dlugtt/t  14*)  where  they  will 
fee  what  I  have  juft  mentiohedy  and  alfo  what 
follows  in  that  paper,,  which  leans  fo  much  on 
my  fide,  that  I  cannot  with  propriety  relate  it 
here. 

Gne  day,  the  poor  creatures  confined*  in*  the 
Salpetriere  having,  iatreafeed-  me  to  write  a  me- 
moir, expreffi  ve  of  their  mifery,  artd  how  they 
were  treated,  by  the  lifter*,*  they  urged  me  to 
give  the  packet  to  the  firft  company  that  en- 
tered tg  fee  them.  I  accordingly  wrote  two* 
The  firft  company  that  vifited  them  was  com- 
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pofed  of  four  ladies  and  two  gentleman,  who, 
having  caft  a  hafty  glance  round  the  Dormitory, 
were  preparing  to  depart,  when  one  of  the 
oldeft  women  watched  the  opportunity  of  (lid- 
ihg  one  of  the  packets  into  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  ladies,  who  expreffed  the  greateft  compac- 
tion for  the  miferies  of  the  furrounding  objefts. 
The  old  woman  took  care  to  make  a  lign  to  the 
lady  to  be  cautious  of  the  lifters  ;  but,  notwith* 
{landing  every  precaution,  oae  of  them  ob- 
feryed  what  pafled. 

I  fhould  previoufly  have  remarked  that  lifter 
Martha/  fearful  left  the  public  fhould  be  ac- 
quainted with  her  cbndu&  towards  tbefe  unfor- 
tunates, and  Ifeould  make  intcreft  with  his  Ma- 
Jefty  to  fcruiimee  into  her  condu£,  and  remedy 
thofe  grievances  uhder  which  they  labor,  in 
order  as  much  as  pofiible  to  prevent  difcovery, 
charges  three  lifters  conftantlv  to  watch  the 
company  whom  they  conduct  into  this  manfion 
of  diftrefs  :  towards  thele  they  have  a  (harp  eye, 
that  they  receive  nothing  from  the  poor  women, 
and  are  particularly  careful  alio  to  hinder  their 
•too  near  approach. — To  relume  my  narration, 
-this  lifter  communicated  to  lifter  Martha  the- 
difcovery  (he  had  made,  and  lifter  Martha  ia- 
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treated  the  lady  to  fend  her  the  paper  flie  Jia4 
received.  The  lady  afked  her,  "  Why  ?'?  She 
replied,  that  (he  might  punifh  thofe  wretches* 
"  Are  you  then  fearful  that  they  fhould  explain 
their  fituation  ?  I  (hall  fee  to  that !  "— "  Oh, 
ladies,"  replied  iifter  Martha,  •*  you  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  prifoners ;  they  are  never 
contented !" — Such  is  a  pi&ure  of  the  charity 
put  fitter  has  for  another— for  the  unfortunate 
who  are  detained  here. 

Another  day,  there  was  a  company  ex« 
cited  by  curiofity  to  vitit  thefe  manfions.  It 
was  a  party  of  four,  two  ladies  and  two  gen* 
tlemen,  who  were  very  much  affe&ed  by  the 
picture  of  mifery  Which  prefented  itfelf.  As 
they  were  departing,  they  met  M.  Tillet,  and 
in  his  prefence  they  each  of  them  gave  a  louii 
to  fifter  Martha,  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  poor  crea- 
tures. This  company  confifted  of  the  Due  de 
Guigne  and  the  Count  d'Oflman,  the  Baronets 
du  Bourg  de  Barabe,  and  the  Marchionefs  de 
Guigny,  niece  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris*— 
Madam  du  Bourg  requefted  the  iifter  Martha  tq 
let  me  often  fee  M,  Tillet,  who  would  engage 
me  to  patience  and  hope.  u  Well,*1  faid  thefe 
ladies,  "  we  wifh  to  make  a  vifit  in  all  the 
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(he  is  perhaps  (hut  up  there.** — Sifter  Martha, 
|n  order  to  difluade  them,  condu&ed  them  her- 
felf  to  fee  thefe  dungeons,  and,  while  they 
were  employed  in  vifiting  thofe  below,  one  of 
the  fitters  Came  to  conduct  me  into  her  cham- 
ber* Sifter  Martha  affurcd  them,  that  (lie  did 
not  know  where  I  was ;  that,  as  I  would  abfo- 
lutely  fee  nobody,  I  always  concealed  myfelf 
whenever  any  company  came.  She  then  (hewed 
them  one  of  the  darkeft  and  narrowed  of  thefe 
dungedtis.  '*  There,11  faid  (hef  "  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  that  is  the  place  where  (he  lies/* 
And  then  (hewing  them  a  woollen  petticoat  and 
a  (hift,  "  Loot  at  this  petticoat  and  (hift,  la- 
dies ;  (he  has  no  other/* — This  was  to  excite 
the  companion  of  the  ladies,  and  lifter  Martha 
had  her  reafons  for  it ;  the  more  their  fenfibility 
was  afFefted,  the  larger  would  be  their  chari- 
table donations ;  and  I  (hall  hereafter  mention, 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe  unhappy  wretches  who 
have  long  groaned  under  the  opprcilion  of  this 
female' tyrant,  how  much  the  charitable  conr 
trjbutions  of  the  public  were  mifapplied. — Thefe 
ladies,  not  being  able  to  iind  me,  and  fatigued 
with  the  melancholy  horrors  which  furrounded 
them,  returned  to  the  gentlemen,  who  were 
Waiting  below  in  (ifter  Martha's  apartment. — 
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Madam  du  Bourg  imagined  that,  by  writing  her 
name,  and  the  names  of  the  company,  I  might 
be  prevailed  upon  to  fee  them,  or  at  leaft, 
added  (he,  in  her  note,  that  I  would  fee  her 
alone. — I  was  in  fuch  trouble  at  reading  this 
billet,  fo  worn  down  by  refle&ions  on  my  fitu- 
ation,  that  I  could  not  immediately  recollect  the 
name,  and  returned  by  fitter  Genevieve  the  fame 
note.  "  It  is  no  fuch  thing  !"  faid  I.  "  This* 
perfon  has  never  been  my  acquaintance ;  I  do 
not  recoiled  thefe  names.  This  i*  but  a  pre- 
text to  lead  me  to  yet  greater  humiliation  ai^d 
difgrace.  But  thefe  ladies  fhould  reflect,  that 
if  they  were  in  my  fituation,  they  would  expe- 
rience far  different  treatment :  I  fhould  never 
wifh  to  opprefs  my  equals  in  (imilar  circum- 
ftances/'-r/Thefe  ladies  replied,  when  my  an- 
fwer  Has  delivered,  that  nothing  was  further 
from  their  intention ;  they  were  much  difap- 
pointed,  and  hurt  by  my  anfwer, 

M,  Tillet,  who  quitted  this  company,  came 
to  coixinuinicate  to  me  what  had  pafied.  He 
told  jne,  with  a  fmiie  of  fatisfaftion,  which 
fpoke  the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  that  the 
.company  had  given  four  louis,  with  which  he 
doubted  not  but  the  poor  women  would  be  very 
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well  pleafed.  This  news  alfo  gave  me  great 
pleafure,  particularly  as  having  been  the  means 
of  procuring  it  for  them.  M.  Tillet  commu- 
nicated this  before  one  of  the  fitters,  who  im- 
mediately went  to  find  fifter  Martha,  to  whom 
flie  recounted  what  M.  Tillet  had  faid.  "  Oh, 
what  imprudence ! "  exclaimed  fhe,  "  when 
xny  intention  was  only  to  have  given  thefe  vile 
women  but  a  fingle  louis  ;  it  is  quite  fufficient 
for  them.  How  very  imprudent  M.  Tillet  has 
been !  however,  fifter  Genevieve,  fince  he  has 
been  fb  very  indifcreet,  charge  Madam  de  la 
Motte  to  fay  nothing  to  the  women  about  what 
has  pafled,  and  tell  her  fhe  fhall  have  a  louis  for 
herfelf." — "  Oh  !"  exclaimed  I,  with  indigna- 
tion, 4<  what  infamy  !  Yes,  this  woman,  this 
bafe  woman,  is  meaner  than  the  very  earth  flie 
walks  on,  that  fhe  fhould  dare  to  charge  fifter 
Genevieve  with  fuch  an  humiliating  commif-. 
fion,  which  fhe  would  not  have  undertaken, 
had  fhe  not  been  in  fear  of  fifter  Martha/'  She 
could  nof,  even  in  her  prefence,  help  fhewing 
her  indignation,  and  aflured  her  that  fhe  would 
entreat  me  only,  for  the  reafons  given  by  fifter 
Martha,  to  fay  nothing  to  the  women,  but  that 
fhe  could  never  bring  herfelf  to  make  me  this 
offer. — Thus  had  this  fifter  Martha,  this  worthy 
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gdvernefs,  the  impudence  to  infult  me  witfy 
fuch  a  degrading  offer,  which  I  rejefted  svith 
difdain. — But  I  (hould  .yeary  the  patience  of 
my  readers,  *were  I  to  ftain  my  page  with  a  ca* 
talogue  of  the  iniquities  of  fifter  Martha,  of 
which  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  fome  per* 
fons  have  had  intelligence,  how  flie  and  th$ 
fifters  have  defrauded  thefe  poor  obje&s  of  their 
charity,  particularly  fifter  Martha,  the  governefs 
of  all,  as  the  diredtrefs,  the  prime  mover  of  this 
fyftem  of  abufe*  I  fay,  there  is  reafon  to  fu(pe& 
that  fome  perfons  have  had  fulpicions  how  theif 
donations  to  the  Salpetriere  have  been  mifappro- 
priated,  and  their  charitable  purpofes  have  been 
defeated,  by  the  finifter  attempts  of  this  fifter 
Martha.— For  the  honor  of  the  charitable  do* 
nors,  I  will  record  their  benevolence;  to  the 
difgrace  of  fifter  Martha,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
the  feminary  under  hcf  jurifili&ion,  I  will 
(lightly  glance  over  fome  of  the  moft  notorious 
(nifappropriationsi 

Among  many  other  charitable  contributory 
Was  an  old  gentleman,  between  feventy  and 
eighty  years  of  age.  The  ftory  goes,  that  this 
old  man  was  during  a  year  at  the  Salpetriere* 
and,  after  having  complained  that  the  governefs 
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had  not  fulfilled  hit  charitable  intentions,  Ji<5 
conceived  the  idea  of  diftributing  hid  charity 
himfelf.    For  this  purpofe  he  was  conveyed 
thither  in  hid  chair,  taking  with  him  an  old  do- 
meflic :  he  then  put  into  his  hat  as  many  twelve- 
fous  pieces  as  there  were  women,  for  which 
purpofe  he  was  furniftied  with  a  lift  of  their 
names,  and  called  them  all  over  one  after  the 
other.    Thus  was  the  avarice  of  fitter  Marth* 
for  a  time  defeated ;  but  the  unfortunate  obje£i 
of  his  charity  loft  their  beneficent  patron  a  few 
months  before  I  was  acquainted  With  this  hof* 
tible  prifbn.-— Another  inftance  was,  an  old  wi- 
dow lady*  who,  actuated  by  the  /ame  charitable 
motives  as  her  predeceflbr,  ufed  to  put  her  cat 
lafh  upon  he*  head,  and  muffle  herfelf  up  fo 
clofe  that  fhe  could  fcarce  be  difcovered,  and 
tvtry  month,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  gave 
twelve  fols  to  every  prifoner.-— In  a  word-*  tha 
charitable  gifts  to  this  houfe  were  fo  confider* 
able,  that  the  Confeffor  of  the  Salpetriere  con* 
gratulated  them  one  day  upon  the  alms  they 
deceived  by  the  hands  of  fifter  Martha,  their 
Superior;  at  the  fame  time  informing  them* 
that  he  knew  feveral  perfons  who  thus  Contri* 
buted  their  charity :  he  even  went  fo  far  as  ta 
mention  the  fums  they  gave,  at  which  the  poor 
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creatures  unanimoufly  exclaimed,  that  this  fifter 
£ad  not  given  them  a  farthing, 

Thefe  women  were  violently  enraged,  and 
exclaimed  againft  the  rapacity  of  fitter  Martha 
fo  ftrongly,  that  fhe  dared  not  for  fome  time 
(hew  her  face  among  them  in  the  Salpetriere  ; 
but  fhe  cherifhed  the  moft  eager  defire  of  rev 
venge  in  her  bofom  againft  the  honeft  Confe£- 
for,  who  had  the  imprudence  to  fay  fo  much 
on  this  occafion.     He  is  too  an  Abbe,  but,  in- 
deed, a  ftrong  exception  to  what  I  have  elfe- 
where  faid  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Abbes  j  for 
he  is,   on  the  contrary,    a  very  honeft  man, 
who,  far  from  thinking  he  was  a&ing  wrong, 
was  actuated  by  no  other  principle  than  the 
pleafure  of  communicating  the  good  news  to 
thefe  unfortunate  women/  Happy  for  him,  that 
his   character   was  eftablifhed.     Sifter   Martha 
could  not,  indeed,  materially  injure  his  reputa- 
tion with  the  world ;  he  was,  however,  necef- 
fitated  to  remove  from  his  place,  though  the 
grofs  mifbehaviour  of  this  wicked  woman  ;  but 
his  preferment  is  much  better,  as  he  is  now 
Vicar  of  Saint  Paul's. — But  why  need  I  enu- 
merate every  fpecific  aft  of  the  meannefs  and 
cruelty  of  fiftcr  Martha,  who  is  in  this  houfe 
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held  in  univerfal  Heteftation.  I  have  given  iuf- 
ficient  inftances  of  her  fraud ;  I  will  only  add  a 
word  or  two  concerning  the  five  poor  old  pri- 
soners, who  were  ordered  by  thi$  mifcreant  into 
the  caves  of  the  Bicetre,  for  the  heinous  crime 
of  having  accidentally  trod  upon  the  toes  of  a 
favorite  dog, 

Thefe  caves  are  about  four  feet  in  height,  fo 
that  thofe  who  happen  to  be  tall,  are  obliged 
to  fee  almoft  in  a  kneeling  pofture ;  they  are 
loaded  with  irons  and  chains  which  fatten  them 
to  the  wall,  iron  fetters,  handcuffs  and  collars  : 
thus  they  remain,  in  this  terrible  and  barbarous 
pofture,  fome  for  fix  months,  others  for  three 
weeks. — But  who  is  the  caufe  of  this  abufe,  this 
violation  of  the  laws  of  humanity  ?  Their  Ma- 
jefties  are  not  to  be  blamed ;  they  are  deceived. 
It  is  not  for  them  to  fcrutinize  into  thefe  dun- 
geons of  diftrefs ;  they  are  ignorant  of  the  con- 
duct of  this  unfeeling  woman,  who  pra&ifes 
thefe  enormities*  Can  they  poffibly  fuppofe 
that  a  woman,  who  is  at  the  head  of  a  houfe, 
fliould  be  fo  inhuman  as  to  divert  the  gifts  of 
charity  from  their  channel,  and  enrich  herfelf 
by  grinding  the  poor  ?  His  Majefty  cannot  be- 
lie ve  that  fuch  a  monfter  can  exift.   But  let  the 

police 
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police  (-and  I  affert  that  it  is  indubitably  thd 
duty  of  the  police  to  examine  whether  J  have 
fpoke  the  truth)  let  them  enquire,  if*,  from  a 
fpirit  of  revenge,  I  have  uttered  a  faliity.  If  I 
have,  let  me  be  condemned  by  the  public  j  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  wrote  nothing  but 
the  truth,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  injured  wo« 
men,  for  the  credit  of  the  police,  for  the  honor 
of  humanity,  let  thefe  abufea  be  immediately 
re&ified.  Well  would  it  become  the  National 
Affembly,  now  a&uated  by  the  fpirit  of  free* 
tlom,  to  examine  into  the  allegations  of  the  in* 
Jured  i  let  them  weigh  the  cries  of  the  oppreued 
and  friendlefs,  which  is  with  hiy  own  a  com- 
mon Caufej  before  they  precipitately  rejeft  my 
teprefentations^—before  they  countenance  the 
oppreflion  of  this  inhuman  Superior,  who  has 
(b  long  impofed  upon  the  public  with  impunity, 
•.-Weil  I  am  perfuaded,  ir"  their  MajeiUes  were 
once  acquainted  with  what  I  have  advancedi 
they  would  not  fuffer  fuch  infamous  abufes  { 
they  would,  on  the  contrary,  fupe^ftde  herf 
and  appoint  as  Superintendant  fome  virtuous; 
Woman,  whofe  fenfibilityj  whofe  education, 
Would  render  her  attentive  to  the  Cries  of  the 
Wretched— fuch  a  Superior  as  that  worthy  wo- 
jmn  Vi&oire  (commonly  called  Robin)  who 

PofTeircS 


(  m  ) 

poffeflcs  a  feeling  heart,  and  every  hour  of  thd 
day  applies  her  kind  afiiftance  with  a  difcerning 
judgment,  to  affift  where  that  affiftance  is  moft 
neceflary,  and  with  a  degree  of  tender  anxiety 
that  renders  her  fervices  doubly  valuable.  Con- 
trafted  with  fifter  Martha,  from  the  dark  fhadd 
Qf  that  vicious  woman  her  virtues  become  more 
tonfpicuous,  and,  as  the  light  ihines  in  dark-* 
»e(s,  fo  the  good  deeds  of  fifter  Viftoire  in  fome 
degree  compenfate  the  malevolence,  the  avari- 
cious meannefs  of  fifter  Martha,  which  is  almoft 
incredible ; — flie  that  can  have  the  audacity  to 
heg  for  thefe  poor  prifoners  the  charity  of  eveiy 
perfon  who  comes  to  the  place  t  "  The  poor 
prifoners  !"  fays  (he,  in  a  tone  of  the  moftcott* 
fummate  diflimulation,  expreffive  of  the  kindeft 
Concern,  while  this  canting  Mendicant  is  beg* 
ging  fen:  herfelf, 

*The  gloomy  cabbins,  or  rather  dungeon^ 
which  I  have  before  mentioned  are  (hewn  by 
this  fifter  Martha  to  all  the  company  who  come 
to  vifit  thifr  houfe— thefe  were  (hewn  to  work 
upon  their  feelings,  by  fuch  fpedacleS  of  miferyt 
that  they  might  give  money  to  purchafi?  a  bed> 
cloaths,  and  other  things.  -  Yes,  I  have  known 
that  the  has  received  much ;  and  even  M«Tillet 
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has  told  hcf ,  but  a  very  fliort  time  before  my 
departure,  that  a  great  number  of  perfons  had 
laid  this,  nay,  that  it  has  even  been  reported  in 
the  public  prints,  and  which -have  obfervdd  that 
this  lifter  had  put  this  trick  upon  all  the  world* 
—At  the  fame  time  M,Tillet  himfelf  remarked' 
all  which  he  had  given  me,  and  the  dark  dun- 
geons which  fifter  Martha  had  (hevyn  to  all  the 
company  whofe  curiofity  had'  brought  them  thi- 
ther, was  nothing  but  with  the  intent  to  get 
money ;  that  the  company  which  came  with 
Madam  du  Bourg,  gave  amongft  them  feventeen 
louis,  to  buy  me  a  bed ; — all  was  for  herfelf* 

That  it  may  be  well  known  how  much  this 
odious  woman  has  deceived  the  .worjd,  I  affert, 
that  during  my  continuance  there,  not  lefs 
than  fifteen  hundred  perfons  came  to  the  Salpe- 
triere,  with  an  intention  of  doing  mc  fervice, 
of  whom  Madam  Robin  has  sjWen  the  lift  to  the 
Police.  Of  thele,  I  have  my jfelf  obferved  many 
juft  entering  within  the  Salpetriere,  and  ibme 
who  went  to  find  fifter  Martha,  oi^called  her 
to  their  catch,  whom  ftie  prevented  as  much 
as  poffible  from  feeing  me,  afluring  them  that 
l  had  refufed  all  my  friends,  not  excepting  my 
fifter,  and  that  fhe  was  perfectly  aflfured  their 
t   '  trouble 
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trouble  Would  be  to  no  purpofe  in  going  to  the 
prifon,  in  confcquettCe  of  which  they  then  de- 
ferred their  iptentioa.'«~But,  at  a  different  time, 
it  was  reported  that  another  company  of  ladies 
begged  Madam  Vi&oire,  the  Suporiof?  to  con* 
du&  them  to  the  place  where  t  was,  that  they 
might  fee  me*  when  Madam  Vi&oire  replied, 
that  I  was  fubjc£t  to  obedience  in  that  houfe, 
bub  that  I  had  myfelf  the  fob  liberty  either  of 
feeing  people,  .or  refuting  to  fee  them,  at  my 
own  discretion ;  that  I  had  declared  I  would  fee 
nobody,  and  that  they  had,  in  confequence  of 
filch  declaration,  no  power  to  force  xtty  inclimu- 
tion.— The  voice*  of  After  Martha  was.  befre  as 
«hfolute  even  as  the  Royal  edi&,  which  (hewed 
the  power  fiie  had ;  and  fhe  reproved  all  thoie 
who  wifhed  to  force  me  to  make  myfelf  vifible^ 
that  they  might  gratify  their  curiofity.  She 
added,  that  I  was  by  no  means  to  blame  for  not 
feeing  any  body,  which  was,  in  her  judgment, 
a  ftrong  proof  of  my  delicacy. 

Every  drfftuttftance-  which  I  have  here  recited 
has  beenread  by  M.  Tillet,  ia  the  Paris  Journal 
and  other  newfpapers,  particularly  in  another 
Gazette  of  the  sad  Auguft,  1786,  of  which  I 
ihall  hereafter  haw  particular  occafion  to  take 
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notice ;  and  in'  fome  other  place  to  make  obfer- 
vatioiis  upon  what  has  been  faid  of  me  in  this 
Gazette,  during  the  time  of  my  pjrocefs. 

During  my  confinement  in  this  moft  inhof- 
pitafole  manfion,  I  wa6  frequently  affii&ed  with 
ievere  fits  of  illnefs.  My  conftitution  was  ne- 
ver ftrdng,  but  the  diforder  of  my  mind,  re- 
flexion on  my  fituation,  and  all  that  hitternefs 
of  foul  which  defies  medicinal  art,  had  fo  racked 
my  frame,  had  fo  unftrung  my  nefves,  that  I 
was  not  even  the  fhadow.  of.  what  I  once  had 
been.  My  (ituation,  iudeed,  would  have  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  the  compaffionate,  in  which 
clafs  M.  Tillet  flood  very  high,  In  this  reli- 
gious and  venerable  man  I  found  a  comforter, 
and,  if  my  troubles  could  have  been  huflied, 
his  voice  would  have  ftilled  the  ftorm,  his  con- 
solation would  have  quieted  my  brfcaft  ;  but  it 
7Was  not  jpoffible  yet.  Reverend  father,,  what 
thou  couldft,  thou  didft.  With  comforts  drawn 
from  the  facred  fountain  of  the  Gofpel,  he  ef- 
jfayed  to  calm  my  forfolws,  and  to  whifper  peace. 
iStruck  with  the  fpear  of  the  hunter,  liis  gentle 
hand  folicited  the  darts,  and  ftrove  to  draw  them 
-forth  ;  but  they  were  pierced -too  deep1 — and 
adeep  they.hsuiL  indeed  be,  .not" to  yield  to.  his 
. . ;.  .■:  .  j,  applications  ! 
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applications  !  He  faw  me  blafted  fcy  difeafe,  amT 
fearing  left  death  (hould  furprize  me  without 
confeffi&n,  without  the  facrament,  he  exhorted 
me  inceflantly,  and  mildly  begged  me  to  for- 
give my  enemies,  and  to  refemble  the  penitent 
Magdalen-^to  imitate  Madam  de  Valiere,  whole 
life  he  had  given  me  for  myperufal- — whofe 
life  he  pointed  out  as  worthy  of  imitation.  I* 
had  read  this  book,  in  which  Lperceived  nothing 
more  than  a  iimple  jealoufy  on  her  part%  which 
led  to  her  converfion.  The  firft  time  I  looked 
it  over,  M.  Tillet  aflced  me  if  the  converfion  of 
Madarti  la  Valiere  had  made  any  impreflion  upon 
my  feelings,  and  whether  the  troubles  with 
which  that  virtuous  woman  had  been  affiifted 
had  not  affe&ed  me  ? — "  I  have  rpad,  my  dear 
father  replied  I,  the  book  you  mention,  but  I 
do  not  find  that  ihe  has  ever  been  difgraced. 
It  is  very  true,  replied  M.  Tillet,  but  fhe  has 
been  thus  chaftened  for  her  fins.  Yes,  anfwered 
I,  my  dear  father,  for  the  fins  which  were 
peculiarly  her  own,  but  not  for  the  crimes  of 
another.  How  different  my  fituation,  how  much 
more  poignant  my  diftrefs !  I  am  a  facrificef 
a  victim,  not  for  my  own  crimes,  and  when  I 
think  of  their  injuries,  when  I  refledt  on  my 
fufferings,  I  fcarce  know  how  to  pardon-  them. 

N  z  But, 
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But,  my  ehild,  replied  this  good  man,  you  fiavtf 
finnftd,  and  perhaps  your  heavenly  father,  whofe 
ttiercy  is  unequalled  has  fent  you  this  affli&ion 
to  chaften^ou,  to  recover  you  to  himfelf,  to 
wean  your  affe&ions  from  the  lying  vanities  of 
fear  thly  fife,  and:  to  fix  them  in  heaven,  upon 
thit  rock  where*  they  ought  to  be  placed. 

Oh,  my  dear  father  !  exclaimed  I,  ftiink  of  the 
difgraccnot  of  myfelf,  but  of  my  family,  they  are 
at  ledft  guiltlefs  of  my  fins.  But,  Madam,  though 
tmknowh  to  you,  thefe  affli&ions  may  perhaps 
fee To  punifh  the  fins  of  your  anceftors.    .At  this 
la#  argument,  I  at  once  forgot  my  dependance 
-and   my  captivity-— do  you  remember,  father, 
that  paffage  in  our  prayers,  where  we  fay  pardon 
our  offences — "  Vengeance,"  fays  the  Prophet 
•"  is  his,  for  he  made  it,  and  he  will  have  mercy 
and  not  facrifice ;  he  will  not  confound  the  un- 
godly with  the  righteous,  he  Will  not  ftrike'the 
innocent   for  the  faults   of  the  guilty — it  were 
alitioft  blafphemy  to  fuppofe  that  a  being  of  in- 
finite wifdom,  of  ineffable  mercy,  will  not  dis- 
criminate in  dealing  out  his  punifhments— he 
will  riot  avenge  the  fins  of  the  father  upon  the 
children,  I  will  hot  believe  fo,  my  foul  revolts 
It  the  idea.    Can  the  governor  of  the  univerfe 
«  employ 


employ  his  power  to  puniih,  where  even  human 
juftice  would  hefitate  to  ftrike. 
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M.  Tillet  replied  not  to  my  argument,  but 
carneftly  enjoined  me  to  fee  the  Abbe  re&or  of 
the  hospital  the  fticceeding  day,  that  he  might 
exert  himfelf  in  exhorting  me  to  repentance*— 
I  promifed  to  comply  with  his  requcft,  not 
that  I  had  any  very  high  opinion  of  Abbe's  in 
general,  but  more  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
fire  of  the  venerable  exa&or  of  the  promife ;— * 
for  I  forefaw  that  the  Abbe  would  have  fome 
trouble.  I  alio  wifhed  to  be  convinced  if  he  was 
really  competent  to  vanquifh  my  fcruples,  and 
by  the  ftrength  of  his  reafoning,  induce  me  to 
change  my  opinion. 

With  fuch  <ldeas,  I  had  an  interview  with 
the  Re&or,  whom  I  found  more  an  Abb6  ioapr 
pearance  than  in  principle ;  a  man  of  an  aimable 
difpofition  and  well  refpe&ecL  I  remained  at 
the  confeffion  with  him  thefirft  time  two  hours 
and  a  half.  Upon  the  firft  interview  I  was  not 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  man  to  form  a 
decided  judgment ;  I  made  a  general  confeflioh 
of  the  moft  material  circumftances  of  my  life 
fincetheage  of  feven  years,  tp  which  he  enjoined 
N  3  me 
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me.  When  I  made  mention  of  a  certain  perfon* 
age,  without  name,  according  to  the  ufage  of 
our  canon,  he  was  particularly  attentive,  and 
in  that  part  of  the  confeffion  commenced  a  very 
ferious  converfation.  Upon  mentioning  alfo 
another  perfonage,  I  entered  very  minutely  into 
circumftances  which  I  related,  and  defcantrd 
upon  with  all  that  energy  with  which  grief  and 
indignation,  and  the  fear  of  being  facrificed  had 
infpired  me— the  Abbe  was  curious  to  enquire^ 
"and  fift  to  the  bottom  of  every  thing. 

But,  Madam,  faid  he,  is  it  poflible  that  the 
Cardinal  has  been  fo  very  intimate* — I  could 
never  have  thought  itf  and  ihe  has  availed  her- 
felf  of  his  affiftance.  I  have  heard  that  (he  is 
not  only  very  timorous  but  alfo  very  religious 
—and  has  (he  made  ufe*  of  ybu — to  be  iqftru- 
mental  in  his  definition. 

The  freedom  of  the  Re&or  did  not  much 
furprife  me — yet  I  conceived  that  there  was 
fomething  more  in  this  than  Ipould  well  fathom. 
I  was  obliged  repeatedly  to  give  the  Abb6  the 
key  to  this  article,  and  to  explain  every  thing 
very  fully ;  and  he  was  well  paid  for  the  trouble 
of  his  commiffion,  by  being  furnifhed  with  aq- 
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thenticmaterials  to  gratify  curiofity  of  his  friends, 
and  to  give  proof  that  I  never  deceived  the 
Cardinal  with  the  Queen.  I  then  propofed  to 
this  Abbe  to  charge  himfelf  with  a  letter  to  Ver- 
iaille&whichl  would  previouflyreadtohim,  and 
which  I  begged  him  to  deliver  to  the  Queen,  but 
he  refufed,  pleading  the  fame  excufe  as  the 
Abbe  Le  Kel.  Why,  replied  I,  when  you 
have  it  fo  much  in  yojir  power,  will  you  not 
convince  yourfelf  of  the  intimacy  between  the 
Cardinal  and  the  Queen,  but  I  can  never  par- 
don thofe  who  have  been  the  caufe  of  my  ruin  i 
as  well  as  the  parliament,  for  pafling  that  iniqui- 
tous fentence;  at  the  fame  time  obferving, 
that  it  .  was  totally  unneffary  for  him  to  give 
himfelf  any  further  trouble,  as  it  was  all  to  no 
purpofe- — that  he  had  not  effe&ed  any  change, 
and  my  ideas  remained  unalterably  fixed.  Fie 
upon  the  priefts,  who  can  devour  with  avidity, 
circumftances  fcandalous,  and  replete  with  mif- 
chief,  but  never  employ  themfelvcs  in  promot- 
ing that  which  may  be  produ&ive  of  good  ! 

Why  fliould  I  lean  upon  fuch  broken  reads — 
my  confidence  is  fixed  above  in  God,  my  (hield* 
my  refuge  and  my  rock, 

N  4  Thus 
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Thin  ended  my  general  tonfdlion— why 
flumld*  I  daub  this  paper  with  any  further  de- 
scription of  French  catholic  prieft*  s,  thofe  wolvea 
in  (heep's  eloathing,  who  conceal  their  crafty 
and  ambitus  defigns,  under  that  Specious  garb 
which  impofes  upon  the  ignorant  and  the  timid, 
to  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  inward- 
ly lft\»gh  at  the  credulity  ©f  their  adherents, 
who,  in  the  darker  age*,  armed  with  the  dagger 
and  the  pall— deluged  the  land  with  blood?  I 
now  take  my  leave  thele  Abbe's,  and  as  I  have 
promiSed  the  reader  Some  circumftances  in  my 
ISfe,  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  curiofity,  I  per* 
form  my  promife  by  reciting  occurrences  which! 
will  afford  an  ample  field  for  Speculation. 

It  was  nearly  about  the  latter  end  of  Novem* 
ber,  or  the  commencement  of  December  1 786, 
I  am  uncertain  which,  that  one  of  the  Soldiers, 
doing  duty  as  a  centinel,  in  the  court  of  the 
Salpetriere,  to  fee  that  the  women  make-  no 
holes  in  the  dormitery,  to  efcape  by  the  aque- 
du&s  which  the  fitters  could  not  difcover.  The 
Soldier  I  fpeak  of  paffed  the  end  of  his  fuzee 
through  a  broken  part  of  the  wall,  and  attemped 
to  touch  Angelica,  who  waited  upon  me  as  a 
Semnt,  and  who  was  Sentenced  to  be  confined 
•'  /   .  for 
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for  Hfe  in  the  Salpctriere. .  I  had.  interefted 
myfetf  in  befaalf  of  this  poor  girl  and  wifhcd 
te{erve  her,  and  if  poffible  to  obtain  her  liberty. 
— I  had  for  this  purpofe  endeavoured  to  gain 
for  her  the  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Tillet,  giving 
him  the  be&  character  of  her  that  I  poffibly 
could;  that  good  man  had  already  fpoken  to 
many  per(bn$  to  induce  them  to  ufe  their 
intereft  that  Angelica  might  obtain  her  par*- 
doa— the  name  of  this  girl  was  familiar  to  all 
Paris,  andetery  perfon  who  came  to  fee  me  ex- 
prefTed  a  defiie,  fince  her  Miftrds  would  not 
fce  feen  to  fee  the  fervant,  who  was  always  parti- 
cularly iatiere&ed,  and  afked  a  variety  of 
queftions  «ipe£ttng  me;  but  before  (he  was 
permitted  to  fee  company*— the  filters  inftrufted 
her  in  her  Jeffon,  particularly  enjoining  her 
jiot  to  repeat  a  fyllable  of  what  (he  had  heard 
pie  fay,  cither  rcfpe&ing  the  Queen  or  the  Car- 
dinal, Thus  cautioned*  this  poor  girl  could  fre- 
quently by  tears  alone,  exprefs  that  languid 
date  of  ficknefs  and  defpair  to  which  I  was  re- 
duced. 

As  foon  as  the  foldier  touched  her  with  an 
attempt  to  wake  her. — "  What  do  you  |pnt 
with  me  ?"  faid  Angelica.    <c  Is  not  your  name 

Angelica* 
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Angelica,  faid  he,  foftly;  arc  not  you  the 
perfon  who  waits  upon  Madam  dc  la  Motte  ?M 
"  Yes,"  replied  fhe— "  Very  well"— faid  he, 
"  I  heard  many  lords  and  ladies  yefterday  in 
the  Palais  Roy  ale  mention  your  name,  as  being 
the  perfon  who  is  fo  attentive  to  her  >  the^ 
have  fpoken  much  in  your  commendation — 
only  have  patience,  Mademoifelle  Angelica, 
and  you  will  be  fet  at  liberty  as  foon  as  pofliblc 
---in  the  mean  time,  tell  me,  Mademoifelle 
Angelica,  if  you  want  any  thing  that  I  can 
do  for  you. — Be  not  afraid  of  my  difcretion, 
this  inftant  put  it  tQ  the  proof,  and  convince 
yourfelf •  that  I  have  a  fincere  defire  to  oblige 
you. — I  always  carry  about  me  an  inkftand, 
paper,  &c.  all  of  which  I  will  furnifh  you 
with,  becaufe  I  know  that  you  have  not  per- 
miffion  to  write,  and  the  next  time  I  come,  I 
will  bring  you  many  things ;  here  is  alfo  a 
pen-knife ;  prepare  -  your  letters,  if  you  wi(h 
tt>  write  to  any  body,  I  will  with  pleafure  take 
charge  of  them." 

Angelica  thanked  him  for  his  kindnefs, 
but  frankly  confefled  that  fhc  could  neither 
read  nor  write. 

No 
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No  matter  for  that,  replied  he,  there  is 
your  miftrefs,  Madame  de  la  Motte,  I  would 
advife  you  to  get  her  to  "Arrite  for  you,  to  the 
different  ladies  who  come  here-^you  may 
very  eafily  learn  their  names,  and  beg  her  to 
recommend  you  to  their  goodnefs," 

Angelica  approved  of  this  advice,  accepted 
the  offer  of  the  foldier,  and  about  half  pa/i 
fiyp  next  morning,  when  the  dormitory  and 
cabins  were  open,  the  poor  girl  came  quite 
delighted  with  her  conqueft,  and  told  me  every 
jjjing  that  palled  between  her  and  the  foldier. 
.— *I  inftantly  conceived,  from  Angelica's 
recital,  this  was  fome  contrivance  for  my  ad- 
•  vantage,  and  that  the  foldier  was  fent  to  my 
reKef,  and  to  render  me«  fervice — I  indulged 
thefe  ideas,  but  took  particular  care  not  to 
cotpmunicate.  what  I  thought  to  Angelica; 
whom  I  applauded,  and  congratulated  on  her 
cpnqueft. 

Two  days  after  this,  >  about  three  in  the 
jnorning,  the  fame  foldier  touched  Angelica 
with  his  mufket,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before, 
apd  gave  her  fome  gilt  paper  for  a  pacl^p>  a 
Jargcbuncjle  of  quils,  a  bottle  of  ink,  and  a 

letter 


letter  for  herfelf :- — <c  fiut,  fays  Angelica 
bluntly,  I  told  you  before  that  I  can't  read." 
41  Madamde  la  Motte  will  read  it  to  you,  re- 
plied he,  don't  fay  any  thing  to  her  that  you 
have  told  me  you  can  neither  read  nor  write, 
for  whether  fhc  knows  this  or  not  fhewiU 
not  make  any  difficulty  in  writing  your  letters, 
and  will  alfo  have  the  goodnefs  to  read 
mine  to  you*' — this  fecond  time  he  took  charge 
of  two  letters  to  put,  in  the  poft  but  thefe 
were  in  themfelves  indiffereftt. 

The  next  day  Angelica  brought  me  her 
letters  to  read,  and  at  the  fame  time  informed 
me  that  this  young  man  (aid  he  would  coire' 
often,  and  even  take  fome  letters  for  oilier 
perfons  in  the  Salpetriere,  and  that  he  would 
eafily  be  induced  to  do  any  thing  to  ferve  her. 
I  then  proceeded  to  read  her  letter,  at  every 
line  of  which  I  was  ftruck  with  fuch  aftonkh- 
ment,  that  I  could  fcarce  believe  my  eyes-—this 
myfterious  letter  was  as  follows ; 

<c  AJfure  your/elf  Mademoifelle  Angelique  that 
*€  1  Jhall  be  extremely  b'appy  if  I  can  be  injtru- 
Wental   in  procuring   your  liberty.     Command 
me,  and  believe  that  IJhallfeize  every  opportunity 

i'  *f 
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of  being  ufeful  to  you — and  immediately  precede 
ing  the  lafl  line~AJmORTUNATE~-pia 
this  letter  before  the  light— 'TIS  UNDER- 
$TOOD~*beJiire  to  be  difcreet:9  / 


After  having  read  to  Angelica  fa  much.  o£ 
this  letter  as  immediately  regarded  hir,  I  macjc 
ufcof  fbme  pretext  to  fend  heir  to  the  donm* 
tory^and  fiiut  xnyfelf  mp  cloie,  telling  her 
that  I  wifhed  to  repofe  myfelf,  as  I  had  had 
very  little  flecp  in  the  night,  and  that  Iihould 
not  go  to  maft. — The  moment  I  Was  alone* 
which.  I  had  long  moil  impatiently  defired,  I 
put  tfab  letter  to  the  light,  and  writing  began 
to  appear,  »  if  by  the  power  of  magic;  at 
length  aliwa^  perfectly  vifible,  and  the  follow- 
ing words  aftonifhed  my  eyea: 


Tou  are  earnefily  exhorted  to  keep  up  your 
Jpirits,  and  to  take  proper  nou*iJhment>~~that 
*  you  may  have  fufficient  firength  U \  fupport  the 
"  f ***&**  tf  your  journey ^ — PEOPLE  are  twm 
u  intent  upon  changing  your  c<mdition.-~-&peak 
"  your  vnjhesy  and  mention  the  day  when  you  are 
u\mUing  to  depart,  that  a  pofi~cbaife  may  be 
u  prepared,  which  you  mil  find  at  the  corner  of 
£  the  King's  Gardens-be  difcreet,  9tisyour  intereft 

"  to 
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u  to  iejo. — Confide  implicitly  in  the  bearer \toitfc 
f  c  tut  entertaining  tbefmalkjljufpicitm"--- . 

Judge  of  my  aftoniftiment  on  peruial  of  this - 
myfterious  paper,  whofe  contents  had  chained 
down  my  attention,  and  engrafted  all  the  powers 
of  my  mind. — Totally  abforbed  and  loft  in 
thought,  I  conceived  that  all  was  a  delufion  of 
the  fenfes ;  my  eyes,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  certainly 
deceive  me — *tis  all  a  dream.— -I  read  the  paper 
again,  again,  and  again— furely  faid  I  to 
myfelf  I  am  awake,*  and  in  fober  certainty  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  fee. — But  who,  thought  I 
can  be  the  perfons  who  have  thus  interefted 
themfelves  fb  muclvin  my  misfortunes.— This- 
lingular  expreffion  It  is  underjlood—  ~was  never 
ufed  by  any  perlbn  but  myfelf,  the  Cardinal, 
and  the  Queen — perhaps  they  both,  repenting 
of  what  they  had  done,  afhamed  of  having  the 
weaknefs  to  fuffer  me  to  be  facrificed,  at  thfc 

moment  wi(h  to  give  me  liberty. A  thoii- 

fand"  conjeftures  entered  my  brain;  at  length 
then  I  (hall  procure  my  liberty;  my.bolbffi 
glowed  at  the  thought — this  letter  defirefc 
me  to  appoint  the  day  of  my  releafe,  and  to  Ht 
upon  the  day  of 'my  departure, — the  means  or 

my 
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my  efcape  are  alio  provided,  a  port  chaife  will 
attend  me. 

Thus  did  I  for  fome  moments— draw  comfort 
from  hope,  in  the  anticipation  of  future  felicity 
— but  fear  alio  had  an  influence  over  my 
thoughts,  and  fome  terrible  imaginations  fhot 
through  my  foul — how  if  they  mean  to  difpatch 
me — to  facrifice  me  to  their  future  fecurity.  I 
delivered  myfelf  up  to  the  moil  horrible  re* 
flexions  all  this  day,  and  the  following  night, 
{leepkfs  I  confulted  my  pillow.— I  firft  conceived 
theidea  of  writing  an  anfwer  to  this  letter,  and 
to  keep  myfelf  in  readinefs  againft  the  time  when 
the  foldier  fhould  return,  and  to  defire  An- 
gelica to  deliver  it  to  this  young  man,  as  her 
anfwer  to  the  obliging  letter  which  he  had 
written  to  her.  I '  refolved  upon  this,  and 
amufed  Angelica  with  reading  a  letter  calcu- 
lated for  the  occaiion,  and  the  credulous  girl 
was  almoft  out  of  her  fenfes  with  joy. 

The  anfwer  which  I  fent  was  to  the  follow- 
ing  purport :  v     ; 

"  I  cannot  at  this  moment  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  the  letter;  if  it  is  written  to  give 

me 
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me  confoktio$,  on  account  of  that  myftorioua  Veil 

which  envelopes  it,  and  totally  conceals  its  mean* 

ing  and  purport,  it  is  very  far  from  making  me 

tranquil ;  and  inftead  of  giving  me  Confolafion, 

makes  me  much  more  uneafy  thin  before— but 

perhaps  you  may  fuppofe  that  ,1  can  eifiljr  find 

means  to  efcape — no— I  fee  none ;  no  founda* 

tioa  upon  which  to  ground  a  ho£e  of   being 

able  to  gain  over  any  of  the  fifters*~-ifor^  your- 

felfin  readinefs* — tell  me,   I  entreat  you,   if  you 

are  really  fincere,  and  I  will  immediately- inert- 

tion  my  day,  and,  feeble  as  I  now  am,  thef.mOr 

ment  in  which  1  recover  my  liberty*  my  coUr 

rage  will  be  the  guarantee  of  my  ftrength ;  but  I  ' 

am  certain  that  neither  the  lifters  nqr  thepQrt$f^ 

whatever  rewards  might  be  offered,  would  son*. 

mve  at  my  efcape. 

About  eleven  in  the  evening,  the  feme  foldier 
came  again  and  gave  Angelica  many  letters*  and 
a  livre  for  herfclf,  which  Ihe  would  not  acceptr; 
he  remained  a  fhort  time  with  her,  and  fhe  gave 
him  my  letter,  to  be  fent  by  the  [poft.  The 
two  letters  which  he  brought  me,  .  gave  me 
much  information  concerning  what  hadpafled  ; 
that  which  was  faid  in  this  had  engaged  me  to 
%  wait 
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write  to  all- my  friends,  without  trailing  them 
with  the  fecret.  The  writing  of  this  letter  ap- 
peared difguifed,  but  the  ftile  was  ejca&ly  the 
fame  as  the  firft. 

"PEOPLE  have  refleSied — endeavor  to  pro- 
cure the  model  of  the  key  that  will  open  eajily  that 
fide  where  you  wtjh  to  go  out — do  for  thebejl^  and 
compofe  your/elf" . 

A  model,  faid  I  to  myfelf  5  this  fecond  letter 
confirms  me  in  my  opinion,  that  they  wi/h  to 
infpire  me  with  courage,  and  I  will  make  the 
attempt.  Refolved  upon  the  experiment,  I  af- 
fociated  my  fervant  in  my  confidence,  and  re- 
doubled, from  this  moment,  my  promifes  that 
fhe  fhould  obtain  her  liberty.  Every  time  any 
of  the  lifters  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  I  earneftly 
fixed  my  eyes  on  the  key,  which  they  held  in 
their  hands  *  but  at  the  fame  time,  faid  to  my- 
felf,  how  fhall  I  procure  a  model  P-^'tis  certainly 
impracticable,  as  they  ccfciftantly  take  away  their 
keys  ;  how  fhall  I  be  able  to  effeft  my  purpofe  ? 
it  will  be  impoffible.  I  was  perplexed  in  the 
extreme,  I  thought  I  fhould  die  in  this  hof  rid 
houfe,and  my  fecret s  be  buried  witti  riie.  Alas  I 
unfortunate  as  I  am,  exclaimed  I,  with  all  the 
Vol-  L  O  agitation 
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agitation  of  defpondency,  here  I  muft  ftay  and 
dip — here  I  muft  reft  forever — in  a  few  days 
I  fhall  be  worfe  than  I  am  now — which  would 
not  have  been  the  cafe,  perhaps,  if  I  had  not  re- 
ceived thefe  perplexing  letters.  The  agitation 
of  my  mind,  the  depreffion  of  my  fpirits,  added 
to  the  horrors  of  captivity,  materially  injured 
my  health, , 

I  kept  my  bed  for  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  agi- 
tated Jby  the  alternate  whifpors  of  hope  and  fear. 
Alas !  fighedJ  tomyfelf,  if  thefe  be  the  fervkes 
which  they  purpofe  to  render  me,  will  they  not 
avail  but  little.  X>h  no  J  I  fee  all  will  terminate 
in  finifhing  my  days  in  this  miferable  dungeon* 
my  refle&ion  encreafed  my  weaknefs,  and  every 
nerve  vibrated  in  pain.  My  diiprder  became 
lerioufly  alarming — poor  Angelica  was  quite 
difconfol^te,  and  the  fitters  feared  that  I  fhould 
die  in  tlie  nervous  fever  which  had  reduced  me 
ib  low  3  the  confeffor,  the  phyficians,  governefs, 
all  were  at  my  door,  and  when  they  found  me  a 
little  calm,  they  eflayed  to  comfort  me„ 

During  this  ftate  of  indifpofition  Angelica 
frequently  faw  the  foldier,  who  informed  her  it 
was  generally  believed  that  I  was  really  dead, 

but 
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but  that  the  lifters  and  the  fupefiof  wirtied  to 
conceal  it — this,  added  he,  was  the  current  re- 
port of  the  day.  Angelica  convinced  him  of  this 
miftake,  gave  him  a  faithful  account  of  every 
thing  that  patted,  and  informed  him  that  I  was 
mudf  bettor. 

Abottt  the  twenty-ninth  or  thirtieth,  I  reviv- 
ed a  great  quantity  of  keys,  and  a  mafter  key, 
but  none  bearing  the  flighteft  re&mblance  to 
the  form  of  that  with  which  I  was  locked  upj 
they  were  returned.  One  night,  when  I  was  a 
little  more  compofed,  a  fudden  idea  (truck  me  of 
the  form  of  that  key  which  I  faw  in  the  hands  of 
the  lifters,  I  inftantly  laid  down  my  lamp  *\yi* 
upon  a  book  which  I  put  upon  my  bed,  arid  at* 
tempted  to  defign  this  key  with  my  pencil,  al- 
though I  had  never  in  my  life  learnt  to  draw. 

I  laboured  almoft  for  the  fpace  of  two  months 
in  the  attempt,  and  at  length  fucceeded  in  mak* 
ing  two  defigns ;  one  fmall,  and  the  other  a 
large  one,  in  which  I  thought  I  had  fortunately 
delineated  the  wards  of  the  key;  during  this  fpace 
and  as  foon  as  the  fitters  were  gone,  I  refumed 
.my  efforts  to  complete  my  defign,  which  the 
moment  I  perceived  to  be  perfect,  I  endofed  in  a 

Oa.  letter 
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letter,  which  I  gave  to  Angelica  to  convey  to  the 
foldier,  who,  about  a  fortnight  after,  brought  a 
key,  made  exactly  after  the  paper  model/  and 
of  which  the  following  is  a  juft  reprefentation. 


As  fbonas  I  received  this  precious  key,  I  leaped 
with  tranfport  from  my  bed,  throwing  my  arms 
round  Angelica's  neck  and  embracing  her,  at 
the  fame  time  killing  the  irtftrumetrt  of  de- 
liverance, the  key  which  (he  had  brought  me.  f 
exclaimed  with  rapture,  Oh  yes  !  Angelica,  it 
will  fucceed  f 

1  had  the  patience  to  wait  two  whole  days, 
without  Sufficient  refblution  to  make  tlie  experi- 
ment 5  but  on  Sunday,  between  fix  and  feven  in 
the  morning,  'when  Angelica  and  myfelf  were 
together  in  the  gallery,  the  opportunity  feeming 
favourable,  with  a  trembling  hand  and  palpitat- 
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ing  heart,  I  applied  the  key  to  the  lock;  when, 
gracious  heaven!  what  was  my  furprife  and 
joy,  at  finding  the  door  open.  I  fcarce  knew 
how  to  reftrain  that  extacy  which  almoft  depri- 
med  me  of  my  fenfes  $  I  yet  had,  however,  fuffi- 
cient  prefence  of  mind  to  (hut  the  door  again, 
which  I  found  would  eafily  open  at  pleafure. 

Tranfported  at  this  difcovery,  I  again  threw 
my  arms  round  Angelica's  neck,  and  embraced 
her  y  we  both  attempted  as  much  as  poflible  to 
conceal  our  emotions,  and  proceeded  to  try  whe- 
ther this  fame  key  would  open  the  three  other 
doors.  .In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  I  pul- 
led off  my  (hoes,  and  crept  foftly  along  to  open 
the  fecond  door,  which  aifo,  to  my  great  joy 
was  obfequious  to  my  touch.  I  (hut  it  again, 
afcended  the  fteps  foftly  by  three  at  a  time,  all 
in  a  tremble  for  fear  of  difcovery,  found,  as  I 
wifhed,  all  was  faft,  and  every  thing  quiet. 
I  then  attempted  to  open  the  other  fide  of  the 
gallery,  near  the  fecond  dormitory,  with  won- 
derful facility,  and  with  as  little  trouble  as  I  had 
opened  the  others, 

Finding  every  thing  fucceed  fo  well  to  my 
wifh,  I  retired  to  fn}  little  chapel,  and  in  the 

O  3  effufions 
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effufipns  of  gratitude,-  proftrated  rnyfelf  before 
the  crucifix  which  flood  at  the  head  of  my  bed, 
and  thanked  it  with  all  my  foul— kiffed  fervently 
the  hands  and  feet,  and  put  up  another  prayer,  • 
earneftly  entreating  that  God  would  vouchfafe 
to  grant  me  fufficient  ftrtngth  and  refolution  to 
accomplifh#my  purpofe. 

About  fix  the  next  day  I  went  to  the  raafs, 
and  from  this  day  I  never  failed  to  go  thither— 
1  now  prepared  a  letter  for  Angelica  to  give  the 
foldie/%  announcing  my  fuccefs,  and  expreffing 
my  acknowledgements.  A  few  days  after  he 
returned  with  another  letter.  Angelica  gave 
him  mine,  which  was  all  he  required.  I  had 
promifed  this  poor  girl  to  procure  her  liberty  j 
fhe  earneftly  wilhed  that  I  would  fufFer  her  to 
remain  with  me  till  I  (hould  efcape  rnyfelf,  hut 
her  fimplicity,  and  her  being  fo  eafily  known, 
rendered  her  very  ill  adapted  for  my  defigns ;  t 
therefore  determined  not  to  make  her  the  com- 
panion of  my  future  fortune;  obferving,  at  the 
fame  tinw>  that  if  I  could  fucceed  in  procuring 
her  liberty>  fhe  might  go  back  to  her  family  or 
remain  in  fervice  at  Paris — In  order  to  effeffc 
my  purpofe  in  gaining  her  pardon,  I  made  frefh 
applications  to  Mr.  Tilled  who  had  himfelf 

great 
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great  hopes  of  procuring  her  liberty,  and  even 
at  this  time  many  people  at  Pari&  had  received 
letters  from  me,  expreffing  to  all  thofe  ladies  of 
my  acquaintancewhom  I  thought  hadafufficient 
(hare  of  fenfibility,  the  Angular  misfortunes  of 
this  poor  girl,  at  the  fame  time  ftrongly  recom- 
mending her  to  their  notice  and  regard ;  befides 
thefe  letters,  I  paffed  many  of  thofe  hours  in  the 
night,  which  fhould  otherwife  have  been  devoted 
to  reft,  in  writing  three  memoirs,  each  Contain- 
ing  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  one  pages-* 
and  ferved  her  in  the  capacity  of  an  advocate 
with  every  one,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  did  ncft 
fay  one  fyllable  refpe&ing  myfelf,  expreffing 
only  the  good  difpofition  and  fenfibility  of 
Angelica. 

Thefe  three  memoirs  were  all  fent  away,  one 
to  the  military  coffee-houfe,  in  the  rue  de  St. 
Honore,  another  to  a  houfe  near  the  Palais  Royal, 
and  the  third  to  the  Baronefs  du  Bourg. — I 
paffed  almoft  feventeen  nights  in  preparing  thefe 
memoirs,  not  lying  down  to  reft  till  half  paft 
five  when  the  doo*s  were  opened. — As  M.  Tillet 
ufed  frequently  to  vifit  me,  I  enquired  if  he  yet 
entertained  any  hopes  of  gaining  Angelica's 
pardon  ?  he  replied,  before  the  fitters  and  the 

Superior 


Superior,  that  he  had  no  hopes  ;r~ that  M.  d* 
M  iromeuil,  keeper  of  the  fejds,  had  refufed  every 
one  who  had  made  the  requeft,  a?  well  as  M.  de 
Bretueil,  who  prohibited  me  from  lpeaHing  of 
this  poor  girl, 

Anticipating  the  (hock  Angelica  would  rer 
ceive  from  this  bad  news,  I  remonftrated  with 
M.  Tillet.— Nothing  at  all  can  be  done  for  her, 
added  he,  peremptorily .-~-M-  de  Miromeuil  fays 
that  the  Ring  will  pofitively  hear  nothing  rela- 
tive to  this  houfe  of  the  Salpetriere.— I  men-r 
tioned  thefe  circumftances  to  Marianne,  who, 
notwithftanding  my  exprefs  prohibition  com- 
piunicated  it  to  Angelica,  and  the  poor  girl 
was  quite  in  defpair  $  at  the  fame  tinje  moft  qf 
the  prifoners,  who  wsre  before  jealous  of  her 
expe&ations,  were  more  delighted  with  her  dif. 
appointments— I  endeavoured  as  much  as  pofli- 
ble  to  compofe  her  by  perfuading  her  that  fhe 
would  yet  recover  her  liberty  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  alluring  her  that  I  would  not  depart  myr 
fclf,  without  accomplifhing  my  purppfe. — I 
made  this  promife  with  a  degree  of  confidence, 
conceiving  that  thofe  who  had  power  to  liberate 
rae,  would  alfq  at  my  requeft,  releafe  Angelic^. 
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I  ruminated  much  upon  the  myfterious  pe- 
culiarities of  my  prefent  fituation,  pondered 
deeply  in  my  mind  who  this  perfon  could  be 
that  had  thus  befriended  me.  Can  it  be  the 
Queen  ? — if  fo,  fhe  has  only  to  give  orders,  and 
all  will  be  right. — Can  it  be  the  Cardinal  ?  M. 
de  Miromeuil  I  know  to  be  the  particular  friend 
both  of  himfelf  ,and  his  family  5  but  furely  it 
cannot  be  the  Cardinal. — I  conceived  that  it 
muft  certainly  be  no  other  than  the  Queen — 
with  this  conje&ure  all  difficulties  were  removed, 
and  the  myftery  began  to  vanifli. — In  the  courfe 
of  the  month  of  March  I  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  be  conveyed  as  before  to  the  foldier. 

M  The  poor  creature  who  has  taken  fo  much  care 
fC  of  me \  without  whofe  attentions  1  jhould probably 
"  have  died,  deferves  your  notice^  and  I  wijh  to 
"  tefify  my  acknowledgments  by  being  in/lru- 
u  mental  in  rejloring  her  to  liberty. — I  dare  not  rijk 
"  the  humrd  of  officiating  her  with  myfelf  asjke  is 
"  too  well  known*  and  is  not  fujjiciently  intelligent, 
"  though  well  enough  for  an  uneducated  peafant. — ■ 
"  It  is  not  therefore  in  my  power  to  fix  upon  any  day 
"  fa  my  departure*  becaufe  there  is  nothing  deicr- 
fc  mined  for  this  poor  girl*  whom  I  Jhould  be  very 
*€  apprehenfiye  of  leaving  behind  me*  though  fix 

"  might 
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C€  might  not  be  abufed  by  the  rejl  of  thefflers,  but 
"  ffter  Martha  the  Superior \  would  probably fend her 
"  to  the  dungeons  of  the  Bicetre,  for  not  having 
"  given  them  intelligence. — Vouchfafe  to  have  com- 
"  Paffion  °n  her,  and  as  foon  as  Jhe  is  gone  y  I  will 
<c  give  my  day'* 

About  a  fortnight  after  I  fent  this  letter,  M. 
Tillet  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and  gave  me  infor- 
mation that  the  King  had  been  brought  to  fign 
a  pardon  for  Angelica  ;  he  then  communicated 
to  me  the  letter  which  M.  de  Miromeuil  had 
fent  to  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  who  alfo  wrote  to 
Mr.  Tillet,  announcing  that  the  perfoahe  pro- 
tedted  had  found  favor,  and  affuring  hint  that 
the  pgrdbn  was  figned.  M.  de  Bfeteuil  defired 
him  to  fhow  this  pardon  to  His  child,  meaning 
me,  to  perfuade  me  of  the  truth,  and  to  induce 
me  to  compofe  myfelf . 

Poor  Angelica  felt  equal  joy  at  this  intelli- 
gence, as  I  did  when  I  was  in  poffeffion  of  my 
Jcey,  and  found  that  it  would  fiicceed  to  my 
wifh;  her  emotions  were  fo  ftrong,  that  in 
learning  her  good  fortune  from  Mr.  Tillet,  fhe 
leaped  upon  his  neck  and  fjew  into  the  arms  of 
the  Governefs,  and  embraced  «them,  while  the 

change 


change  of  her  countenance  expreffed  her  emo- 
tion. This  revolution  had  fo  great  an  effeft 
upon  her,  thgt  (he  remained  for  a  long  time  fo 
delighted,  it  was  feared  her  extacy  would  materi- 
ally affeft  her  health — fhe  had  abfolutely  loft 
what  little  underftanding  fhe  then  poflefled,  as 
in  fpeaking  fhe  could  not  articulate  four  words 
without  difcovering  her  inability,  arifing  from 
an  excefs  of  joy.  She  left  the  Salpetriere  the 
firft  of  May  following,  as  foon  as  her  pardon 
was  recognized  and  legally  authenticated  in  the 
regifter  of  Parliament  and  the  Hofpital.  It 
xnuft  be"  obferved  that  this  unfortunate  creature 
was  confined  to  this  prifon  from  the  age  of 
fixteen,  and  fhe  was  thirty-four  when  fhe  -ac- 
quired her  liberty ;  fhe  had  been  feven  times 
ftruck  out  from  the  books  where  fhe  had  been 
placed  by  thofe  who  wifhed  to  gain  her  pardon. 

All  the  nobility  in  Paris  were  interefted  in 
her  fituation,  and  every  body  who  interfered  in 
her  favour  had  been  refufed  until  the  time  when 
I  undertook  her  caufe,  Mr.  Tillet  and  a  thous- 
and others  have  feen  her  name  marked  in  the 
regifter — this  poor  Angelica  knew  very  well 
before  my  entrance  into  this  prifon,  that  fhe 
owed  this  good  turn  to  fome  perfon  from  the 

fame 
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fame  neighbourhood  who  had  given  her  a  very 
bad  chara&er  to  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  entreat- 
ing that  fhe  might  not  have  her  liberty,  on  ac- 
count of  the  young  people  of  the  parifh.  She 
was  accufed  of  having  intended  to  deftroy  her 
child,  but  this  charge  which  had  no  other  fup- 
port  than  that  of  malice  and  falfe  teftimony, 

was  the  caufe  of  all  her  misfortunes her 

child  was  then  alive,  and  this  girl  was  of  a  very 
good  difpofition  and  incapable  of  perpetrating  a 
crime  fo  horrid  as  that  which  they  had  thought 
proper  to  charge  her  with.  This  poor  girl  de- 
parted about  eight  or  ten  days  after  (he  had  re- 
covered her  liberty,  for  her  own  country,  to  fee 
her  mother  and  daughter,  whom  (he  had  not. 
feen  during  the  long  period  in  which  (he  was 
dead  to  the  world.  The  principal  people  of  towa 
had  determined  to  fend  her  back  to  prifon,  be- 
lieving that  (he  had  made  her  efcape  from  the 
Salpetriere,  but  fhe  was  amply  compenfated  for 
her  long  confinement,  for  the  malignity  of  her 
accufers,  by  the  pleafure  of  embracing  her  child, 
to  which  her  fufferings  had  yet  more  endeared 
her.  I  was  myfelf  fo  ftrongly  impreffed  with 
the  pleafure  I  fliould  communicate  to  hef,  and 
felt  thofe  pleafing  fenfations  ever  attendant  on 
benevolence,  on  being  able  to  procure  the  li- 
berty 
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berty  of  this  unfortunate,  that  I  almoft  negle&ed 
to  proceed  in  my  own'myfterious  correfpon- 
dence.  , 

I  refie&ed  within  myfelf,  that  if  I  fhould  ran 
the  hazard  of  going  out  in  the  drefs  of  the  Sal- 
petricre,  I  ihould  be  eafily  difcovexed,  {hould 
be  met  by.  any  of  the  fitters.  I  conceived  alfo 
that  a  male  habit  would  he  much  more  favour- 
able for  my  efcape. 

I  communicated  this  to  my  unknown  corres- 
pondent, defiring  to  be  in  a  male,habit,  to  which 
the  foldier  brought  the  following  anfwer : 

"  Give  me  your  meafure,  and  as  foon  as  every 
€f  thing  is  ready,  write  and  explain  wbut you  wijbJ* 
To  whick  I  anfwered  to  the  following  purport. 

€<  J  wijh  to  have  a  large  blue  coat,  a  flannel 
c<  waijlcoaty  black  breeches ,  a  pair  of  half  boots,  a 
"  round  high  crowned  bat,  to  make  me  appear 
f '  taller,  afwitcb,  and  a  pair  of  leather  gloves"  . 

All  thefe  the  guard  brought  me  about  ten 
or  twelve  days  after,  and  thefe  he  conveyed 
in    the    following   manner:    he  carried    the 

great 


(    *o6'   ) 

great  coat'  under  his  cloak,  the  waifteoat  irf  his 
pocket,  and  the:  fwitch  in  his  fufee,  and  about 
two  nights  after  he  brought  the  half  boots;  and 
a  man's  fliirt.  Thus  furnifhed  with  wings  for 
my  flight,  I  was  wholly  intent  on  my  game,  and 
what  is  not  a  little  fmgular,  without  the  leaffc 
fear  of  being  able  to  effeft  my  efeape,  not  one 
fhadow  of  doubt  prefented  itfelf  to  my  imagina- 
tion— nothing  gave  me  the  leaft  uneafincfs,  I 
felt  myfelf  quite  confident  of  fuccefs,  and  I 
found  myfelf  much  happier  than  I  had  been  for 
a  long  time.  I  reflefted  that  I  was  then  under 
the  immediate  proteftion  of  the  Queen,  becaufe  I 
could  not  then  fuffer  myfelf  to  entertain  a  doubt 
but  that  it  was  no  other  than  the  Queen  her- 
felf  wlio  thus  interefted  herfelfin  my  behalf; 
full  of  the  idea  that  fhe  felt  and  pitied  thofe  mi- 
feries  which  I  fo  long  had  fuffered,  and  which 
fhe  now  wifhedto  relieve,  it  was  (he  herfelf  who 
wifhed  now  to  compenfate  in  fome  meafure  the 
injuries  I  had  fuftained  on  her  account  $  it  was 
fhe  who  had  already  given,  it  was  flie  who 
would  now  give  all  the  afliftance  I  wifhed.  Cer- 
tified by  thefe  ideas,  animated,  infpired  by  thefe 
hopes,  all  my  difficulties  began  to  vanifh,  and 
xny  bofom  glowed  with  all  that  fortitude  which 
the  peculiarity  of  my  fituation  fo  energetically 
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infpired;  but  thefe  pleafing  fenfations  were  too* 
delightful  td  be  of  long  duration. 

Angelica  was  fcarcely  gone,  when  for  the 
firft  time,  an  idea  of  apprehenfion  came  acrofs 
my  mind,  and  led  me  to  ibfpeft  the  fincerity  of 
my  Unknown  correfpondent.  M*  Xillet  had 
frequently  told  me  that  I  fhould  be  fent  to  a 
convent  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks;  at  this  infor- 
mation I  could  not  in  his  prcfence  conceal  my 
anxiety,  I  could  not  help  appearing  to  be  dif- 
quieted;  I  was  apprehenfive  I  had  faid  too  much, 
and  perhaps  thought  I  they  will  eventually  fuf- 
peft  me,  particularly  as  they  muft  obferve 
fuch  a  difference,  and  muft  have  taken  notice 
that  lam  more  lively,  and  my  health  -fo  much 
better  s  perhaps  too  this  girl  Angelica  might  be- 
tray me— -infhort,  allthefe  ideas  determined  me 
to  haften  my  departure.  In  the  mean  time  the 
foldier  always  remained  upon  the  fame  poft, 
and  Marianne  fupplied  the  place  of  Angelica. 

Surely  faid  I  to  myfelf  this  cannot  be  a  plot 
concerted  to  lull  me  to  fecurity,  that  I  may 
afterwards  be  more  eafily  difpatched.  Certainly 
this  cannot  be  fo,  they  really  wifh  to  render  mc 
fcrvice,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  it,  fmce  I  have 
Z  the 
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the  key  and  the  proper  drefs — but  whither  will 
this  poft-chaife  conduft  me?  probably. to  fome 
Convent,  and  does  (lie  fuppofe  that  I  can  ever  be 
happy  there  ? — The  perfon  who  thus  wifties  to 
relieve  me  can  never  be  the  Cardinal — tis  im- 
poflible  to  fuppofe  it— it  is  then  indifputably 
tly  Queen  herfelf  who  thus  a£ls  through  the 
agency  of  the  Baron  de  Bretuiel,  who  formerly 

appeared  fo  much  interefted  in  my  behalf 

— yet  I  will  never  confent  to  go  to  a  convent, 
but  to  fome  place  where  I  can  be  free,  where  I 
may  be  at  liberty. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  my  mind,  agitated 
by  hope  and  fear,  toffed  by  various  conje&ures, 
when  I  received  the  following  laconic  note. 

€*  At  length  your  favoured  Angelica  is  at 
€€  liberty;  only  mention  the  day  when  you  will  be 

"  fo  toor 

On  the  receipt  of  this  billet,  I  lent  word 
that  I  was  at  prefent  very  miserable,  and  had  a 
very  dangerous  fever,  in  which  fituation  I  could 
attempt  nothing,  but  that  as  foon  as  I  found 
myfelf  better,  I  would  communicate  the  intelli- 
gence. 

About 
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About  the  end  of  the  week  I  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  by  a  vifit  from  M.  de  Crome,'  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Police,  who  had  bufinefs  at  thte 
hofpital ;  fcarce  had  that  gentleman  entered  the 
apartment  of  Madam  Vi6ioire,  •  than  he  made 
many  enquiries  about  me ;  he  faid  he  -wiflied 
much  to  be  admitted  to  fee  and  fpeak  to  me  ; 
he  ftaid  to  dine,  and  after'dinner  refumed  the . 
converfation,  beggins*  lifter  Martha  not  to  for- 
get what  he  had  told  het  to  afk  me,  if  I  would 
permit  him  to  vifit  me.  Sifter  Martha  then 
came  to  me,  and  told  me,  word  for  word,  what 
M.  de  Crome  had  faid,  afking  me  if  I  would 
confent  to  fee  him  ?  "  Moft  certainly/' replied 
I,  "he  was  very  polite  to  me  when  I  was  in 
the  Baftik ;  tell  him  I  fliall  not  foon  forget  his 
civilities,  and  (hall  be  happy  to  fee. him." 

It  was  about  fix  in  the  afternoon  when  the 
fitters  conducted  me  to  fifter  Martha's  apart- 
ment, where  M.  de  Crome  was,  with  M.  Mar- 
tin, the  Secretary,  and  another  perfon,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  a  ftranger/  M.  de  Crome  at  firft 
did  ribt  know  me,  and  he  looked  back  to  fee  if 
I  was  coming ;  when  he  faw  me,  he  appeared 
much  furprifed  and  affe£led,  to  find  me  fo  much 
reduced,  fo  greatly  altered  for  the  worfe,-  and 
Vol.  II.  P  the 
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thefenfibility  of  this  gentleman  affe&ed  ffiealfaj 
I  read  in  his  face  as  in  a  mirror,  how  different  I 
then  was  from  what  I  had  been  when  he  for*- 
irterly  knew  me.  Affli&ion  had  worn  me  down 
almost  to  a  fkoleton  j  my  eyes  languid  and  inani- 
mate, $nd  I  was  as  it  were  bat  the  fleeting  fha- 
dow  of  what  I  once  had  been7  in  the  days  of  my 
profperity . ,  I  flood*  for  fome  moments  in  a  ftate 
of  flupidity,  unable  to  articulate  a  fingle  fylla- 
ble-j  at  length,  awaking  from  my  reverie,  I  falu- 
ted  him,  and  we  remained  for  fome  minutes 
9  filent,  after  which  this  amiable  man  kindly  en- 
/quired  if  I  wanted  any  thing,  adding  that  he 
would  give  orders. — 

■  Pleated  as  I  was  at  feeing  him,  I. quite  loft: 
myfelf ,  and  forgetting  every  confideration  which 
fhould  have  reftrained  mef  I  was  not  miftreffr  of 
rrty  tongue,  and  drawing  near  to  him,  repeated,. 
_"  Oh !  fir,  I  want  any  thing  ?"  it  i$  too  much, 
.to  bear— that  I  fhould  be  thug  confined.  M* 
Martin  left  his  feat  and  quitted  the  company  > 
I  know  not  what  I  was  going  to*  fay  to  him  j. 
in  extreme  agitation,  I  went  towards  M.  cbe 
Crome,  whofe  fenfibility  was  too  much  affefted 
to  fufFer  me  to  recite  the  melancholy  catalogue 
cf  my  woes,  which  I  was  entering  into  with  a&l 

the 
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the  enet-gy  which  gtffeSF'  mfpired-^my  language 
Was  perhaps  ihore  afFe&ing  from  being  inter- 
rupted by  tear s-*-yet  it  was  faffiiiently  intelli- 
gible, and  fenfibly  affe&ed  this  refpe&able  M  de 
Crome.  All  tke  ctowns  in  the  uftiVetfe  would 
afford  rne  rto  confolation,  firice  hothing  could 
Wafh  Away  the  ftain  of  my  difgface.  I  am  dif- 
gracedj  am  difhonoured,  faid  I,  fill  tlfe  plea* 
fures  of  this  world  to  itie  are  nothing.  What 
is  pleafiire' without  an  appetite  td  enjoy  it  ?  I 
have  loft  my  deputation,  I  have  beeti  moft  un- 
juftly  difgraced  and  fhall  always  lofe  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  fortune,  in  the  overwhelming  tnfetnorjf 
of  my  difhonour  " 

I  could  not  help  thinking  that  M.  de  Crome 
Was  fent  thither  exprefsly  to  fee  me  ;  fuch  oblig- 
ing offers  as  he  had  made;  from  a  Lieutenant  of 
the  Police,  who  from  his  fituation  would  not 
compromife  without  fufficient  authority,  and 
particularly,  had  I  been  guilty,  he  would  have 
been  cautious  how  he  came  perfoftally,  upon 
fuch  an  errand  of  benevolence  as  to  endeayouf 
to  accommodate  mej — but  he  could  nothavedone 
equal  fervide  without  abfolutely  appearing  him- 
felf,  and  particularly  !n  the  capacity  of  a  Lieute- 
nant of  the  Police. 

•"    P  2  The 
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The  more  I  refle&ed  upon  this  vifit  of  M.  d« 
Crome,  the  more  I  began  to  be  fufpicious,  the 
more  I  began  to  fee  that  they  were  fearful  I 
fhould  fay  too  much,  and  *  that  it  was  judged 
expedient  rather  to  endeavour  to  foothe  than 
drive  me  to  extremities  -,  for  if  I  had  really  any 
ill  will,  any  grudge  towards  the  Queen,  (aid  I  to 
myfelf,  •neither  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  aor  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Police,  would  take  the  pains 
to  favor  me  with  the  ilighteft  attention ;  for  the 
Queen,   without  doubt,  would  be  outrageous 
againft  me,  to  have  been  thus  brought  forward 
before- the  public — it  is  on  her  account  then  that 
I  receive  thefe  attentions,  otherwife  they  would 
never  hazard  her  difpleafure,  in  a  matter  where 
they  could  gain  no  advantage;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  now  both  wifli  to  pay  their  court  to 
the  queen. — It  is  this  which  influences  their 
conduft;  it  is  known  that  I  have  ferved  her  to  . 
the  utmoft  of  my  power,  and  it  is  for  thefe  rea- 
fons  that  fhe  wifhes  to  footh  me  under  my  mif-  .. 
fortunes.   It  is  not  me,  however,  that  they  wifh 
to'ferve,  but  their  Sovereign  ;  they  are  fearful 
that  if  they  reduce  me  to  a  ftate  of  defperation, 
I  (hall    complain  of  the  hardfhips    and    in- 
dignities I  have  iuffered,  and  explain  the  true 
caufe  of  my  calamities.     The  filters  too  have  not 

'  failed 
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failed  to  repeat  every  thing  I  have  faid ;  it  is 
their  wifh  to  place  me  in  a  convent,  and  Sifter 
Martha  has  herfelf  told  me,  that  they  were  fearful 
of  my  making  any  confidents  in  the  convent 

where  I  was — that  I  muft  not  name but 

is  there  then  any  danger  lurking  under  this 
latent  kindnefs,  which  I  do  not  fufpeft  $  under 
this  myftery,  this  hope  of  liberty,  is  there  not 
a  dagger  ? — is  there  not  poifon  ?— they  wifh  to 
be  fecure,  and  will  they  not  take  my  life  ?--- 
Thefe  were  the  bufy  fears  which  pafled  within 
my  bofom,  .but  which  Lkept  concealed,  thinking 
it  more  prudent  to  take  what  was  offered  me,  ^nd  # 
not  appear  fufpicious. 

The  Monday  after  this  vifit,  I  faw  M;  Tillet, 
who,  I  thought  appeared  unufually  referved, 
which  I  attributed  to  the  •  rcfufal  which  he 
conceived  I  had  given  him,  which  indeed  Sifter 
Martha  was  the  realcaufe  of.  Mrf  Tillet  had  re- 
quefted  me  to  write  the  whole  affair  between  the 
Cardinal  and  the  Queen,  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  conclufion,  for  executing  wHich 
purpofe,  he  h^d  ordered  them  to  give  me  all  the 
neceffary  apparatus,  and  quitted  me,  telling  me, 
that  he  fhould  not  call  again  for  three  weeks, 
in  order  that  I  might  not  be  interrupted  in  the 
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completion' of  ntydefigtt.  Sifter  Martha  however, 
not  only  refufed  me' pen,  ink,  and  paper,  but 
treated  M.  Tijlet,  a£  his  return,  very  roughly, 
Xhis  woman  had  the  aflurance  to  deny  me,  that 
fke  might  oblige  the  Cardinal's  friends,  who 
were  in  a  cohftant  panic,  left  the- public  fhould 
be  undeceived,  by  finding  that  he  had  been  inti-r 
mate  with  the  Queer*,  and  that  I  had  been 
facriftccd  by  both.     '  • 

.  Three  weeks  after  this  I  took  my  final  refolu- 
tion,  though  I  was  not  V  little  perplexed  in  ap-^ 
.pointing  my  day,  which  however  I  at  length  re- 
folved  upon. — I  firfl  confidered  the  means  of 
removing  from  my  watch  all  caufe  of  fufpicion  j 
the  laft  billet  told  me  it  would  be  fufficient  to 
give  the  day  and  the  hour,  and  it  was  then 
agreed  between  us,  that  tha  foldier  fhould  be 
removed  from  this  houfe  about  ten  or  twelve 
days  before  my  departure ;  he  had  been  tokj 
fix  weeks  before  he  withdraw  himfelf,  but  re* 
*  mained  three  weeks  longer,  under  the  pretext  of 
its  being  agreeable  to  his  orders.  I  fixed  with 
my  unknown  gorrefponfient  for  the, eighth  of 
June,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  or  at  fix  in  the 
evening ;  the  arrangements  pre-concerted  between 
Vis  were  as  follow ;  That  the  guard  fhould  dif- 
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guife  himfelf  like  a  waggoner,  and  with  a  whip 
in  his  hand,  walk  round  the  King's  Garden^  for 
the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days.  I  took  a  firm 
resolution,  however,  to  go  out  on  this  day  albne,- 
which  was  the  fifth,  as  my  healfh  was  confi- 
derably  better  than  it  had  been  for  a  long  time. 
1  had  not  taken  any  nourifhment,  properly 
(peaking,  for  three  days,  and  kept  my  bed  5  I 
could  get  no  fleep,  became  extremely  faint,  and 
very  much  altered  in  my  complexion.  M. 
Tillet  came7  the  Monday  afternoon,  with  Sifter 
Martha,  and  the  other /ifters,  into  my  chamber ; 
they  found  me  in  bed.  M.  Tillet  felt  my 
pulfe,  and  found  me  fo  feeble,  that  he  ordered 
Sifter  Martha  to  fend  for  the  phy  fician,  who  came 
a  moment  after :  he  found  me  in  the  fame  con- 
dition, ordered  me  fome  medicines,  and  1  judged 
from  the  behaviour  of  thofe  about  me,  that  they 
did  not  think  I  fti&uld  live  many  days  longer. 

The  good  Monfieur  Tillet,  endeavoured 
to  comfort  me.  **  Come,  chear  up,  my  dear 
child,  take  courage,  you  muft.  recruit  your 
/trength,  and  not  die  here;  you  will  not  have 
above  three  weeks  longer  to  remain  in  this  houfc* 
that  I  can  allure  you  ;  there  is  a  dutchefs,  an 
Englifh  lady,  very  intimate  with  the  Queen, 
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who  greatcly  interefts  herfelf  in  your  misfor- 
tunes j— therefore,  refume  your  courage,  and  if 
you  are  better  to-morrow,  and  avail  yourfelf  of 
your  good  underftanding,  I  promife  to  come  and 
fee  you  either  Wednefday  orThurfday.  Madam 
the  governefs  will  give  me  this  intelligence."— 
This  dear  father  then  embraced  me  tenderly, 
and  reluftantly  departed  j  he  kerned  as  if  he  was 
taking  his  laft  tender  farewell,  perfuaded  as  he 
was  that  he  fhould  fee  me  no  more,  that  I  fhould 
die  in  the  courfe  of  the  week,  and  a  fiiferable 
fpe&acle  I  really  was. 

Scarcely  had  the  company  defcended  to  the 
bottom  of  the  ftair-cafe,  when,  finding  myfelf 
alone  with  Marianne  :  u  Quick,  quick,  Mari- 
anne," faid  I  to  her.  "  Bring  me  my  foup." 
She  got  it  ready,  and  I  eat  two  plates  full  with 
remarkable  eagernefs,  and  afiout  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  an  amlct  of  four  eggs.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  day  I  faw  the  fitters,  in  whofe  pre- 
fence  I  appeared  very  ill  3 .  they  defired  me  to  go 
to  bed ;  1  believed  th|ir  advice  very  prudent, 
and  therefore  pretended  to  yield  to  their  defire, 
and  they  left  me  apparently  'more  compofed. 

In  the  afternoon,  Marianne  threw  herfelf  at 
my  feet,  communicated  her  anxiety,  and  fear  of 
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being  ill  treated  by  lifter  Martha,  who  was  by 
nature  cruel,  exprefled  her  defire  to  accom- 
pany me,  and  faying,  that  if  ihe  remained  be- 
hind, ftie  fhould  be  certainly  made  unhappy. 
This  poor  creature  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
afthmatic  and  was  fcarce  able  to  come  up  the 
ftair-rcafe  without  being  frequently  attacked  by 
this  diforder:    Refledling  upon  her  unfortu- 
nate condition  I  conceived  it  impra&icable  to 
take  her  with  me,  but  her  tears  and  the  fear  that 
fhe  would  be  miferable^at  length  determined  me 
in  her  favor,  "  I  allure  you,  Madam,"  faid  the 
poor  girl, "  That  I  fhall  be  well  able  to  fup- 
port  the  journey,  I  (hall  be  able  to  walk  much 
better  than  going  in  a  coach.     This  girl  had 
been  fentenced  to  remain,  in  this  houfe  nine 
years;  fhe  had  but  two  more  to  continue,  ^nd 
fitter  Martha  had  promifed  at  the  time  of  An- 
gelica's departure,  that  (he  would  take  care  of 
her,  and  defired  her  to  be  fure  to  communicate 
to  her  every  thing  I  faid.     The  next  Wed- 
nefday,  the  5th  of  June,  the  day  after  the  vifit  of* 
M.  Tillet,  about  ten  o'clock,  I  hadfomeconver- 
fation  with  the  fifter  who  replaced  lifter  Fan- 
char,  the  perfon  who  generally  fhut  the  gates 
of  the  galleries.     I  muft  not  here  forget  to 
Mention,  that  this  fifter  communicated  to  me 
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her  defirc  to  be  one  in  a  company  of  friends,  t& 
the  foreft  of  Vincennes,  which  Ihe  had  never 
feen ;  her  intention  was  to  make  this  jauitt  on 
the  Monday,  becaufe  M.  Tillet  was  expected 
that  day.  I  remarked  to  her  that  it  would  be 
more  prudent  to  go  thither  on  the  Wednefday, 
and  to  wait,  as  fhe  might  defire  to  oblige  M „ 
Tillet/  I  defired  her  to  ftay,  and  fo  put  off  her 
excurfion  till  Wednefcjay.  This  girl  acceded  to 
my  propofal,  and  at  the  fame  time  thanked  me 
for  my  good  advice,        » 

On  Monday,  at  nine  in  the  evening,  when  fhe 
/hut  the  doors,  fhe  bade  me  farewell  for  the 
next  day.  *  One  of  the  fitters  told  me,  that  fhe 
departed  at  eight  in  the  morning  j  I  entreated 
the  fifter  who  did  duty  for  the  laft,  to  ihut  me 
up  quite  clofe,  that  as  I  did  not  find  my  felf  well, 
I  wifhed  to  try  to  repofe  myfelf  a  little^ — thi* 
fifter  was  pleafed  to  compliment  me  that  my 
fpirits  feemed  better,  which  fhe  attributed  to  ' 
the  vifit  of  M.  Tillet?  I  made  no  anfwer  to  this, 
but  I  entreated  her.  to  leave  me  fuch  a  prU 
loner,  to  attend  me,  that  Marianne  was  gone 
to  lay  down  in  the  chamber 'adjoining,  having 
a  violent  fever,  to  which  this  fifter  confented. 
This  woman  was  quite  an  old  woman ;   1  had 
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found  this  precaution  neceflary  to  remove  every 
fufpicion.  Marianne's,  mother  did  the  duty 
of  gardener  to  that  houfe,  and  this  good  mother 
lifed  generally  to  come  twice  a  day  after  her 
daughter,  to  fetch  the  foup  which  fhe  ufually 
got  ready  at  eleven,  I  had  alfo  given  the  fignal 
to  one  of  the  prifoners,  named  Dubois,  that  as 
ibon  as  Marianne's  mptfter  fhould  come  at 
eleven,  fhe  fhould  tell  her,  there  was  notlu 
jng  ready,  and  that  (lie  fhould  call  to  one  of  the 
portifefies  as  foQn  as  her  foup  was  ready.  About 
p  quarter  paft  eleven  this  woman,  Pijbois,  called 
fhe  portrefs  through  the  wicket  of  a  large  door, 
which  they  call  forte  rouge  a  door  which  leads 
into  the  womens  court,  and  the  apartments 
of  Martha  and  the  officers,  and  alfo  to  tfte 
Jritchen?  of  the  Salpetriere, 

Before  our  departure,  Marianne  and  I  took 
each  of  us  a  cup  of  cofFee,  to  revive  our  fpirits, 
and  to  giveus  courage,  1  then  liftened  attentively, 
and  heard  the  firft  portrefs  anfwering  this 
woman  Dubois. — At  this  moment  fhe  fhut  the 
door  and  went  to  fetch  the  foup ;  this  woman 
Dubois,  to  give  us  all  the  time  fhe  coi-ld,  amuf- 
cd  her  by  Ihewing  her  fofne  work;  fhe  con- 
tinued long  enough  for  me  to  open  the  doors 
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kept  by  this  fame  portrefs,  ma<Je  the  fourth,  three 
of  which  I  fhut  again  with  my  key,  and  the 
fourth  Marianne  drew  towards  her.  In  the  court 
of  Sifter  Martha,  there  were  a  number  of  fitters 
and  fervants,   to  the  amount  of  twenty,  aU  of 
whom  faluted  me  as  Ipafled.  Marianne,  who  was 
much  better  acquainted  than  I  was,    and  knew 
this  houfe  perfe&ly  Well,  took  the  fhorteft  turn** 
ings  fhe  could  find,  believing  that  I  followed 
her;  at  length  however  I  loft  fight  of  her,  never** 
thelefs  I  did  not  lofe  my  courage.     I  had  ftill 
great  faith  in  the  old  proverb— every  way  leads  to 
Rome.     I  paITed  on  till  I  found  myfclf  in  a  large 
hall,  wherein  were  a  great  number  of  fin£ll  beds, 
which  they  call  la  Crecelle;  after  having  caft  my 
eyes  round  me,  I  enquired  of  the  fitters  the  way 
to  the  Porte  de  Champs  ?  I  did  not  well,  under- 
stand the  direflions  they  gave  me,  but  having 
prefented  them  with  a  crown  a  piece  I  pro- 
ceeded ;  after  traverfing  many  courts,  which  I 
was  almoft  induced  to  think  multiplied  upon 
me,  as  I  paffed  I  found  myfelf  at  length  in  a 
very  fpacious  court,  where  there  were  many 
people  from  Paris^  who  came  to  gratify  their 
curiofity  in  feeing  this  houfe,  than  which,  thiy 
fay,  there  is  nothing  more  curious,  or  more  de- 
ferving  the  attention  of  ftrangers  *  I  followed  a 
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company  who  entered  into  the  chapel  to  view  it* 
I  (hould  have  been  happy  to  have  been  exempted, 
but  thought  it  more  prudent  to  .mix  with  the 
reft  of  the  company  who  entered  the  chapel, 
where,  when  I  entered,  Ifent  up  a  fervent  prayer 
that  God  would  infpire  me  with  confidence; 
after  which  I  traveled  thofe  impaflable  doors, 
where  I  met  nobody  but  the  lifters,  to  whom  I 
gave  my  piece  and  paffed,  and  at  length  fortu- 
nately reached  the  Porte  de  Champs — here  I  was 
uncertain  on  which  fide  the  river  I  was,  when  to 
my  inexprefliblejoy,  I  difcovered  my  good  Mari- 
anne waiting  for  me  near  the  river ;  my  heart 
leaped  for  joy  at  this  difcovery,  as  fhe  turned 
round  and  faw  me,  while  the  boat  was  waiting. 

The  King's  garden  was  crowded  with  people, 
a  great  many  of  whom  I  met,  and  I  have  fince 
l>een  informed,-  that  even  fifter  Martha  was  her- 
felf  walking  there  at  this  moment ;  I  inftantly 
leaped  into  the  boat  to  Marianne,  who  was 
already  there,  with  two  ft  range  gentlemen . 
fearful  of  any  difcovery,  1  made  fignals  to  her 
not  to  fpeak  to  me.  The  two  gentlemen 
were  feated,  but  left  my  aukwardnefs  in  my  new 
habiliments  fhtnild  be  difcovered,  I  remained  very 
ftill  j  all  tl^e  time    we  Were  palling  the  riven 
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1  looked  at  the  city  of  Paris,  which  wore  a  Wff 
novel  appearance }  contrafted  with  my  confine-* 
ment,  it  appeared  extremely  pleafing,  heightened 
by  my  fituation,  it  was  inexpreltibly  delightful. 
Upon  pur  landing  hear  the  Arfenstl,  that  hideous 
manfion  the  Baftile,  oppofed  itfelf  to  my  view  i 
the  horrid  image  ftruck  me  fo  the  very  foul ;  it 
appeared  to  my  imagination  half  open  again  td 
fwallow  me  up  :  at  length  we  gained  the  dp- 
pofite  bonk,  and  Marianne  conducted  me  through 
bye  ways  and  narrow  ftrects  to  reach  Chafenton* 
I  took  a  hackney  coach,  which  condu&ed  us 
thither,  and  on  our  arrival  we  alighted  at  a 
fhoe-maker's,  to  exchange  my  half  boots  for  a 
pair  of  flioes,  after  which  we  hired  a  cabriolet, 
which  conduced  us  'almoft  feven  leagues  from 
thence*  atod  walked  till  half  pad  eleven  at  night. 
Merciful  heaven ! — thy  providence  pervading  all 
thy  works,  prote&ed  alfo  me — thy  providence 
led  me  by  the  hand  through  danger,  fupported 
my  heart  and  dire&ed  my  wandering  feet !  WhaN 
evei4  the  puny  power  of  man  may  attempt- — > 
whatever  ftorms  oppreflion  may.  raife  againft 
me — while  I  confide  in  thee,  I  remain  fecure — » 
the  wave  rifes  in  vain,  and  the  ftorm  paffes  un- 
heeded by— by  thee  I  have  been  fnatched  from  the 
devouring^aws  of  the  Baftile,  delivered  from  the 
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<lungeotis  of  the  Conciergerie,  from  places  6&+ 
voted  only  to  the  reception  of  the  guilty. — My 
efcape  is  alrnoft  as  miraculous  as  the  hiftory  of 
my  misfortunes  is  unparalleled. 

We  flept   at  a  village  called  Madin  Rouge, 
and  at  fix  the  next  morning  purfued  our  jour- 
ney on  foot,  till  ten.  in^the  evening,,  when  we 
(topped  a  few  hoars  to  repofe  ourfeives,  not  bo- 
ing  accuftomed  to  walk  fo  much,  and  in  a  poor 
ftate  of  health ;  finding  myfelf  on  my  arrival 
here  very  much  fatigued,  an'dmy  feet  fwelled 
and  bliftered,  I  enquired  whether  I  could  have 
a  cabriolet ;  I  could  not  however  be;  thus  accom- 
modated $  all  the  vehicles  they  had  to  difpofe  of 
were  carts  and  horfes,  the  latter  of  which,  were 
out  of  the  queftion,  Marianne  not  being  able  to 
mount  a  horfe ;  we  were  therefore  obliged  to 
take  one  of  the  tarts*  which  conducted  us  about 
two  miles  from  Previn ;  about  five  in  the  evenihg, 
we  flopped  at  the  firft  cabaret  and  dined,  and 
after  dinner  I  difpatched  Marianne  to  purchase 
womens  apparel,  fearful  of  being  fnfpe&ed  by 
the  marfhalfea;   (he  returned  with  a  jacket  of 
narrow  ftriped  red  cotton,  an  apron  of  the  fame 
ftuff,  a  petticoat  ftriped  blue  and  white,  a  pair 
of  leather  (hoes,  fuch  as  are  worn  by  peafents, 
«    ,  and 
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and  a1  pair  of  very  fmall  buckles.  ,  We  departed 
from  this  inn,  at  fix  the  fame  evening ;  the  hof- 
tefscame  to  vifit  me  during  the  abfence  of  Ma- 
rianne, and  having  reconnoitered  me  with  much 
attention,  "  Don't  you  believe,"  faid  fhe, 
"  but  though  lam  an  old  woman,  I  can  clearly 
.  difcover,  that  you  are  a  Woman  in  man's  attire  " 
I  attempted  as  well  as  I  could,  to  laugh  her  out 
of  this  5  but  I  was  under  no  fmall  apprehenfion 
of  being  difcovered,  and  therefore  impatieutly 
waited  the  arrival  of  Marianne.  * 

The  town  of  Previn  was  about  fifteen  leagues 
off;  I  did  nat  judge  it  prudent  to  take  the  coach 
from  this  town,  where  there*  was  no  other  con- 
veyance than  the  poft,  which  I  wifhed  as  much 
as  poffible  to  avoid,  fearing  left  information 
fhould  be  given.  We  proceeded  a  little  to- 
wards the  back  of  this  town,  hoping  that  we 
fhould  meet  no  perfon  by  the  way,  who  could 
poffibly  difcover  that  my  fex  and  my  habit  were 
at  variance,  bwt  allow  precautions  were  inef- 
fectual. We  met  a  great  number  of  officers  t 
walking  together,  one  of  whom  I  overheard,  it 
fome  diftance,  make  ufe  of  thefe  expreffions, 
"  Oh  !  there's  a  woman  in  man's  clothes  i"  when 
they  drew  nearer,  they  pulled  of  their* hats,  and 
begged  permiflion  to  accompany  me,  and  to 
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bffef  Wie  their  fervices,  I  hpd  a  great  min4  to 
make  no  reply,  but  they  were  fo  extremely  po- 
lite, which  is  not  always  the  cuftom  in  fmall 
toWns,  that  I  could  not  poflibly  avoid  giving 
an  anfwfer ;  one  of  the  gentlemen  left  his  com- 
pany, and  fwore  he  would  follow  me  to  H*H, 
if  I  went  thither — his  profeffions  of  fervice  were 
fo  veiy  profufe,  that  1  found  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  engage  him  to  defift  from  following  me  $ 
his  expreffibfts  made  me  tremble.  You  are — - 
he  paufed — good  God  thought  I  to  myfelf,  I  am 
difcovered— he  is  certainly  going  to  mention  my 
name,  "  You  are  faid  he, "  (Continuing  his  fpeech, 
fome  young  girl  but  juft  efcaped  from  a  Con- 
vent, and  your  lover  is  certainly  near  at  hand, 
waiting  for  you  in  a  poft  chaife — at  fhefe  laft 
words,  I  refumed  my  courage.  "  If  fuch  is  your 
opinion,  Sir,"  replied  I,  "  It  is  very  unpolite  in 
you  to  think  of  following  me  ^particularly  as 
you  have  no  right  to  expe£t,  that  I  fhould  con- 
fefs  to  you,  if  .you  fhould  be  right  in  youconjece 
ture;  I  then  flopped,  and  earneftly  entreated 
him  to  leave  me,  at  the  fame  hinting  that  .he 
might  not  be  far  out  in  hisguefs,  and  this  ought 
to  be  with  a  gentleman,  a  fufHciont  hint  to  re- 
tire, as  I  was  determined  not  to  purfue  my  road 
much  further ;  at  this  he  withdrew,  fully  per- 
Vol.  II.  Q_  fuaded 
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fuaded  that  I  was  fome  young  lady>  who  had 
made  my  efcape  from  a  Convent.  I  followed 
him  as  he  departed,  with  my  eyes,  as  far  as  I  was 
able ;  as  foon  as  I  loft  fight  of  him,  we  were 
about  a  league  diftant  from  Provin,  and  about  ft 
mile  father,  I  turned  towards  the  left  under  a 
hill,  not  being  able  to  find  a  place  more  retired, 
and  concealed  ourfelves  under  a  verdant  recefs, 
where  a  brook  of  water  run  down  towards  the 
meadow.  Here  Marianne  and  I  afTumed  our 
new  difguife,  which  made  us  appear  exa&ly 
like  peafants,  each  of  us  holding  in  our  arms 
a  little  bafket  of  eggs,  and  a  pound  of  butter, 
nearly  covered  with  a  piece  of  linen*  which  was 
bought  for  that  purpofe  5  as  foon  as  we  were 
completely  equipped,  which  was  foexpeditioufly 
done,  that  1  rtally  believe  I  could  not  have  been 
three  minutes  in  changi  ng  every  thing.  I  threw 
my  former  apparel  into  the  brook,  putting  ftones 
into  the  coat  pockets  and  the  hatrthat  they  might 
fink  more  eafily*  and  that  no  trace  of  my  flight 
might  be  discovered,  about  which  I  was  not  a 
little  apprehenfive;  thanks  to  Providence  nobody 
faw  my  transfiguration,  as  we  met  only  fome  wag- 
gonners  who  bid  us  goodnight ;  when  we  reach- 
ed the  fummit  of  the  hill,  we  went  five  leagues 
on  foot  the  fame  evening,  and  flopped,  about 

eleven^ 
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fcleven  o'clock,  at  the  firft  hoiife  of  entertainment 
in  the  fuburbs  of  Nogent,  which  is  about  twb 
and  twenty  leagues  from  Paris ;  here  again  I  was 
fatigued  (6  much  that  after  our  flipper,  poor 
Marianne  was  obliged  to  put' me  upon  her 
lhoulders,  and  bring  me  irito  the  cow-houfe, 
and  lay  me  on  the  ftraw,  for  ttere  was  neither 
bed  nor  chamber ;  here  alfo,  I  was  in  the  moil 
lamentable  fituation,  and  my  feet,  unufed  to  the 
hdrdfhips  which  I  now  experienced,  were  covered, 
with  blifters*  '    ' 

The  day  after,  about  feVen,  we  fiired  a  cart, 
which  conveyed  us  dire&ly  to  Troys,  about  nine 
leagues  from  Nogent,  where  we  flept  till  four 
the  next  morning,  when  we  again'  purfued 
our  journey  on  foot.  In  our  road  we  met  a 
waggoner,  who  civilly  afked  us  to  get  up  mtd 
his  cart,  whicli  we  accepted  -,  he  conveyed  us  to 
the  town  where  he  lived,  about  two  leagues  dif- 
tant, .  but  this  honeft  ruftic  would  receive  no 
money,  he  would  have  no  other  recompencethdn 
apromife  of  marriage,  which  I  was  conftrained 
to  give  him*  he  then  told  me  his  name  and  place 
of  abode,  and  what  he  would  bring  me  in 
marriage  j  he  was  a  young  man  about  24  years 
of  age.  I  told  him  that  I  and  my  coufin  Mari- 
anne had  lived  at  Chaumon,  in  Champaigrie, 

Q^i  ♦  and 
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9isd  gave  Jum  a  fictitious  name  and  addrefs ;  he 
obliged  us  both  to  take  a  glafc  of  wine  with  him 
before  pur  departure,  and  exacted  a  promife  that 
I  would  anfwer  the  letter  which  he  intended  to 
fend  me,  after  which  we  feparated.  There  was 
fomething  in  this  hone(t  runic  which  diverted 
roc  much,  and  I  mould  not  have  made  him  fuch 
icUepromifes.in  return  for  his  civilities,  if  I  could 
have  found  any  other  means  either  of  avoiding 
fufpicion,  or  redding  myfelf  of  his  importunity; 
had  I  been  in  another  habit,  and  under  different 
rircumftances,  I  mould  have  thought  this  rather 
a  diverting  adventure,  - 

.  When  we  arrived  at  this  little  village,  we  were 
fortunate,enough  to  procure  a  farmer's  cart  upon 
the  recommendation  o£  our  former,  condu&or, 
;  who  was.  to  be  my  future  hufband.  We  dined 
at  Vandourere,  and  about  two,  we  fet  forward 
again  in  a  covered  carriage,  which  conveyed  us 
fevenleagues  further;  we  paffed  through  Bar-fur- 
Aube,  and  at  fix  we  were  put  down  at  a  village 
about  three  league?  from  Bar-fur- Aube. 

When  I  arrived  at  this  place  I  wrote  letters  to 
fome  of  my  hufband's  relations,  with  which  I 
fent  Marianne,  who  could  not  find  many  of  the 
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perfohi  in  whota  1  confided ;  fhe  went  to  feck  a 
friend  of  Madame  de  la  Tour,  (filler  of  M.  de 
la  Motte)  to  whom  fhe  fent  my  note,  this  lady 
Immediately  knew  my  writing,  and  not  at  fitSk 
knowing  Marianne,  but  taking  her  for  a  poof 
girl,  when  I  mentioned  her  in  my  letter,  fhe  threw' 
her  arms  round  her  heck  and  embraced  her. 
"  Oh  f  is  it  you  then,  my  good  girl,  who  accom- 
panies Madame  de  la  Motte?  I  intreat  yon  to 
take  the  beft  care  of  her;  but  how  did  fhe  eflett 
herefcape?  Oh!  gradotas  heaven,  laid  fhe^ 
with  tears  of  joy  trickling  down  her  cheek*— 
but  you  muft  be  cold,  faid  fhe,  thefe  mornings 
ire  very  cold" — fhe  then  ran  to  her  wardrobe 
2nd  gave  her  peticoats,  fhifts,  handkerchiefs, 
With  half  a  fouis,  which  was  all  fhe  had  in  her 
pocket,  and  greatly  regretted  that  fhe  had  it 
not  in  her  power  to  do  more.  She  then  accom- 
panied Marianne  to  M.  de  Suremont,  M.  de  la 
Motte's  unctej  this  gentleman's  wife,  after  having 
coldly  received  M.  Charton,  which  was  this 
young  lady's  name,  and  Marianne,  after  many 
remonftrances  of  this  amiable  lady,  whofe  praifes 
and  accomplifhments  are  almoft  univerfally 
known,  refufed  to  come  and  fee  me.  M.  de 
Suremont  fent  Marianne  an  hour  before  he  went 
away  from  his  own  houfe,  to  defire  me  to  meet 

him 
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him  half  way-  A  place  was  appointed,  and  it  was 
about  midnight  when  we  met ;  the  night  was 
extremely  dark,  and  we  fat  down  orrthe  bank  qf 
a  ditch.  M.  de  Suremont  appeared  very  glad  tQ 
fee  me,  but  exprefTed  his  extreme  regret  that  he 
could  not  accommodate  me  with  more  than  four 
lpuis^  telling  ft  very  lamentable  (lory  that  his 
buildings  had  coft  him  fo  much  money  and  that 
Jie  was  very  mucfi  in  debt,  and  after  fome  trifling 
compliments,  curiofity  led  him  to  afk  fome 
qucftions  relative  to  my  future  deftination. 
f*  Butpr^y  wher$  are  you  going  ?"  faid  he  to  me, 
I  am  going  to  London  replied  1,  for  the  Engliftt 
news-papers  have  for  along  time  mentioned  my 
hufband's  name,  I  dare  fay  he  is  there.  c<,A-p 
propos,"  replied  M.  de  Suremont,  "  There  is  ^ 
lady  who  has  been  a  week  at  my  houfe,  and  only 
departed  about  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
ive  have  ourfelves  directed  her  journey  j  there  is 
a  plan  of  the  rout  flie  wijl  take  to  reach  Calais, 
I  would  adyife  you,  if  ppflible,  to  overtake  her." 
promifed  to  follow  his  advice,  but  I  knew  his 
wife  of  a  difpofition  capable  of  doing  much 
piifchief,  ^ 

I  did  not  believe  it  prudent  to  return  to  the 
fame  inn  which  we  had  quitted  at  midnight, 

fearful 
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fearful  of  being  fufpe&ed,  or  taken  for  thieves, 
with  which  all  the  environs  of  Chaumon  are 
greatly  infefted ;  I  therefore  chofe  to  walk  the 
remaining  part  of  the  night,  and  the  moon,  which 
was  at  full,  enlightened  every  obje£l,  and  made 
it  extremely  pleafantj  we  proceeded  nearly  a 
mile  and  a  half,  but  fcarcely  had  we  advan- 
ced a  mile  into  the  foreft,  when  we  thought  of 
returning  again  towards  the  town  j  we  obfervecj 
upon  our  return  many  men  going  out  from  the 
foreft,  at  fome  diftance  behind  us ;  on  our  return 
to  the  village,  we  knocked  at  the  firft  cabaret  we 
came  to— but  they  not  only  refilled  to  open  the 
door,  but  threatened  to  fhoot  us,  taking  us  with- 
out <juefUon  for  thieves.  Trembling  with  cold, 
we  were  neceflitated  to  take  up  our  lodging  at 
the  fteps  of  their  door,  till  it  was  near  fix 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  all  this  feafon 
the  nights  were  extremely  cold,  and  the  country 
wore  almoft  the  appearance  of  winter.  About 
fix  in  the  morning  three  peafants  and  a  woman 
patted  by,  who  had  two  large  dogs  with  them , 
I  related  to  them  our  fituation,  and  we  traverfed 
the  foreft  together  as  far  as  Columbay,  without 
feeing  any*  thing  worthy  of  remark,  where 
we  parted  to  the .  ftage,  and  having  break- 
er 4  .  fafted, 


fafted,  we  thence  took  the  poft,  which  conveyed 
us  kven  leagues  further,  and  as  this  route  ap- 
peared rather  too  public,  as  far  as  Joinville  I 
preferred  occafionally  taking  a  cart,  and  when 
we  found  none  we  proceeded  a  foot.  We  were 
conveyed  to  this  place  in  a  cart,  where  we  flept,  and  . 
at  fix  in  the,  morning  we  commenced  our  jour- 
ney on  foot.  This  day  was  terribly  hot,  and 
§  we  fuffer^d  feverely  in  climbing  the  mountain, 
which  is  extremely  fteep  and  very  high,  with- 
out any  fhade  to  fhelter  us  from  the  intenfe 
heat— fatigued  and  harrafled  as  I  was,  I  could 
not  believe  how  I  could  fo  long  have  fuftained 
the  hardfhips  I  endured.  We  flopped  at  many 
running  fprings  of  water,  which  iflued  forth  at 
fnany.  parts  of  the  mountain,  parched  with 
thirft  and'  fcorched  by  the  burning  heat  of  the 
fun,  which  was  intenfe.  at  our  backs*  Mari- 
anne, who  was  very  much  troubled  with  a  fliort- 
ncfs  of  breath,  was  incapable  of  proceeding  any 
further  -,  fhe  fat  down  and  wept  bitterly,  till  for- 
tunately a  good  old  peafant,  who  was  on  horfe~ 
back,  fubducd  by  my  entreaties,  and  feeing  the 
poor  girl  in  tears,  offered  to  take  her  behind  him, 
to  which  fhe  would  not  confent,  but  as  his 
houfe  was  but  at  a  fhort  diftance,  fhe  agreed  to 
take  the  good  old  man's  arm,  while  I  feated  my- 
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ftlf  on  the  horfe,  taking  Marianne's  bundle, 
and  giving  the  reins  to  the  horfe,  he  brought 
me  to  the  houfe  before  his  mafter ;  where  his 
daughter,  who  was  lately  married,  recognized  the 
horfe.    I  then  briefly  related  to  her  the  circum- 
ftance  which  procured  me  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
her  j  upon  which  we  mutually  embraced  each 
other,  and  fhe  difpatched  one  of  her  fifters  to 
the  Curate's  houfe  to  fetch  fome  fifh,    and 
fome  of  the  beft  wine  from  another  neighbour. 
Mar;anne  was  alfo  well  received.    We  were  af- 
terwards prefented  to  the  hiffband ;  and  all  this 
good  family  loaded  us  with  kindnefs.     After 
regaling  us  with  a  good  fupper  of  pigeons  and 
excellent  fifh*   and  delicious  flavoured  wine, 
thefe  good  people  accommodated  us  with  their 
o\jn  bed,  where  we  flept  foundly  for  fix  hours. 
After  a  good  breakfaft,  we  departed  at  ten,  to 
reach  Joinville,  in  thefe  good  people's  cart,  who 
would  not  receive  a  fingle  farthing  for  their 
entertainment.     The  young  woman,  like  moft 
mothers,  feemed  particularly  pleafed  at  my  ca- 
reffing  her  infant*  and  joined  with  her  fifter  ia 
intr eating  us  to  live  with  them,  and  that  they 
would  find  us  work  during  the  time  of  our  con-, 
tinuance  -,  all  feemed  to  regret  our  departure. 

The 
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The  hufband  conduced  us  to  Nancy.  In 
our  road  we  were  attacked  by  a  violent  ftorm  of 
rain  j  our  condu&or  fet  us  down  at  a  fmall  ca- 
baret, near  the  entrance  of  a  village ;  and  after 
having  proved  to  me  how  neceflary  his  prefence 
was  at  home,  to  cultivate  his  ground,  Icon- 
fented  to  let  him  depart,  requefting  that  he 
would  procure  toe  another  condu&or  and  a 
voiture,  and  then  he  might  leave  us. 

The  keeper  of  the  cabaret  where  we  were, 
confented  to  conduft  us  as  far  as  l^ancy  s  the 
rain  having  now  fubfided,  we  agreed  to  this 
propofal  of  our  hoft,  and  continued  our  jour-r 
ney  till  we  came  into  the  midft  of  the  moft  di£ 
mal  foreft  I  ever  faw  5.  it  feemed  a  place  per- 
fectly adapted  for  the  black  bufinefs  of  robbery 
or  murder^  here  ag^in  a  moft  terrible  ftorm 
came  on,  and  we  travelled  in  the  midft  of  a 
heavy  fhower»for  almoft  two  hours  and  a  quar- 
ter,   and  could    fee  nothing   but   the    moft 
dreadful  gleams  of  lightning  at  a  fmall  diftance 
round  us.    I  felt  myfelf  at  that  moment  very 
much  intimidated,  but  Marianne  was  moft  in-* 
tolerable ;  never  did  I  fee  any  female  fo  cowr 
ardly.     It  was  now  almoft  ten,  when  we  found 
purfelves  yet  in  a  hollow,  one  fide  of  which 
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borders  upon  another  foreft ;  and  all  the  way 
to  the  village,  about  two  miles  from  Toule,  the  . 
road  lies  fkirting  the  foreft,  which  is  reputed 
to  be  the  mofladangcrous.  What  added  greatly 
to  my  fears  was,  that  I  had  not  the  leaft  know- 
ledge of  that  road.  Our  condu&or  was  alfo  a 
very  ill-looking  fellow  -,  and  his  conduft  was 
fuch,  that  though  I  cannot  pofitively  fay  he 
had  really  any  bad  defign,  yet  his  behaviour 
was  fufficiently  equivocal  to  make  me  fufpi- 
cious ;  poflibly  he  might  fuppofe  that  I  was 
equally  timorous  with  Marianne,  and  wiflied  to 
aflurc  himfelf  if  this  was  not  the  cafe  j  his  horfe 
was  very  much  fatigued,  and  when  he  did  not 
find  his  matter  by  his  fide,  he  flopped  all  of  a 
fudden.  I  endeavoured  to  encourage  Marianne, 
put  myf^lf  in  the  front  of  the  cart,  and  took 
the  horfe's  reins  and  whipped  him  3  but  the 
troublefome  animal  would  obey  nothing  but 
his  matter's  voice  j  he  never  altered  his  pace  for 
me,  but  crawled  leifurely  along  j  I  was  abfo- 
lutely  hoarfe  with  calling  to  our  guide,  but  no- 
body anfwered*  our  voiture  was  but  (lightly 
covered,  and  open  to  the  weather^  Marianne 
and  I  looked  after  our  conductor  with  all  the  eyes 
we  had,  but  the  night  was  fo  extremely  dark, 
that  we  could  not  difcern  our  road.  This  man, 

without 
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without  bur  being  able  to  fee  him,  ftarted  fed- 
denly  upoa  us  four  or  five  times,  making  a 
z  frightful  noife  every  time  -,  he  ftrove  as  much 
as  poffible  to  frighten  me,  and  |  confefs  I  tad 
internally  fome  apprehenfions  y  but  as  I  could 
not  fee  that  he  had  any  arms,  I  ftrove  to  ericott- 
rage  myfelf.  Am  I  not  very  courageous,  faid  I 
to  him,  that  I  am  not  terrified,  when  I  conAiflf 
my  voiture,  and  alone,  traverfmg  thefe  gfoofetty 
forefts  ? — Why  (hould  I  be  terrified,  finct  there 
are  three  of  us  in  company  ? 

When  I  obferved  him  remarkably  fifcnt, 
I  began  to  fpeak  to  him  in  a  ruflk  ffife,  and 
affumed  an  air  of  refolution,  I  changed  my  fitu- 
ation3  and  placed  myfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  car- 
riage, where  he  could  leaft  annoy  me,  and 
where  I  fhould  be  beft  able  to  defend  myfelf 
if  he  fhould  be  difpofed  to  make  an'  attack. 
The  man  appeared  diflurbed  and  very  much 
agitated,  and  I  began  to  fcold  at  our  being  fo 
long  on  the  road  $  in  the  mean  time,  I  kept  my 
table-knife,  which  was  very  {harp  and  pointed, 
in  one  corner  of  my  handkerchief,  ready  to  re- 
ceive him,  determined  to  defend  myfelf  and 
Marianne,  who  was  terrified  out  of  her  fcnfes 
to  the  laft  moment. 

At 
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.    At  length,  however,  I  difcovered  a  light  ;  it 
is  injpoffible  to  exprefs  how  welcome  that  difco- 
very  was,  as  it  difpelled  thofe  apprehenfions 
which  the  darknefc  of  the  night  had  made  more 
terrible.    Our  guide  then  compofed  himfelf  a 
little,  and  told  me  he  was  going  to  bait  his 
horfe,  "after  which  we  might  purfue  oijr  jour- 
ney ;  moil  certainly,  replied  I ;  but  when  we 
arrived  at  the  inn, '  which  was  about  midnight, 
I  determined  to  lie  down.    We  fat  down  to 
(upper;  and  I  told  my  guide,  that  we  did  not 
choofe  to  expofe  ourfelves  any  more  that  night, 
?s  his  horfe  feemed  to  be  fo  much  fatigued. 
This  determination  did  not  feera  agreeable  to 
his  inclination ;  he  ftormed  and  fwore,  but  all 
was  to  no  purpofe.    I  am  determined,  faid  I 
refolutely,  not  to  proceed  till  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning.     We  did,  indeed,  fet  out  an  hour 
fooner,  but  then  there  was  no  danger ;  he  put 
VS  down  upon  an  eminence  on  the  fide  of  Nancy ; 
and  I  really  thought  he  feemed  to  quit  us  with 
an  air  of  regret  in  having  failed  of  his  prey,  as 
he  was  at  parting  very  liberal  in  his  curies ;  he 
queftioned    me    concerning    ijiy    bufinefs:— 
What's  that  to  you,  replied  I  ? — This  imperti- 
nent   fellow  certainly    thought  that  we  had 
money* 
~  My 
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My  fatisfa&ion  was  great  when  I  loft  fight 
of  this  fellow  ;  it  was  indeed  more  than  I  can 
exprefs ;  and  I  was  pleafed  when  I  refle&ed  on 
then  danger  which  threatened*  me,  from  which 
I  had  been  fo  happily  refcued.  I  found  myfelf 
taken  often  extremely  ill,  and  Marianne  began 
to  be  tired  with  the  fatigues  fhe  had  "under- 
gphe. 

Aftef  having  dined  at  Nancy,  we  took  a 
voiture,  which  condu&ed  us  to  Luneville,  where 
we  (topped,  and  flept  at  the  fign  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  from  whence,  the  next  morning,  I 
wrote  to  M.  Arminot,  my  coufin,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  Gens  d'Armcs.  I  took  the  pre- 
caution not  to  fign  my  name  to  this  billet ; 
in  which  I  only  mentioned  that  a  lady,  one  of 
his  father's  acquaintance,  wifhed  to  communi- 
cate fome  news  from  his  family  j  at  this  he  did 
not  lofe  a  moment,  but  followed  Marianne 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  my  billet. 
Marianne  introduced  him  to  my  chamber ;  he 
approached  me — <c  But  really,  Madam,  I  have 
not  the  honour  to  recolleft  you. cc  Look  again* 
Sir,"  replied  Marianne. — He  looked  attentively, 
ftill  he  did  not  know  me ;  but,  indeed,  I  \Vas 
fo  altered  by  fatigue  and  diftrefs,  I  do  not  won* 
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der  that  I  fliould  not  be  known  by  my  own  ref- 
lation.— "  Do  you  not  know  your  unhappy 
coufin,"  faid  L— I  could  utter  no  more ;  my 
fenfations  flopped  my  tongue — he  alfo  appeared 
greatly  aftoniftied. — "  Is  it  poflible,  my  dear 
coufin,"  faid  he,  "  that  this  can  be  you  ?" — 
He  then  embraced  me  affeftionately ;  but  his 
joy  at  meeting  me  could  only  be  equalled  by  his 
furprize.  The  evening  before  my  arrival,  he  had 
received  two  letters  from  Paris,  which  he  (hewed 
me,  one  of  which  mentioned  my  furprifing 
efcape  from  the  Salpetriere,  obferving,  that 
there  were  flying  reports  that  the  Queen,  who 
was  naturally  good,  had  facilitated  my  efcape 
from  that  place,  and  that  every  body  was  pleafed 
with  it }  that  from  fuch  circumftances  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained,  that  (he  had  once  patro- 
nized me  warmly.  The  other  letter  was  of  a 
very  different  complexion,  and  afforded  my 
coufin  lefs  confolation.  Without  doubt,  Sir, 
faid  this  epiftle,  you  have  learned  by  public  re- 
port the  efcape  of  Madame  de  la  Motte  from  the 
Salpetriere  >  every  thing  is  found  (hut  after  her; 
there  are  various  opinions  refpe&ing  this; 
fome  think  one  thing,  fome  another ;  but  what 
appeals  moft  authentic  is,  that  an  acquaintance 
of  mine  faw  her  get  into  a  poft-chaife,  which. 
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was  at  the  corner  of  the  King's  Garden,  with 
three  Exempts  of  the  Police,  who  conduced 
her  direftly  to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Marguerite ;  fb 
that  this  unfortunate  Lady  will  be  forgotten  in 
captivity. 

'.  My  coufin  was  much  more  alarmed  with  this 
letter,  which  had  raifed  his  apprehenfions  fb 
much,  that  even  I  myfelf  was  fcarce  able  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  falfity  of  thefe  idle  reports.  I 
eould  fcarce  perfuade  him  that  I  was  really  the 
lame,  as  I  was  extremely  meagre,  and  njy  face 
and  hands  very  much  fun-burnt.  We  fpent 
two  or  three  days  together ;  and  as  I  commu- 
nicated to  him  my  defire  to  pafs  through  Swit- 
zerland, though  without  explaining  my  motive, 
he  gave  me  in  writing  the  plan  of  my  route, 
which  was  by  Luxemburgh.  We  then  parted 
with  the  greateft  reluftance ;  and  I  promiied  to 
correfpond  with  him,  and  relate  my  adventures. 

After  this  interval  of  reft,  we  purfued  our 
journey  at  five  in  the  morning  on  foot ;  we 
went  eleven  leagues  this  day  -,  and  the  next,  not 
being  able  to  procure  a  coach,  we  were  obliged 
to  walk  nine  leagues  farther.  After  this  fatigue, 
I  really  was  fearful  that  I  fhould  lofe  my  com- 
panion* 
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pardon,  Marianne,  who  was  moft  violently  at- 
tacked with  her  afthma  ;  and  for  five  days  the 
phyfician  and  furgeon  were  doubtful  of  her  re- 
covery. I  took  every  poffible  care  of  this  poor 
fufFerer  $  watched  her  ip  the  night,  and  attended 
her  with  medicine.  Weak,  and  of  a  delicate 
conftitiition,  Providence  alone  fuftained  me,  re- 
duced as  I  was,  after  two  years  imprifonment, 
with  fo  much  pain,  fo  much  ficknefs  of  the 
heart,  created  by  refle&ing  upon  the  indignities 
I  had  ftjffered, 

The  fifth  day,  as  foon  as  Marianne  was  in  a 
condition  to  fupport  herfelf,  we  took  a  voiture 
for  Metz,  where  we  flept,  and  the  next  day  de- 
parted for  Thionvilie,  about  ten  leagues  from 
thence.  The  diligence  put  us  down  at  Thion- 
vilie, at  the  fign  of  the  Three  Kings,  kept  by 
one  Phillips,  oppofite  the  Capuchin :  we  ar- 
rived there  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
and  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  gave  us  a  chamber 
adapted  well  enough  for  two  peafants,  as  we  ap- 
peared to  be.  We  were  ready  to  die  with  hun- 
ger ;  and  Marianne  was  impatient  for  her  fup- 
perf  which  I  ordered  to  be  prepared;  after 
waiting  an  hour,  no  fupper  came ;  about  half 
p^ft  nine,  feeing  that  Marianne  was  a  little  im- 
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patient,  I  went  myfelf  to  fee  what  had  occa- 
fioned  this  delay,  of  which  I  complained  to  the 
hoftefs.  "  Well,  well,  my  good  girls,"  replied 
fhe,  "  your  fupper  is  ready,  go  into  this  hall." 
I  then  called  Marianne  j  and  upon  opening  the 
door  of  the  fupper  room,  I  was  not  a  little  afto- 
nifhed  at  feeing  ten  or  twelve  waggoners  fitting 
at  the  table.  Surprized  at  this,  I  inftantly 
turned  ftiort  round,  and  addreffing  the  hoftefs 
in  a  tone  of  difpleafure— <c  I  did  not  afk,  Ma- 
dam, to  fup  in  company  ;"  and  defired  that  (lie 
would  fhew  me  up  again  into  my  chamber* 
My  hoftefs  wifhed  to  remonftrate— "  But  you 
are  very  wrong,  my  girl ;  it  will  not  coft  you 
half  fo  much  to  fup  with  thefe  people ;  it  will 
coft  you  no  more,  if  you  fup  with  thefe  men, 
than  two  pieces  of  twenty-four  fols  each."  All 
this  preamble  of  the  woman  put  me  a  little  out 
of  humour  $  and  I  addreffed  her  in  fuch  a  tone 
of  difpleafure,  as  ihe  probably  little  thought  of 
healing  from  a  peafant ;  obferving,  that  if  I 
had  had  an  equipage,  fhe  would  probably  have 
been  impertinently  officious,  aiking  her  if  the 
money  of  two  peafants  was  not  as  good  as  that 
of  a  Duchefs  ?  An  officer  of  infantry,  who  was 
prefent,  addreffed  me  with  a  confequential  fneer, 
,"  Weil,  well,  my  pretty  ruftic,  wait  a  little, 
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and  you  fhalf  fup  with  me/'  My  landlady's 
daughters  burft  into  a  laugh.  Without  being 
the  leaft  difconcerted  by  this  coxcomb,  I  replied 
inftantly,  "  Should  you  believe  then,  Mr.  Of- 
ficer, that  you  would  fo  highly  honor  me  by 
permitting  me  to  fup  with  you  ?  Suppofe  now 
I  was  really  to  take  you  at  your  word ;  becaufe 
you  fee  us  in  fluff  petticoats,  and  two  peafants, 
you  fuppofe  that  we  are  proper  company  to  fup 
with  waggoners  j  but  it  fometimes  happens  that 
fluff  petticoats  have  fat  at  table  with  people  of 
rank,  and  poffibly  perfons  of  equal  diftin&ion 
with  yourfelf,  Mr.  Officer.  The  confident  man- 
ner in  which  I  uttered  this,  fuddenly  arretted 
the  empty  laugh  of  my  hoftefs  and  her  daugh- 
ters, whofe  countenances,  from  being  relaxed 
in  rifibility,  now  looked  extremely  ferious, 

It  is,  indeed,  very  true  that  I,  in  fonje  mea- 
fure,  expofed  myfelf  to  fufpicion  5  but  I  was  fo 
piqued  at  the  contemptuous  tone  of  this  empty- 
headed  fellow,  who  availed  himfelf  of  drefs,  and 
the  apparent  fuperiority  of  his  circumftanees, 
to  put  two  innocent  country  girls  to  the  blufh. 
It  is,  indeed,  but  too  common  for  perfons  of 
felf-afTumed  importance,  or  wealth-created  dif- 
tinftion,    to  defpife  and  fneer  at  the  peafant, 

R  2  whofe 


(     *44    ) 

whofe  difference  of  fituation  and  circumftances, 
not  different  degree  of  underftanding,  alone 
reftrains  him  from  replying  to  thofe  farcafms, 
which  would  not  fo  tamely  be  endured,  if  he 
did  not  feel  the  fuperior  weight  of  his  wealth 
or  diftin&ion  ;  but  why  fhould  the  poor  be  in- 
fulted  with  the  difdainful  fmile  of  grandeur  ? 
I  would  afk  thefe  arrogant  perfons,  how  they 
would  exift  if  it  was  not  for  the  peafant  ? — 
Who  is  it  that  clothes  them  in  their  fumptuous 
apparel  f  Who  is  it  that  enables  them  to  enjoy 
the  luxuries  of  life,  to  which  the  poor  contri- 
bute by  induftry  and  hard  labor  ?  Was  it  not 
for  the  induftry  of  the  peafant,  the  honeft,  in- 
duftrious,  negle&cd  peafant,  how  could  they 
fpbfift  in  all  that  pomp  in  which  they  are  fup-r 
ported  by  the  peafant,  and  which  ungratefully 
they  diredt  to  infult  their  benefa&ors  ?  For  I 
have  always  refpe&ed  the  laborer  and  the  pea- 
fant ;  and  I  will  never  fuffer  them  to  be  flighted 
in  my  prefence. 

My  reply  to  the  officer  produced  a  revolution 
in  our  favor.  During  the  time  Marianne  and  I 
were  at  fupper  together,  the  two  daughters  and 
my  good  hoftefs  addrefTed  me  in  a  very  different 
tone  5  they  came  to  beg  a  thoufand  pardons  ; 
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And  though  I  endeavoured  as  much  as  pofllble 
to  make  my  words  and  afiions  correfpond  with 
my  habit  and  appearance,  yet  their  regret  and 
attention  proved  too  much  the  imprudence  I 
had  been  guilty  of,  and  that  they  fufpe&ed  I 
was  fome  young  lady  in  difguife. •.   A  fhort  time 
after,  the  officer  made  his  appearance;  who, 
fearing  that   I   fhould  derty    him    admiflion, 
knocked  at  my  door  j  which  I  opened  ;  he  ad- 
dreffed  me  very  politely — "  I  beg  your  pardon, 
Madam,  I  did  hot  know  this  was  your  cham- 
ber."    I  defired  him  to  fit  down ;  but  he  rather 
chofe  to  walk  backwards  and  forwards  in  the 
room.     After  fome  little  converfation,   he  at 
laft  afked  me  if  the  caufe  between  the  famous 
Counters  de  la  Motte  and  the  Cardinal  de  Ro- 
han was  yet  finifhed,  adding,  it  is  reported  that 
fhe  is  in  a  convent.    "  Some  little  birds  brought 
Us  the  news  this  evening,  who  have  alfo  told  us 
that  (he  is  delivered  from  her  convent,  but  we 
do  not  know  whether  this  news  is  authentic/' 
c<  I  really,  Sir,  do  not  understand  of  whom  you 
are  fpeaking,  the  Countefs  and  the  Cardinal ; 
thefe  people,  Sir,  are  to  me  totally  unknown ; 
it  is  quite  out  of  my  line,  as  a  fimple  peafant, 
the  daughter  of  a  farmer  near.  Orleans,  with 
no  other  breeding  than  what  I  have  received  in 
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a  convent,  to  fpeak  of  any  thing  but  the  reli- 
gious, and  not  of  what  is  pafling  in  the  beau 
monde."  He  replied,  that  the  anfwer  which  I 
made  him  in  the  kitchen  betrayed  me.  I  then 
entreated  him  to  withdraw,  obferving,  that  it 
was  paft  one  o'clock  of  the  morning. 

This  adventure  proved  a  good  leflbn  to  me, 
and  fixed  me  in  the  determination  of  being  more 
cautious  in  future,  if  fortunately  extricated 
from  this  difficulty,  as  I  then  conceived  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  had  difcovered 
me.  I  ieflefted  on  it  as  a  fortunate  circum- 
ftance  for  me,  that  he  was  not  oppofite  me 
when  he  pronounced  my  name,  otherwife  he 
might  have  obferved  a  change  of  countenance 
both  in  me  and  Marianne. 

I  obferved,  that  the  fame  coachman  who  had 
brought  us  to  this  inn  had  given  notice,  that  he 
(hould  fet  off  the  next  day,  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  for  Luxembourg.  This  was  a  public 
ftage,  and  I  defired  M.  Phillips  and  her  daugh- 
ters to  call  us  at  feven  -,  which,  however,  they 
negle£led  to  do ;  and  we  being  fo  much  fatigued, 
did  not  wake  till  after  the  voiture  was  gone. 
Vexed  at  my  difappointment,  I  reprimanded 
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the  hoftefs  and  her  daughters  very  fharply  foi* 
their  negleft  j  to  which  they  made  no  other  re- 
ply, than  that  they  had  forgot,  and  advifed  me 
to  take  the  poll* 

All  the  propofals  of  thefe  people  aiarmed  me  j 
without  faying  a  word  to  them,  I  difpatched 
Marianne  to  try  if  ihe  Could  procure  a  cabriolet, 
or  even  a  cart*  The  interval  of  Marianne's  ab- 
fence  was  to  me  a  moft  anxious  time  indeed. 
Curiofity  was  upon  the  tiptoe  in  that  houfe  $ 
and  my  hoftefs's  daughters  were  continually 
bringing  young  officers  to  my  chamber,  as  they 
faid,  to  bear  me  company.  Thefe  gentlemen 
behaved  very  politely,  and  all  carneftly  requefted 
me  to  pafs  fome  days  among  them^  There  was 
one,  in  particular,  diftip.guiflied  by  fuperior  ac- 
complifhments,  whom1  I  recolledted ;  this  was 
the  Count  de  St.  Mimis,  a  young  gentleman  of 
about  twenty- two  years  of  age,  and  a  particular 
friend  of  de  la  Tour,  M.  de  laMotte's  nephew  $ 
they  had  been  Pages  together;  and  he  conti- 
nued in  converfation  with  me  fome  time :  I 
cannot  pofitively  fay  whether  he  recolle&ed  me 
or  not  3  but  from  his  difcourfe  I  have  fome  rea- 
fon  to  fufpeel  he  did. — "  I  btlieve,  Madam," 
faid  he,— c<  I  beg  you  will  excufe  my   freedom, 
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but  you  appear  to  be  under  fome  kind  of^  unea-* 
finefs  and  anxiety  of  mind,  and  that  you  are  ^ 
neither  in  youi4  proper  habit  or  fphere ;  permit 
me,  Madam,  to  make  you  an  offer  of  my  fer- 
vices — I  fhould  find  myfelf  inexpreffibly  happy, 
if  you  fhould  fuffer  me  to  indulge  any  hope 
that  they  will  be  accepted — I  at  this  inftant  can 
command  twenty-five  Louis — I  entreat  you, 
Madam,  to  fay  but  the  word — how  fortunate 
I  fhould  think  myfelf  if  I  could  be  of  fervice  to 
you  ;  and  for  thefe  offers  that  I  take  the  liberty 
of  making,  propofe  your  own  terms,  and  af- 
fure  yourfelf,  Madam,  that  I  fhall  not  attempt 
to  fift  into  the  motives  which  induce  you  to  af- 
fume  this  habit  ;  I  have  no  further  curiofity  to 
fyiow  your  name — to  have  the  happinefs  of 
ferving  you  is  my  fole  difinterelted  motive ;  if 
I  fhould  fucceed,  I  fhall  be  mod  abundantly 
rewarded/ 

This  generous  condu&  can  never  be  effaced 
from  my  memory ;  it  fenfibly  affe&ed  me;  and 
I  thanked  him  with  all  that  gratitude  which 
fuch  generous  offers  on  my  part  demanded; 
but  at  the  fame  time  endeavoured  as  much  as 
poffible  to  convince  him  of  his  prejudice,  in 
fuppofing  me  a  woman  of  birth ;  I  told  him  I 
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was  but  a  poor  peafant,  in  no  refpeft  calculated 
to  merit  fuch  attention  ag  he  was  pleafed  to  ho- 
nor me  with  :  he  then  adroitly  turfted  the  con-* 
verfation ;  fpoke  of  Verfailles,  with  which  he 
w^s  very  well  acquainted,  from  having  beeii 
Page.  From  the  converfation  of  this  gentleJ 
man,  and  from  the  behaviour  of  thofe  about 
me,  I  plainly  law  it  was  high  time  for  me  to 
depart  from  hence  $  all  my  efforts  to  diffuade 
the  Count  were  unfuccefsful.  It  was  now 
growing  very  late,  and  Marianne's  long  abfence 
rendered  me  extremely  uneafy  and  very  much 
agitated.  At  length  it  was  feven  in  the  evening, 
and  Marianne  was  not  yet  arrived,  although  Ihe 
went  out  at  ten  in  the  morning.  I  could  not 
conjetture  what  had  detained  her  fo  long.  The 
houfe  of  this  Phillips  was  full  of  officers.  I 
wifhed  not  to  appear  difquieted ;  but  I  could 
not  efcape  the  penetration  of  thefe  gentlemen. 

At  length,  about  nine  o'clock,  Marianne  ar- 
rived, dripping  wet :  fhe  paid  our  hoftefs,  and 
in  a  rough  tone  of  voice,  and  ruftic  manner, 
faid  to  me,  "  Come  along,  take  your  bundle — 
it  is  lucky  for  you  that  you  are  under  fhelter — 
come  along,  Mifs,  there  is  a  cart  at  the  gate  of 
the  town  waiting  for  you."    Whfin  fhe  faw  me 
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furrounded  by  fo  many  officers,  who  begged 
me  to  remain,  obferving  that  a  (hower  was  ga- 
thering— "  Well,"  replies  Marianne,  "  if  there 
is,  fhe  is  not  made  of  fugar  any  more  than  me, 
Ihe'll  take  no  hurtj  fo  come  along,  Mifs,  come 
along."  Marianne  was,  indeed,  naturally  vul- 
gar, but  (he  affe&ed  to  be  more  fo  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  better  to  avoid  fufpicion.  Thefe 
gentlemen  would,  however,  infift  upon  con- 
ducting me  to  my  voiture  3  which,  when  they 
faw  to  be  quite  open  and  uncovered,  po- 
litely propofed  that  I  fhould  remain  till  next 
day,  when  fome  of  them  would  convey  me  in  a 
cabriolet  to  Luxembourg.  I  declined  this  kind 
offer  •,  which  I  alledged  my  coufin,  Marianne, 
feemed  averfe  to  accept. 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  flept  "at 
Etanche  >  and  the  next  day  we  departed  in  a 
tilted  carriage.  My  intention  was  to  go  into 
Switzerland,  and  to  remain  a  fhort  time  at  fome 
frontier  town,  from  whence  I  could  write  to 
M>  de  la  Motte,  conceiving  this  was  fhe  only 
chance  of  being  fecure;  and  that  Providence 
which  had  10  long  guided  and  fupporlcd  me, 
now  granted  my  vvilh,  and  dirc&cd  me  to  an 
hofpit.ible  manfion,  inhabited  by  the  mod  wor- 
thy, 


'thy,  the  moft  charitable  of  beingSj  This  perfoit 
was  a  mother  of  five  children,  who,  with  her 
hufband,  that  wJBs  in  an  ill  flate  of  health,  and 
quite  dropfical,  were  all  maintained  at  her  ex- 
penceC    The  young  man,  who  \^(fcour  guide, 
had  formerly  been  liable  boy  to  Madame  Shilfs, 
which  was  the  name  of  our  generous  hoflefs, 
and  for  whofe  houfe  he  had  the  flrongeft  at- 
tachment- Although  we  were  but  three  leagues 
from  the  place  whence  we  fet  out,  he  would 
flop  here  to  bait  his  horfes.     We  therefore 
breakfafled,  as  I  learnt  that  this  village  was 
dependent  on  the  Emperor.     I  was  alarmed, 
and  our  good  hoflefs  feeing  me  agitated,  addref- 
fed  herfelf  very  particularly  to  me,  and,  with 
an  air  of  affability,    faid,  "  If,   Madam,  you 
have  any  fears  in  being  upon  French  ground, 
inftantly  difmifs  them,  nobody  has  any  power 
over  you  here."     She  then  engaged  me  to  flay, 
with  many  kind  and  friendly  perfuafions.     "  I 
have  no  fear/'  replied  I,  "  but  am  in  want  of 
money,  and  wifh  to  write  to  my  family." — 
"  Very  well,"  replied  this  good  creature,  "  for 
that  very  reafon  I  infift  that  you  fhall  remain 
with  me,  you  can  write  from  hence.     I  was 
(truck  with  the  affable  and  generous  behaviour 
of  my  worthy  hoftefs,  whom  I  apprized  of  my 

intention 
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intention  to gfaSs  iu^, Switzerland,  and  frofrf  % 
thence  *o^go  to  England.  ^^atfvifed  me  tor 
remain  atrher  houfe — gueffijiginy  mdtive,  and 
convening  her  xxmje&ures  in  a  very  refe&ful 
whifper,  aRA/ame  time  affuring  me,  tmg  I 
lhould  remairr"  in  perfect.  feCurity  with  her.— 
Her  offer  was  at  once  fo  benevolent  and  difin-* 
terefted,  that  I  could  not  but  accept  it,  and  I 
was  very  far^ff  om  repenting  that  I  did  fo. 

About  two  days  after,  I  wrote  to  M.  de  \& 
Motte,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Mac  Mahon,  his 
friend,  in  London ;  to  which  I  received  an  an- 
fwer  about  ten  days  after,  that  he  would  make 
enquiries  for  fome  proper  perfon  that  he  could  - 
truft,  whom  he  would  fend  to>fetch  us  as  foon 
as  poflible.  Three  weeks  pafled  away  withe  it 
receiving  any  letter,  without  feeing  any  emiffary 
from  my  hufband.  I  began  to  fear  that  our  let- 
ters had  been  intercepted,  which  made  me  ex- 
tremely uneafy.  Every  cabriolet,  in  fhort,  every 
vehicle  I  faw,  I  fancied  to  myfelf  was  come  to 
convey  me  to  the  Baftile. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  July,  I  read  the 
Journal  of  Luxembourg,  which  I  was  moft  ar- 
dently defirous  of  feeing,  perfuac^ed  that  there 

would, 
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woxjld  be  fome  mention  made  of  me,  and  my 
aftonifhing  efcape*  The  Re&or,  an  intimate 
friend  of  my  gopd  hoftefs,  was  prefent  while  I 
read  the  paper  to  him  aloud,  referving  the  ar- 
ticle of  French  news  till  the  laft.  At  length  I 
came  to  the  following  paragraph : 

cc  June  5th.  Efcaped  from  the  prifon  of  the 
€€  Salpetriere,  the  Countefs  de  Valois  de  la 
<c  Motte,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and 
4<  twelve  in  the  morning,  with  the  girl  who 
cc  waited  upon  her,  whofe  name  is  Marianne. 
cc  This  unfortunate  Lady  pofleffed  all  that  mag- 
cc  nanimity  which  innate  dignity  could  infpire  j 
"  and  from  thence  many  perfons  of  the  firft 
"  diftin&ion  interefted  themfelves  in  her  favor. 
4<  She  was  to  remain  a  fhort  time  in  prifon, 
"  and  then  to  be  fent  to  a  Convent.  This  le- 
*c  nity  is  to  be  attributed  to  that  high  fpirit 
"  which  engaged  the  King  himfelf  in  her  favor. 
"  Sifter  Martha  aflerts,  that  fhe  made  her 
"  efcape  in  men's  cjoaths,  having  a  cage  in  her 
<c  hand,  with  a  bird  fhe  was  remarkably  fond 
*«  of." 


I  armed  myfelf  with  all  poffible  refolution, 
vrhifc  I  was  reading  this  article,  though  Ma- 
rianne 
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rianne  and  I  both  changed  countenance,  but  hd 
fortunately  did  not  obferve  us.  Ttfis  fame  Jour- 
nal alfo  flated,  that  many  perfons  pretended 
they  had  feen  a  pofl>chaife  near  the  Boulevards* 
ready  to  take  me  away ;  in  fhort,  every  one  had 
a  different  ftory ;  and  the  ckcumftances  of  my 
efcape  being  unknown,  they  were  invented  and  • 
furbifhed  up  by  popular  rumor,  ever  replete 
with  conje&ures,  which  if  not  authoritatively 
contradi&ed,  foon  gain  the  currency  of  truth  ♦ 

There  were  fome  who  aflerted  that  this  hap- 
pened near  Calais,  and  that  three  Exempts  of 
the  Police  condutted  me  to  the  Ifle  of  Saint 
Marguerite.  This  laft  article  gave  me  great 
pleafure,  as  from  that  T  judged  I  fhould  elude 
lufpicion.  My  good  hoftefs  had  not  then  an 
idea  of  my  being  the  perfon  ;  but  the  following 
day,  a  report  gained  confiderable  ground,  and 
even  reached  the  Military  Society  at  Luxem- 
bourg, that  there  was  a  perfon  at  the  houfe  of 
Madame  -Chilze,  with  a^tall  flout  girl,  who 
perfectly  anfwered  the  defcription  of  Marianne 
and  Madame  de  la  Motte.  I  was  every  day  vi- 
fited  by  a  great  a  number  cf  officers,  both- 
old  and  young,  then  refidingin  the. village,  who 
conftantly  prefaced  their  vifits  with  expreflions 

of 
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of  condolence,  obferving,  how  very  dull  it  muft 
be  for  me  to  be  alone  in  a  place  fo  destitute  of 
amufement. 

The  Chevalier  Treflbis  begged  me  to  ac- 
cept fome  of  his  coufin's  gowns -,  he  was  very- 
urgent  with  me  that  I  fliould  accept  of  them j 
my  remonftrances  that  I  was  only  a  peafant, 
confequently  fhould  ill  become  fuch  attire,  did 
not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  abate  that  concern 
they  had  conceived  on  my  account  j  every  day 
they  made  their  enquiries,  and  overwhelmed  me 
with  a  profufion  of  compliments. 

The  Chevalier  de  Curel,  of  a  family  at  Lan- 
gres,  appealed  to  be  one  of  thofe  mod  officious 
in  circulating  the  report  that  I  was  the  Countefs 
de  la  Motte,  which  made  me  tremble  for  the 
confequence  ;  and  I  conceived,  that  by  aflbciat- 
ing  my  hoftefs  in  my  confidence,  Ihe  might  find 
fome  means  of  filencing  thefe  reports,  I  there- 
fore trufted  her,  or  rather  confirmed  her  pre- 
conceived opinion,  leaving  every  thing  to  her 
difcretion.  This  good  lady  rendered  me  very 
eflential  fervice  $  for  when  any  perfon  came  to 
make  enquiries  of  her,  fhe  amufed  them  all 
with  different  ftories,  and  at- the  fame  time  en- 
joined 
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joined  the  moft  profound  fecrecy  to  every  one 
of  them ;  fome  gave  credit  to  her  information, 
while  others  exprefled  their  doubts.  The  Che*- 
valier  de  Curel,  in  particular,  made  fome  verfes, 
in  which,  though  he  did  not  exprefsly  mention 
my  name,  yet  he  contrived  to  let  me  fee  he 
knew  very  well  who  I  was,  and  that  he  fufpefted 
me  to  be  in  confederacy  with  my  good  hoftefs. 

I  affe6led  as  much  as  poflible  to  trail  him, 
though  in  myfterious  terms :  I  gave  him  to  uiir- 
derftand  that  I  was  an  Italian  adlrefs  from  PaT 
ris,  and  that  his  coufin,  the  Chevalier  de  Curel, 
an  officer  in  the  King's  regiment  had  promifed 
to  marry  me  3  that  I  was  at  Langres  at  the 
death  of  his  father  j  that  his  family  Jiaving 
Jearnt  that  I  was  going  to  be  married,  had  obn 
tained  an  order  to  have  me  confined,  "  Your 
coufin,"  continued  I,  "  has  fortunately  heard 
of  this,  and  I  am  perfedtly  fafe  under  the  dif- 
guife  of  a  peafant;  and  the  Chevalier,  yom: 
coufin,  will  come  here  in  queft  of  me," 

The  credulous  Chevalier  gave  implicit  credit 
to  this  ftory,  which  was  calculated  exprefsly  to 
amufe  him.  I  entreated  him  to  keep  it  a  feeret, 
though  it  was  univerfally  known,  that  entrufting 

him 
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him  with  a  fecret  was  like  putting  water  in  a 
iieve  ;  he  went  to  every  coffee-houfe  about  fifee 
town  to  relate  among  his  friends  the  fecret  he 
had  heard,  till  at  length  it  reached  the  ears  of 
Mr.  Huberty,  an  Advocate  in  Luxembourg, 
and  a  man  well  known  in  that  province  as  a 
perfon  of  great  merit.  This  gentleman's  curi- 
ofity  led  him  to  my  inn,  to  afcertain  wnether 
or  no  I  was  really  an  a&refs  ;  he  opened  my 
door  without  knocking,  pretending  that  he  had 
made  a  miftake.  My  referve  and  coldnefs  at 
firft  abafhed  hiita ;  but  finding  him  a  man  of 
underftaqding,  I  attempted  to  Obliterate  the  cold 
reception  I  had  given  him,  by  begging  him  to 
fit  down.  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  true 
motive  of  his  vifit ;  and  not  a  word  efcaped  him 
during  the  whole  of  his  continuance  with,  me, 
that  could  give  me  the  leaft  caufe  to  fufpeft 
that  curiofity  alone  had  brought  him  thither, 
particularly  as  his  converfatiori  was  upon  gene- 
ral topics.  A  few  days  after  feveral  officers 
came  to  inform  Madame  Schilfs,  they  were 
confident  that  I  was  the  Countefs  de  la  Motte. 
Soon  after  this  Mr.  Huberty  came  a  fecond 
time  to  the  houfe  of  Madame  Schilfs ;  but  I 
was  now  apprized  of  his  attention,  and  accord- 
ingly refufed  to  receive  him. 

Vol.  II.  S  All 
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All  thcfe  reports  made  me  extremely  uneafyv 
particularly  as  I  had  not  yet  received  any 
farther  news  from  London,  and  the  letter  which 
I  had  received  gave  me  to  hope  that  I  ihould 
fhortly  have  another,  to  apprize  me  of  the  day 
when  fomebody  would  come  to  fetch  me.  So 
great  was  my  anxiety,  that  Marianne  deter- 
mined to  depart  for  Bar-fur-Aube,  hoping  that 
the  would  be  able  to  find  Madame  de  la  Tour  ; 
or,'  if  lhe  was  not  there,  that  (he  might  beabjfc 
to  find  Madame  de  Surmofi.  My  money  at* 
this  time  was  quite  exhaufted ;  my  good  Ma- 
dame Schilfs  gave  almoft  three  louis  to  Maru 
an ne  for  her  journey,  a  German  habit  to  difguife 
her,  and  offered  her  a  horfe  ;  but  the  poor  girl 
did  not  know  how  to  mount  him.  She,  how- 
ever, proceeded  within  two  leagues  of  Obrifle  ; 
but  M.  and  Madame  Surmon  did  not  receive  her 
as  was  expected ;  they  denied  her  even  the 
fmalleft  afiiftance.  She  then  applied  to  my  cou- 
fin,  M.  Arminot,  who  being  a  young  man  had 
but  very  little  money ;  this  he,  however,  of- 
fered, but  which  I  would  not  accept ;  it  was  a 
bill  of  exchange  for  twenty-five  louis,  and  he 
indorfed  it,  in  hopes  that  M.  Surmon  would  at 
leaft  accept  it,  if  he  could  not  oblige  me  with 
immediate  pecuniary  affiftancc.    But  thefc  good 

relations 
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relations  thought  proper  to  refufe  to  give  either 
rAoney  or  paper* 

Difappointed  here,  the  indefatigable  Mariantfe 
refolutely  purfued  her  cdurfe  to  Paris,  (which  I 
did  not  expeft)  hoping  to   find  more  friends 
there  than  at  tfar-fur-Aube.     Poor  girl ! — re- 
pulled  by  my  relations,  how  could  £he  entertain 
the  leaft  hope  that  ftrartgfcrs  would  affift  m6  ?—  : 
She  had  no  letter  to  introduce  her  to  any  body 
at  Paris.  She  applied  firft  at  Mr.  Tillet's,  whom 
(he  knew  had  afted the  part  of  a  father  wKile  I 
remained  in  that  odious  prifon  the  Salpetriere  % 
but  the  poor  girl  could  not  endure  the  cruel  re- 
ception fhe  met  with  from  the  dorileftics ;  fhe 
then   found  out  the  abode  of  Angelica.     She 
again  pafled  through  Bar-fur-Aube>  where  fhe 
faw  Madame  de  la  Motte*  who  gave  her  a'  louis ; 
M.  Charton,  who  had  it  not  in  her  power  to 
give  more,  gave  her  another.     Marianne  then 
offered  Madame  de  Surmon  one  of  my  muflin 
cloaks,  richly  trimmed,  for   one  louis,  which ' 
fhe  pretended  to  tcfufe  through  dfelicacy,  yet 
afterwards   bought   it   of  the  very   fame  wo- 
man whom  fhe  had  recommended  td  her  as  a 
,  purchafer,  alledging  that  fhe  had  not  the  mo- 
ney.    Marianne,  with  M.  Charton,  difpofed  of 
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this  cloak,  with  feveral  other  artifcles,  to  enable 
the  former  to  return  back  to  Obrifle,  with  what 
M.  de  Charton  and  M.  de  k  Motte  had  given 
hen 

About  tho  27th  of  July  ia  the  afternoon,  a 
lady  aild  gentleman  came  to  enquire  for  me. — 
Madarpe  Schijfs,  informed  that  I  had  been 
long  in  expectation  of  feme  perfons  from  Etag- 
larfd,  was  very  weU  pleafed ;  fhe  introduced 
theip.  as  perfott?  (be  eould  tn*ft ;  and  my  own 
conficJfeBCfc*  was  ehereafed  when  fhe  prefented 
me  With  a  lettef  from  Monfieur  de  k  Motte.— 
The  lady  leaped  upon  my  neck,  embraced  me, 
and  wepf  for  joy  at  feeing  me,  informing  me 
that  fhe  fhould  fooo,  flie  hoped,  conduit  me  to 
an  afylum  in  the  land  of  Liberty ;  foon  after 
which  fhe  gave  me  the  letter  of  M.  de  k  Motte. 

Her  arrival  was  extremely  fortunate,  as  I  was 
then  trembling  with  fear,  fo  many  reports  had 
been  fpread  abroad  at  Luxembourg;  reports 
which  I  was  apprehenfive  would  reach  Paris. 
From  thefe  various  fufpicions,  fhe  and  Madame 
Schilfs  were  fo  terrified*  that  we  were  even 
frightened  at  our  own  fhadows.  The  arrival  of 
Mrs.  Mac  Mahon,  however,  difpelled  all  my 

apprehenfions^ 


(   -i6i     ) 

apprehenfions.  A-  very  few  days  before  that 
-lady's  arrival,  1  perceived,1  at  feme  diftance  from 
my  inn,  a  cabriolet  very  much  refembling  that 
of  the  Police  of  Paris.  I  difcovered-t  wo  gentle- 
men refembling,  as  I  thought,  Exempts  of  the 
Police.  One  of  tfhefe  people  alighted  and  canie 
forward,  and  'ftood  idire&ly  oppofite  to  the  inn, 
while  the  other  feemed  as  ft  he*wl(hed  to  con- 
ceal himfelf  in  the  cabriolet.  Thefe  circum- 
fiances  alarmed  my  fufpicions.  I  drew  aftde  my 
fmall  window-certain,  and  difcovered  the  per- 
fon  who  remauied  in  the  cabriolfet  looking 
through  the  back  part,  with  his  «yes  fixed  vetfy 
attentively  upon  my  window.  He  few  me  peep* 
ing  through  my  curtains,  and  the  moment  he 
♦difcovered  me,  he  called  out  to  the  perfon  who 
•had  walked  on  before,  and  fent'hifri  immedi- 
■ately  to  my  inn.  I  now  began  to  be  convinced 
that  thefe  were  wretches  belonging  to  the  Po- 
lice. Nay,  fo  ftrongly  was  I  influenced  by  my 
fears,  that  I  even  thought  I  recoHe&ed  one  in 
that  fituation.  iJriknowdng*  what  to  do,  -I  im- 
mediately called  Madam  Schilfs,  to  whom  I 
communicated  ji>y  apprehenfionsand*the  motives 
which  gave  them  birth.  That  good  woman 
conduced  me  into  one  of  the  garrets*  where 
(he  (hut  the  doors,  and  covered  me  as  well  as 
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flie  could  with  boxes  and  ffcraw.  In  this  dis- 
agreeable fituation  I  remained  atlcaft  two  hours, 
tity  fhe  had  difcoyered  who.  thefe  gentlemen  were 
who  had  fo  raifed  our  mutual  apprehenfions.— — 
This  good  woman  was  herfelf  in  no  (mall  de- 
gree alarmed ;  for  the  perfon  whom  I  had  feci* 
coming  to  the  innf  had  enquired  of  the  fervants, 
if  a  lady  did  .not  lodge  there,  whom  thoy 
thought  they  perceived  through  the  window  ? 
To  which  one  of  the  fervants:  replied,  that  that 
was  a;French  lady.  .  "  She  very  much  refem- 
bles  the  lady  I  am  in  qupft  of,"  replied  the 
gentleman*  After  which  he  returned  to  the 
.  other,  who  was  concealed  in  the  cabriolet. 

Madame  Shilfs  foon  difcovered  who  he  was  j 
.  fhe  was  foon  acquainted  with  the  whole  bufi* 
nefs ;  and  fuqh  was  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart, 
lhe  rejoiced  that  her  fears  were  prematurc-r. 
The  pprfon  who  remained  in  the  cabriolet  w^s 
himfelf  in  a  very  critical  fituation ;  equally  fo, 
perhaps,  with  myfelf;  one  of  them  was  a  fugi- 
tive, of  exceeding  good  family,  from  Stras- 
bourg, and  the  lady  he  was  in  queft  of  was  no 
other  than  his  own  filler  ;  they  had  appointed 
their  rendezvous  near  this  place  i  this  perfon 
had  fortunately  efcaped — thus^do  we  fee  how  one 
z  j  unfor* 
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unfortunate  perfon  terrifies  another;  many  of 
thefe  alarms  I  had  to 'encounter.  Fear  was  cer- 
tainly bufy>  aijd  my  mind  was  never  at  eafe ; 
and  I  conceived  that  even  this  lady  and  gentle- 
man were  fent  to  betray  me  ;  for  I  know  that 
the  Police  of  Paris  have  a  thoufand  arts  to  decoy 
thofe  whom  they  wiih  into  their  fnares.  But 
at  length  I  was  agreeably  difluaded  from  thefe 
apprehenfions. 

Surprised  at  not  hearing  from  M.  de  la  Motte 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  Madame  Mac  Mahon, 
I  determined  to  write  again  to  London,  to  mark 
my  furprife  at  not  having  any  intelligence  of 
M.  de  la  Motte,  exprefling  my  fears  that  I1 
ihould  be  again  facrificed.  It  muft  be  remark- 
ed, in  juftification  of  my  hufband,  that  he  com- 
municated my  firft  letter  to  his  friends,  Mr. 
Mac  Mahon  and  his  wife,  who  arrived  in 
France  very  much  fatigued  by  her  journey .— 
M.  de  la  Motte  fearing  to  expofe  himfelf  by 
running  fuch  a  hazard  as  coming  to  fetch  me, 
adopted  the  plan  of  repofing  this  confidence  in 
fooie  perfon  whom  he  conceived  he  could  truft, 
but  who  afterwards  abuled  that  confidence 
which  my  hufband,  void  of  fufpicion,  beftowed 
en  every  one  who  wore  a  plaufible  exterior. 

S  4  My . 
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My  name  having  been  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  newfpapers,  and  this  perfon  upon  diffe- 
rent occafions  faying,  how  happy  he  ihould  be, 
if  he  could  find  an  opportunity  of  ferving 
M.  de  la  Motte  ;  and  if  he  could  but  difcover 
the  place  of  my  retreat,  what  pleafure  it  would 
give  him  to  fetch  me.  From  thefewarm  pro- 
feffipns,  too  warm  jto  be  fincere,  my  good-na- 
tured hufband,  whofe  unfufpicious  nature  ren- 
ders him  too  eafy  a  prey  to  the  designing,  led 
away  by  the  apparent  gensrofity  of  this  impof- 
tor,  trufted  him  with,  the  commiffion,  giving 
him  money  to  defray  the  cxpences.o.f  his  jout-* 
ney,  and  fufficierit  to  fetch  me  from  Obriffe  : 
then  gave  hirr\.two  letters,  one  of  which  was  to 
be  put  in  thfc  poft,  to  advertife  me  of  the  .day 
when  I  might  expeft  his  arrival  g.t  Obrifie,  and 
the  other  he  was  to  deliver  to  me.  there  u* 
perfon.        ,  • 

t  4 

t  This  man,  however,  apparently  fo  extremely 
zealous  to  ferve  his  friend,  leemed  to  make  this 
rather  a  journey  of  pleafure.  than  to  execute 
the  commiflion  with  which  he  *  was  intrufted  ; 
.he  remained  nine  days  at  Oilend,  at  an  inn  in 
that  place,  from  whence  he  wrote  to  M^  de  la 
,Mot*e  to  remit  more  money,  of  which  he  al- 

ledged 
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ledged  he  was  in  immediate  warit,  as  he  had 
been,  takea  ill  pn  the  road.  Updn  receiving  this 
intelligence,  my  huiband  communicated  his  ap- 
prehensions to  Mrs.  Mac  Mahon  ;  who,  fearing 
left  fome  additional  misfortune  (hould  befall  me, 
and  forgetting  at  that  moment  the  difficulties, 
the  fatigues  of  fuch  an  enterprise;  in  the  cofti- 
penfation  (he  (hould  receive  from  the  pleafing 
refledtion  of  having  done  a  good  a&ion,  deter- 
mined to  undertake  this  journey.  She  accord- 
ingly proceeded  immediately  to  the  inn  at  Of- 
tend,  where  (he  found  our  zealous  friend  in  a 
luxuriant  (late  of  health,  his  mind  latent  upon 
receiving  a  remittance,  and  his  heart  perfectly 
at  eafe, 

Mrs.  Mac  Mahon,  after  leaving  him  money 
fujiicient  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Louden, 
took  the  boat  for  Bruges,  where  (he  was  not  .a 
little  furprized  to  fee  this  man  arrive  foon  after 
her ;  he  followed  her,  and  lodged  at  the  fame 
inn ;  he  invented  a  number  of  (lories,  and  u(ed 
all  his  arguments  to  intimidate  her,  anddifliiade 
her  from  expofmg  hericlf  to  fuch  an  hazard-? 
ous  undertaking.  Thus  did  this  man  demon- 
strate the  malignity  of  his  heart,  and  difcover 
bis  mifchievous  dcilgns ;  but  all  were  inefFecr 
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tual ;  fo  far  from  altering  the  refolution  of  Mrs. 

*  Mac  Mahon,  they  ftrengthened  that  firmnefs 
they  were  meant  to  (hake,  and  raifed  her  indig- 
nation again'ft  the  malignant  and  ungrateful  pro- 

*  pofer,  who  would  not  from  fear  be  induced  to 
return  again  to  London,  as  he  had  informed 
Mrs.  Mac  Mahon  he  intended  to  do,  not  only 
by  verbal  promifes,  but  alfo  by  letter  ;  he  pre- 
tended that  he  had  very  urgent  bufinefs  in  Lon- 
don, and  that  his  attendance  there  was  indifpen- 
fible;  notwithftanding,  however,  thisaflertion, 
Mrs.  Mac  Mahon  could  not  (hake  him  off  s  he 
followed  her  to  Obrifle.  She  informed  me  pf 
the  conduct  of  this  troubJefome  fellow  loon  after 
her  arrival ;  and  what  (he  told  me  re-plunged 
me  into  yet  greater  difquietudes,  and  made  me 
believe,  if  appearances  might  be  trufted,  that 
this  man  had  written  to  Paris,  in  hopes  of  ob- 
taining fome  reward. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances,  we  judged  it 
imprudent  to  make  any  long  continuance  at 
Obrifle,  from  whence  we  departed  the  next 
morning  at  eight,  at  which  this  man  feemed 
much  chagrined.  I  was  not  a  little  unhappy  at 
parting  from  my 'kind  hofefs  ;  but  my  fears, 
my  continual  apprehenfion,  my  cagernefs  to  fee 

the 
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the  land  of  Liberty  and  Security,  all  contributed 
to  diminifh  my  reluftance.  None  of  thefe  rea- 
fons  affe&ed  Madame  Schilfs ;  that  worthy  wo- 
man, who  regarded  me  with  maternal  tender- 
nefsi  was  almoft  inconfoleable.  The  mother 
and  her  children  gathered  about  me,  and  for  a 
moment  fufpended  their  tears,  to  unite  their 
fervent  wifhes  for  my  future  welfare—"  Kind 
fouls,  under  your  hofpitable  manfion  a  friend- 
lefs  ftranger  found  confolation,  protection,  and 
friendihip ;  ahd  when  I  recollefr  your  favors  the 
tears  of  gratitude  (hall  bedew  mine  eyes. 

When  I  tell  my  Readers  how  I  was  entertain* 
ed,  they  will  pardon  this  digreflion  in  favor 
of  Madame  Shilfs,  who  with  all  the  tendernefs 
of  an  indulgent  mother,  procured  for  me  all  the 
rarities  of  the  feafon*— Fifh,  game,  every  thing; 
but  this  was  trifling  compared  to  that  tender 
anxiety  with  which  (he*  liftened  to,  and  foothed 
my  grief— ^that  anxiety  and  tendernefs,  fo  ami- 
able, fo  pleafing  to  the  hcart-~-this  was  the  moft 
difinterefted  friendfhip,  not  a  fudden  fhorfc. 
lived  generality,  (he  exprefled  the  fame  friend- 
(hip,  the  fame  tendernefs,  and  the  fame  atten- 
tion the  laft  day  as  the  firft  in  which  I  entered 
thehoufe,    Such  difinterefted  benevolence,  for 
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-credit  of  humanity,  for  the  honour  of  the  fex; 
-it  is  to  me  a  moft  pleating  duty  to  record.  But 
•the  benevolence  of  this  worthy  womam  was  not 
•confined  to  one  individual  $  its  operation  was 
aftive  and  extended.  A  few  months  before  my 
arrival,  as  fhe  was  returning  from  Thionville  in 
a  covered  cart,  between  Thionville  and  Etanche 
4he  perceived  a  gentleman  who  was  running 
very  hard,  having  &  handkerchief  round  his 
waift,  with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  a  crofs  of 
St.  Louis,  which  he  appeared  defirous  to  con- 
ceal under  his  coat  $  fhe  obferved  himjuft  as  he 
was  upon  the  point  of  leaping  into  a  ditch, 
while  the  Marechauflee  of:  Met z  were  in  purfuit 
of  him  j  this  good  woman  inftantly  flopped  her 
damage,  approached  towards  the  place  where 
he  was,  ftretctied  out  her  hand,  and  begged  him 
:to  afcend>  he  accepted  Jier  offer,  and  got  into 
the  carriage  •, .  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
[thence  fhe  put  /him  into  a  bag,  the  better  to 
•conceal  him ;  the'  Marechauffee  by  this  time 
xameup  andaiked  her.if  fhe  had  Aot  feen  fuch 
lapeifon,  deftribing  the  gintteman  in  the  car- 
riage. She  replied,:  that  fhediad  not  p^id  any 
attention, .  and  continued  her  route;  This  good 
woman  thus  fnatched  this  poor  gentleman  from 
thofc  hawks  who  were  ready  to  pounce  upon 

their 


(      269      )) 

their  prey.  But  fhe  was  ni>t  content  merely 
with  having  delivered  him,  fhe  kept  him  five 
weeks  at  her  houfe,  trufted  only  to  her  peculiar 
charge;  after  which  he  efcaped  into  Switzer- 
land. During  the  time  of  his  continuance  at 
her  houfe,  this  generous  woman  fupplied  all 
his  wants,  and  lent  him  money  out  of  her  own 
pocket.  Never  was  generofity  attended  with  fb 
little  oftentation ;  for  (he  cannot  endure  to  re- 
ceive any  compliment  upon  her  good  a&ions, 
and  is  even  offended  at  hearing  them  fpoke  of. 

I  now  return  to  Mrs.  Mac  Mahon,  with 
whom  I  fet  out  for  England.  Nothing  very 
material  happened  during  our  journey,  except 
that  at  Bruxeiles,  where  our  gentleman  would 
repofe  himfelf,  who  had  taken  it  into  his  head 
that  we  fhould  not  arrive  at  Oftend  till  Satur- 
day, probably  expedting  at  that  time  the  Ex- 
empts of  the  Police  from  Parig.  We  arrived* 
however,  at  about  eleven  in  the  morning,  but 
the  packet  did  not  fail  till  three  in  the  evening. 
The  fufpiciou?  conduit  of  this  man  obliged  us 
to  tell  him,  in  plain  terms,  at  Bruges,  that  we 
fufpe&ed  him  to  have  pledged  himfelf  to  deliver 
me  into  the  hands  of  my  enemies  for  the  fake  of 
a  reward. 

When 


(    *9*    ) 

When  we  arrived  at  Oftend,  this  mail  walked 
three  or  four  hours  alortc,  while  we  repofed 
ourfelves*  locked  up  at  our  inn,  which  is  kept 
by  an  Englilhman,  very  near  the  fea-fide.— 
About  eleven  in  the  evening,  he  invited  us  to 
go  and  fee  the  fliips  of  the  line,  dbferving  that 
nobody  would  take  any  notice  of  us.  We  did 
not  make  any  objection  to  this  propofal,  but 
accompanied  him.  After  having  feen  fome  of 
thefc  fhips,  he  propofed  our  going  to  fee  the 
quarter  where  the  Emperor's  fhips  generally  an- 
chored. It  was  now  extremely  dark,  and  Ma- 
dam Mac  Mahon  and  I  held  faft  by  his  arms ; 
and  being  advanced  about  twenty  paces  upon  a 
kind  of  bridge,  I  found  myfelf  puihed  forward 
by  him,  and  forced  to  advance.  I  began  from 
this  conduct  to  have  very  ftrong  fufpicions; 
and  we  both  wifhed  to  ftop  immediately,  but 
he  ftill  perfifted  in  holding  our  arms,  as  if  de- 
termined  to  lead  us  to  the  end  ;  it  was  now  ex- 
tremely dark,  and  we  were  obliged  to  exert  all 
our  ftrength  to  difengage  ourfclves,  and  with 
great  difficulty  faved  ourfelves  by  running  back 
to  our  inn.  This  was  the  fame  Englifh  Captain 
who  had  conveyed  Mrs.  Mae  Mahon,  and  was 
waiting  this  very  day  for  a  French  packet. 

Thus 
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Thus  did  Providence  once  again  preferve  me. 
About  three  I  was  efcorted  to  the  packet-boat 
by  three  Englifhmen  and  the  Captain,  and  after 
forty-two  hours  paffage  arrived  fafe  at  Dover, 
About  half  a  league  before  we  came  to  anchor, 
we  went  upon  deck,  when  many  of  the  inn- 
keepers came  on  board  the  packet-boat,  to  en- 
gage the  paffengers  to  make  ufe  of  their  houfes. 
Not  being  able  to  fpeak  Englifli,  I  anfwered 
them  all  in  French,  that  I  was  provided  with  a 
lodging.  Some  of  thefe  people  are  frequently 
impertinently  troubleibme;  but  all  proceeds 
from  an  officioufnefs  dictated  by  motives  of  in- 
tereft,  which  in  many  inltances  might  be  well 
difpenfed  with. 

As  foon  as  we  were  arrived  at  the  inn  to 
which  Mrs-  Mac  Mahon  recommended  me,  Hi? 
embraced  me,  and  defired  me  to  difpell  every 
apprehenfion,  as  we  were  then  upon  the  land 
of  Liberty.  Cheared  by  this  aflurancc,  my  ap- 
prehenfions  vanilhed,  and  we  cbnverfed  toge- 
ther with  the  utrnoft  gaiety  $  at  the  fame  time 
our  troublefome  friend  wore  the  afpeft  of  dis- 
appointment. Mm.  Mac  Mahon  took  care  to 
difquict  him,  by  leaving  him  no  room  to  doubt 
how  ftrongly  we  fufpe&ed  him. 

.      At 
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At  feven  we  took  the  ft>ute  for  London, 
where  we  arrived  at  feven  the  next  morning) 
and  at  nine  my  eyes  were  greeted  by  the  fight 
of  M.  de  la  Motte.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
attempt  to  defcribe  iftioft  mutual  tranfports 
which  glowed  in  either  bofom,  at  this  inter- 
view ;  the  fituation,  the  circumftances  of  the 
parties,  will  raife  thofe  correfpondent  emotions 
in  the  bofom  of  Senfibility,  which  will  convey 
tny  ideas  more  ftrongly  than  .all  the  pomp  of 
di&ion — that*  may  captivate  the  ear,  but  not 
imprefs  the  foul.  After  fo  many  months  im- 
prifonment,  fuch  a  feries  of  difquictudes,  fo 
many  hair-breadth  efcapes,  to  meet  again  the 
hufband  of  my  affe&ion,  in  a  land  of  Liberty, 
fafe  from  the  threat  of  Perfecution,  from  the 
deftroying  arm  of  Oppreflion,  was  a  pleafure 
which  i  cannot — I  will  not  endeavour  to  de- 
fcribe* 

I  reriiaiiied  a  fortnight  at  the  houfe  of  Mi's. 
Mac  Mahon,  in  the  Haymarket,  without,  ven- 
turing abroad  to  take  the  air,  fearing  left  1 
fhould  be  difcbvered.  Every  coffee-houfe  in 
the  environs  of  this  place  was  filled  with  per- 
fbns,  many  of  whom  were  foreigners,  eager  to 
gratify  their  curiofity  by  feeing  me.  To  pre- 
vent 


Vent  the  inconvenience  of  being  ftared  and 
pointed  at,  my  friend,  Mrs.  Mae  Mahon  con- 
trived to  take  me  out  about  nine  or  ten  in  the 
evening* 

I  was  feared  recovered  from  my  fatigues} 
when  I  amufed  myfelf  with  the  idea  pf  bringing 
forward  my  Juftification,  to  fubmit  my  caufe 
to  public  infpe&ion,  and  to  (land  or  fall  by  the 
fuffrage  of  the  impartial ;  to  retrieve  that  ho* 
nor  which  my  enemies  had  fo  tarnifhed — and 
honor  was  my  only  aim* 

I  have  faid  at  the  off-let  of  my  Narration, 
that  I  was  born  to  be  unfortunate-^-that  my 
life  teemed  with  new  and  fucceffive  troubles.—* 
Need  I  to  the  intelligent  Jteadcr,  who  has  pro- 
ceeded* with  me  hitherto,  infill  upon  this  affer* 
tion*  I  will  not  invalidate  my  own  teftimony, 
by  infulting  the  judgment  of  thofe  whom  I  ad* 
drefs,  with  attempting  to  prove  the  truth  of 
that  aflfertion* 

On  my  arrival  in  England,  I  found  my  huf- 
band  in  great  diftrefs,  waiting  impatiently  the 
moment  when  his  unfeeling  uncle  and  his  wife 
would  fend  over  what  property  of  his  remained 
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ip.  their  hands,  which  they  had  given  Mrs.  Mac 
Mahon  reafon  to  hope,  upon  hqr  departure 
from  Bar-fur- Aube,  that  they  would  fpeedily 
perform. — Iliufive  hopes — unfeeling,  not  to  fay 
difhoneft  relations,  Thefe  were  they  who  re- 
fufed  me  the  moft  trifling  affiftance — thefe  were 
they  who  ill-trfcated  Marianne,  who*  could  fuffer 
her  to  fell  my  cloaths ;  and  Madame  de  Surmon, 
in  particular,  could  rack  her  invention  to  juflify 
her  meannefs  j  fhe  could  recommend  Marianne 
to  a  purchafer,  and  (he  could  profit  by  her  re- 
commendation ;  for  fhe  herfelf  afterwards  pur- 
chafed  of  that  very  woman  whom  fhe  herfelf 
had  recommended.  Blufh,  mean  woman,  when 
thou  readeft  this  page,  nor  dare  to  call  thyfelf  a 
relation.  Blufh — and  expiate,  if  poflible,  by 
i-emorfe,  thy  avarice  and  want  of  cobpaflion — 
fhe  that  could  be  audacious  enough  to  fay,  that 
we  might  yet  think  ourfelves  happy,  .becaufe 
fhe  had  not  fent  every  thing  to  the  Government. 
"  Oh  !  barbarous  relations !"  I  could  not  help 
exclaiming  before  Mrs.  Mac  Mahon  and  my 
hufband,  "  it  is  you  who  have  been  principally 
inftrtimental  in  my  ruin  and  difgrace — it  is  to 
your  infatiable  avarice,  to  your  eager  defire  of 
enriching  yourfelves  upon  the  fpoils  of  thofe  re- 
lations whom  you  ought  to  fupport  and' pro- 
tect, 


~te&,  tliat  we  are  now  involved  in  thefe  calami* 
tous  tirciimftances !" 

When  this  Female,  whom  I  will  not  compli- 
hient,  at  the  expence  of  her  fex,  with  the  name 
tof  Woman ;  when  {he*  I  fay,  and  her  hufband, 
(hall  read  my  Memoirs  and  thofe  of  the  Cardi- 
nal, fhe  will  find  that  heir  petition  to  the  Par- 
liament would  not  have  been  admitted,    but 
from  her  infinuations  of  the  pretended  avarice 
of  M.  dc  la  Motte,  who' fhe  irifinuated  had  not 
only  taken  away  his  own  diamonds,  but  thofe 
alfo  which  were  mine.   This  fame  petition  alfb 
alledgedi,  that  he  had  likewife  taken  our  plate, 
lace,  and  all  otir  moft  valuable  furniture,    Do 
I  inveigh  too  bitterly   againft   relations  like 
thefe  ?  Can  the  impartial  Reader  reftrain  his  in- 
dignationj  when  I  inform  him  that  all  my  pro- 
perty was  feized    on  with  moft  unrighteous 
Ipeed  by  thefe  treacherous  relations ;  who,  in 
pofleffion  of  that  property,  circulated  malicious 
reports,  to  enable  them  to  preferve  the  fpoils 
they  had  wrenched  from  their  unfortunate  fa- 
mily; thus  adding  irreparable  injury,  by  de- 
ftroying  the  reputation  of  thofe  whom  they  had 
already  -{tripped  of  their  property.     To  ferve 
their     finifter    purpofes,    they   fpread  •  abroad 
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exaggerated  reports  of  our  magnificent  furni- 
ture, of  our  equipage,  and  ftile  of  living ;  la- 
bouring to  infmuate,  that  fuch  fplendour  could 
not  be  fupported  without  extraordinary  re- 
fburces,  without  the  appropriation  of  the  dia- 
monds. The  Countefs's  bed-furniture,  faid 
they,  is  fumptuouily  embroidered,  and  fprinkled 
with  fine  pearls  to  the  amount  of  150,000 
livres. 

Thu6  did  they  labor  to  give  every  advantage 
to  tfye  IJpufj  of  Rohan;  not  once  refle&ing, 
that  in  difgr^cing  me  they  alfo  difgraced  them- 
felves ;  but  it  was  fufficient  that  they  had  the 
Cleans  of  procuring  money  at  any  rate ;  the  ho- 
nor of  their  family  was  an  infignificant  trifle ; 
to  get  money  was  the  fummit  of  their  ambi- 
tion ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  petition  was  fil- 
led with  envious  and  malicious  falfities  -,  it  was 
through  fear  of  his  relations  alone  that  my  un- 
fortunate hufband  ever  went  to  England ;  it 
was  their  intcrcft  to  intimidate  him,  to  leave 
that  prpperty  which  they  ib  anxioufly  defired. 
Yet  could  I  better  have  fuftained  their  injuries, 
had  I  been  convinced  that  I  (hould  be  (ingle  in 
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But,  alas!  it  adds  more  poignancy  to  mf 
own  misfortunes,  when  I  refleft  that  thofe  who 
are  more  deaf  to  me  than  life,  are  involved  in 
difficulties  for  crimes  of  which  I  alone  have 
been  unjuftly  accufed,  as  if  a  kind  of  fatality 
attended  all  thofe  who  unfortunately  had  any 
conne&ion  with  me.  Ilament the fituation  of 
my  unfortunate  hufband,  who  is  condemned 
for  having  left  the  country,  and  carrying  off 
thofe  diamonds  which  have  been  left  to  his  fa- 
mily. Has  not  he  alfo  a  right  to  demand  at 
once  a  restitution  of  his  honor  and  rri^  pro- 
perty ? — Or  where  is  juftice  ?SJfiiWl!»  dte^fcfcv 
articles  of  his  condemnation  P^What  is  the 
complexion  of  his  guilt  ? — Is  he  cqndcmned  for 
coming  to  England  to  fell  his  diamonds  there  ? 
is  he  guilty  for  faying  that  his  wife  had  inter- 
views with  the  Queen — that  the  Cardinal  faw 
lier  alfo  ?  The  Cardinal  has  faid  precifely  the 
fame  himfelf ;  for  my  hufband  feeing  me  fb 
often  in  private  with  the  Cardinal,  and  know- 
ing at  the  fame  time  that  I  went  frequently  to 
Verfailles,  exprefied  his  dithpprobation,  and 
pofitively  prohibited  me  from  feeing  the  Cardi- 
nal any  more,  and  as  to  Verfailles  he  would  ac- 
company me  thither  himfelf. 

T  3  M.de 
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M.  de  la  Motte  rendered  me  at  this  time  very 
uneafy ;  he  accufed  me  unjuftly  of  intrigues  $ 
and  I  could  not  indeed  confide  any  thing  in 
him,  as  I  judged  him  to  be  rather  indifcreet. 
Denied  thus  to  go  abroad,  and  not  being  able 
to  fee  the  Cardinal,  I  found  means  to  write, 
and  inform  of  him  of  the  rpftraint  laid  on  me 
by  my  hufband ;  he  anfwered  that  he  wifhed  tq 
fee  him ;  in  confequence  of  which,  tfye  CaiilinaJ 
himfelf  wrote  M.  de  la  Motte  a  very  polite  note* 
begging  an  interview.     My  hufband  waited  oi\ 
%  the  Cardinal,  and  returned  quite  charmed  with 
his  Eminence  $  he  even  reproved  me  fharply  for; 
having  failed  in  the  confidence  which  I  ought 
to  have  repofed  in  him,  and  that  the  Cardinal 
had  communicated  to  him  his  connections  with 
the  Queen.  ,  "  That  is  the  reafon,  Sir,"  faid 
the  Cardinal  to  M.  de  la  Motte,  "  why  I  fo  of- 
ten fee  the  Countefs,  and  why  fhc  goes  fo  often 
to  Verfailles  5  there  is  no  other  intrigue  between 
us.     I  could  not  determine  to  entruft  you  with 
this  fecret  the  two  laft  times  1  faw  you ;  but  I 
thought  that  even  in  letting  you  remain  igno- 
rant, you  would  not  fufpeft  the  Countefs  to  be 
guilty  of  any  perfonal  intrigue.     Thefe  are  the 
crimes  of  my  hufband  $  from  this  moment  he 
wifhed  to  dive  into  every  thing,  and  probably 

j  w  fpoke 
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(poke  like  a  young  man,  that  his  wife  was  fa- 
voured with  the  fmiles,  and  honoured  with  the 
confidence  of  Majiefty $  on  this  circumftance, 
perhaps,  he  built  much,  and  drew  large  expec- 
tations of  affluence  and  honour  j  it  was  a  piece 
of  vanity  too  common,  too  natural  to  deferve 
cenfure,  yet  is  he  not  merely  cenfwed,  but  con- 
demned. 

When  I  firft  received  the  jewels  from  die 
Queen,  I  told  my  hufband  that  fhe  had  givep 
them  to  me,  and  engaged  him  to  go  over  to 
England  to  fell  part  of  them;  he  himfclf  Taw 
a  letter  from  the  Cardinal,  begging  me  to  get 
rid  of  them  as  fail  as  poflible.  Is  there  any 
thing  criminal  in  this  ?  But  the  Judges  have 
been  deceived ;  and  the  relations  of  M.  de  la 

•  Motte  I  folemnly  charge  as  the  authors  of  that 

m  deceptipn. 

I  flattered  myfelf  with  a  hope,  that  upon  my 
arrival  iij  England  I  fhould  have  the  means  of 
printing  my  defence,  and  fubmitting  it  to  pub- 
lic infpedtion  \  but  M.  de  Calonne's  agent  was 
at  that  time,  an  obftacle.  I  would  not  then 
hear  a  word  faid  about  money.  My  friend, 
Mrs,  Mac  Mahon,  who  had  been  employed  by 

T  4  the 
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the  agent  of  Mr.  Calonne,  can  at  this  day  teC* 
tifywith  what  contempt  I  reje&ed  pecuniary 
offers,  choofing  rather  to  fubmit  my  injuries  to 
the  world,  in  ardent  hope  that  they  would  judge 
me  with  impartiality,  as  I  really  was,  and  would 
not  view  me  through  the  medium  of  prejudice, 
nor  take  the  diftorted  pi&ure  which  my  enemies 
have  palmed  on  the  public  for  the  refemblance 
of  truth.  But,  alas !  the  eafy  temper,  the  ha- 
bitual credulity  of  M.  de  la  Motte,  made  him 
too  eafily  deceived  by  the  flattering  promifes  of 
glozing  tongues ;  and  inftead  pf  receiving  mc« 
ney,  he  a&ually  gave  money  to  M,  de  Ca~ 
lonne's  agent, 

*  • 

Some  people  having  learned  that  his  family: 
had  brought  him  near  fixty  thoufand  livres 
*Avorth  of  diamonds,  eager  to  (hare  the  ipoil, 
fwore  falfe  debts  againft  him.  I  have  myself 
feen  him  arretted  jufl  five  times  for  different 
fums,  for  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  our 
jewels  at  Mi*.  Gray's  as  fecurity ;  and  aljout 
four  months  after,  weeeafed  to  have  any  power 
over  our  jewels,  Mr.  Gray  having  anfwered  for 
what  he  had*  in  his  own  hands.  M.  de  la 
Motte's  attorney  availed  himlelf  of  this,  and 
.advifed  him,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffions,  to  rid 
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himfelf  at  once  of  thefe  troublefomc  fcoundfels, 
by  giving  a  gratuity  of  two  hundred  Louis  to 
one,  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  another,  and 
eighty  Louis  was  given  to  another  attorney, 
without  ever  having  called  forth  the  laws' 
in  favor  of  his  unfortunate  client,  from 
whom  he  frequently  received  different  fums,  to 
accommodate  and  extricate  himfelf  from  real  or 
pretended  embarraffments. 

My  credulous  hufband,  buoyed  up  by  the 
promifes  of  Calonne,  threw  away  his  money, 
without  the  leaft  confideration,  to  all  thofe  who 
chofe  to  take  advantage  of  his  good-natured 
credulity.  Good  eafy  man,  he  thought  his  ex- 
pectations refted  upon  a  pyramid.  Vain  ex- 
pectations! they  were  broken  reed's.  M.  de 
Calonne,  profufe  in  promifes,  intimately  ac-*" 
quainted  with  fineffe,  employed  his  arts  but  to 
decoy  my  hufband  to  his  lure ;  he  amufed  him 
with  fine  promifes  of  future  arrangements,  but 
all  tjie  arrangements  of  this  man  of  words 
ended  in  dexteroufly  gaining  poffeflion  of  that 
Memoir  which  he  had  himfelf  approved  and  cor* 
refted,  of  that  Memoir  where  he  had  even  added 
indecent  expreffions  againft  the  Queen ;  to  re- 
gain poffeflion  of  this  was  the  object  of  his  ar- 
dent 
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dent  defire,  and  he  fucceeded;  arid  that  very 
moment  his  machinations  were  manifeft,  every 
fincere  profeffion  of  friendfhip,  every  promife 
of  future  arrangements  vanifhed  into  air ;  he 
even  denied  himfelf  to  M.  de  la  Motte,  tfrho  re- 
mained a  dupe  to  his  own  credulity,  and  a  vic- 
tim to  the  artifice  of  Calonne *  but  he  was  not 
the  only  one  $  I  was  myfelf  another ;  for  fince 
that  time  the  confidence  of  my  hufband  abated 
towards  me  $  he  reje&ed  my  falutary  counfels, 
though  direfted  to  no  other  end  than  his 
intereft  5  in  purfuing  which  I  was  fecuring  my 
owrcv  But,  alas !  I  had  the  mortification  to 
find  myfelf  ftripped  of  my  jewels,  which  were 
fold  without  fufFering  me  to  remonftrate ;  and 
what  was  to  me  much  more  affe&ing  than  po- 
verty, I  began  to  fear  that  my  Juftification 
would  never  fefr  the  light. 

• 
It  was  thus  that  my  hufband,  Handing  on  the 
very  brink  of  ruin,  was  neceflitatcd  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  printing  my  Juftification,  as  the  only 
means  of  fatisfying  the  craving  demands  of  his 
creditors,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  avoid,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  efforts  to  take  hjm  j  while 
I,  with  Mifery,  like  a  vultufe,  gnawing  my 
heart,  and-  Poverty  chacing  me  even  at  my  very 

hiels, 


(    *83     ) 

heels,  detefting  that  burthen  of  life  which  it  is 
yet  my  duty  to  fupport  $  and,  God  forgive  me, . 
curling  the  hour  of  my  birth,  remained  defence- 
lefs,  unable  to  proteft  myfelf  from  infult,  or  to 
ward  off  the  blows  which  Malice,  diiguifed  in 
fiarknefs,  aimed  at  my  reputation. 

• 

But  has  not  M,  de  la  Motte,  at  this  day, 
much  reafon  to  fegret,  that  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune, and  a  misfortnne  it  may  moll  emphatically 
be  called,  to  efpoufe  a  defcendant  of  the  Houfe 
pf  y alois  ? — Oh,  yes* — Had  it  not  been  for  this 
name — had  it  not  been  for  thofe  ideas  which 
this  name  gave  rife  to,  I  {hould  not  have  known 
the  Cardinal,  I  (hould  not  have  been  acquainted 
with  the  Queen,  I  fhould  hot  have  overwhelmed 
my  hulband  in  misfortunes.  Unfortunate  man ! 
he  would  not  then  have  reproached  me,  as  hav- 
ing been  inftrumental  in  his  diftrefs,  by  having 
followed  too  blindly  the  pernicious  advice  of 
thefe  advocates,  exprefsly  inftrudted  on  the  oc- 
caiion,  whofe  only  vieto  was  to  involve  us  both 
in  equal  ruin.  ' m  •,  ♦  •  *  • 
»  •  • 

;  Partner  of  my  .heart  and  affli&ion,   thou 
wouldft  not  add*  tp  the  ttliferies  I  fuffer,  by  re- 
pxoaching  me  as  betog  the  caufe  of  thine ;  ra- 
ther 
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ther  wouldft  thou  pity  my  conduct  j  thotf 
wouldft  not  cenfure  me  as  the  caufe  of  thy 
difgrace  and  deftru&ion,  didft  thou  know  the 
keennefs  of  thy  reproaches ;  nor  would  the 
misfortunes,  the  miferies  under  which  I  groan, 
be  yet  more  embittered  by  the  misfortunes  of 
my  hufband.  Loaded  as  I  am  with  forrows, 
my  tranquility  can  never  be  reftored.  I  have  no 
power  to  extricate  my  hufband  from  his  trou- 
bles— I  can  only  in  frequent  and  fervent  prayer 
addrefs  the  Supreme  Ruler  and  Direftor  of 
Events,  that  he  will  vouchfafe  to  proteft  him 
in  his  wanderings  $  that  he  will  fpread  the  fhield 
of  defence  over  his  head,  and  guard  him 
from  the  murderer's  blade,  which  has  been  al- 
ready reared  againft  his  life  by  thofe  defperate 
affaffins,  the  wretched  mercenaries  of  malign 
nant  power. 

When  thefe  manoeuvres  are  inveftigated, 
thefe  malignant  efforts  will  to  the  impartial 
prove  our  innocence ;  they  will  prove  that  Re- 
venge was  more  a&ive  than  Juftice.  The  ex- 
'ertiona  of  my  hufband  to  be  at  Paris  on  the 
eighteenth  of  Auguft,  will  operate  upon  the 
unprejudiced  as  a  ftrong  proof  of  his  honor 
and  integrity.     But  he  was  refufed  to  be  heard  $ 

his 
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his  petition  was  never  fubmitted  to  the  eye  of 
Majefty,  whofe  attribute  is  to  hear  the  .cries  of 
the  unfortunate  -,  his  enemies  prevented  and  ob- 
ftru&ed  him  with  all. their  power  from  appeal- 
ing to  the  juftice  of  the  Sovereign,  and  throw- 
ing himfelf  into  the  arms  of  a  wife  nation. 
He  would,  however,  notwithftanding  thefe  ob- 
ftacles  have  fucceeded,  but  the  Revolution,  and 
the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  of  the  AfTembly, 
retarded  the  defence,  and  he  could  do  no  more 
than  prefent  two  Memoirs  to  M.  le  Men. 

For  fome  time,  indeed,  M.  de  la  Motte  jbund 
perfons  who  were  ready  to  give  him  occafionai 
accommodations,  but  then  their  demands  of  in- 
tereft  were  exorbitant.  He  at  length,  however, 
printed  five  thoufand  Memoirs  ui  French,  and 
three  thoufand  in  Engliih,  confident,,  from  the 
advice  he  had  received,  that  the  Queen  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  be  publifhed,  though  I  con- 
ftantly  reprefented  to  him  the  vanity  of  this 
perfuafion;  particularly  as  he  had  pofleffed 
the  Government  with  the  conduft  and  beha- 
viour of  De  Calonne,  who  being  in  pofleflion 
of  the  original  Memoir,  might  render  it  public 
whenever  he  thought  proper. 

.  *  i 

Such 
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Such  being  the  ftate  of -the  cafe,  how  could 
he  hope  that*  Government  would  make  any 
terms  with  us  j  the  Queen  would  never  be  in^ 
duced  to  liften  to  our  proportions;  while  this 
Memoir  might  be  laid  before  the  Public  by  De 
Calonne.  It,  indeed,  never  accorded  with  my 
fentiments  to  enter  into  any  pecuniary  negotia- 
tion with  the  Government  $  the  only  thing  I 
had  at  heart  was  the  vindication  of  my  honor  3 
and  had- 1  been  left  to  my  own  direction,  nei- 
ther fceptres  or  crowns  fhould  purchafe  mf 
filence.  But  M.  de  la  Motte  would  reafon  thus 
— If  the-  Government  fhould  interfere  to  ftop 
the  publication  of  your  Memoirs,  the  Public 
eye,  which  is  now  fixed  upon  you,  when  they 
fee  that  you  have  affluence  and  fortune,  will 
judge  that  you  have*received  this  from  Govern- 
ment,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  injuries  you 
have  fuftained,  and  thus  you  will  be  fufiiciently 
juftified. 

Such  were  the  counfels  my  hufband  received 
from  thofe  who  termed  themfelves  his  friends, 
while  mine  were  reje&ed.  Alas  !  too  plainly 
I  forefaw  our  mutual  misfortunes ;  too  clearly 
did  I  fee  them  rapidly  advancing,  and  chacing 
us  even  at  our  heels — but  my  hufband  would 

not 
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not  Men.  Oh,  lflconfideratc  youpg  man ! — 
Could  neither  thy  addrefs,  thy  virtue,  thy  fenfi- 
bility,  thy  amiable  difpofition,  thy  humanity, 
thy  generality,  favc  thee  from  deftruftion? — • 
Alas !  they  confpired  to  precipitate  thy  ruin. 
Pofleffed  of  thefe  virtues,  thou  wert  blind  to 
the  machinations  which  were  in  agitation 
againft  thee  j  and  thou  couldft  not  perceive  that 
man,  formed  like  thyfelf  as  to  exterior,  fhould 
be  fo  unlike  thee  in  heart;  thy  appearance,  thy 
virtues  invite  the  defigning  fharper,  who  difco- 
vers  thee  with  a  fingle  glance,  dives  into  the 
bottom  of  thy  heart,  and  marks  thee  as  Jus  cer- 
tain prey. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  M.  de  la  Motte  j  it  will 
not  therefore  be  matter  of  furprize  he  fhould  be 
fo  frequently  deceived/  Out  of  5000  French 
Memoirs,  he  diftributed  900  to  a  French  Hat- 
ter, of  the  name  of  Coup,  in  New  Bond- 
Street,  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  Englifh,  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  pamphlets,  French 
and  Englifh,  which  were  fold  at  the  different 
prices  of  a  guinea,  half-a-guinea,  and  a  crown, 
This  man  advanced  M.  de  la  Motte,  at  different 
times,  about  300  livres,  and  without  ever  hav- 
ing made  any  previous  demand  for  the  money, 

fince 


fince  he  well  knew  that  he  cduld  never*  pay 
the  money  he  was  indebted  to  M.  de  la  Motte ; 
but  he  was  perplexed  by  the  advice  of  M; 
de  la  Motte's  enemies;  and  one  day,  the  14th 
of  May,  in  the  abfence  of  my  hufband>  came 
himfelf,  at  the  head  of  half  a  dozen  of  bailiffs* 
and  lodged  an  execution  at  my  houfe,  in  Chef* 
ter-Place,  where  he,  for  tfte  firft  time,  told 
me  he  had  fufficient  authority ;  but  my  unfor- 
tunate huiband  had  never  mentioned  to  me  one 
word  abput  this  circumftance. 

This  was  another  difagreeable  attack;  and  I 
'law  my  houfe  and  furniture  fold  on  the  2 ill  of 
IVTay,  without  being  able  to  procure  any  ac- 
count from  this  man  of  the  books  he  had  fold, 
which  would  have  more  than  doubled  his  de- 
mand, as  there  were  a  great  many  people  who 
knew,  that  at  that  particular  jun&ure  the  fale 
of  thefe  books  muft  have  been  at  once  rapid 
and  extenjive.  He  had  even  the  meannefs  to 
put  an  execution  upon  4  or  500  Memoirs, 
which  remained  with  him,  which  were  fold  for 
only  fix  guineas,  and  which  were  fold  again 
.by  the  purchafeps  at  2s.  6d.  and  3s.  each.*— 
Many  perfons  there  were  wprthy  of  credit,  who 
have  been  told  by  this  Coup,  that  he  fold  a 

great 


great  many  of  our  Memoirs ;  and  he  faid  the 
fame  at  my  hbufe,  when  I  defired  him  to  give 
In  his  account,  that  v/e  might  have  a  balance 
ftruck,  which  would  be  fatisfaftbry  to  me  and 
my  creditors,  who  would  btherwife  believe  that 
I  received  much  money,  and  that  it  was  not 
iny  inclination  to  pay  them. 

I  gave  inftru&lons  to  my  attoriiey  to  fiimmoh 
b  meeting  of  my  creditors;  that  they  might 
themfelves  judge  of  niy  conduit ;  at  which  ho* 
nejl  Mr.  Goup  thought  proper  to  put  in  ah 
execution  inftead  of  giving  an  anfwer*  which 
he  well  knew,  would  be  fo  much  againfl:  him- . 
felf ;  and  by  thefe  means  none  of  my  creditors 
have  been  fatisfied; 

I  have  ptevioiifly  obferved  that  Coup  had 
oijly  900  of  thefe  Memoirs  in  his  pdffeflion, 
bf  which  5600  had  been  printed.  I  procfeed  to 
mention  what  became  of  the  remaining  ones; 
My  credulous  hufband;  profufe  of  confidence, 
flotwithftanding  he  had  been  formerly  deceived 
by  a  rtian  who,  pretending  to  be  a  capital  mer~  . 
chant*  found  means  to  engage  M.  de  \£  Motte 
to  truft  him  with  thefe  Memoirs,  as  well 
French  as  Engliih,  which  he  \yould  difpofe  of 

Von,  IL  U  •-  i* 
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in  merchandize  to  his  correfpondents,  in  dif- 
ferent countries,  from  whence  he  fhould  in  a 
fhort  time  receive  remittances. 

• 
M.  de  la  Motte,  though  formerly  deceived, 
yet  gave  him  his  confidence,  and  delivered  to 
him  909  French  Memoirs,  valued  at  a  guinea 
^ach  ;  389  Englifh  at  half  that  fum  3  and  De- 
tection, or  Scourge,  for  Calonne ;  and  for  all 
of  which  we  never  received  a  farthing.    This 
man's  wife,  upon  whom  I  took  fome  pity,  re- 
mained in  my  houfe  during  the  time  of  the 
execution,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  ren- 
dering me  fervice.     Alas !  what  fervice  did  (he 
render  me !  Small  miniature  paintings  of  great 
value  ;  fome  valuable  articles,  to  the  amount  of 
40  or  50  guineas,  fhe  put  into  her  pocket ;  and 
when  I  reclaimed  thefe  effe&s,  fhe  made  me  a 
moll  audacious   and  impertinent  reply,   that 
when  M*  de  la  Motte  fhould  pay  them,  they 
would  then  give  an  account — unparalleled  au- 
dacity of  thefe  wretches,  whofe  own  mifery  and 
poverty  fhould.  have  taught  them  more  of  feel- 
ing and  humanity.     Ungrateful  return  from 
thofe,  who  when  unable  to  pay  their  lodging, 
or  procure  the  common  neceffarics  of  fubfift- 
ence,  and  involved  in  every  concomitant  mi- 
fery 
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fery  that  can  -affllft  human  beings,  I  have  af- 
fifted  with  wine  and  money,  and  a  variety  of 
other  neceflaries  $  yet  have  thefe  people  the  auda- 
city, forfboth,  to  palm  thcmfelves  upon  the 
fcredulous  as  people  of  property.  This  is  the 
reebmpence  I  have  received  for  my  kindnefs  j 
but  againft  their  injuftice  I  have  no  remedy  $ 
fchey  have  no  property ;  and  I  am  heartily  fick 
of  having  any  bufmefs  with  attornies,,  who 
have  already  had  too  much  to  do  with  my  un- 
fortunate hufbandi  who  was  always  a  lofer; 

In  the  mean  time,  fi*  or  fcven  others,  who 
were  confiderably  indebted  tb  my  hufband,  have 
fconftantly  evaded  coming  to  any  fettlement  5  arid 
when  they  have  been  requefted,  they  have  con- 
tinually (hut  their  doors  againft  me.  Thus 
have  I  been  uniformly  harafled,  and  unable  to 
irecoVer  my  light. 

Mr.  Ridgway,  who  was  the  Publifhcr  of  all 
thefe  Memoirs,  had,  upon  fuppofition,  about 
400 ;  he  fold  them  for  about  180  livres  fterling ; 
thefe  were  about  80  livres  expence.  I  have 
fcarce  received  above  100  pieces,  and  I  have  re- 
maining of  8000,  800  French  and  300  En~ 
glifli,  for  which  I  have  received  no -money. 

U  2  Iain 
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I  am  fearful  that  this  minute  and  unintereft* 
ing  detail  will  tire  the  patience  of  my  Reader  > 
but  I  conceived  it  a  duty,  in  juftification  of  my 
husband,  and  in  vindication  of  myfelf,  to  give 
fome  fmall  proofs  to  fhew,  that  if  we  have 
been  unfortunate,  we  have  not  been  difhoneft. 
If  we  "have  fallen  among  thieves  who  have 
ftripped  us  of  all  we  had;  among  fharpers* 
who,  availing  themfelves  of  my  husband's  cre- 
dulity, and  of  our  diftrefled  circumftances,  have 
fattened  upon  our  deftrudtion,  and  deprived  us 
of  the  means  of  fatisfying  the  demands  of  our 
injured  creditors ;  we  fhall  furely  be  entitled  to 
the  pity  of  the  humane,  who  will  join  with  us 
in  lamenting  that  our  honed  intentions  arc 
great,  while  our  ability  is  nothing. 

I  forget  my  own  mis'fortunes,  while  I  reflect 
on  the  lofles  I  may  innocently  have  occafioned 
to  others ;  fome  of  whom  may  poffibly  fuppofe 
that- 1  would  not  be  honeft  if  I  had  the  ability. 
This  imputation  tears  my  heart ;  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  goodnefs  of  my  intentions,  I 
now  guide  my  pen,  that  the  profits  refiilting 
from  the  publication  of  this  work  may  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  difciiarge  of  my  husband's 
creditors;  that  they  may  derive  comfort  from 

this 
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this  record  of  my  misfortunes,  and  that  even  my 
miferies  may  be  advantageous  to  others. 

In  the  month  of  April  my  husband  took  his 
departure  for  France;  and  after  having  run 
through  different  countries,  he  arrived  at  Paris 
on  the  1 8th  of  Auguft;  while  I  remained  in 
England,  in  patient  refignation,  to  await  what- 
ever deftination  the  wifdom  of  Providence 
fliould  allot  me  $  but  one  misfortune  fcarcely 
difappeared  when  another  inftantly  arofe.  Such 
has  Wn  uniformly  my  deftiny  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  life. 

Very  foon  after  this  execution  was  levied' 
againft  me,  my  fervant  Angelica,  who  had  got 
into  bad  company,  was  advifed  to  fue  for  her 
wages,,  and  perfuaded  to  fiie  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  guineas.  She  applied  to  an  attorney, 
who  threatened  me  with  an  arreft.  I  had  given 
her  a  certificate  of  her  chara&er  and  qualifica- 
tions ;  and  as  (he  is  well  able  to  work,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  (he  might,  nay,  fhe  fince  has 
been  able  to  procure  a  very  good  place  5  for  her 
I  have  done  already  much ;  as 'much  more  as  I 
can  do,  confident  with  her  circumftances  and 
mine,  I  am  alfo  ready  to  do ;  and  I  am  forry 
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to  remark  that  fome  perfons  have  availed  them? 
felves  of  this  girl's  fimplicity,  to  ferye  inter 
reftdd  purpofes,  and  make  her  an  inftnjment  to 
diftrefs  her  miftrefs.  God  forgive  thofe  whom 
I  ipeak  of,  for  I  will  not  dignify  the  unworr 
thinefs  of  thefe  wretches  by  mentioning  their 
names,  though  public  contempt  would  natu- 
rally follow, 

.  AH  my  creditors  deferve  my  attention  $  but, 
do  they  know,  that  nothing  could  give  me  fo 
much  transport  as  the  idea  of  being  able,  from 
a  point  of  honour,  for  by  that  alone  I  am 
bound  to  the  difcharge  of  my  debts.  As  fuch 
are  the  r$al  fentiment?  of  my  foul,  I  cannot 
help  deprecating  the  want  of  candour  of  thof^ 
who  advife  even  my  very  fervants  to  exert  their 
utmoft  to  infult,  and  perplex  me. 

Alas !  I  have  no  fecret  refources,  nor  means 
fufficient  to  fupport  even  the  exigencies  of  ob- 
fcurity.  I  that  am  nobly  defcended,  that  have 
been  the  favorite  of  a  Queen,  that  have  balked 
in  the  funfhine  of  affluence,  and  felt  the  fmiles 
of  diftin&ion,  anj  now  nothing ;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  benevolence  of  fome  refpe&able 
chara&crs,  I  might  probably  be  reduced  to  the 

dire 
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dire  neceflity  of  returning  to  my  former  mean 
fituation,  of  imploring  the  charity  of  every 
paffing  ftranger.  One  of  thefe  ladies  whom  I 
(peak  of,  born  alfo  unfortunate,  was,  by  the 
reverfe  of  fortune,  by  the  troubles  of  her  pa- 
rents, neceflitated  to  withdraw  from  where  fhe 
lived,  and  where  they  poffefled  a  noble  eftate,' 
and  come  over  to  England,  dependent  for  fupport 
on  the  precarious  fubfiftence  her  own  induftri- 
ous  exertions  might  afford. 

This  kind  friend,  who  was  above  a  year  and 
a  half  with  me  in  th«  fame  convent,  when  we 
were  both  infinitely  happier,  by  chance  met  me 
in  England.  We  were  both  unfortunate,  and 
my  fituation  and  our  former  friendfhip,  in- 
duced her  to  render  me  all  the  fervices  of  a 
worthy  and  generous  friend.  It  is  thus  that 
Providence  has  never  totally  abandoned  me; 
but  has  conftantly  fweetened  the  bitter  cup  of 
Mifery^  of  which  I  have  drank  fo  deep,  with 
f  fome  cordial  drops  of  confolatjon,  which,  has 
prolonged  my  days,  and  enabled  me  to  go 
through  my  hiftory ;  in  which  I  hope  to  leave 
an  example  of  patience  and  refignation,  in  fup- 
porting  the  ills  of  life. 

U  4.  What 
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What  may  be  my  deftiny,  what  futurity  may 
bring  forth,  I  cannot  tell  -,  but  it  is  to  me  3, 
comfortable  reflection,  that  this  country  is  an 
afylum  from  the  perfecution  of  my  enemieSj 
and  that  its  inhabitants  are  generous  and  im- 
partial. £  For  me  the  bleflings  of  life  have  np 
tgfte  5 1  have  found  its  pleafujres  evanefcent,  and 
ifcTwoes  fevere.  »^I  have  but  one  wifh,  the  mofl; 
ardent  3eSre  of  my  heart ;  it  is  to  fee  my  un- 
fortunate husband  reinstated,  and  reftored  tq 
his  right,  fo  moft  ijnjuffcly  with-held ;  and  that 
the  nation  of  whom  he  demands  juftice  will 
deign  to  hear  his  defence  without  that  partiality 
which  formerly  diigraced  their  cfecifipi). 

I  hope  in  Heaven,  that  thefe  unjuft  laws 
may  be  aboliflied,  that  the  King  will  baniflj 
every  fpecies  of  abufe,  and'  that  he  will  make 
his  kingdom  the  refidence  of  juftipe.  Oh, 
Prince,  abufed  by  evil-minded  courtiers,  if 
thou  haft  at  heart  the  good  of  thy  people^  exert 
thyfejf  for  the  advantage  of  thy  realm— See  p 
with  thine  own  eyes,  hear  with  thine  own 
ears,  and  fpurn  with  indignation  thofe  lettres 
de  cachet  which  haw  poifoned  the  afFeftions  of 
thy  people,  which  have  been  the  deftru&ion  of 
fo  many  ancient  and  honourable  families,  fulT 
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lied  the  juftice  of  thy  laws,  and  even  (hook  the 
pillars  of  thy  throne. 

Is  it  necefiary  to  paint  to  the  Eqglifti  Reader 
the  pernicious  confequences  of  thefe  odious  let- 
tres  de  cachet  to  raife  his  indignation  ?  Alas ! 
the  evils  are  fo  numerous,  fo  extenfive,  that  I 
fcarce  lyiow  where  to  begin.  I  fhall,  therefore, 
only  (lightly  glance  at  one  or  two  inftances 
that  have  come  within  my  own  knowledge,  to 
gratify  th^t  curiofity  which  I  may  have  in  fome 
degree  excited—they  are  circumftances  which 
will  at  tonce  affeft  their  fenfibility,  and  raife 
their  indignation. 

Some  years  ago,  in  the  parifh  of  Saint  Sul- 
pice,  lived  the  widow  of  old  Dii  Gue  Merrier, . 
about  34  years  of  age;  flie  was  left  without 
any  child,  and  with  an  ample  fupport.  This 
woman  was  frequently  vifited  by  the  Abbe  du 
Pleffis.  In  this  fame  houfe  lodged  a  poor  fa- 
mily of  the  fame  name,  confiding  of  a  Cheva- 
lier of  St.  Louis,  his  wife  &nd  five  children, 
all  of  whom  lay  on  the  ftraw ;  this  poor  Knight 
having  only  a  penfion  of  eight  Louis  to  fup- 
port  the  dignity,  of  his  order,  and  the  more  pref- 
£ng  and  immediate  claims  of  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren. 
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dren.  M.  lc  Gris,  a  worthy  prieft  of  the  fame 
parifh,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  perfonally  enT 
quiring  into  the  circumftances  of  the  diftrefled, 
and  feconding  his  enquiries  by  charitable  and 
generous  donations,  every  month  took  a  com? 
plete  lift  of  all  the  poor  in  that  parifhu 

As  this  benevolent  man  was  one  day  in  queft 
of  a  poor  family  whom  he  had  long  fupported, 
he  miftook  the  houfe,  and  opening  the  door  of 
the  apartment,  furprized  the  Chevalier,  his  wife 
and  children,  all  together  *  upon  the  ftraw.— ? 
Struck  with  compaflion  at  the  fight,  he>  apolo- 
gized for  his  miftake,  and  departed  -,  but  ftilj 
the  fcene  which  had  fo  affefled  him  was  pre- 
fent  to  his  mind.  This  worthy  man  did  not 
reft,  till,  by  minute  enquiries,  he  had  afcer- 
tained  the  circumftances  of  this  diftreffed  fa- 
mily ;  and  the  next  day  gave  25  Louis  to  the 
Abbe  du  Pleffis,  who  was  chrged  with  the  duty 
tif  vifiting  in  one  of  the  quarters  of  the  parifh, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Chevalier  $  but  the  Abbe  du 
Pleffis  difappointed  the  charitable  intention  of 
the  donor,  and  inftead  of  giving  this  fum  to 
the  poor  Chevalier,  prefented  it  to  his  miftrefs, 
La  Merciere,  at  whole  expence  he  had  been 
frequently  entertained. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Abbe  Ie  Gris,  believing 
Jt  his  duty  to  make  a  fecond  vifit  to  this  poor 
family,  whom  he  now,  from  his  generofity, 
expe&ed  to  find  more  comfortable;  snd  a£tu- 
ated  by  the  wifh  of  enjoying  that  pleafure 
which  a  good  heart  feels,  in  being  a  fpe&ator 
of  that  happinefs  it  communicates  to  others, 
this  worthy  Abbe  was  not  a  little  aftonifhed  to 
find  this  family  in  the  fame  diftrefs,  and  more 
$o  at  learning  that  they  had  received  -nothing 
from  jfhe  baft  Abbe^u  Pleflis, 

-The  Chevalier  fje  St.  Louis  recolle&ing  that 
lljcre  was  in  the  houfe  a  perfon  of  the  fame 
name,  concluded  that  the  Abbe  muft  have  made 
a  miftake ;  but  jVl-  !e  Gris  was  perfuaded  it  muft 
have  been  intentional  \  he  accordingly  inftantly ' 
£t  put  in  queft  of  the  Abbe  du  Pleffis,  whom 
he  afked  if  he  had  given  the  25  Louis  to  that 
poor  family?  This  villain,  with  unblufhing 
impudence,  inftantly  replied  that  he  had,  and 
to  corroborate  his  aflertion,  produced  a  receipt 
figned  du  Gue.  The  pious  M.  Ie  Gris  was  de- 
ceived, and  not  a  little  exafperated  at  the  poor 
Chevalier,  whom  he  fufpe&ed  to  be  guilty  of 
fuch  deceit. 


In 


In  the  mean  time,  this  villain  du  Pleflis* 
fearful  of  being  difcovered,  hurries  away  to  the 
Police,  to  the  houfe  of  one  Clement,  an  Ex- 
empt of  that  department,  and  his  acquaintance, 
who,  with  the^fliftance  of  the  Secretary,  in- 
ftaatly  prepared  a  lettre  de  cachet  againft  the 
unfortunate  Chevalier;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  Exempts  of  the  Police  were  let  flip  in 
purfuit  of  their  prey.  But  Providence  miracu- 
loufly  interfered  ;  it  fortunately  happened,  that 
while  this  plot  was  hatching  the  good  Abbe 
le  Gris  difcovered  the  treachery  of  du  Pleflis  5 
he  did  not  however  fuffer  his  indignation  to 
get  the  better  of  his  underftanding ;  he  was  re- 
folved  to  have  good  proof  to  warrant  his  con- 
du&  ;  he  firft  went  to  M.  du  Gue,  and  defired 
to  fee  fome  of  his  writing,  from  which  he  was 
convinced  that  the  Chevalier  had  not  figned  thgi 
receipt ;  he  next  had  the  precaution  to  go  to  th* 
widow  du  Gue  Merciere,  whom  he  obliged  to 
confefs  the  whole,  that  the  Abbe  du  Pleflis  had 
given  her  25  Louis,  but  that  fhc  had  given  him 
no  receipt. 

Armed  with  thefe  indonteftible  proofs  of  the 
villainy  of  du  Pleflis,  the  good  Abbe  du  Gris 
haftened  to  relieve  the  -unfortunate  Chevalier 

from 
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Irani  the  imminent  danger  which  threatened 
him.  He  inftantly  took  a  coach,  which  con- 
veyed him  to  the  Police,  where  the  Secretary 
hjjjbrmed  him,  that  the  Exempts  of  the  Police 
were  then  almoft  at  the  houfe,  to  conduft  the 
poor  Chevalier  to  the  prifon.  ,  Upon  the  in- 
formation of  the  good  Abbe,  the  Secretary  dif- 
patched  a  meffenger,  who  found,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  ftreet,  the  poor  Chevalier  du  Guc 
in  a  hackney-coach,  going  to  bo  conveyed  for 
life  to  the  Bicetres;  % 

*Jhe  good  Abbe  inftantly  harfcned  to  the  re- 
lief of  his  difconfolate  wife,  whom  he  found 
ftretched  out  upon  the  ft  raw,  and  fainting, 
with  her  children  weeping  round  her;  it  was 
a  pi&ure  that  would  intereft  a  heart  of  ftone. — ■ 
The  Abbe  le  Gris  needed  not  a  fcene  fo  tragic 
to  intereft  his  feelings  ;  he  was  ftruck  at  the 
fcene ;  but  the  pleafure  he  enjoyed  at  converting 
the  houfe  of  Milery  into  tl)e  abode  of  Happi- 
nefs,  can  only  be  felt  by  thofe  poffeffed  of 
equal  fenfibility.  This  good  man,  charged  like 
a  meffenger  from  Heaven  with  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy,  raifed  the  difconfolate  wife,  com- 
forted the  weeping  children,  and  had  the  un- 
fpeakable  fatisfaftion  of  reftoring  a  father  and  a 

huiband, 
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hufband,*  not  only  to  lifej  but  the  means  of  en- 
joying it  *,  for  the  generous  Abbe  exceeded  the 
narrow  bounds  of  fimjile  charity,  and  aug- 
mented the  penfion  to  the  amount  of  700  H- 
Vres,  took  cafe  df  the  children,  and  three  years 
afterwards  bequeathed .  to  the  mother  and  her 
family  200  Louis* 


The  Abbe  du  Pleffis  was  chaced  out  of  the 
parifh  by^the  enraged  populace  *  but  without 
the  charitable  interference  of  the  Abbe  le  Gris, 
what  would  have  been  the  melancholy  cataf- 
trophe  ?— By  this  Very  lettre  de  cachet  the  inno- 
cent Chevalier  would  have  been  fconfined  for 
life  j  and  the  prop  which  ftfpptfrted  his  wife 
and  children  being  torn  away — that  wife,  thefe 
children — but  I  will  proceed  no  farther; 

The  Police  pays  no  attention  to  the  chara&er 
or  caufe  of  complaint  of  the  party  demanding 
the  lettre  de  cachet ;  it  is  enough  that  it  is  de- 
manded, whether  by  a  \alet  who  has  feme 
pique  againft  his  matter,  or  any  other  envious 
or  malicious  wretch,  who  chufes  to  gratify  the 
bafe  paflion  of  envy  or  malice.  The  prifons  of 
France  are  full  of  vi&ims. 


To 
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*To  mention  another  inftancer-The  Couri- 
tefs  de  Balby  was  difcovered  by  her  hulband  in 

too  great  intimacy  with  the  Marquis  de  J ^ 

M.  de  Balby,  naturally  paflionatCi  immediately 
drew  his  Tword  $  and.  Madame  de  Balby,  in  at- 
tempting to  hold  his  arm,  received  a  flight 
wound*  The  two  rivals  fought,  and  one  of 
them  was  (lightly  wounded.  The  next  day 
Madame  de  Balby  went  to  her  relations  with 
grievous  complaints,  and  every  body  thought 
fhe  would  be  fpiteful  enough  to  procure  a  lettrd 
de  cachet  to  confine  her  hufband ;  their  fuppo- 
iitions  were  well-founded  *  the  report  circulated 
through  Paris,  that  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a  lettre  de  cachet;  that  even 
Monsieur  would  make  it  his  own  bufinefs*  - 

M*  de  Balby  hearing  of  this*  very  fortunately 
niade  his  efcape  to  the  houfe  of  Madam  Bufly> 
his  fitter,  where  he  was  difcovered  fix  months 
after,  and  condufted  to  Les  Peres  de  St.  La* 
zare  ;  where,  as  foon  as  he  was  a  little  reco- 
vered, he  was  tranfported  to  Les  Peres  de  la 
Charite,  at  Charenton;  from  whence,  about 
fix  months  after,  he  recovered  his  fenfes,  and 
found  means  to  efcape  over  the  wall.  Four 
months  after,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  re- 
taken, 


* 

taken,  and  fent  back  to  Salcuffi,  where,  thejf 
fay,  he  expired  in  a  paroxyfm  of  paflion.  This 
unnatural  conduft  of  Madam  de  Balby  did  not 
fail  to  create  her  a  number  of  enemies  ;  but  it 
was  not  her  unfortunate «hufband  enly  who  fell 
i.  viftim  to  the  arm  of  Power  $  numerous,  in- 
deed, beyond  the  narrow  fcope  of  my.  recollec- 
tion, are  thofe  who  have  groaned  unheard  un- 
der the  weight  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  di- 
rected, I  am  forry  to  fay,  by  the  machinations 
of  my  own  fex,  from  whofe  afperfions  even  my 
Own  chara&er  has  feverely  fuffered. 

All  the  four  cohvents  where  I  have  been  are 
crowded  with  thefe  unfortunate  womtfi,  wh6 
can  fcarce  tell  the  reafon  why  they  are  con*, 
fined  \  and  three  parts  of  them,  by  ruminating 
on  their  unfortunate  fituatioii,  Icife  then*  ferifes* 
and  abfolutely  become  idiots  < 

But  I  will  mention  anofhef  ihftaritc*  which 
came  within  my  own  knowledge,  during  my 
confinement  in  the  Salpetriere.  Within  thfe 
walls  of  this  hofpital,  which  was  formerly  des- 
tined for  the  reception  of  orphans,*  there  arc 
four  prifons ;  one  to  confine  proftitutes  ;  an- 
other, the  Salpetriere,  deftined  for  thofe  whfe 
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are  ttthfined  for 'life;  the  third,  whifch  t&ey 
term  the  prifoft?  and  the  fourth  a  houfe  of  cor-7 
reCtioni  In  this  prifon  are  confined  many  nn~ 
fortunate  wives*  who,  when  they 'become  bm> 
thenfotoe,  their  villainous  hufbands  have  no- 
thing more  to  do  than  to  procure  lettres'de  ca~ 
chet,  and  here  they  are  confined.  The  houfe 
of  correction  is  to  receive  thofe  children  who 
have  difobliged  their  parents;  as  well  as  thofe 
unfortunate  girls 'whom  the  officers  of  tlie  Po* 
lice  think  proper  to  fend  thither;  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  malignant  applications  eil£«Jr  of 
fervants,  or  the  Exempts  of  the  Police,  who 
have  an  antipathy  to  any  of  their  female  neigh* 
bours. 

Some  are  pror  girls  of  different  hofpitals 
Who  are  fuppofed  to  have  caballed  againft  their 
confeflbrs.  Priefts,  who  under  a  fpecious  veil  of 
religion,  have  confpired  again#  thefe  unfortu- 
nate females.  But  to  give  a  flight  hint,  in  or- 
der to  fhow  how  the  fubjedts  of  Frande  are  fufr* 
fervient  to  the  arbitrary  principles  of  Minifters 
of  State,  and  the  ahitnofity  and  envy  x>f  Prieft$, 
who  are  at  the  bottom  of  all  rfrifchief,  I  (hall 
beg  leave  to  relate  the  following  inftanceN;  ' 
*       •    .  ■  •*  •       .    * 
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A  yoxmg  woman  of  Saint  Denis,  tall  an4 
elegantly  proportioned,  was  patronized  warmly 
by  the  virtuous  JVfedam  Neckar,  who,  being  an 
orphan  on  both  *  fides,  charitably  took  care  of 
her  during  her  infancy  *  and,  after  having  given 
her  a  vejry  good  education,,  placed  her,  when 
about  thp  age  of  fixteen,  as  femme  de  chambre 
to  Madame.  Such  recommendation  from  Ma- 
dam Neckar,.  fuch  countenance  as  fhe  received 
from  Madame,  added  to  her  youth  arid  beauty, 
excited  a.  moft  incredible  jealoufy  and  animofity 
amongft  the  other  femmes  de  chambre  towards 
this  poor  young  creature,  whofe  fuperior  ac- 
compEftiments  rendered  her  an  objedi:  of  envy ; 
they  confpired  together,  and  devifed  every  pof- 
fible  means  to  remove  her,  by  ruining  her  cha- 
racter in  th^  eftimation  of  Madame,  They 
began  by  infiiiuating  that  (he  liftened  eagerly  to 
the  ple^fantries  and  careffes  of  the  Comte  d'Ar- 
tois  5  at  another  time,  that  fhe  was  encircled 
by  the  King's  guards.  Difappointed,  however, 
in  thefe  efforts, ,  and  finding  that  their  infinua- 
tions  made  vlo  impreflion  on  Madame,  their 
malignity  was  redouble^  y  and,-  determined  at 
;&U  evpnts  upon  her  ruin,,  they  contrived  to  write 
many  anonymous  letters  againfl:  Madame, 
which  they  placed  upon  her  toilet  *  and  taking 
*..■•„/  •-  advantage 
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#  fekaiitdge  of  the  innocent  vl&im,  they  ttnank 
taoufly  accufed  Mademoifelle  Alexandrienne,  the 
favourite  of  Madame  Neckar,  as  the  writer  of 
thefe  letters.  MadAMe  caitied  thefe  complaints 
to  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  without  mentioning 
her  name  pofitively,  but  that  her  femmes  dc 
chambre  had  fufpe&ed  hei1,   . 

This  poor4  girl,  acquainted  with  what  hid 
paired,  and  greatly  terrified,  coqfulted  her  ene-* 
mies,  thefe  femmes  de  chambre,  on  what  was 
beft  to  be  done.  Thefe  harpies  afFe&ed  to  pity 
her  fituation  j  and  they  fo  far  fucceeded,  that 
Madame,  who  had  been  very  fond  of  her,  de- 
termined to  fend  her  back  to  her  relations  at 
Saint  Dennis.  "  Never  mind,"  faid  thefe  falfe 
ones,«"  the  ftorm  will  foon  blow  9ver>  and  Ma-* 
dame  will  forget  all." 

This  poor*  girl  went*  away  iii  the  month  of 
July,  and  wrote  letters  inceflaritty  to  her  falfei 
friends,  the  femmes  de  chambre,  whom  fhe  in- 
nocently'expe&cd  would  exert  their  infliience 
to  reinftate  her  m  the  good  opinion  of  Ma- 
dame. At  length  fhe  received  a  letter  defiling 
her  appearance  at  Fontalnbjcau,  ta  explain 
herfelf  relative  to  what  had  pafled,  at  the  toe 
-  ••*  X  a  time 


time  encouraging  and  perfbading  her  that  aito 
would  be  for  the  beft. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  deceitful  epiftle,  fhe 
came  with  confidence  to  Fontainbleau,  and, 
ftipe&ing  nothing,  went  to  the  Baron  de  Bre- 
teuil,  who  Mened  to  her  ftory,  and  pretended 
to  reafon  with  her  and  fpeak  kindly.  "There/" 
faid  he,  "  there  is  a  letter  to  the  Governefs  of 
~„   *  Convent,  to  which  my  Secretary  will  accom- 
pany you  j   Mapamb    is   not   yet  recovered 
'  from  the  impreffion  flie  has  againft  you,  but 
if  the  Superior  to  whom  I  now  fend  you  fhali 
approve  of  your  behaviour,  of  which  J  fliall 
%  take  care  to  inform  myfelf,  I  will  prefent  her 
letter  to  Madame,  who  will  not  fail  to  rein* 
ftate  you  in  her  good  graces/* 

The  poor  innocent  unfufpe&ing  vi&im, 
deceived  by  his  fallacious  promife,  and  even 
pleafed  with  the  ideaUettqr  of  recommendation* 
was  con^iifted  to  the  Hofpital,  which  (he  took 
for  a  convent,  and  delivered  her  letter,  which 
was  to  the  following  purport  r 

"I  recQpimend  to  you,  Madam  Superior,  this 
•     jf  poor  £irl,  whom  I  fend  by  jny  Secretary/ 

"■  '    '  '    "~  ."-■'  This 
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f  This  Secretary  was  however  known  by  Ma- 
clam  Vi&oir  as  an  Exempt  of  the  Police,— 
*'  .Very  well/'  replied  (he  to  the  Exempt,  and 
called  lifter  Martha,  who  is  Superior  to  the 
four  prffons.  This  poor  creature  was  then 
taken  to  the  horrid  houfe  of  corre£Hon,  where 
thefe  avaricious  lifters  ftripped  her  of  all  her 
cloaths,  and  dreffed  her  in  the  unfightly  habit 
of  this  horrible  prifon. 

-  I  was  myfelf  in  my  dungeon  upon  the  arri- 
val of  this  poor  innocent,  whofe  cries  pierced 
me  to  the  heart,  as  they  recalled  to  my  mind 
that  curfed  day  when  I  was  conducted  to  this 
<©clious  manfion;  but  my  reflections  were  yet 
more  embittered,  when  one  of  the  fillers,  who 
refpetted  and  repofed  almoft  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  me,  reeited  the  ftory  of  this  un- 
fortunate girl  -,  lhe  told  me  alfo  that  one  of  the 
lifters,  with  intent  to  compofe  her,  and  recon- 
cile her  to  her  condition,  remarked,  that  I, 
whom  every  body  fuppofed  to  be  innocent  and 
of  noble  birth,  was  confined  in  the  next  pri- 
Yon  for  my  life;  to  which  this  young  viftin* 
replied — "  The  misfortune  of  one  can  never 
cure  the  miferies  of  another/* 
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This  girl  was  very  poor  at  her  entrance  into 
this  prifon,  having  no  money,  nor  cloaths,  but 
what  fhe  had  upon  her  back,  and  was  obliged, 
as  a  tafk,  to  make  half  a  ftuft  every  day.—- 
About  fifteen  years  ago,  the  prifoners  ufed  to 
be  whipped  twice  a  day  ;  but  fome  pious  fifter 
abolifhed  this  barbarous  difcipline,  and  fubftL- 
tuted  that  of  working  at  the  needle,  If  they 
do  not  perform  the  talk  affigned,  the  Afters 
caufe  them  to  be  expofed  on  their  knees  with 
the  yellow  cornet,  in  the  midft  of  the  other 
prifoners  f 

This  poor  Alexandricnne  did  not  long  fur- 
vive  her  cruel  confinement,  but  died  in  March, 
1787,  a  fpeftacle  of  mifery,  preyed  on  by  the 
moft  wretched  diforders,  hunger  and  defpair  $ 
and  many  of  the  fillers  informed  me,  that  fhe 
has  reje&ed  her  confeflion,  not  being  able  to 
pardon  thofe,  who,  wearing  the  appearance  of 
women,  fingled  her  out  as  the.  dcfencelefs  vie* 
tim  of  their  jealoufy, 

In  this  fame  Houfe  of  Corre&ion  is  another 
woman,  of  3  very  amiable  charafter,  who  alfo 
^ttradted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Tillet ;  ifhe  has 
had  the  offer  of  going  to  a  convent,  which  fhq 

jrejedted 
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reje&ed,  choofing  rather  to  do  penance  with 
the  other  penitents  in  this  Houfe  of  Corre<£ 
tion.-  This  woman  is  of  a  fweet  difpofition, 
and  of  manners  engaging  and  attra&ive ;  Jier 
hufband,  confined  in  the  Bicetres,  has,  through 
the  kind  and  earneft  interceflions  of  M.  Tillet, 
been  removed  from  his  firft  dungeon,  where 
he  was  almoft  up  to  his  neck  in  water,  and  that 
during  the  Winter  feafon. 

I  know  that  thefe  inftances  of  barbarity, 
which  I  have  juft  recited,  will  ftagger  the  be- 
lief, and  excite  the  indignation  of  the  Englifh 
Reader :  he  will  fcarce  believe  that  the  French/ 
who  pafs  for  a  polite,  fenfiblc,  and  humane 
people,  can  be  guilty  of  fuch  enormous  in- 
juftice,  fuch  faVage  barbarity !— Alas !  what  I 
have  related  is  a  relation  of  fimple  fa&s,  too 
well  authenticated  to  admit  of  doubt  $  and  in 
this  country  of  France,  fo  poliftied,  fb  humane, 
we  were  furrounded  on  all  fides  with  dungeons , 
ready  to  fwallow  us  up,  with  engines  of  op- 
predion  too  formidable,  too  ftrong  for  indi- 
viduals to  refift,  and  which  required  the  whole 
force  of  a  nation,  glorioufly  ftruggling  in  the 
caufe  of  human  nature,  to  combat,  and  ?v$n- 
fually  deftroy, 

X  4  0ne 
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One  ,word  more  concerning  the  opprobrious- 
ipjuftice  of  lettres  de  cachet,  and  I  fhall  drop 
the  fubj$£t  I  had  been  fcarce  a  week  in.  the 
Baftile,  when  M.  de  la  Motte's  After,  Madame 
de  la  Tour,  hearing,  of  my  unexpe&cd  deten- 
tion, waited  upon  M .  de  Launay  at  his  houfe, 
and  enquired  if  fhe  could  not  be  permitted  to 
fee  me  *  the  Governor  advifed  her  to  wait  upon 
the  Minifter,  M.  de  Brettuil  j  fhe  was  fcarce 
departed,  when  this  very  Governor  difpatched 
two  Exempts  of  the  Police  to  follow  her  clofe 
tp  the  Hotel  de  St.  Efprit,  in  the  ftreet  of  St, 
AntQii&e,  not  a  great  diftance  from  tfye  Baftile^ 
wijo.vfeiU  they  came  to  conduft  her  thither  to 
fcinlfe  5  (he -believed,  and  followed  them  $  when 
upon,  her; Arrival,  my -unfortunate  fifter found 
the:  doors  fliut.  and  bolted  upon  her,  without 
any  caxife/affi'gncd. 

jn  two  or  three  days  after  this,  Madame  de 
l^a  Tour  defired  to  fpeak  to  the  Governor,  of 
whom  fhe  demanded,  if  he  knew  on  what  ac- 
count (he  was  detained  in  the  Baftile  ?  He  re* 
plied,  "  that  he  knew  very  little  about  the  bii- 
(inefe  of  his  prifoners*  that  he  had  orders  to 
receive  them,  and  that  was  all-"  This  was  all 
the  anfwer  my  unfortunate  lifter-in-law  could 

procure 
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procure  for  fix  months  confinement  in  the  B** 
flile,  where  fhe  would  probably  have  yet  re?  * 
mained,  but  for  the  advice  of  the  King's  Lieu- 
tenant, the  Chevalier  du  Puget,  who  recom- 
mended her  to  apply  to  M •  de  Cremar,  Inteft- 
dant  to  Monsieur.  During  her  confinement; 
her  hufband  and  her  three  children  were  almpft 
jnconfolable  for  her  lofs,  a*  a  better  mother, 
or  more  affe6tionate  wife,  perhaps  no  where 
billed. 

I  fhall  now  drop  this  fubjeft  with  this  fingle 
remark,  that  the  Baron  de  Breteuil  fought 
every  means  to  convince  the  Cardinal's  family* 
that  be  was  neither  my  friend,  nor  commanded 
by  the  Queen  to  a&  againft  the  Cardinal.—* 
For  me,  unprotected  and  alone,  if  the  Queen 
had  not  herfelf  interfered,  J  muft  have  inevi- 
tably perifhed,  If  I  could  have  conveyed  my 
fitualion  to  hfcr  Majefty,  who  is  yet  ignorant  of 
5*hat  palled,  furely  (he  would  not  have  fuffered 
me  to  have  been  thus  cruelly  treated ;  but  (he 
has  been  weak  and  irrefolute ;  (he  has  been  led 
aftray  by  thofe  vipers,  the  Polignacs,  who  trem- 
bled left  fhe  fliould  repofe  any  confidence  in  the 
Cardinal,  and  were  jealous  of  her  attachment  t<^ 
j»e.    1%  is  they,  ax*d  they  ?lone,  who  have  poi- 

foned 
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fbned  the  good  opinion  of  her  Majefty  againft 
the  Cardinal  and  her  confident. 

This  fudden  and  unexpe&ed  imprifonment 
of  my  (ifter-in4aw,  fo  intimidated  all  my 
friends,  that  they  fcarce  even  dared  to  vifit  her, 
not  even  M.  Doillet  $  (b  that  when  Madame  dc 
la  Tour  was  liberated  from  this  unjuft  captivity, 
(he  even  fcarce  dared  to  receive  M.  Doillet, 
whom  (he  told  how  very  much  Ihe  had  been 
jnortified,  for  only  prefenting  herfelf  at  the 
Baftile,  and  defiling  to  fee  me.  From  this  #ra 
Madame  de  la  Tour  never  dared  even  to  write 
me  a  letter ;  the  idea  of  the  Baftile  was  ever 
prefent  to  her  imagination  $  and  much  againft 
her  inclination  was  (he  reftrained  from  fulfil- 
ling thofe  natural  duties,  which  her  heart  as 
well  as  her  fituation  pointed  out  as  fuch  5  (he 
was  reftrained  from  diftinguifhing  her  brother 
and  his  wife  with  thofe  natural  marks  of  affec- 
tion which  (he  wifhed  to  pay ;  becaufe  by  fol- 
lowing the  diftates  of  Nature  in  one  fenfe, 
(he  riflced  the  fafety  of  her  hulband  in  the 
other  3  and  the  latter  was  the  ftrongcr  obliga- 
tion of  the  two.  Yet  it  was  not  Madame  de 
la  Tour  alone  j  many  other  friends,  whom  I 
had  patronized  in  the  day  of  profperity,  now 

all 
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«ll  avoided  me  as  a  peftilence~-my  name,  any 
communication  with  me,  was  abhorred  as  a 
contagion ;  but  I  will  fuppofe  that  fear,  and  the 
treatment  of  Madame  de  la  Tour,  produced 
this  change ;  for  I  will  not  believe  they  would 
$therwjf<?  have  forfaken  me  *  fuch  a  tormenting 
fuppofition  would  be  mingling  gall  in  my  cup 
of  mifery,  which  is  already  too-  much  filled 
with  bitternefs, 

I  wjfh  from  my  heart  I  could  with  propriety 
pafs  qver  the  conduft  of  fome  other  perfons,  as 
well  relations  as  apparent  friends,  whom  I  have 
raoft  'eflfentialty  ferved  5  and  who  ought,  there- 
fore, to  have  been  more  ftrongly  guided  by 
the  ties  of  gratitude,  though  they  will  not  now 
beftow  even  the  poor  confolation  of  a  Cngje 
line,' 

The  Englifh  are  much  deceived,  if  they  think 
thofe  warm  profeflions  of  attention  and  regard 
which  chara&eri^e  the  French  people,  have  fin- 
cerity  for  their  bafis.  But  why  fliould  I  make, 
a  diftinftion  which  every  man  of  the  wcrid 
muft  dgily  Qbferver^th<it  it  is  to  circumftarices 
alone,,  to  the  power  the  party  has  of  ohJligi  ng, 
that  they  conceive  him  worthy  their  acquaint- 
ance, 
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ance,  and  eftimate  the  perfon  only  as  he  feem$ 
neceffary  to  their  intereft.  Would  I  could  with 
truth  retraft  what  I  have  faid  5  but  I  have  ex- 
perienced the  truth  of  the  do£hine  of  that  great 
philofopher  the  Duke  de  Rochefoucault, €c  that 
felf-intereft  is  the  grand  principle  of  human 
aftion," 

Is  it  poffible  that  any  proof  cany  more  con- 
viftion,  or  be  ftronger  than  this  ?  And  could 
my  Judges  doubt  for  a  fingle  moment,  that 
there  were  intrigues  fubfifting  between  the  Car-i 
dTnal  and  the  Queen  ? — It  is,  furely,  impofiible. 
After  every  thing  that  pafled,  they  certainly 
fuppofed,  that  the  unfortunate  Valois  would 
be  fupported  by  the  Queen,  whom  fhe  had 
ferved  with  fo  much  refpeft  and  fidelity.  Can 
it  be  poffible  that  any  Judges,  who  were  men 
of  education,  in  their  profeffional  capacity, 
fhould  not  be  able  to  difcover  and  feparate  the 
confident  concatenations  of  Truth  from  the 
flimfy,  disjointed  allegations  of  Falfehood?-^ 
.1  cannot  believe  it;  however  they  might  ap- 
pear to  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  convi&ion* 
and.  fortify  their  ears  againft  the  voice  of 
Truth. 


Let 
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.  Xct  me  intreStf  my  Readers  for,  a  moment  to 
pay  attention  to  the  Cardinal's  own  petition  t<* 
the  Parliament,  that  they  would  fcan  his  con- 
duct impartially.    Should  they  accede  to  this 
r^queft,  fo  apparently  plaufible,  will  they  not 
find  the  moft  palpable  contradictions  ?   Will 
they  not  fee  the  Cardinal's  defence?   And  it 
certainly  will  be  remarked,  that  a  man, thus 
accufed  would  avail  himfelf  of  every  advantage 
his  fituation  and  circumftances  could   afford 
him.    Will  they  not  fee,  I  fay^  and  I  claim 
only  that  impartiality  which  the  Cardinal,  my 
accufer,  himfelf  demands — will  they  not  fee 
thofc  very  intrigues  between  the  Cardinal  and 
the  Queen  demonftrated  beyond  the  poflibility 
4t>i  a  doubt  ?  So  confiftent  is  truth ;  fo  difficult 
is  falfehood,  that  thofe  who  have  recoune  to  its 
fupport,  are  ever  involved  in  the  fhares  they 
are  moft  felicitous  to  fhun. 

Though  I  have  already  given  ample  proofs, 
and  more  than  are  neceflary  for  my  Justification, 
yet  as  fome  of  my  allegations  have  been  mif- 
underftood,  and  others  perverted,  even  by  my 
Judges,  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  I  hopel  fhall  be 
indulged  in  recapitulating  fome  of  the  moft 
glaring  incoftfifteacies.  * 

Th* 
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'  Hie  Cardinal  infifls  that  he  fent  the  Jefrfef- 
lers  with  a  concerted  letter  to  the  Queen,  to 
which  her  Majefty  replied,  ?c  What  would  thefe 
people  have  ?-^-Arid  further,  in  fpeaking  of  ao 
acknowledgments,  &c.  But  this  anfwer  pre- 
tending it  was  made  by  the  Queen-^-if,  as  the 
Cardinal  has  faidin  his  defence,  that  he  Had  na 
eorrefpondence  with  her  Majefty,  and  that  I 
was  fingly  charged  by  the  Queen  to  deceive 
him,  by  any  artifice  I  could  poffibly  fuggeft, 
yet  how  came#he  to  be  fo  eafily  deceived  in  fay- 
ing that  he  had  feen  the  Queen  in  the  park  of 
Verfailles.  I  would  then  afk  him  if  he  was 
really  in  his  proper  fenfes  to  believe  fuch  an 
abfurdity  ? — I  muft  further  afk,  refpe&ing  the 
anfwer  which  he  pretended  the  Queen  made,  if 
really  the  Cardinal  has  received  no  intelligence 
of  that  anfwer,  for  I  will  declare,  and  I  would 
declare  it  as  truth  to  the  laft  moment  of  my 
exiftence,  that  he  knew  it. 

But  for  a  moment  fuppofing  the  reverie,  is 
it  in  the  leaft  probable,  that  the  Cardinal's  con- 
fidence ftiould  not  have  been  fhaken  ?  Is  it  at 
at  all  conceivable,  if  I  had  told  him,  as  he 
has  infmuated,  that  I,  having  the  ftrorigeft 
apprehenfions  that  the  Queen  was  informed  1 

had 
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had  buzzed  it  abroad  that  I  had  interviews 
with  her,  and,  fearing  her  vengeance,  I  had 
entreated  that  I  might  be  concealed  at  his  houfe, 
with  which  his  natural  franknefs,  at  my  earneft 
requeft,  had  induced  him  to  comply,  is  it  not 
very  extrordinary  that  this  Cardinal,  tins  dupe 
of  my*  deception,  fhould  afford  an  afylum  in 
his  own  houfe  to  that  very  pcrfon,  whom,  ac- 
cording to  this  new  fabricated  ftory,  he  ought 
to  rejeft  and  punifh  ?  But,  on  the  contrary,  he 
takes  her  into  his  own  houfe>  as  the  beft  fecu- 
rity  for  her  fafety. 

His  friend  Caglioftro  then  comes  in  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  Cardinal.  "  I  affure  yoy, 
Prince,"  fays  this  mountebank,  "  that  you  are 
deceived  by  this  woman  -9  it  is  fhe  who  has  re- 
prefented  another  woman  for  the  Queen — Be- 
lieve me— ftate  that  to  the  Policp — that  woman 
is  certainly  guilty.  But  no,  the  Cardinal  was 
immoveable ;  be  could  not  perfuade  bimfelf^  that  a 
woman  whom  he  had  fo  Jignally  ferved,  could  pof- 
fibly  be  guilty  offuch  notorious  injujlice  againfi  her 
benefaSlor.     • 

• 
Let  us  now  examine  into  the  depositions  of 

Baflanges — Certainly \  be  depofes,  the  Countefs  de 

la 


la  Motte  was  the  mediMrioc  between  the  Cardinal 
and  the  Queen ;  that  the  Cardinal  tranfofled  no- 
thing but  through  her  agAicy.  Notwithstanding* 
this  abfolute  and  pofitive  depofition,  Baflanges 
afterwards  afks  the  Cardinal,  if  he  was  quite 
certain  that  I>  wjhto  was  the  perfpn  employed  by 
both  parties,  bad  not  deceived  them  both  ?  that  is 
Baffanges  and  the  Cardinal. 

But  (continues  the  Cardinal)  it  is  very  plain 
then  that  Baffanges  was  informed  by  Madame  de  la 
Motte  berfelf  that  Jhe  bad  interviews  with  the 
Queen,  and  that  Jhe  made  tbefrjt  overtures  towards 
the  negotiation.  But  there  is  yet  another  perfon 
who  comes  in  to  the  fupport  of  poor  Gaglioftro. 
The  Cardinal  knew  the  Queen's  atifwer  5  yet 
the  Cardinal  ftill  preferves  his  credulity ;  his 
confidence  is  not  in  the  lead  diminifhed;  he 
would  much  rathyr  believe  Madame  de  la  Motte  in- 
capable of  deceiving  him. 

Thefe  things  ought  not  to  have  efcaped  the 
attention  of  my  Judges.  What  follows  is  yet 
much  ftronger.  What  can  be  faifc  againft  jny^ 
hufband,  who  never  faw,  or  had  any  commu- 
nication with  •  the  Queen  ?  What  were  his 
fears.?  Why  did  the  .Cardinal  receive  Jum  fo 

cordially  ? 
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cordially  ?  J*Jay>  wty  *°  anxipufly  detain  him  ? 
And  why,  when  the  Cardinal  Was  apprized  by 
Baflanges  of  her  Majesty's  anfwer,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  and  he  cannot  fey  that  he" 
wanted  either  time  or  opportunity,  why  did  he 
not,  I  fey,  procure  the  Queen's  writing  to  con- 
front, and  the  letters  and  proofs,  that  it  might 
be  afcertained  whether  they  were  really  the 
Queen's  own  hand-writing. 

When  the  former*  feeing,  the  approbation* 
obferved  that  the  writing  was  counterfeit,  the 
Cardinal  repeated  the  feme.    Yet,  does  it  not 
appear  extremely  unaccountable,  after  all  thete 
accufations  which   the  Cardinal  has    lodged 
againft  me,  that  he  mould  not  only  take  me  into 
his  houfe,  but  alfo  my  hufband,  and  even  my 
femme  de  chambre,   and    that   my  hufband 
fhould  go  from  his  houfe,  after  having,  how- 
ever, as  they  pretend,  folicited  the  Cardinal  to 
fuffer  him  to  remain  there  j  and  that  as  foon 
as  he  could  make  his  efcape  from  the  Cardinal's 
Hotel,  where  confonant  to  the  counfels  of  his 
friend  Caglioftro,  he  was  detained  as  a  prifbntr* 
as  if  fearful  of  nothing,  he  ftioukj  appear  at 
the  Palais  Royale ;  that  he  fhould  dine  in  com- 
pany with  many  of  his  friends,  and  return  *o 
.  #Yot.IL  Y  "        fetch 
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fetch  me  from  the  Cardinal's  houfe?  My  femmc 
#e  chambre  was  already  at  my  houfe. 

Next  day  at  feven  in  the  afternoon,  the  6th 
of  Auguft,  three  days  before  my  detention,  the 
day  I  recovered  my  liberty,  I  took  an  airing  in 
my  coach  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to 
make  fome  purchafes,  walked  to  the  Palais 
Royale,  and  alfo  on  Saturday  at  noon.  I  re- 
ceived during  the  fhort  interval,  between  twelve 
and  feven  in  the  evening,  when  we  departed 
for  our  country  houfe,  at  Bar-fur-Aube,  no 
lefs  than  three  notes  from  the  Cardinal,  writ- 
ten with  a  pencil ;  notes  containing  the  kindeft 
enquiries,  and  many  complimentary  and  re- 
fpe&ful  expreffions,  which  were  preferved 
among  my  papers  at  the  Baftile. 

From  hence  it  will  plainly  appear  that  the 
Cardinal  was  not  alarmed  at  my  departure; 
fince  he  knew  very  well  that  I  had  a  country- 
houfe,  and  that  every  thing  which  Baffanges 
andCaglioftro  had  depofed,  was  preconcerted 
between  them,  that  they  might  be  all  in  the 
ifeme  ftory..  Surely  my  Judges  fhould  have 
•contrafted  the  uniformity  vof  my  allegations 
•with  the  -prevaricating  depofitions  of  my  oppo- 
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dents,  who  contradicted  each  other,  and  ad- 
vanced the  moft  palpable  abfurdities^ 

After  having  flightly  glanted  at  thcfe  contra- 
dictions, at  abfurdities  fo  palpably  incoherent, 
I  muft  notice,  that  though  fubmitted  to  the 
infpeftion  of  the  Affembly,  it  was  decided  that 
I,  a  poor,  weak,  and  defencelefs  female,  was 
the  fok  author  of  thefe  complicated  intrigues  ; 
and  I  have  undergone  the  punifhment  for  all  i 
it  was  fu^pofed  that  I  have  forged  all  the  let- 
ters between  the  Cardinal  and  the  Queen ;  that 
I  only  have  diminiflied  200,000  to    160,000 
livres  ;  that  I  have  contrived  to  pay   36,000 
for  the  intereft  in  the  month  of  July  ;  that  I 
Contrived  the  fcene  of  Oliva  in  tjie  garden ; 
that  I  alone  have  wrote,  or  caufed  to  be  writ- 
ten 200  letters  -,  and  laftly,  that  I  fliould  affirm 
I  would  bring  a  payment  to  the  Jewellers  the 
firft  of  O&ober  following.   Is  it  poffible  that  I 
could  fingly  have  managed  fuch  a  complicated 
intrigue ;  that  I  {hould  have  fo  long  carried  on 
toy  manoeuvres,  that  fo  many  perfons  fhould 
have  been  the  dupes  of  my  deception  ?   Yet, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  things,  if  I  had  been 
confcious  of  guilt,  is  it  not  extraordinary  that 
I  (hould  depart  in  Auguft  for  my  country 

Y  z  houfe. 
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houfe.  I  would  demand  what,  fuppofing  I  had 
really  been  guilty,  I  fhould  .have  been  inclin- 
able to  do  at  fuch  a  juncture  ?  And,  I  wqpid 
particularly  demand,  if  a  perfon  confeious  of 
any  degree  of  guilt,  would  wait  the  event  with 
fuch  manifeft  \uiconcern  ?  When  the  King's 
people  found  me,  notwtthftanding  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  Cardinal's  imprifonment  in 
the  Baftile,  fo  perfectly  indifferent,  fo  ready  to 
believe  the  ftory  they  told  me,  and  to  follow 
them  to  the  Baron  de  Breteuil's.  Had  I  been 
guilty,  I  could  not  for  a  moment  have  doubted 
the  purport  of  fuch  a  meffage,  the  truth  of 
which  my  hufband  alfo  believed,  becaufe  we 
were  alike  blanielefs.  He  alfo  refolved  to  ac- 
company me,  and  prepared  himfelf  for  that 
purpofe.  fits  cabriolet  even  was  then  ready 
and  in  waiting ;  but  he  is  not  fuffered  to  go — 
he  is  requefted  to  remain — the  people  of  the 
place,  might  have  fome  fufpiciens ;  and  to  prevent 
them  from  paying  any  attention  to  the  departure  of 
the  wife,  the  hufband  is  advifedto  remain,  to  wait 
the  return  of  his  wife,  who  would  not  be  detained 
at  farthefi  longer  than  four  days. 

.    Thus  we  find  the  hufband  was  never  fuf- 
.p.e£led  of  guilt,  yet  he  is  condemned ;  they  de- 
prive 
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prive  him  of  his  property ;  they  even  attempt 
to  affaffmate  him.  Injuftice — accumulated  in- 
juftice. This  appears  in  every  point  of  view ; 
for  every  perfon  knows  that  the  accufed,  the 
hufband  and  his  wife,  are  abfolutely  found 
at  their  country  houfe,  in  the  moft  perfedt  Se- 
curity, paying  vifits,  and  enjoying  their  cufto- 
mary  amufements ;  it  is  incontrovertibly  prov- 
ed, that  inftead  of  having  gone  abroad  with  the 
necklace,  as  fuggefted  in  the  infamous,  accusa- 
tion, they  arc  found  in  the  happinefs  of  do- 
meftic  fecurity,  and  unfufpe&ing  innocence,  at 
their  own  houfe. 

*« 
Had  we,  indeed,  tajten  that  advice  with 
which  Caglioftro  had  poifoned  the  Cardinal's 
good  under/landing ;  had  we  precipitately  ab- 
fconded,  our  flight  might  have  been  deemed  a 
prefumption  of  guilt,  or,  at  kaft,  given  a  co- 
lour for  fufpicion.  But  what  juftice  have  wa 
received ! — To  what  a  diftreffing  dilemma  are 
we  reduced ! — If  we  fly,  we  are  fufpe&ed  of 
guilt  j  and  if  we  ftay,  our  innocence  is  ftill 
doubted.  Under  fuch  unfortunate  circum- 
fiances,  even  if  error  has  guided  our  footfteps, 
wiirnot  candour  pardon  the  involuntary  of- 
fence? 

Y3  My 


i 
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My  hufband  offers,  nay,  begs  to  accompany 
his  wif&;  the  King's  people  refufe  this  juft  and[ 
natural  requeft ;  but  why  do  they  refufe  it  ?— 
They  are  afraid  the  intrigues  of  the  Court 
fhould  be  difcovered— his  prefence  is  not  necef- 
fary — his  abfence  is  requefted  $  and  for  this  the 
moft  plaufible,  though  fallacious  reafons  are 
given. 

In  the  mean  time,  rumors  are  induftrioufly 
circulated,  and,  difgrace  to  human  nature,  by 
his  own  relations !  But  the  objeft  pf  their  maT 
chinations  are  felf-cvident ;  they  covet  his  pro- 
perty; and,  therefore,  fuggefl:  dangers  where 
none  are  to  be  apprehended.  And  according  to 
the  narrow-minded  Police  of  France,  innocence 
is  no  fafeguard  from  fufpicion,  nor  protection 
againft  the  punifhment  that  fhould  be  annexed 
to  real  guilt* 

Relations  upon  the  fpot  envy  our  pofleffions, 
and  conjure  up  apprehenfions  to  facilitate  the 
accomplifliment  of  their  unworthy  purpoTes, 
My  hufband  departs,  and  they  rufh  in  with  ra- 
pacious avidity  to  riot. on  the  fpoils  of  his 
houfe,  and  revel  upon  the  wreck  of  his  fortune. 
My  hufband  departs,  and  the  Court  no  longer 

dreads 
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dreads  the  darknefs  of  ^ts  intrigues  being  ex- 
pofed  to  public  yiew.    The  moment  this  end 
is  attained,  the  misjudging  multitude  pronounce ' 
him  a  fugitive,  and  condemn  him  as  a  guilty 
man.     Nay,  in  their  eagernefs  to  .prejudge, 
theje  exclaimers  have  fupprefled  more  than  half 
the  truth  *  they  have  not  told  the  world,  that  • 
this  very  fugitive  demanded  leave  to  accom- 
pany his  wife  $  that  himfelf  and  his  equipage 
were  both  prepared  for  that  purpofe  j  nor  have 
they  faid  that  they  advifed  him  to  depart,  and^ 
then  condemned  him  for  being  governed  by 
their  advice* 

Yet  even  after  his  departure,  this  lame  fugi- 
tive devifed  every  .poflible  means  to  come  to 
Paris,  and  be  coufined  in  the  fame  prifon  with 
his  wife.  But  this  offer  did  not  accord  with 
the  malignant  intentions  of  his  enemies  -,  no- 
thing lefs  than  his  life  could  quiet  their  fears 
and  f^jtisfy  their  revenge  $  they  had  before  at- 
tempted to  murder  his  reputation,  and  now 
they  were  determined  on  the  facrifice  of  his 
perfon.  At  one  time  the  murderous  fteel 
was  to  unfluice  the  current  of  life  j  and  at  an-* 
other,  the  mer^ilefs  ocean  was  to  be  the  grave 
<>f  his  mifery. 

Y  4  Again, 
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Again,  they  accufe  him  of  having  carried 
away  not  only  his  own,  but  alfo  his  wife's 
jewels  j  yet  this  fame  thief  leaves  not  only  his 
jewels,*;  but  his  houfe*  his  furniture,  and  all 
his  property,  to  be  prtyed  on  by  his  barbarous 
relations,  who  kept  poffeflion  of  all  by  the 
fame  unjuft  means  that  they  had  originally  ac- 
quired it,  by  deftroying  the  reputation  of  their 
relation,  by  the  raoft  calumniating  falfehoods ; 
inattentive  to  the  honor  of  their  family*  and 
that  while  they  were  laying  wealth  into  one 
fcale,  they  were- more  than  counterbalancing  it 
by  a  weight  of  infamy  in  the  other  5  for  while 
they  enriched  theriifelves,  they  were  deftroying 
the  reputation  of  their  fatliily. 

They  have  fpread  it  jabroad  that  my  hufband 
was  gone  to  England  with  my  jewels  and  his 
own  3  and  from  hence  it  was  concluded  that 
he  had  embezzled  the  necklace  5  for,  fay  tHeyf 
taking  his  own  diamonds  would  have  been  no- 
thing, but  abfeoriding  with  thofe  of  hi§T*vifet 
conftitutes  hisconvidtion.  But  who  will  fyy 
at  this  day,  and*  furelyy  the  moft  confirmed  in 
infamy  will  not  dare  to  fay  it,  that  there  was 
at  that  period  any  jufticej  if  they  affert  that 

there 
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there  was,  I. will  aflc  them'  wfefire  it  -was  to  be 
found  ?  Was  it  amongft  thofe  Judges  Who 
condemned  th$  innocent  to.  expiate  the  crimes 
of  the  guilty? 

*     .  i; 

But  it  is  only  by  the  aififtance' of  falfe  wit- 
tieffes,  of  mercenary  evidence/  that  I  have  been 
condemned  j  and  the  ferpent  who  ft'ung  me  to 
the  heart  was  a  Monk,,  Father  fc'Hote  Mimme. 
This  man's  Convent  was  dire&ly  oppofite  to 
iny  houfe  5  and  this  dextrous  hypocrite,  under 
various  pretexts  and  obliging*' offers,  wifhed  to 
fcrape  ah  acquaintance  ;  it  was  in  vain  that  h 
denied  him,;  he  would  not  eafily  be  repulfed  ;* 
and  being  frequently  'employed  as  a  kind  of 
agent  for  many  people  in  the  neighbourhood, 
this  very  officious  man,  whom  hot  only  on  ac- 
count of  his  officioufnefs,  ,'but  hjs  order,    I 
ought  to  have  diftrufted,  wrote  many  letters 
to  my  hulband,  finding  that  I  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  thofe  he  had  written  to  itte^.  he  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  a  moft  beautiful?  dili- 
gence to  difpofe  of  for  a  Count,   who  then 
'lived  near  the  Palais  Royale,  if  he  could  get  a 
good  price  for  it.    My  hufband  went  with  him 
to  fee  it,  but  they  could  not  agree  about  the 
purchafe,    From  this  moment  he  never  ceafed 

coming 
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coming  to  my  houfe.  During  the  firft  year, 
this  man,  by  way  of  rendering  himfelf  necef- 
fary,  pretended  that  as  my  hufband  and  I  were 
both  young  people,  it  was  neceffary  that  we 
fhould  have  fome  trafty  perfon  to  fuperintend 
the  reft  of  the  domeftics  j  he  then  mentioned 
the  name  of .  the  Count  and  his  wife,  of  whom 
I  fhali  fpeak  hereafter.  There  were  fome  people, 
indeed,  who  fpoke  of  him  as  a  man  deferving 
confidence,  and  having  no  other  motive  than 
merely  the  pleafure  of  obliging  young  people, 
whp  might  be  impofed  upon  by  their  Stewards. 

In  evil  hour  I  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  perfuaded 
by  this  man,  in  whom  I  repofed  but  too  much 
confidence ;  he  fuperintended  every  thing  in  th$ 
fcoufe ;  and  when  I  went  into  the  country,  he 
had  all  the  keys,  and  the*  care  of  paying  my 
fervants.  In  fhort,  he  had  the  difpofal  of  every 
1  thing  for  nearly  the  fpace  of  two  years* 

In  the  year  1784,  wifhing  to  recompence 
this  Monk  for  his  trouble  and  attention,  I  men,- 
tioned  his  name  to  the  Cardinal,  whom  I  beg-* 
ged  to  provide  for  him.  Perfuaded  by  my  ear- 
ned folicitations  in  his  behalf,  the  Cardinal 
copfented  to  procure  him  the  honor  of  preach- 
ing 
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Sng  at  the  Chapel  of  Verfailles  before  th^lting 
3t  Eafter,  though  his  Majefty  has  always  dif? 
covered  a  molt  pointed  averfion  to  Monks.     . 

Notwithftanding  all  the  Cardinal's  obje&ions,. 
I  did  not  give  up  the  caui(e  of  this  man.  At 
length  the  Cardinal  yielded*  and  appointed  a 
day  for  this  Monk  to  preach  before  the  Abbe, 
Gorge],  the  Cardinal's  Grand.  Vicar.  The 
Abb?'?  opinion,  however,  counterbalanced  the 
influence  which  till  that  period  I  had  ever  had 
with  the  Cardinal ;  and  he  had  the  ftrongelt 
antipathy  to  the  perfon  I  recommended.  The; 
Cardinal  came  tc^fee  me/and.communicatcd 
tp  me  th?  AJ>be  feorger§  ^pprehenfions  that 
this  Monk  would  difpleafe  the  King, 

|t  was  always  my  difpofition  to  be  a  zealous 
friend }  ajid  I  cannot  fay  but  I  felt  jnyielf  a 
little. hurt,  that  the  Abbe  Gorgel's  prejudice 
(hould  counterpoife  my  recommendation.  I 
therefore  applied  to  the  Queen,  communicating 
to  her  my  chagrin  at  finding  I  had  fo  littie  in-> 
fluence  with  the  Cardinal.  Her  Majefty  com- 
manded that  my  protegee  ihoiild  preach— 
jn  confequence  of  this,  a  few  days  before  Eafter 
the  Cardinal  retired  into  the  country,  under 

pretence 
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pretence  of  indifpofition,  to  keep  this  festival  at 
his  feat  of  Couvrai,  but  the  truth  was,  that  he 
was  really  under  apprehenfions  of  being  repri- 
manded by  the  King:  the  Queen,  however,  took 
upon  her  the  prote&ion  of  the  monk,  and  all 
went  on  very  well ;  h6  preached  before  .  the 
King,  and  from  that  moment  he  was  ranked 
one  of  his  Majefty's  preachers — but  this  was 
not  all ;  I  was  refolved  to  make  his  fortune,  and 
he  was  well  aware  of  the  zeal  with  which  I  in- 
terefted  myfelf  for  that  purpofe ;  he  knew  very 
well  too  that  the  Cardinal  detefted  him.  At  the 
time  of  my  departure  for  my  country  houfc  in 
the  year  1785,  I  left  him  tbc  fole  management 
of  the  one  in  town,  and  money  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  pay  ail  my  debts* 

I  fliould  not  have  mentioned  the  fervices  I 
had  done  this  man,  were  it  not  to  contraft 
them  with  his  fubfequent  ingratitude, — were  it 
not  to  fhew  that  monfters  exift  every  where,  but 
particularly  amongft  men  of  his  order  ;  after 
having  kept  back  a  great  quantity  of  furniture, 
which  he  (hould  have  fent  me  to  Bar-fur- Aube, 
ton  the  16th  of  Auguft,  the  day  after  the  Cardi- 
nal  was  arretted  at  Verfaiiles,  this  difgrace  to 
human  nature  confpired  with  Target  the  Car- 
%  dinal's 
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tUnal's  advocate,  with  whom  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted ;  he  tj^n  fold  my  furniture  upon  the 
fpot,  near  the  Baftile — this  is  the  firft  trait  of 
this  man's  treachery  and  ingratitude  * — he  next 
went  home  to  fetch  .my  clock,  and  a  watch  va- 
lued at  25  Louis,  which  was  left  for  fome  flight 
reparation,  he  took  pofleflion  of  at  the  fame 
time  5  he  did  not  pay  half  the  money  left  him, 
but  appropriated    to    himfelf   not   only,  the 
money,  but  a  great  part  of  the  furniture, — be- 
caufe  he  aftcd  in  concert  with  the  Cardinal's 
Advocate  to  complete  my  deftru&ion: — not, 
however,    content  with    thefe  enormities,  he 
went  farther,  endeavoured  to  create  falfe  wit* 
nefles,  and  particularly,  amongft  many  others, 
to  the  houfe  of  a  young  peribn,  named  Colfon,, 
for  whom  I  had  formerly  done  fome  favours, 
and  who,  being  an  orphan,  and  born  at  Bar-lur- 
Aube,  and  in  the  fame  neighborhood  with  my 
hufband's  family,  I  took  companion  on  received 
into  my  own  houfe,  and  treated  her  with  as 
much  tendernefs  and  refpeft  as  if  {he  had  been 
my  own  lifter. — I  alfo  patronized  her  brother, 
about  the  fame  age,  who  had  an  inclination  to 
be  a  Prieft.     I  made  no  obje&ion,  but  feconded 
his  inclination,  at  the  fame  time  granting  him 
?  penfion  of  150  livres  per  anmuq,  and  procur- 
ed 
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ed  him  a  grant  of  the  lame  fum  from  my  friend 
M.  de  la  Luzerne,  the  Bifhop  Si  Langres,  and 
fent  him  to  the  Seminary  at  Langres,  where 
not  only  his  cloaths  and  travelling  expences 
were  defrayed  by  me,  but  he  was  lodged  for  three 
months  at  my  houfe.  This  young  woman, 
nearly  about  two  years  before  fhe  was  at  my 
houfe,  expreffed  a  wifh  to  enter  her  noviciate 
for  taking  the  veil,  I  communicated  this  pro- 
penfity  to  the  Cardinal,  who  had  feen  her  at 
my  houfe ;  and  his  Eminence,  in  confequence 
of  my  recommendation,  promifed  her  200  li- 
vres  per  annum. 

I  thus  conducted  my  charge  to  the  tlrfulines 
of  Verfailles,  where  I  had  been  previoufly  to 
prefent  her,  and  make  the  neceffary  arrange- 
ments relative  to  her  penfion,  &c.  But  fbme 
months  after,  in  confequence  of  her  complaints 
that  the  rules  of  this  Convent  were  too  ftrift, 
I  tranflated  her  to  the  Abbe  Royal  of  Long- 
champs  where  I  had  formerly  been  myfelf.— 
Still  I  was  at  a  confiderable  expence  on  her  ac- 
count; but  it  was  upon  her  arrival  at  this 
Convent  that  the  Cardinal  performed  his  pro- 
mife,  to  make  her  acquainted  with  this  Father 
L'hote  Minime.  I  gave  hinS  the  .charge  of  re- 
ceiving 


Ceiving  this  penfion  from  the  Cardinal*  as  for 
the  ufe  of  this  little  Colfon,  as  well  as  a  writ- 
ten grant  of  this  penfion  for  her  life ;  (he  foon 
afterwards  threw  afide  the  habit,  and  was  mar- 
ried. 

But  this  Father  I/hote  thinking  to  purfue  his 
intereft  at  the  expence  of  his  integrity,  as  foon 
as  he  heard  of  my  misfortune,  went  in  queft 
of  this  young  woman,  whom  he  addrefled  to 
the  following  purport :  "  I  am  perfuaded,  Ma- 
dam, of  your  gratitude  to  the  Prince  de  Ro- 
han, wfio  is  at  this  day  in  a  fhocking  predica- 
ment; and  that  you  will  fay  in  a  depofition, 
voluntarily,  .without  *  being  called  upon,  that 
you  have  frequently  witnefled  that  Mad.  de  la 
Motte  has  received  the  Prince's  money  in  par- 
cels by  three  or  four  of  his  fervants.     Say  too 
that  fhe  was  extremely  indigent  before  the 
i  ith  of  September,  1784  j  and  that  from  this 
moment  her  magnificence  began  to  blaze  forth, 
and  continued  the  fame  to  the  laft  -y  and  I  muft 
remark  to  you,"  added  this  munfter,    "  that 
if  you  do  not  make  a   depofition  in  favour 
of  the  Prince,  who  has  been  your  fincere  i  :iend, 
you  will  certainly  lofe  your  penfion ;    :  :>r,  if 
he  lofes  his  caufe,  he  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
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render  yon  any  fervice  j — but  on  the  contrary, 
if  he  fhould  gain  it,  and  you  fhould  be  inflru- 
mental  to  tfcs  fuccefs,  he  will  confuferably  aug- 
ment his  former  favours — won  by  thefe  infinu- 
atipns,  this  unthinking  girl  yielded  at  length, 
after  the  repeated  vifits  and  artful  infinuations 
of  this  malignant  monk,  who  at  length  found 
means  to  poifon  her  integrity,  and  corrupt  that 
grateful  attachment  to  her  benefy&refs  which 
could  not  eafily  be  fhaken  off.    At  length  fhe 
became  pliant  to  his  purpofe^  particularly  when 
he  called  religidn  to  hispid,  arid  told  her,  among 
other  things,  that  God  would  reward  her  by  the 
means  of  a  man  .(fpeaking  of  the  Cardinal.)— > 
•4  I  dont  know,'*  faid  fhe  -innocentlyj  "  what 
Father  L'Hote  wifhes  me  tq  depofe  j  he  defires 
jne  to  affirm  that  I  have. heard  thefe  things  fre- 
quently, and  he  v/ifhes  me  to  depofe,  that  the 
Countefs  repofed  her  confidence  in  me  5  that  fhe 
was  intimate  with  the  Queen  $  whep  uujeed, 
I  never  knew  any  thing  about  this." 

All  this  was  communicated  to  ijie,  and  jyjtfrt 
I  was  confronted  with  this  yougg  womap,  fhe 
was  very  much  conf  ufed,  and  could  faurce  lift 
tip  her  eyes ;  her  depofition  was  then  read,  as 
well  as  her  rc-^xfinkiation,  wherein  fhefeys-* 
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lam  mijlaken  in  faying  that  the  Count efs  placed  irt 
mefucb  implicit  confidence ;  that  Jhe  told  me  jke 
hadfeen  tbt  Slueen  ;  but  IrecolleB  that  I  have  heard 
this  faid  frequently  by  Father  L'Hote — 1  have  never 
feen  any  fuch  perfons  as  the  Cardinafs  fervants  to 
bring  money \  but  I  have  heard  tbefe  things  afferted 
by  Father  L'Hote.  1  perfift  only  in  affirming 
this  as  the  truth. "  "  Very  well  my  dear,  replied 
I,  but  you  have  fpoke  this  language  in  the 
Countefle's  houfe  before  ten  people  where  you 
have  faid  that  all  thefe  things  were  infinuated  by 
Father  L'Hote  and—"  Oh  no*  Madam,"  fhe 
faintly  replied,  though  towards  the  conclufion 
fhe  anfwered  me  more  boldly  and,  expreffed  her 
furprife, "  Oh,  goodGod,  Madam,  'tis  all  falfe!  for 
there  could  not  hav&been^more  than  fix  or  feven 
perfons  prefent.  At  this  plain  confeflion  I  jump- 
ed from  my  feat  and  made  M.  Dupuis  de  Mar- 
ce  take  it  down ;  fhe  was  quite  overwhelmed 
with  fhame,  but  particularly  that  I  had  not 
given  her  time  for  recolledlion  j  fhe  confefled 
what  I  faid  yet  more  emphatically,  which  I  in- 
lifted  fhould-be  exaftly  written  for  my  eyes  fol* 
lowed  the  Greffier's  pen.  Upon  •  the  ar- 
ticle of  my  poverty t  and  receiving  imall  fums 
from  the  Cardinal  by  fervants/  I  chofe  to  inter- 
rogate her,  that  T  might  prove  the  abfurd  in- 
Vol.  II.  •  Z  confiftency 
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confiftency  of  fuch  infinuations.    Have  I  not 
procured  your  brother  a  penfion  ? — Have  I  not 
treated  you  as  my  own  fifter,  have  I  not  been 
at  a  very  confiderable  expence  on  your  account  ^ 
her  replies  were  all  in  the  affirmative  j  'twas  all 
very  true,  fhe  could  not  deny  it.  Had  I  not  feven 
fervants  when  I  firft  took  you  and  your  brother 
under  my  prote&ion  —two  horfes,  a  cabriolet 
and  a  voiture  hired  by  the  month  ?     It  was  true 
fhe  faid,  I  had  done  many  fervices  both  for  her 
and  her  brother,  and  fhe  depofed  that  I  had 
three  femmes  de  chabmrc  and  that  my  houfc 
and  every  thing  about  it  was  in  a  genteel  ftile. 
All  thefe  depofitions  but  ill  accorded  with  my 
receiving  the  fmall  fum  of  four  Louis  from  the 
Cardinal.     At  length,  however,  this  young  per- 
fon  confeffed  the  diabolical  machinations  of  this 
ungrateful  Monk,  whofe  villainy,  though  Du- 
puis  de  Marce  was  fufficiently  convinced  of, 
yet  he  fuffered  my  confrontation  with  this  de- 
ponent ;  who  having  been  fo  feverely  handled 
by  me,  concluded  by  fuch  extravagant  inconfift- 
encies,  aflfertions  fo  very  abfurd,  that  even  Du- 
puis  de  Marce  fuddenly  rofe  up  with  indigna- 
tion and  ordered  Fremyn  to  give  him  four  Louis, 
which  he  threw  down  upon  tlie  table,  faying, 
<c  Get  about  your   bufincfs..    Begone,  I  fay, 
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begone."  '  This  was  was  the  fame  wretch  who 
depofed  that  Villette  was  continually  at  my 
houfe  writing,  to  give  colourable  fufpicions 
that  he  had  been  a  principal  agent  in  forging 
the  approbation  and  letten  This  was  infinu- 
ated  to  him  by  the  Cardinal's  advocate,  becaufe 
this  perfon  with  whom  I  was  fuppofed  to  have 
confederated,  might  chalk  out  that  path  as  the 
beft  to  exculpate  th«  Cardinal  of  the  necklace. 

This  fame  min  went  with  La  Porte,  the  ad- 
vocate, to  the  houfe  of  Regnier,  my  jeweller,, 
to  entice  him  to  make  a  depofition  againft  me, 
that  be  had  fold  and  fet  diamonds  for  us  to  a 
confiderable  amount;  obferving  to  him,  that 
fuch  procedure,  on  his  part,  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  the  Cardinal  and  his  family,  who 
would  moft  undoubtedly  reward  him.  They 
further  intreated  him  to  fuffer  them  to  write  a 
Memoir  in  his  name  for  him  to  fign,  obferving 
that  this  Memoir  would  be  entirely  at  tfieir  ex- 
pence,  which  Regnier  confcientioufly  refufed. 
This  perfon,  who  did  bufinefs  for  Mr.  Doil- 
lot's  lifter,  my  advocate,  happening  to  be 
one  day  at  his  houfe,  he  took  the  opportunity 
of  mentioning  the  different  manoeuvres'  of  the 
Monk,  of  la  Porte,  and  Achette,  his  father- 
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in-law,  which  he  appeared  extremely  to  repro- 
bate. 

I  caufed  all  this  tq  be  unrefervedly  con- 
fefled  at  my  confrontation,  though  he  hefitated 
and  denied  much  at  firft,  1  infilled  that  M. 
Doillot's  filter  fhould  appear ;  this  obliged  him 
to  confefs  all.  But  this  perjured  Monk  had 
the  audacity  to  take  his  oath  that  all  was  falfe, 
with  the  moft  grave  and  hypocritical  tone.  La 
Porte  was  obliged  to  brow-beat,  but  all  to  no 
purpofe,  as  the  proof  yet  remains. 

This  Father  L'Hbte  being  threatened  in  the 
petition  of  the  Cardinal  from  my  domeftics,  I 
expreffed  a  ftrong  defire  that  they  might  be  cal- 
led ;  for,  added  I,  they  will  unanimoufly  con- 
fefs, they,  have  been  perfecuted  by  Father 
L'Hote,  who  has  already  prepared  them  to  fee 
my  certain  deftru&ion,  fo  that  they  can  now 
have  no#  hopes  of  being  taken  into  my  fervice ; 
and  I  was  proceeding  to  •  prove  my  affertions  ; 
but  none  of  my  people  were  fufFered  to  come 
up,  left  the  public  fhould  be  enabled  to  place 
all  thefe  affertions  in  the  fcale  of  impartiality. 
Had  this  been  the  cafe,  the  unfortunate  Valois 
would  have  been  pitied  by  all  $  her  countrymen 
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would  have  fpurned  the  idea  of  fubmittiog  their 
opinions  to  the  decifions  of  fuch  partial  Judges, 
who,  having  no  regard  for  the  truth,  profti- 
tuted  both  their  underftanding  and  their  inte- 
grity to  bribery,  corruption,  and  the  influence 
of  party ;  whjle  I,  alas,  whofe  caufe  was  the 
caufe  of  truth,  fingle  and  unfupported,  with- 
out friends,  without  the  means  of  bribery,  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  means  of  corrupted  power  $ 
and  this  ferpent,  who,  cheriftied  once  by  my 
prote£tion,  darted  his  envenomed  fting  againft 
me  j  this  iniquitous  Monk,  who  embezzled  my 
money  and  my  watch,  whonj  I  fo  fatally  coun- 
tenanced, was  detefted  in  the  Convent  to  which 
he  belonged  j  he  therefore  had  no  refource  but 
from  his  friends  without  thofe  walls,  and  friends 
whom  he  gained  by  fervility  and  hypocrify. — ■ 
Never  would  I  give  credit  to  thofe  numerous 
and  difgraceful  reports  which  were  circulated 
againft  him.  On  the  contrary,  I  warmly  took 
his  part,  and  accufed  thofe  whom  I  have  fince 
found  to  be  right  in  their  aflertions,  as  retailers 
of  fcandal,  and  influenced  only  by'envy. 

From  the  moment  when  he  commenced  one^ 
of  the  Kings  preachers,  he  declared  that  he 
was  upon  good  terms  with  all  his  Order ;  but 
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in  this  alfo,  his  regard  for  truth  was  equally 
confpicuous  as  in  his  depofitions  and  fuborna- 
tions  againft  me;  for  from  the  moment  the 
fraternity  were  informed  of  fuch  black  ingraT 
titude  towards  his  benefa&refs,  he  was  unaniT 
moufly  fhunned,  defpifed,  and  detefted;    his 
friends,  his  acquaintances,  all  forfbok  him  $ 
they  avoided  him  as  the  dangerous  viper,  who 
will  give  a  deadly  fting  to  the  bofom  that  che- 
rifhes  it  $  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  this  folitary  fa- 
yage,  perceiving  the  horrors  of  his  fituation, 
devifed  medns  to  have  an  interview  with  one  of 
the  Chaplains  of  the  Salpetriere,  of  whom  he 
had  the  audacity  to  beg  that  he  might  be  admit- 
ted as  my  Gonfeffor.     "  No,"  replied  this  re- 
fpe&able  man,  whom  I  have  before  fpoken  of, 
<c  But  1  have  certain  means,  calculated  to  make 
my  peace  with  her,  which  you  fhall  judge  of 
yourfelf .     I  have  the  moft  fincere  regret,"  con- 
tinued this  hypocrite,  "  at  the  Countefs's  un- 
happy fituation  j  and  I  am  fqfficiently  punifhed 
for  my  ftrong  attachment  to  the  Cardinal,  to 
whom   I  have  rendered  eflential  fervice;  and 
who  has,  indeed,  promifed  that  he  will  never 
abindon  me;  but  I  am  left  defpifed  and  aban- 
doned by  all  the  world.   Lately,'  continued  he, 
"  /as  I  was  preaching  at  St.  Paul's,  fcarce  a 
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week  ago,  I  was  obliged  to  defcend  from  my 
pulpit,  I  was  fo  much  infulted  by  the  populace; 
and  another  day,  I  could  not  finifh  the  mafs, 
fo  great  a  difturbance  was  made  in  the  church. 
Thus  abandoned,  I  am  a  loft  man ;  and,  [there- 
fore, intreat  you,  M.  Abbe  to  have  compaf- 
'  fion  on  my  fituation,  and  to  aflure  the  Coun- 
iefs  from  me,  that  I  heartily  repent  my  con- 
<lu£l :  as  a  proof  of  which,  I  beg  leave  to  offer 
to  reftore  her  thefe  900  livres  of  mogey  which 
I  have  of  her's,  as  well  as  her  watch." 

The  Abbe  imparted  to  me  the  wifhes  of  this 
hypocritical  villain,  which  I  difdained  to  hear ; 
and  earneftly  requefted  the  Abbe,  from' that 
moment  never  to  mention  the  name  of  this 
monfter ! — a  wretch  who  had  violated  every 
rnoral  obligations 

I  have  fince  learned,  however,  and  well  au- 
thenticated as  fa6l,  that  this  Monk,  forfaken  by 
all  his  acquaintance,  and  whole  life  was,  from 
his  own  confeflion,  a  moft  intolerable  burthen, 
having  made  many  applications  to  Target,  the 
Cardinal's  advocate,  expreffive  of  his  miferable 
fituation,  and  reminding  him  of  the  fervice  he 
had  rendered  his  client,  has  at  length  attained 
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the,  reward  of  fuccefsful  villainy,  and  been  re- 
compenfed  for  perjury  by  the  poft  of  one  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  Knights  of  Ifland  of  Malta, 
dignified  with  the  crofs  and  habit,  and  lodged 
in  the  Temple  at  Paris. 

Let  not  villainy  defpair,  while  Father  L'Hote 
Minime  lives  decorated  with  the  infignia  of  an 
Order,  an  example  of  the  fplendor  and  promo* 
tion  of  perjury  and  ingratitude.  But  it  is 
poflible  that  God,  in  whofe  eyes  the  good  things 
of  this  world  are  of  no  eftimation,  fometimes 
beftows  them  on  the  worft  of  men,  to  fhew  how 
frequently  they  are  proftituted,  and  how  little 
they  ought  to  be  regarded,  when  the  infignia  of 
temporal  grandeur  not  unfiequently  decorates 
the  moft  profligate  and  abandoned  wretches  ever 
pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  public  contempt. 

That  the  foundation  on  which  I  am  con- 
demned may  more  clearly  appear,  and  that 
there  never  have  been  any  proofs  to  juftify  the 
unjuft  judgment  pronounced  againft  me,  a 
judgment  founded  only  upon  the  faifities  which 
have  been  advanced,  faifities  which  will  be  in- 
ftantly  detefted  the  moment  they  are  fubmitted 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Public,  who  have  been  wit- 
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neffes  to  the  difgracc  both  of  myfelf  and  my 
hufband,  I  ftiall  make  a  few  extra&s  from  the 
arret. 

It  is  afferted  in  the  faid  petition  of  the  Car* 
dinal,  joined  to  this  fame  arret,  in  the  declara- 
tion  made  concerning  the  Sieur  Vilette  and 
Madame  de  la  Motte,  in  their  laft  interrogatory 
and  confrontation  which  have  been  there  im- 
properly fpoken    of,    &c.    to  u  In  fine,  from 
"  all  the  proof  of  the  innocence  of  the  faid  Cardi- 
*'  nal  refilling  therefrom*  as  well  as  every  thing 
"  concerning    this  procefs,    in    confequence  doing 
fC  right>  upon  the  complaint  of  our  Attorney-Ge- 
"  nerql,  the  faid  Cardinal  was  dif charged [from  all 
"  impeachment,  &c,"  the  fame  page  continues, 
"  And  it  was  permitted  to  the  faid  Cardinal  de 
Rohan  to  caufe  to  be  printed  and  published,  in 
order  to  notify  the  arret,    where  it  (hall    be 
deemed  neceilary  5  it  was  like  wife  ordered,  that 
mention  fhould  be  made  in  the  margin  of  the 
faid  regifter  of  the  intervening  arret,  when  and 
where  it  fhould  be  ncceflarv,  and  it  fhali  be 
permitted  the   Cardinal  to  prove,  as  well  .by 
writing  as  by  witneifes,  the  following  juftifi- 
fatory  pieces,  That  Madame  de  la  Motte   has* 
through  the  ccurfe  of  the  year  1785  to  the  month  4?f 

Auguft 


(    346    ) 

-Augujl  in  the  fame  year,  folicited  and  received  in 
the  fame  year  the  ttjfijlance  of  three  or  four  Louis, 
which  be  was  in  the  habit  of  allowing  the  Lady  dc 
laMoite,  &c'f 

I  think  I  haveelfewhere  refuted  the  abfurdity 
of  this  infinuation,  which  wears  not  the  fmaileft 
appearance  of  probability ;  when  I  have  myfelf 
folicited  favors  for  others  ;  when  I  have  afford- 
ed an  afylum  to  the  fatherlefs  and  unprotected, 
and  with  the  utmoft  anxiety  made  their  prefer- 
vation  the  objeft  of  my  attention ;  when  I  had 
a  very  magnificent  houfe  as  well  at  Verfailles 
as  at  Paris,  and  when  the  Cardinal  bimfelf,  or 
lome  of  his  fuite,  either  the  BaronMe  Planta,  or 
M.  de  Carbonniere  came  to  vifit  me;  fo  that 
,  any  perfon,  confidering  all  thefe  errors,  cannot 
but  pity  my  fituation,  and  exclaim,  that  my 
Judges  have  not  only  put  bandages  before  their 
eyes,  but  even  hoodwinked  their  confeiences. 
The  counfellors  of  the  Cardinal  have  even  had 
the  audacity  to  go  farther,  and  to  mention  the 
names  of  thefe  pretended  valets,  who  have  been 
the  carriers  of  thefe  four  or  five  Louis,  in  fuch 
parcels  as  their  tortured  ingenuity  has  endea- 
voured to  varnifh  with  all  the  colouring  of 
truth. 
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1  have  already  mentioned,  that  I  wifhed  them 
to  appear  ;  but  Du  Marce  did  not  choofe  to  be 
guilty  of  fo  much  imprudence;  he  feemed  more 
difpofed  to  place  this  article  a  little  to  the  Car* 
dinal's  advantage  than  to  enter  into  a  ferious 
difcuffion,  which  muft  eventually  terminate  in 
the  Cardinal's  refutation  and  difgracej  they 
have,  therefore,  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
pafs  over  this  in  filence,  as  they  have  other  con- 
tradi&ory  depofitions  of  the  Baron  de  Planta ; 
fuch  as  that  he  frequently  faw  in  my  hands 
bank-notes  to  the  amount  of*  io,ooo  livres, 
which  the  Cardinal  himfelf  alfo  confeffed  to  be 
true ;  that  I  fent  a  box  full  of  diamonds,  but 
that  I  faid  the  Queen  had  given  them  to  me, 
and  with  thefe  diamonds  the  fum  of  10,000 
livres. 

After  all  this,  will  it  be  believed,  that  I 
ihould  receive  three  or  four  Louis  from  the 
Cardinal  ?  Surely,  it  will  appear  from  thefe 
inconfiftencies,  that  I  was  deftined  to  be  a  vic- 
tim to  thefe  barbarous  men,  to  be  condemned 
upon  fuch  palpable  incongruities,  fuch  un- 
fupported  allegations.  But  I  need  not  rfecali 
the  attention  of  my  Reader  to  them,  iince  they 
are  fo  evident.  .    N 
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I  wifh  to  remark  a  few  inconliftencies  in  that 
unjuft  arret  which  has  been  pronounced  againft 
me,  in  which  is  inferted  the  Cardinal's  petition, 
from  which  1  am  going  to  recite  an  article, 
relative  to  his  domeftics,  whom  he  alfo  calls  to 
corroborate  his  aflertion,  that  he  has  fent  me 
by  three  of  his  fervants,  named  alfo  in  that 
odious  arret  as  well  as  the  public  prints,  three 
or  four  Louis  inclofed  in  a  paper.  Indignant 
as  I  naturally  was  at  fo  infamous  a  falfity,  at 
fo  notorious  an  abiurdity,  I  could  not  reftrain 
my  temper  from  retorting  upon  the  Cardinal 
very  feverely  for  this  iniquitous  charge ;  a 
charge  fo  humiliating,  fo  difgraceful>  fo  repugn 
nant  to  my  principles. 

fC  Cardinal,"  faid  I,  "  how  can  you  fuffer 
yourfelf  to  be  led  away  by  fuch  pitiful  coun- 
fels,  which  cannot  but  be  ultimately  difgraceful 
and  injurigus  to  yourfelf ;  for,,  is  it  poffibfc 
that  the  Judges  can  give  you  credit  for  fuch  pal- 
pable abfurdities  ?  How  can  your  fervants  de- 
pofe,  that  they  have  brought  me  fuch  fmall 
fums,  wrapped  up  in  the  manner  you  defcribe, 
when  it  is  well  known,  that  I  have  myfelf  given 
your  fervants  double  Louis  a  piece  ?  This  is  a 
fa&  which  they  cannot  deny ;  one  of  my  femmeg 
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dc  chambre  has  given  them  with  her  own  hand, 
in  my  prefence.  But  how  is  it  that  thefe  three 
domeftics  have  made  no  depofition  ?  And  why 
are  they  not  prefent  to.be  confronted?  Why 
are  they  not  produced  againft  me  ?  Are  mere 
aflertions  in  a  Court  of  Juftice  to  have  the 
weight  of  proof,  and  preponderate  in  the  fcale 
againft  the  allegations  of  the  .accufed,  fo  well 
conne&ed,  fo  firmly  fubilantiated  ?  O  Juftice ! 
Judgment,  whither  art  thou  fled  ?  Thou  are  in 
the  deferts  among  the  favage  inhabitants  of  the 
woods,  for,  furely,  thou  haft  refigned  thy  do- 
minion in  the  breafts  of  men. 

Were  thofe  domeftics,  was  all  Paris  fo  very 
blind,  that  they  could  not  fee  my  fervants,  my 
equipage,  and  twelve  fervants,  who  were  con- 
tinually vifiblc  about  their  matter's  houfe,  and 
that  houfe  not  above  a  hundred  paces  diftant 
from  the  Cardinal's  ?  A  houfe  where  I  have 
lived  three  years,  a  houfe  where  the  Cardinal 
himfelf  has  vifited,  where  he  has  always  found 
fervants  in  livery  to  announce  his  approach, 
and  where  he  himfelf  remained  in  that  very 
month  of  Auguft,  when  he  has  feen  my  yard 
"filled  with  voitures,  and  obferved  my  furniture 
and  equipage ;  yet  has  faid,  and  afTerted  in  this 
2  fame 
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lame  arret,  that  he  fent  me  three  or  four  Lotus 
a  very  fhort  time  before  fny  departure  for  the 
country. 

When  he  has  admitted,  that  in  the  iaft  days 
of  June,  when  we  were  together  at  Verfailles, 
and  returning  at  three  in  the  morning  from  our 
walk,  for  I  did  not  then  fpeak  of  Triation,  at 
the  Place  Dauphine,  where  I  had  a  houfe  in 
which  I  lodged  fome  time  in  the  courfe  of  thrf 
year.  The  Cardinal  himfelf  has  been  in  this 
very  houfe,  and  from  thence  Tent  for  the  Baron 
de  Planta,  and  other  people  j  dnd  for  the  fpace 
of  two  years,  Rofaiie,  my  femme  de  chambrej 
has  received  and  entertained  them  while  my 
voiture  was  waiting  at  the  door;  and  my 
coachman  and  domeftics  were  waiting  at  the 
cabaret's,  where  the  Cardinal  has  been  himfelf 
to  fetch  them ;  and,  ^fter  examining  himfelf 
my  voiture,  to  fee  that  nothing  was  wanting* 
has  himfelf  frequently  handed  me  in  when  I 
departed  for  Paris.  My  femme  de  chambre  her^ 
felf  corroborated  this  affertioh,  which  the  Car- 
dinal at  firft  ftrongly  denied  $  but  upon  calling 
my  femme  de  chambre,  and  the  reft  of  my 
people,  to  fubftantiate  it,  he  then  coldly  admit* 
ted  what  he  found  it  impoflible  to  deny  before 

fo 
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fo  many  witneffes.  "  Well,  well,"  laid  he, 
perhaps  it  may  be  fo  5  but  I  never  paid  much 
attention  whether  it  was  an  hired  voiture,  or 
borrowed  from  fome  neighbour  f9  though  my 
arms,  which  were  upoh  it,  could  leave  very 
little  room  for  doubt  5  my  coachman  aod  fer- 
vants  in  my  own  livery,  could  not  efcape  the 
Cardinal's  notice. 

"  But  poffibly,"  faid  the  Cardinal,  "  as  the 
lady  has  told  ihe,  the  Queen  has  enabled  her  to 
fupport  this  magnificence."     "  Very  well,"  re- 
plied I,  with  a  fmile  of  contemptuous  pity  at 
ftich  abfurdity,  and  finding  that  the  unfortu- 
nate Cardinal,    in  endeavouring  to  extricate 
himfelf,  was  yet  more  entangled  in  inconfift- 
ency.     "  The  Queen  then,"  faid  I,  "  has  given 
me  diamonds,  and  you  have  very  generoufly 
given  me  four  or  five  Louis.    Is  it  probable, 
if  I  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  diamonds 
from  the  Queen,   that  I  fhould  be  fo    mean 
as  to  accept  four  or  five  Louis  from    you? 
Would  four  or  five  Louis  enable  me  to  main- 
tain  that  appearance,  which  all  Paris  knows  J 
have  fo  long  fupported  ?  Really,  M.  Cardinal, 
you  will  ruin  yourfelf  by  your  inconfiftencies ;" 
and  I  really  conceived,  that,  as  if  by  a  fatality, 
i  hy 
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he  would  afluredly  approximate  to  his  own  de-» 
ftru&ion.  Dupuis  and  Fremyn  at  that  moment 
trembled  for  him. 

Every  thing  I  have  juft  cited  was  written, 
read,  and  figned  by  myfelf.  Judge  then,  ye 
friends  of  Truth,  ye  patrons  of  Juftice,  if  the 
defcendant  of  a  Monarch  can  claim  your  atten- 
tion, if  an  opprefled  female  can  intereft  your 
fenfibility.  Read  her  life  -,  inform  yourfelves 
thoroughly  of  the  fafts  fhe  fpeaks  of;  and  if 
you  find  them  well  authenticated,  fubftantiated, 
and  connected,  I  will  not  infult  your  judgment 
by  requefting  its  dccifion  in  my  favour — your 
hearts,  your  understandings  will  not  fuffer  you 
to  with-hold  it.  To  you  I  appeal  from  the 
unjuft,  iniquitous  fentence  of  fixty-two  Judges, 
who  have,  notwithftanding  all  the  contradic- 
tions of  this  arret  of  my  condemnation,  given 
permiflion  to  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan  to  print 
and  publifh  what  he  or  his  adherents  pkafe,  to 
miflead  the  public  opinion.  While  we,  by  this 
horrible  arret,  pronounced  againft  me  and  my 
hufband,  after  every  indignity  heaped  upon  us, 
have  no  refource  but  to  fupplicate  the  Public, 
who  will  pity  and  proteft  us.  \ 

During 
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During  tne  time  of  the  memorable  Revolu* 
tion  in  France,  many  perfons,  apprized  that 
my  enemies  were  then  powerlefs,  advifed  me  to 
go  and  throw  myfelf  into  the  arms  of  my  coun- 
try, which  would  moft  certainly  proteft  me 
againft  the  arm  of  pow&\  But  other  friends 
in  England  defired  me  to  remain  there ;  they 
judged  that  my  departure  would  be  dangerous; 
and  they  reafoned  thus,  that  though  certain 
perfons  were  deprived  of  power,  yet  they  had 
wealth ;  they  had  alfo  influence;  and,  perhaps, 
from  motives  of  jealoufy,  and  feeing  me 
protected  by  .the  people,  might  caufe  me  to  be 
affaffinated, 

£>etermined,  and  perfectly  confiding  in  the 
protection  of  my  native  country,  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  I  yielded  to  the  reprefentations  of 
my  friends  in  England.  A  lady,  worthy  of 
credit,  who  fled  to  England  about  that  time, 
communicated  to  me  a  report  univerfally  pre- 
valent, that  many  people  at  Paris  haying  heard 
that  I  was  among  them,  and  believing  they  had 
difcovered  the  place  where  I  was,  they  went 
thither  with  a  view,  as  this  lady  informed  me, 
of  protefting  me,  and  leading  me  in  triumph, 
convinced  as  they  were  that  I  had  been  the 
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viflim  of  power,  and  the  moft  hard  and  <attfef 
perfecution. 

A  few  month*  after  this,  in  the  month  of 
December,  I  received  letters  from  Paria,  filled 
with  the  moft  keen  and  infulting  reproaches* 
This  letter  enquired,  if  my  diftrefs  could  for  a 
moment  have  induced  me  to  lofe  fight  of  my 
birth,  and  what  I  owed  to  myfelf  and  my  fa- 
mily, that  I  fliould  have  written  a  Memoir  re- 
plete with  fuch  erroneous  inconfiftencies  j  that 
if  this  was  done  with  a  view  of  procuring  a 
temporary  fupply  of  money,  it  was  palpably 
vile,  and  extremely  mean.  Thefe*  ihfinuations 
that  money  was  my  obje£t  for  publifhing  my 
Memoirs — (Money !  that  "never  dwelt  in  my  de- 
fire  ;  which  when  I  had  I  diftributed  to  all  who 
afked  it,  and  which  I  conftantly  defpifed)  af- 
fe&ed  me  not,  for  1  knew  the  insinuations  to 
be  atrocious  falfehoods.  I  bore,  therefore,,  thefe 
reproaches  with  patient  resignation. 

"After  the  ftorm,"  faid  I,  "  there  will  come 
a  calm."  This  letter  I  difdained  to  anfwer;  but 
foon  after  receiving  another  from  my  hulband, 
mentioning  the  publication  of  a  fecond  Me- 
moir,, it  was  my  dutj  to  difabufe  him  of  the 
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t eports  he  had  heard  from  my  enemies  i  t  ac- 
cordingly wrote  to  that  purport  j  aijd  almoft 
two  words  were  fuflkient  to  convince  him  of 
the  odious  lies  propagated  againft  his  unfortu- 
nate wife. 

I  begged  the  favor  of  different  perfons  to  pro- 
cure me  one  of  thefe  Memoirs,  and  fome  other 
pamphlets  3  but  what  was  very  lingular,  I 
found  myfelf  accufed,  without  being  able  to 
procure  one  of  thofe  publications  upon  which 
the  accufation  was  grounded.  This  induced 
me  to  believe,  that  it  was  all  a  falfe  report,  a 
weak  malicious  invention  of  my  enemies,  to 
purfue  their  injured  prey  with  unremitting  rage 
to  definition.  I  conje&ured  I  could  trace  the 
origin  of  this.  I  conceived  that  no  fuch  Me- 
moirs could  have  been  publifhed  under  my 
name,  as  I  knew  I  had  written  none,  when  I 
was  furprized  at  redding  in  the  Morning  He- 
rald, "  That  a  fecond  Memorial  of  Madame  de 
la  Motte  had  appeared,  which  was  a  French  li- 
bel, containing  the  moft  improbable  and  grofs* 
calumnies." 

Among  other  things,  a  letter  fuppofed  to  be 

written  from  Vienna  to  Louis  XV.  by  Cardinal 
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Rohan,  many  years  before  that  Prince  was  Am* 
baflador  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  This  Memoir 
was  entitled,  Conclufion  of  my  firft  Juftifica^ 
tive  Memoir,  written  in  1788  by  M.  de  Calonne 
and  his  agent  M.  de  la  Tour,  from  the  mate- 
rials with  which  I  had  furnifhed  them. 

This  fecond  Memoir  is  a  recantation  of  the 
former;  and  befides  many  other  errors,  it 
makes  me  confefs  myfelf  guilty,  and  contains 
a  number  of  indecencies ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
this  Memoir  was  fabricated  by  my  enemies, 
who  conceived  the  Public  too  much  prejudiced 
in  my  favour  •,  that  they  reprobated  the  iniqui- 
tous arret,  and  wifhed  to  raife  me  again  to  that 
-  honor  and  diftin&ion  to  which  my  birth  entitled 
me ;  it  was  my  enemies,  who  by  means  of  their 
money,  and  that  influence  which  money  always 
commands,  procured  a  Memoir  to  be  forged 
under  my  name,  to  fubjeft  the  Public  to  a  new 
impofition. 

This  fecond  Memoir  feems  to  have  relation 
to  the  laft  which  Target  made  for  the  Cardinal 
in  the  courfe  of  the  procefs,  in  which  he  had 
the  audacious  effrontery  to  declare  that  I  had 
confefled  myfelf  guilty  of  all — finifhing  in  thefe 
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words,    "  and  thus  terminates  the  Cardinal's 
procefs," 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Abbe  le  Kel 
had  the  fame  view,  in  requesting  me  to  write 
no  Memoir  againfl:  the  Cardinal,  becaufe  he  did 
not  wifh  to  be  catched  in  a  direct  lie,  which* 
he  had  pre-concerted  to  fay  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  in  a  Memoir,  of  which  I  confelFed  my- 
•felf  the  author,  that  I  was  a  thief;  but  it  muft 
be  recolle&ed,  that  this  very  language  was 
adopted  by  M.  Laurencelle,  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral* in  fpeaking  to  M.  Doillot,  my  CounfJ, 
who  was  convi&ed  of  this  atrocious  lie,  and 
whofe  honor  he  wilhed  to  furprize,  by  diiiuad- 
jng  him  from  proceeding  in  my  defence, 

I  will  not  affirm  that  this  laft  impolition  pro- 
ceeded from  the  fame  fource,  though  it  wears  a 
complexion  very  like  it  ;yetl  hope  the  Cardinal, 
fortunate  as  he  has  been,  does. not  willi  to  let 
himfelf  down  fo  much  in  public  e^imation,  as 
to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  vile  means,  and  to  re- 
peat again  that  offence  againit  a  G;;a,  whom, 
from  his  profeflional  character,  h?  h  peculiarly 
J>oand  to  ferve — and  to  (hew  an  example  to 
others* 
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Once  he  has  been  fuccefsful  ehough,  through 
the  villainy  of  fome  and  the  abilities  of  others, 
to  efcape  from  captivity,  in  the  power  of  thofe 
to  whom  he  had  rendered  himfelf  obnoxious,  and 
who  would  have  confined  him  for  life',  Fortu-. 
nately  delivered  from  thefe,  J  will  yet-  hope, 
that  he  has  too  high  a  fenfe  of  his  duty,  both 
to  God  and  his  fellow-creatures,  to  purfue  with 
the  arm  of  Perfection  the  innocent  vi&im  of 
his  accufationS, 

On  him  I  defire  no  vengeance  $  all  I  Ycqueft 
Js,  that  he  would  yet  do  juftice  to  the  com*, 
plaints  of  my  unfortunate  hufband;  I  woukl 
yet  afk  him,  if  it  is  not  enough  that  one  viftim 
has  broke  to  pieces  the  chains  of  another  ?  that 
Malice  fhould  pufh  her  baleful  influence  yet 
farther,  and  totally  deftroy  the  remains  of  a 
reputation,  which  he  has  before  attempted  to 
blight  ?  Shall  furreptitious  Memorials  and  ano* 
nymous  pamphlets  be  propagated  with  barba-. 
rous  inhumanity  ?  Not  content  with  deftroying 
the  reputation  of  the  living,  fhail  Malice  ftretch 
forth  her  arm,  and  rake  up  the  afhes  of  the 
dead  ?  Muft  the  dear  memory  of  my  departed 
parent  be  fcandalized  by  the  vileft  infinuations, 
£nd  the  feelings  of  a  daughter  be  wounded  by 
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repeated  attempts  to  turn  that  parent  into  ridi- 
cule ? — Forbid  it  every  ingenuous-  feeling !  and 
let  my  enemies  blufti  for  this,  if  they  be  not 
*  toe>  callous,  and  infenfiMe  to  the  tender  fenfa- 
itions  of  humanity. 

My  father,  they  fay,  was  unknown  to  any 
one,  except  the  peafants  on  his  eitate;  and 
thefe  could  not  have  related  any  thing  injurious 
to  his  chara&er  j  for  they  called  my  grandfather 
their  Good*  and  my  father  their  Generous 
Lord;  and  good  xeafon  they  had  to  adopt  this 
grateful  epithet  j  for  not  lefs  than  fifty  or  fixty 
peafants  now  fubfift  themfelves,  their  wives 
and  families,  upoa  the  liberal  donations  of  my 
father's  bounty  5  and  can  they  for  a  moment 
accufe  their  benefaftor  of  malevolence  ?  There 
is  more  gratitude,  more  virtue  among  thdfe 
poor  peafants, 

I  was  atfo,  in  a  final!  degree,  .chagrined  ?t 
.  the  audacious  language  which  Target,  the  Car* 
dinars  counfel,  adopted  in  his  petition  to  con- 
vince the  Judges,  where  he  fays,  <K  Can  the 
Judges  believe  for  a  moment,  that  a  Cardinal 
and  a  Prince,  Grand  Almoner  of  France,  de- 
corated with  fo  many  titles,  having  to  much  in 
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his  gift,  could  poflibly  have  had  the  meannefs 
to  embezzle  this  necklace  ?  But,  on  the  con- 
trary," added  he,  "  the  Court  will  particularly 
take  notice,  that  Madame  de  la  Motte  was  in 
indigent  circumftances,  &c" 

Surely,  to  hear  the  declamation  of  this  fel- 

•  low,  people  would  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  I  was 
a  pauper,  and  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  afking 
alms,  But  vhat  is  this  great  argument?  It 
only  infinuates,  that  birth  and  title  ought  to 
pafs  v*nfufpe£tedj  it  fays  that  a  Prince  or  a 
Peer  cannot  be  a  villain ;  that  it  is  impoffible 
he  fhould  difgrace  himfelf  j  it  tortures  a  mis- 
fortune into  a  crime ;  it  fays  that  poverty  is  a 
fufficient  caufe  to  juftify  fufpicion  /  and  that 
poverty  and  honefty  are  incompatible  with  each 
other.  Specious  fophift !  I  will  not  attempt  to 
refute  the  argument  s  but  I  will  afk  his  client 
one  or  two  queftions.  I  would  fay-,  your 
Eminence's  advocate  infills,  that  poverty  is  a 
fufficient  caufe  to  juftify  fufpicion  5  he  lays  you 
are  dignified  by  birth,  and  decorated  with  titles, 

•  and  therefore  you  muft  be  innocent,  becaufe  you 
are.  rich.  But  have  you  forgotten  a  ftory  yet 
recent  in  the  memory  of  a  thoufand  unfortu- 
fiate  {ufFerers,  whom  two  of  your  relations,  in 
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offices  of  truft,  in  the  firft  places  about  the 
Court,  decorated  with  Orders,  and  diftinguifhed 
with  the  (miles  of  Royalty — have  you  forgot 
that  period  when  thefe  very  people,  fo  highly 
dignified,  involved  fo  many  thoufands  of  people 
>n  ruin  f 

I  wifh  not  to  infult  you  with  their  misfor- 
tunes j  but  the  villainy,  the  fophiftry  of  your 
advocate  renders  it  necefiary  that  I  fhould  refute 
him.     Have  you  forgot  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
Prince  de  Gu^rnene  ?  Have  you  forgot  a  fhort 
time  previous  to  thefe  calamitous  events  having 
taken  place,  that  a  poor  water  carrier  of  Ver- 
failles,  with  a  large  family,  brought  1800  livres 
which  the  Prince  received,  as   well  as  many 
other  funis  ?  Dt>  you  not  recollcft  the  deplor- 
able fituation  of  many  families  who  brought 
their  all  to  a  Prince,  whofe  revenues  might  have 
well  fupported  his  dignity  ?  Yet  all  was  inef- 
ficient, .  Why  then,  Cardinal,    do  you  fuffer 
your  ill-^dvjfed  adherents  to  reproach  the  name 
of  Valois ;  and  to  hatch  thefe  miferable  falfities 
againft  a  family,  equally  noble,  of  greater  an- , 
tiquity,  and  pofilffing,  at  leaft,  equal  honour, 
virtue,    and  integrity   with  the  grcatcft  and 
proudeft  of  the  Houfc  of  Rohaq. 

But 
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But  the  Cardinal,  to  exculpate  himfelf,  has 
informed  his  Judges,  that  he  has  never  been. 
guilty  of  any  thing  ill.  I  know  not  if  this 
trait,  which  I  have  cited  in  my  confrontation, 
can  be  any  refte&ion  on  the  Houfe  of  Rohan; 
his  Judges  may,  perhaps,  efteem  it  as  being  no 
difgrace. 

The  Cardinal,  as  I  have  before  mentioned, 
proceeds,  to  fay,  that  he  has  rendered  me  the 
fervices  of  a  friend  anxious  to  proteft  and 
patronize  an  unfortunate  female.  I  rauft  beg 
leave  to  fay  a  word  or  two  relative  to  this  affer- 
tion,  by  way  of  explanation.  I  have  before 
ftated,  that  I  .was  firft  introduced  to  the  Car- 
dinal by  my  worthy,  and  ever-to-be-lamented 
mother,  the  Marchionefs  de  Boulainvilliers,  in 
his  capacity  of  Grand  Almoner  of  France,  who 
has  conftantly  a  purfe  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
livres,  to  be  difpofed  of  difcretionally  to  noble 
families  who  have  a  numerous  offspring,  or  to 
other  perfons,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord 
High  Almoner* 

It  was  under  this  impreflion  that  the  Mar- 
chionefs de  Boulainvilliers  firft  introduced  me 
to  the  Cardinal,  who  on  another  occafion  found 

means 
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means  to  fervc  me.    One  Cerf  bere,  a  Jew,  had 
contra&ed  to  fupply  forage  at  Stra(bourg -,  the 
Cardinal  by  the  intereft  of  his   friends,    the 
Counts  de  Seguire  and  Vergennes^  continued  to 
him  this  privilege,  and  he  gave   him  in  bills 
upon  the  Bank  of  Poifly  to  the  amount  of 
300,000  livres,  which  the  Cardinal  finding  a 
little  difficulty  in  getting  difcounted,  'offered 
them  to  a  Jew,  known  by  my  hufband,  and 
who  offered  the  Cardinal  half  that  fum  in  mo- 
ney, anA  the  reft  in  other  articles,  which  he 
refufed  j  but  a  fhort  time  after,  I  heard  that  hq 
had  been  more   fuccefsfulj    and  he  fent  me 
30,000  livres  in  a  billet,  enclofed  in  a  very 
obliging  letter,  exprefling  that  he  was  acquaint- 
ed with  my  delicacy  $  but  added,  that  I  was 
under  no  obligation  to  him,  as  this  fum  was 
part  of  300,000  which  came  to  his  hands  un- 
expectedly, by  God  and  Grace,  I  received  them, 
therefore,   under  this  prefumptionj  and  it  is 
thus  that  the  Cardinal  rewards  himfelf  for  the 
fervices  which  he  has  rendered. 

In  the  year  1785  he  again  made  intereft  with 
the  fame  Minifters  for  the  continuation  of  this 
privilege,  which  he  obtained;  and,  in  confe- 
rence he  then  gave  me  20,000  livres,  and  as 

much 
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much  to  the  Baron  dc  Planta.  To  fupport* 
however,  my  affertions  before  my  Judges,  I 
have  repeatedly  cited  this  Cerf  bere  to  make  his 
appearance  5  but  who,  not  being  yet  bribed  to 
ftep  forward  in  thecaufeof  jUftice,  has  hitherto 
declined  appearing.  My  counfel  took  notice  of 
thefe  fatts  in  my  Memoirs,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  names  of  the  parties,  but  particularly 
this  Cerf  bere.  Perhaps  M.  Cardinal,  to  ferve 
his  purpofe,  may  have  converted  thefe  confider- 
able  fums  into  four  or  five  Louis. 

I  have  alfo  mentioned,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
jnarration,  the  fum  of  500,000  livres,  which  I 
had  received  in  the  years  1 784  and  1785,  which 
both  Vilette  and  the  Cardinal  had  affirmed  in 
my  confrontation,  and  all  had  concurred  in  the 
proof.  Muft  I  yet  complain  at  this  day,  this 
very  arret  mentions,  as  the  fecond  part  of  the 
proof  of  the  justification  of  the  Cardinal,  fuch 
^Ind  fuch  a  perfon  has  brought  Madame  de  la 
Motte  in  the  month  of  Auguft  three, .  four,  or 
five  Louis, 

O,  my  good  Reader,  I  hear  thee  echo  my 
indignation  at  a  depofition  fo  palpably  abfurd ; 
you  will  ijatjirajiy  compare  all  my  affertions 

2  with 
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with  each  other,  to  difcover  the  tmth ;  and  I 
,have  no  -doubt,  unprejudiced  and  impartial  as 
•I  hope  thoti  art,  that  thou  wilt  have  compaflion 
on  a  defencelefs  female,  moft  ignominioufly 
treated  and  difhonoured,  deprived  of  her  liberty, 
banifhed  from  her  native  country,  and  ftripped 
of  her  pofieffions,  Fain  would  I  at  this  point 
terminate  the  hiftory  of  a  life  teeming  with 
misfortunes ;  but  the  unceafing  machinations 
of  my  enemies,  during  my  abfence,  render 
it  my  duty  to  review  fome  of  their  recent  per- 
secutions before  I  lay  down  the  pen — perhaps 
to  refume  it  no  more.    . 

While  I  was  condemned  to  confinement  for 
life,  and  vilely  difgraced,  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan, 
whofe  rank  and  offices  were  formerly  infifted 
Itupon  as  arguments  of  his  innocence ;  this  very 
rank,  and  thofe  very  offices,  now  operated  to 
difcharge  him  from  every  accufation ;  and  he 
was  permitted  to  print,  and  proclaim  to  the  pub- 
lic his  pretended  innocence.  And  was  it,  I 
would  farther  afk  him,  after  all  the  indignities 
I  had  differed  on  his  account ;  was  it  further 
neceffary  that  his  adherents  (houldhaverecourfe 
to  publifh  malicious  lies,  not  only  againft  my- 
felf,  but  even  all  my  family,  whilft  his  unfor- 
tunate 
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tiinate  vi&im  was  in  captivity,  dying,  atitl 
curfing  the  moment  When  (he  faw  the  light, 
and  that  which  had  brought  her  to  fuch  a  cala- 
mitous crifis. 

The  Cardinal  has,  at  a  former  period*  be- 
haved in  a  manner  very  different ;  he  has  be- 
ftowed  upon  me  the  moft  friendly  epithets  ;  a 
woman  molt  amiable  in  difpofition,  too  good, 
too  generous ;  thefe  were  his  expreffions  before 
the  cataftrophc.    How  flrong  the  extreme  !  he 
now  purfues  me  to  deilru&ion ;  he  gives  a  dis- 
torted, malignantly  coloured  picture  of  me  to 
the  Public ;  his  adherents  poifon  the  fprings  of 
public  information,  and  make  them  fubfervient 
to  the  purpofes  of  party.     Formerly   I  was 
painted  with  the  delicate  tints   of  flattering 
friendfliip  as  an  angel ;  daubed  by  the  grofs  co-i 
louring  of  Malice,  I  am  now  a  very   fiend/ 
formerly  amiable  and  generous  ;  I  am  now  fa- 
vage,  malignant,  and  avaricious.     I  was  a  for- 
did wretch,  fay  they,  feizing  every  occafion  to 
appropriate  gold,  jewels,  and  money,   to  my 
own  ufe,    and  even  papers,    which   were  of 
more  fervice  to  the  Cardinal.     In  fuch  varied 
fhapes  have  they  aflailed  me  with  their  calum- 
nies -,  but  I  have  learned  to  defpife  them. 

I  have 
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I  have  fpoke  of  newfpapers ;  one  of  thefc 
proftituted  prints  is  the  Leyden  Gazette  of  12th 
September,  1786  y  which,  after  having  dealt 
very  copioufly  in  inve&ives,  flates  among  others 
the  following  abfurdity: — Several  of  the  dia- 
monds have  been  founds  which  the  hujband  in  his 
agitation  bad  not  time  to  carry  away.  Ridiculous 
abfurdity  I  Poflibly  fpeaking  of  fome  few  Jewels 
which  it  pleafed  my  hufband's  relations  to  fend 
away,  that  they  might  appropriate  the  reft  with 
greater  fecurity. 

The  Jijl'er  of  Madame  de  la  Motte,  continues 
this  lying  Paper,  who  was  upon  the  point  of  mar- 
riage at  the  time  of  her  dif after,  Jhares  alfo  her 
misfortune,  in  failing  of  a  proper  eftablijhment. 
This  unfortunate  young  woman  has,  Jince  this  crijisy 
reclaimed  from  the  demefne  a  part  of  her  property, 
which  Jhe  inherited  from  a  lady  of  the  name  of 
Var ranee %  her  great  aunt.  This  fuccejfion  having 
never  been  paid,  and  herjijler  having  retained  the 
jhare  devolving  to  this  reclaimant,  her  demand  hat 
been  acceded  to,  and  Jhe  will,  in  confequence,  obtain 
a  penjion  of  3000  ttvres,  which  will  enable  her  ta 
live  comfortably* 


Iain 


t  am  forry  that  fuch  infinuations  fliould  forcd 
me,  in  vindication  of  myfelf,  to  recapitulate 
fbme  of  thofe  obligations  which  my  fifter  is 
under  to  me.     I  know  it  to  be  indelicate ;   but 
duty  to  myfelf  mult  overcome  delicacy,  more 
efpecially  when  united  with  a  defire  of  pre- 
venting the  Public's  being  impofed  upon,  and  to 
convince  my  filter  of  the  impropriety  of  her 
condu6t,  whofe  actions  are  influenced  by  an 
interefted  and  hypocritical  Abbe.     I  have  great 
reafon  to  lament  this  flavery  under  which  fhe  is 
held;    but  my  enemies  have  accufed  me  of 
having  defrauded  my  filler ;  that  lolt  fifter,  in 
whofe  behalf  I  have  fo  often  interceded  with 
the  worthy    Marchlonefs    de  Boulainvilliers, 
whole  fituation  I  have  deplored  with  fo  many 
fighs,  and  whom  I  received  with  fuch  joy. — 
This  fifter  fhould  with  indignation  have  con- 
tradicted fo  odious  a  paragraph,  which  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  fuppofe  a  fifter  can  have  counte- 
nanced. 

I  will  prove  then  how  very  far  I  am  from 
having  incurred  this  charge  of  having  embez- 
zled my  filter's  property,  to  whom  I  have  ever 
behaved  as  a  kind  and  even  a  generous  fifter, 
anticipating  her  wi(he3  by  every  kindnefs  in  my 

power. 
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power.  In  the  month  of  June,  1782,  hearing 
that  fhe  was  ill,  and  regretting  her  being  at  fo 
great  a  diftance  from  me,  I  defired  my  hufband 
to  go  and  fetch  her  to  Bar-fur- Aube ;  where 
Ihe  remained,  and  was  treated  with  all  tender- 
nefs  and  attention.  I  gave  her  a  femme  de 
chambre,  and  a  nurfe,  attended  her  in  her  ficfk- 
nefs,  which  was  of  long  continuance  •,  and,  in 
Ihort,  watching  and  nurling  her  with  the 
greateft  tendernefs.  It  was  during  this  time 
that  I  kept  four  filles  de  chambre;  and  I 
had  an  apartment  at  Verfailles  as  well  as  at 
Paris,  as  I  have  already  mentioned.  When  my 
fifter  was  re-eftablifhed  in  her  health,  I  advifed 
her  to  go  to  a  Convent  near  me,  being  at  that 
time  obliged  to  follow  the  Court,  as  well  as 
buiied  in  making  prelfing  folicitations,  not  only 
for  myfelf  but  my  brother  and  lifter,  to  obtain, 
if  polfible,  the  reftoration  of  my  anceftors'  pof- 
feffions.  My  lifter  approved  of  my  advice,  and 
I  condufted  her  to  a  Convent. 

In  the  year  1784,  I  went  to  fee  her,  and 
carried,  her  fifty  Louis ;  Ihe  then  exprefled  a 
delire  to  fpend  fome  time  with  me  at  Paris ;  I 
inftantly  granted  her  requeft  -9  Ihe  came  to  my 
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(     37°     ) 

houfe,  where  I  made  her  feveral  prefents,  fuch 
as  a  watch,  gowns,  &c.  and  gave  her  nearly 
3000  crowns.  But  the  gaities  of  the  Beau 
Monde  foon  weaned  her  mind  from  the  aufterity 
of  monaftic  regulations ;  her  Convent  appeared 
the  refidence  of  peeviihnefs  and  difcontent,  and 
ihe  expreffed  her  reludance  to  return  thither  > 
in  confequence  of  which,  I  placed  her  in  an 
elegant  apartment,  in  the  Convent  of  Urfulines, 
near  the  Palais  Royale,  gave  her  a  femme  de 
chambre,  furnifhed  her  a  magnificent  apart- 
ment, prefented  her  table-linen,  and  every  ne- 
ceffary  article,  and  allowed  her  a  penfion  of 
1800  iivres,  which  I  paid  in  advance  ;  and  alfo, 
when  I  departed  from  my  country-houfe  in  the 
year  1785,  from  whence  I  was  conveyed  to  that 
horrible  Baftile,  I  then  found  myfelf  (hort  of 
money,  and  wrote  to  my  fifter  to  receive  40 
Louis,  which  I  had  lent  to  a  lady  of  my  ac- 
quaintance j  they  were  paid  upon  demand,  but 
never  tranfmitted  to  me.  Thus  difappointed, 
and  my  neceffity  being  urgent,  I  fent  my  coun- 
fel,  M.  Doillot,  to  my  friend's  houfe,  who  him- 
felf  reported  that  the  money  was  paid  •,  and  M. 
Doillot,  notwithftanding,  can  give  teftimonyto 
the  truth  of  my  aflertion,  that  I  never  uttered 
the  flighted  reproach  again  11  my  lifter. 

I  had 
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I  had  three  gowns  at  my  mantua-maker's,' 
one  of  which  was  valued  at  25  Louis ;  finding 
myfelf  detained  in  the  Baftile,  I  begged  my 
counfel,  M.  Doillot  to  apprize  my  fitter,  that 
fhe  might  remove  thefe  articles  from  the  man- 
tua-maker's,  and  take  care  of  them  for  me  till 
I  fhouM  come  out  of  the  Baftile.  Scarce  had 
I  been  three  weeks  in  that  odious  prifon  of  the 
Salpetriere,  than  not  only  the  mifery  of  my 
own  condition  grieved  me,  but  I  felt  alfo  the 
moft  poignant  grief  for  the  fituation  of  my 
unfortuuate  fitter. 

Now  bereft  of  every  friend,  I  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief  in  refle&ing  upon  her  de- 
plorable ftate.  The  girls,  finding  me  almoft 
abandoned  todefpair,  and  hearing  me  frequently 
pronounce  my  fitter's  name,  kindly  attempted 
to  comfor%  me — "  Make  yourfelf  eafy,  Ma- 
dam," faid  they,  "  be  allured  that  we  fhall  find 
fome  means  of  conveying  a  letter  to  your  fitter.0 
I  refle&ed,  that  though  (he  had  loft  a  fifter,  her 
only  friend,  though  in  confinement,  I  might 
yet  be  ufeful  5  and  therefore  I  determined  to 
write  as  follows  :  "  Remember,  Madame,  that 
you  have  lent  your  fifter  700  livres  $  do  not 
fail  to  reclaim  them  of  the  domain  $  the  mis- 
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fortunes  of  your  fifter  affedl  me  too  fenfibly  to 
fufFer  me  to  be  more  particular.  I  am,  Ma- 
dam, your  moft  conftant  friend." 

I  underftood  fo  little  of  the  nature  of  this 
kind  of  bufmefs,  that  I  conceived  fhe  would  in- 
ftantly  be  able  to  procure  the  fum.     I  indulged 
myfelf  in  this  hope,  which  cheared  my  fpirits. 
Alas !  it  wa§  not  to  be  as  I  wifhed  ;  my  fifter, 
upon  receipt  of  my  letter,  inftantly  recognized 
.the  fignatiire;  and  though  I  had  ftri&ly  en- 
joined her  not  to  mention  a  word  of  this  letter 
to  any  one ;  yet  fhe  went,  without  any  reflec- 
tion, without  confidering  a  moment  what  cala- 
.mitous  confequences  would  refult  from  fuch 
:condu6t,  (he  went  immediately  to  the  houfe  of 
-M.  Tillet,  to  whom  fhe  fhewed  my  letter,  af- 
,  firming  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  written  by 
.me,  and  that  fhe  had  received  it  by  the  poft  ; 
]zt  the  fame  time  afluring  M.  Tillet,  that  I  was 
indebted  to  her  the  fum  mentioned  in  the  letter, 
and  requesting  him  perfonally  to  make  the  de- 
mand of  the  Baron  de  Breteuil. 

M.  Tillet,  upon  receiving  this  intelligence, 

^loft  not  a  moment,  but  inftantly  haftened  to 

the  Salpetriere,  and  feyercly  reprimanded  the 

fifters 
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fitters  for  fuffering  me  to  write.  They  were  all  * 
aftonifhed;  and,  knowing  the  difficulty  of 
conveying  a  letter  under  fuch  circum fiances  of 
confinement,  all  affirmed  that  it  was  impoflible 
I  could  have  wrote  any  fuch  letter,  as  I  had 
neither  pen  or  ink,  much  lefs  any  mode  of 
conveyance.  M.'Tilletpofitively  declared,  that 
he  had  both  feen  and  read  that  letter,  remained 
pofitive  in  his  aflertion,  obferving,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  would  fee  me  no  more.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  fifters  finding  themfelves  ac- 
cufed,  and  in  danger  of  lofing  their  places, 
loaded  me  with  the  keeneft  and  moft  bitter  re- 
proaches. 

M.  Tillet  kept  his  word ;  and  it  was  a  month 
before  I  faw  him  again.  During  this  tedious 
interval,  defpair  took  poffeffipn  of  me,  and 
preyed  upon  me  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  wifhed 
to  get  rid  of  a  life  that  was  become  intolerably 
burthenfome ;  refufed  to  take  any  fuftenance, . 
and  lay  every  night  on  the  cold  pavement.  This 
miferable  fituation  excited  the  compaflion  of 
the  fifters,  who  begged  Madame  Vi&oir  to  vifit 
me ;  and,  if  poflible,  adminifter  confolation  to 
me.  She  recoiled  with  horror  when  (lie  faw 
my  condition,  and  adopted  every  method  to  re- 
call 
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call  me  to  life.  She  perfuaded  M.  Tillet  to 
come  and  fee  me ;  but  I  was  thrown  into  fuch 
a  defperate  ftate,  that  I  abhorred  the  fight  of 
every  living  being.  I  even  refufed  to  fee  M. 
Tillet.  "  Leave  me  to  my  fate,"  exclaimed  I, 
"  fince  for  the  intention  of  doing  good,  I  am 
treated  as  if  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  crime  -,  tell 
M.  Tillet,  that  even  in  my  laft  moments  I 
(hall  acknowledge  his  kindnefs ;  but  tell  him 
alfo,  that  my  intention  to  do  good*  ought  not 
to  be  a  motive  for  him  to  be  unlad." 

Soon  after,  M.  Tillet  came  with  this  reipeft- 
able  Superior  to  fee  me  in  my  dungeon  *  and 
I  endeavoured  to  explain  what  I  thought  was 
the  injuftice  of  this  venerable  man*  Alas  1  I 
accufed  him  wrongfully ;  he  was  not  urijuft  ; 
his  only  motive  was  my  intereft,  which  he  ever 
had  in  view  5  he  feared  that  I  was  furnifhed  with 
materials  to  write,  and  as  he  had  been  witnefs 
#to  my  complaints  againft:  the  Queen,  was  ap- 
prehenfive  that  I  would  not  write  merely  to 
my  fifter,  but  to  many  other  perfons  in  Paris, 
againft  the  Queen. 

His  views  were  coincident  with  thofe  of  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil,  to  procure,  tkrough  the 

Queen's 
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Queen's  intervention,  that  I  fhould  be  fent  to 
a  Convent.  When  I  found  this,  I  loft  all  my 
prejudice  againft  M.  Tillet,  embraced  him,  and 
we  mutually  forgave  each  other.  I  entreated 
him  alfo  to  adopt  my  fitter  for  his  child,  to  in- 
terest himfelf  alfo  in  her  behalf.  I  begged  that 
he  would  reprefent  to  M.  de  Breteuil,  the  debt 
I  owed  my  fifter.  M.  Tillet  never  loft  an  op- 
portunity of  being ferviceable  to  her;  he  granted 
my  fifter  the  3500  livres  which  I  had  in  the 
Baftile,  under  an  obligation  from  her  to  allow 
me  twenty-five  Louis  per  annum. 

I  know  not  for  what  reafon  M,  de  Breteuil 
made  this  condition,  which  he  communicated 
to  M.  Tillet ;  whether  he  was  acquainted  that 
my  fifter  had,  blindly  indeed,  the  greateft  con- 
fidence in  an  Abbe,  who  was  well  known  to  be 
extremely  avaricious,  and  who  had  infmuated 
himfelf  into  my  filler's  good  opinion,  under 
pretext  of  ferving  her  as  an  advocate,  and  mak- 
ing every  claim  on  my  eftate  in  the  name  of 
my  fifter,  for  which  he  had  his  own  intereft  in 
view.  M.  de  Breteuil,  after  all  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  wiflied  to  tie  her  down  to  pay  me  this 
annuity  under  the  name  of  Angelique,  of  whom 
I   have  before  fpoken,  fearing  left  this  Abbe 

B  b  4  fhould, 
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fhould,  for  his  own  intereft,  contrive  to  op- 
pofe  it. 

I  was  myfeif*  offended  that  M.  de  Breteuil 
fhould  thus  fufpeft  my  filler,  and  when  M. 
Tillet  acquainted  me  of  this  arrangement,  ex- 
claimed againft  fuch  rigor  being  ufed  towards 
my  filler,    to  whom,  whatever  my  defigning 
calumniators  may  affert,  I  have  ever  behaved 
with  the  moll  cprdial  affe&iqn.     I  endeavored, 
but  could  not  bring  M.  Tillet  to  procure  an  al- 
teration of  thefe  reftri&ions.    More  thaa  500 
livres  have  been  granted  out  of  my  eflate  to  my 
filler,  by  the  exertions  of  her  advifer,    who, 
eager  to  grafp  at  every  thing,   and  thinking 
from  my  fituation,  being. in  prifon  and  con- 
demned, I  {hould  without  hefitation  enter  into 
his  fchemes,  and  blindly  fign  over  every  thing 
to  him, 

I  here  fubjoin,  for  the  Reader's  infpe&ion,  a 
letter  from  this  intriguing  Abbe,  whofe  pro- 
pofals  I  cannot  but  rejedl  with  indignation. 


LETTER 
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JITTER  FROM  THE  ABBE  PHAPH. 

J  itb  Sept.  1787, 

Madam, 

*  IT  is  with  great  pleafure  that  your  fifter  and 
I  learn  of  your  arrival  in  that  afylum  you  have 
fa  ardently  wiflicd;  at  length  then,  all  is  well, 
^jjd  we  are  .content, 

Jc  Alas !  no,  all  is  not  well— the  diftrefs  in 
which  you  found  your  hufband — the  afiiftanqp 
which  you  demand  of  your  fifter — From  thefe 
I  plainly  difcover,  that  you  are  ignorant  of  her 
unfortunate  fixation,  and  that  (he  is  now  di- 
ftrefled  herfelf.  It  is  true,  as  you  have  been 
given  to  uhderftand  from  M.  Tillet,  that  I 
had  obtained  for  your  fifter  an  annuity  of  3000 
livres  upon  your  eftate  during  your  detention 
in  the  Baftile,  of  which  I  have  fortunately  ob- 
tained 600  on  your  account. 


<c 


With  refpeft  to  yourfelf,  I  moft  fincerely 
hope  that  you  will  very  foon  be  removed  to  a 
Convent,  according  to  the  rumour  and  wifhes 
of  many  ladies  of  diftin&ion.     But,  Madam, 

\*e 
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we  have  not  yet  obtained  that  fum  $  this  agree- 
ment of  rent  is  not  yet  made,  notwithstanding 
the  folicitations  of  many  perfons  whom  I  have 
procured  to  apply  to  the  Minifter,  this  inftru- 
ment  is  not  yet  completed. 

<c  I  have  alfo  made  another  demand,  which  it 
may  be  neceffary  to  mention,  and  which  may 
be  eftimated  at  14  or  15000  livrcs  upon  your 
plate  and  furniture.  In  this  I  have  fucceeded, 
but  we  defire  your  fanftion  to  place  out  this 
fum,  as  well  as  the  firft  3000 ;  but,  God  knows 
when  your  fifter  will  receive  this  income. 

"  If  you  had  chofe  to  tranfmk  what  I  aft- 
edj  while  you  was  confined  in  that  infamous 
prifon,  your  fifter  would  not  probably  have 
been  reduced  to  fuch  extreme  diftrefs ;  in  that 
cafe  both  you  and  fhe  would  have  received  re- 
lief; you  would  then  have  been  affifted,  and  at 
leaft  have  been  poflefled  of  more  than  a  thou- 
fand  livres,  which  I  fear  you  have  now  loft. 
But  poflibly  it  is  not  yet  too  late,  perhaps  with 
afliduity  all  may  yet  be  retrieved  $  to  facilitate 
which  an  idea  ftrikes  me,  upon  which  I  beg 
you  to  deliberate. 

1  "I  conceive, 


(    379    ) 


cc 


I  conceive,  Madam  Gountefs,  upon  mature 
refle&ion  on  the  plan,  which  has  ftruck  me 
while  I  am  writing,  that  it  is  not  yet  too  late ; 
but  I  muft  firft  apprize  you.  I  have  learned 
that  your  fifter-in-law  has  been  at  Paris,  and 
has  gained  her  procefs  with  the  demefne  for 
your  houfe  at  Bar-fur-Aube.  After  this  fuc- 
cefs,  I  fhall  here  communicate  my  plan,  which 
muft  be'ali  written  either  by  your  hufband,  or 
yourfelf,  with  your  own  hand,  upon  a  fheet  of 
paper  hereunto  annexed,  and  which  you  muft 
both  lign,  adding  thefe  words — Agreed  to  this 
writing. — After  which  you  will  immediately 
fend  it,  and  by  virtue  of  this  inftrument,  which 
will  be  fuppofed  to  be  received  by  your  fifter, 
from  the  Ifle  of  France,  I  will  demand  payment 
of  one  half  in  her  name,  as  inheriting  one  half 
from  her  brother ;  the  bufinefs  will  be  fhort  in 
dividing  what  ought  to  be  between  your  fifter 
and  you  $  you  will  thus  make  a  beginning;  and 
I*  hope  that  fortune  will  be  more  favourable 
to  you  and  your  fifter,  who  is  now  a  prey  to 
diftrefs  of  every  fpecies.  Lofe  not  a  moment 
then  in  fending  this  writing.  I  will  inftantly 
form  a  demand  on  the  demefne,  and  follow  it 
up  with  that  fortunate  affiduity  which  cannot 
but  terminate  in  fuccefs  -,  and  convince  you, 

by 
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by  having  been  able  to  render  you  ferviee,  of 
my  devotion,  and  moft  profound  refpeft. 

4C I  have  an  earneft  defire  to  fee  yau,  but  am 
detained  here  upon  your  filler's  affairs.  I  wifh 
that  you  would  protraftthe  publication  of  your 
Memoir  till  my  arrival  $  I  may,  perhaps,  be  of 
fervice  in  this  $  but  fend  me  immediately  the 
writing  annexed  to- this  letter;  and  when  I 
have  availed  myfelf  of  it,  I  will  fend  you  the 
money  it  produces, 

c<  Confide  in  me  ;  prepare  your  materials  for 
the  Memoirs  you  mention,  but  do  not  publifh 
them.  I  cannot  explain  myfelf  further  by 
writing — but  truft  me. 

<c  If  you  choofe  not  to  copy  the  annexed 
writing,  you  can  only  fign  it,  putting  We  be- 
fore the  fignature,  and  on  the  other  fide,  place- 
ing  between  the  two  blank  lines — Value  4200 ; 
you  may  only,  if  you  pleafe,  write  the  initials 
of  your  name ;  but  it  would  be  much  better  co- 
pied, and  written  upon  the  large  fheet  of  paper, 
which  I  fend  you  for  that  purpofe. 

"  I  wait  your  anfwer,  and  am,  &c." 

Annexed 
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Annexed  Writing  mentioned  in  this  Letter. 

M  WE  thcunderfigned  Mark  Antony  de  / 
la  Motte  and  Jane  dc  St.  Remy  de  Valois,  his 
wife,  by  him  efpecially  authorized,  to  execute 
thefe  prefents,  having  this  day  definitively  fet- 
tled the  different  accounts  and  ftate  of  fums, 
the  Baron  de  Valois,  our  brother  and  brother- 
in-law,  has  at  different  times  lent  and  advanced, 
as  well  before  as  fince  our  marriage,  as  alfo  by 
the  payment  which  he  has  made  out  of  his  own 
pocket  to  any  of  our  creditors.  We  do  hereby 
acknowledge  lawfully  to  owe  to  the.  faid  Baron 
de  Valois,  our  brother  and  brother-in-law,  the 
furn  of  forty-two  thoufand  livres,  which  we 
hereby  promife  and  agree  to  pay  him  on  de- 
mand, or  at  feveral  payments,  at  his  ele&ion, 
after  the  fir  ft  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  ;  for  which  payment  we 
oblige  ourfelves,  and  all  our  eftate,  real  and 
perfonal,  which  we  now  have,  or  may  hereafter 
poffefs  ;  further  agreeing  to  renew  this  obliga? 
tion  before  a  Notary  at  the  firft  requeft  of  re- 
cognition that  (hall  be  made." 

Dated  at  Paris  this  fourth  day  of  April,  otic 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  invention  of  that  lntrignin 
Abbe,  whofe  brain  was  ever  teeming  with  in- 
ventions for  his  own  intereft  ;  a  very  pretty  ex- 
ample for  an  ecclefiaftic,  whofe  conduft  fliould 
be  peculiarly  exemplary.  Perceiving  the  drift  of 
this  artful  and  defigning  hypocrite,  who  me- 
ditated the  total  deftrudtion  of  my  hufband  and 
myfelf,  by  obtaining  our  fignatures  to  this  in- 
ftrument,  I  difdained  to  mak  a  reply  to  this 
letter. 

I  have  before  mentioned  the  diftrefs  in  which 
I  found  my  hufband  involved  when  I  came  to 
London.  I  had  written  to  my  lifter  a  letter 
explanatory  of  that  diftrefs,  and  begging  her  to 
fend  me  over  my  gowns,  when  this  fame  pro- 
pofition  was  again  offered,  in  rather  threatening 
language ;  my  anfwer  was  to  the  following 
purport  : 

"  Diftrefs,  my  dear  fifter,  however  poignant, 
{hall  never  influence  either  me  or  my  husband 
to  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  honor.  I  have  faid 
on  my  trial,  and  have  given  fufficient  proof  to 
fubftantiate  this  aflertion,  that  inftead  *)f  being 
obligated  to  my  brother  for  money  I  have  paid 
his  debts,  at   the  commencement  of  the  year 
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1783,  to  the  amount  of  50,000  livres.  As  I 
have  faid,  as  I  have  proved,  this  I  cannot  with 
propriety  recede,  and  contradift  a  fa&  already 
fubftantiated ;  and  as  my  hufband  and  I  had 
been  unjuftly  condemned,  I  hoped  we  fhould 
hereafter  have  the  means  of  full  and  ample 
justification." 

From  my  fitter,  whom  I  have  ferved  with 
maternal  tendernefs,  I  have  received  no  anfwen 
I  fhould  not  have  troubled  the  Public  with  do- 
mett ic  concerns;    but  when  I   am  publicly 
charged  with  having  appropriated  my  fitter's 
inheritance  to  my  own  ufe,  in  order  to  excite 
compaffion,  and  engage  the  Baron  de  Breteuil 
and  M.  de  Villedeuil  to  intereft  themfelves  in  her 
fervice,  I  have  no  other  refource  left  to  vindi- 
cate my  charafter.     I  have,  however,  reafon  to 
lufpeft  this  prieft,  who,  leaving  fpiritual  af- 
fairs to  themfelves,  devotes  himfelf  to  temporal 
concerns,  with  an  avidity  .ttrongly  characterise, 
which  he  thinks  more  advantageous ;  it  is  hef 
her  counfellor  and  advifer,  who  has  dubbed 
himfelf  direftor  of  her  confcience,   who   has 
turned  even  the  misfortunes  of  her  unfortunate 
fitter  into  ridicule,  which  is  bringing  fhanie  and 
difgrace  upon  that  fitter  whom  he  fo  dhxioufly 

profefies 
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profeffes  to  ferve.  It  is  foriiethlng  remarkable 
too,  that  I  never  had  an  aunt  of  the  name  of 
Varrence.  Probably  the  author  of  that  defray- 
ing paragraph  caught  the  idea  from  this  cir- 
cumftance.  I  mentioned  in  my  firft  Memoir, 
in  1785,  that  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan  had  taken 
my  affairs  under  his  patronage ;  among  other 
things,  he  was  trying  to  recovier  for  us.  an  in- 
heritance of  the  Marquis  of  Vienna,  my  great 
uncle,  who  died  at  Bourges,  in  Bervy;  for 
this  purpofe,  my  brother  authorized  me  by  let- 
ter of  attorney,  to  take  every  ftep  to  recover 
this  poffeffion ;  but  I  had  not  the  requifite  titles 
in  my  power.  This  circumftance  my  fifter  knew 
well,  and  fhe  certainly  fhould  have  contraditted, 
with  proper  authority,  reports  which  tend  not 
to  calumniate  me  alone,  but  herfelf  alio. 

The  papers  again  charge  me  as  an  intriguing 
woman;,  it  cannot  be  merely  the  newfpaper 
fcribblers ;  my  enemies  muft  be  at  the  bottom 
of  this ;  thofe  enemies  whom  I  can  well  con- 
found, and  declare,  in  all  the  confcioufnefs  of 
innocence,  before  the  face  of  the  univerfe,  that 
I  am  now  in  a  place  where  I  would  challenge 
them  to  give  proof  of  their  affertions.  At 
what  age,  and  in  what  manner  have  I  been  in- 
triguing ? 


\ 
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triguing  P  Have  I  not  already  fubmitted  my 
conduft  to  the  eyes  of  my  Reader  ?  Is  it  not 
•in  that  channel  where  it  will  foon  be  fpread 
abroad,  and  is  not  this  fufficient  to  fatisfy  every 
exifting  doubt  ? 

Jt  will  be  remarked,  that  Madame  de  Bou- 
lainvilliers,  while  (lie  lived,  folicited  in  our  be- 
half 5  that  the  death  of  that  worthy  mother 
obliged  me  to  throw  myfelf  upon  the  frieikfty 
proteftion  of  thofe  to  whom  {Re  had  recom- 
mended me.  ! 

In  the  year  1781  this  lady  died  -,  and  my  firft 
folicitations  at  Court  were  in  the  year  1782. — 
VThefe  folicitations  which  I  then  made  were 
warrantable;  they  were  perfe&ly  honorable, 
my  fole  intent  being  to  reclaim  the  pofleflions 
of  three  orphans,  and  the  eftate  of  their  an- 
ceftors.  But  my  enemies  will  object,  perhaps, 
that  I  havealfo  folicited  for  perfons  from  Whom 
I  received  prefents,  for  thofe  who  rewarded  me 
for  fuch  folicitations.  They  charge  me  falfely ; 
tile  pleafure  of  having  ferved  the  neceflitous  and 
the  unfortunate  is  all  the  reward  I  wiflied,  and 
all  I  have  evef  received.  This  I  have  proved  in 
qpy  procefs  $  and  I  muft  at  leaft  claim  iome 
Vol.  II.  C  c  finall 
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fmall  credit  for  my  humanity  and  difmtereited* 
nefs. 

So  vciy  little  am  I  famed  for  intrigue,  that 
the  very  intrigue  into  which  I  was  unfortu- 
nately drawn  by  the  very  intriguing  parties 
themfelves^— that  intrigue  from  which  I  found 
it  fo  difficult  to  extricate  myfelf—I  was  afhamed 
of  it  to  the  very  foul  >  and  was  every  day.  re- 
proaching the  Cardinal,  and  advifing  him  to 
abandon  a  parfuit  fo  very  repugnant  to  my 
ideas.  Mutt  I  recapitulate  here,  or  turn  again 
the  eyes  of  my  Readers  to  the  depofitions  of 
la  Porte,  to  prove  how  little  I  was  fwayed  by 
mercenary  motives  ?  He  fays,  that  knowing  my 
intimacy  with  the  Cardinal,  he  prefented  me 
fome  plan,  that  he  wifhed  me  to  read,  at  which 
I  burft  into  aloud  laugh.  "  Me,  Sir,". laid  1> 
".  1  know  nothing  at  all  about  the  bufuiefs  3  I 
wifh  to  do  you  fervice  with  the  Cardinal,  and 
will  recommend  you,,  but  that's  alM  can  do." 
I  accordingly  ufed  my^influence  witjh  the  Car- 
dinal, and  perfuaded.lunf  to  grant  an  iptervi^w 
to  Meffrs,  Perrins,  of  -Lyons,  the  negodatot? 
aijd  proj^&ptS'of  this  plan.  The  Cardinal  re* 
ceived  them  with  the  grq&teft  affability,  and  af- 
fured  them  of  his  patronage,  • 
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1  La  Porte  further  adds,  that  thefe  fame  gen- 
tlemen had  afterwards  three  audiences  of  the 
Cardinal,  who  gave  them  fuch  ftrong  affurances 
of  fuccefs,  that,  in 'a  tranfport  of  gratitude, 
they  promifed  one  million  of  livres  to  the  Car- 
dinal, a  large  fum  for  me,  one  fcfr  la  Porte,  one 
for  His  father-in-law,  and  feveral  millions  for 
the  Queen,  as  alfo  for  de  Calorine  and  feverial 
others.  This  fa&  the  Cardinal  would  have  de- 
nied, but  that  I  obliged  la  Porte  and  Grenie'tb 
corroborate  the  circumftances  here  ftated. 

They  further  alio  depofed,  that  thefe  nego- 
tiators, to  teftify  their  gratitude  for  the  fervice 
I  had  rendered  them,  defired  to  know  of  la 
Porte,  if  a  pecuniary  offer  would  be  accepted 
by  me,  to  which  he  replied  in  the  negative. — 
They  -then  prefumed  that  a  gratuity ,  of  ibme 
beautiful  ftuffs  might  be  offered  without  wound- 
ing jny  delicacy,  and  accordingly  fent  me  one 
of  the  mod  beautiful  gowns  I  ever  faw,  wortk 
about  fourteen  thoufand  livres.  When  I  re- 
ceived it,  I  fent  three  letters  to  the  negociators 
at  Lyons,  defiring  them  to  find  fome  opportu- 
nity to  fetch  aWay  the  prefent  which  they  Had 
had  the  politenefs  to  fend  me,  but  which  I  beg- 
ged leave  to  refufe. 

C  c  2  I  have 
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I  have  earnestly  entreated  the  Judges  to  pro- 
cure thefe  letters,  to  convince  themfelves  of  my 
difmtereftednefs,  and  to  prove  how  little  I  un- 
derftood  of  the  bufinefs,  which  I  left  to  be  en- 
tirely negociated  between  the  Cardinal  and 
themfelves.  Had  I  been  as  mercenary  as  my 
enemies  would  infinuate,  I  might  have  received 
confiderable  fums  for  my  fervices  $  fums  which 
probably  my  enemies,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
would  have  eagerly  grafped  at,  but  which  I 
could  not  ftoop  to  receive. 

It  is  neceflary  that  I  fhould  here  mention  my 
refufal  of  100,000  livres  from  the  Jewellers, 
which  I  proved  before  the  Judges  j  but  I  have 
no  reafon  to  expett  favor  from  thofe  who  have, 
indeed;  proved  themfelves  to  be  mercenary*— 
I  flatter  myfelf  between  my  conduft  and  theirs 
there  is  a  fufficient  difference  to  entitle  me  to 
impartiality :  thefe  impoftors  have  been  hitherto 
too  readily,  too  implicitly  believed  $  for  well  I 
know  that  it  is  the  received  opinion  amongft 
thofe  who  wifli  me  ill,  that  I  am  a  woman  of 
an  intriguing  fpirit ;  but  I  have  the  confola- 
tion  to  refleft,  that  fuch  vile  infmuations  will 
vanifti  into  air  when  my  Readers  fhall  have  ho- 
nored my  Memoirs  with  an  attentive  perufal } 

they 
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they  will  there  fee,  that  for  fix  months  after 
the  death  of  my  worthy  mother,  I  remained 
filent  and  unknown ;  I  did  not,  therefore,  pre- 
cipitately launch  myfelf  into  the  world,  but 
gradually  made  my  claims  from  the  Court,  at 
which  time  I  was  not  more  than  twenty-five 
years  of  age j  and  at  the  time  of  the  cataftrophe 
in  1785  I  was  only  twenty-eight;  fo  that  all 
this  intriguing  fpirit,  this  adroitnefs  of  con* 
trivance  which  my  enemies  have  accufed  me  of, 
is  nothing  more  than  giddy  vivacity,  which,  too 
impetuous  for  the  flow  deduftions  of  reafon, 
is  often  actuated  by  the  mere  influence  of  mo- 
mentary impulfe.  Very  little  from  natural  dif- 
pofition,  (till  lefs  from  natural  inclinations, 
have  I  been  calculated  for  a  woman  of  intrigue. 

I  cite  my  conduft,  from  the  firft  dawn  of 
reafon  to  the  moment  of  my  difgrace,  from 
every  circumftance  which  1  have  laid  before  my 
Readers,  if  they  can  with  propriety  accufc  me 
of  cunning  or  contrivance ;  and  I  think,  from 
this  imputation  of  my  enemies,  defencelefs  as 
I  now  am,  I  am  entitled  to  compaflion  s  but, 
alas !  I  have  not  yet  experienced  the  laft  confe- 
rences of  my  difgrace,  which  has  opened  many 
doors  for  the  abandoned  of  every  defcription  to 
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enter  and  attack  me ;  even  thofe  whom  I  fcarce 
knew  have  moft  unaccountably  become  my  ene- 
mies. 

Scarce  was  I  arrived  in  England  thai*  I  re- 
N  ceived  a  packet,  containing  a  letter  filled  with 
the  moft  pointed  abufe,  with  a  caricature  print, 
and  myiname  at  the  bottom-  This  -was  the 
performance  of  a  perfon  whofe  name  was  Cofta, 
the  conduct  of  whofe  wife  has  been  explained 
by  my  hufband  in  his  Memoir,  as  well  as  the 
njode  in  which  he  firft  became  acquainted  with 
her  hufbapd.  This  woman,  in  a  very  miferable 
and  di/trefied  condition,  was  brought  to  my 
houfe  by  the  Abbe  Gamboni  j  heir  fituation  ex- 
cited my  pity,  and  I  gave  her  two  Louj$  5  her 
hufband  had  abandoned  her  to  live  with  another 
woman  j  it  was  from  her  we  learnt  that  this 
caricature  and  letter  were  the  performance  of 
her  hufband,  who  takes  ple&fure  in  writing 
ajionymous  letters,  in  order  to  make  mifchief. 
It  was  this  very  man  who,  about  the  fame  pe- 
«  riod,  printed  a  libel  againft  the  Queen  of 
Fiance,  entitled,  "  The  Supper  of  Antoinette/' 
He  wrote  alfo  to  the  Minifter  at  Paris,  to  M. 
JJarthelemy,  Charge  des  Affaires  at  London, 
informing  them  that  Count  de  la  Motte  had 
v  printed 
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printed  falfe  reports  againft  the  Queen  >  that  it 
was  in  his  power  to  ftop  the  publication,  if 
the  Government  would  fupport  and  reward 
him;  but  the  Minifter  and  M.  Barthelemy 
would  not  condefcend  to  anfwer  this  man, 
whom  they  knew  too  well.  It  was  then  that 
this  mifefable  wretch  threw  out  fire  and  flame 
againft  them  all,  and  concluded  by  fending 
them  one  of  thefe  publications,  the  very  libel 
which  he  pretended  was  written  by  M.  de  la  ♦ 
Motte ;  two  copies  of  which  were  procured  for 
our  perufal  by  the  Abbe  and  his  wife. 

This  publication  fufficiently  proved  the  vil- 
lainy of  which  this  wretch  was  capable.  M. 
de  la  Mottp  carried  one  to  M.  Barthelemy,  who 
inftrufted  him  in  all  the  machinations  of  this 
man,  who  was  continually  plotting  his  deftruc- 
tion.  This  man,  indefatigable  in  this  fpecies 
of  accufation,  being  apprized  of  the  efforts  of 
M.  de  la  Motte  to  avenge  himfelf,  fwore  a  debt 
againft  him  of  one  hundred  guineas,  for  which 
my  hufbdnd  gave  his  bill,  and  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed to  prove  his  debt,  he  chofe  not  to  ap- 
pear, but  abfeonded.  He  then  fent  many  letters, 
•  filled  with  abufe  againft  me,  whom  he  had 
never  known. 

C  c  4  The 


(    39*    ) 

The  miferies  of  the  wife  made  me  forget  the 
injuries  of  the  hufband.  At  the  requeft  of  M* 
de  la  Matte,  I  took  care  of  her  i  (he  lodged  aX 
my  houfe,  and  I  gave  her  feven  guineas  and  a 
half  to  buy  her  cloaths  and  other  articles  fhe 
wanted ;  fhe  lived  with  me  fixteen  or  eighteen 
months  j  qX  the  expiration  of  this  time,  parti- 
cular reafons  induped  me  tQ  requeft  this  wo- 
man to  depart  j  I  then  gave  her  two  guineas* 
A  Jew  months  after  this,  having  heard  her  fay 
a  hundred  times  every  thing  fhe  knew  relative 
to  the  Ambaffador,  -M.  d'Adhemar,  and  his  Se^- 
cretary  d'Arragon,  (he  made  the  depofition 
which  I  here  fubjoin,  as  a  letter  fubferyient  tQ 
the  j  unification  of  M.  de  la  Motte : 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  MR$,  COSTA. 

Middlesex,  London,  December  9,  1788, 

TO  wrr< 

I,  the  underwritten  Benjamin*  Cofta,  de- 
pofe  and  aflert  as  follows :  That  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1786,  I  departed  from  Edinburgh,  in 
order  tp  deliver  at  Paris,  a  packet  of  letters  and 
papers  from  Count  de  la  Motte,  to  a  lawyer  of 

the 
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the  name  of  Doillot :  that  after  performing 
the  faid  commifllon,  I  took  my  way  back  to 
England,  with  the  aforefaid  lawyer's  anfwer  to 
the  Count;  that  at  the  town  of  Aire,  in  Ar- 
tois,  I  was  taken  up  by  people  difpatched  after 
me  from  the  police  at  Paris,  and  carried  back 
to  the  Baftile,  whence,  after  two  days  confine- 
ment, I  was  taken  out  and  carried  before  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil,    one  of  the  Minifters  of 
State,  who  told  me  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
my  hulhand,  "  who,"  he  added,  "  has  great 
confidence  in  you ;  then  referred  me  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Police,  who  was  to  give  xne 
one  hundred  Louis  d'ors,  which  the  latter  ac- 
cordingly did,  after  taking,  in  my  prefence,  a 
copy  of  the  letter  which  I  had  from  Mr.  Doil- 
lot, the  lawyer,'  in  anfwer  to  Count  d£  la 
Motte ;  that  I  was  then  difmifled  under  the 
efcoit  of  Bailiffs  of  the  Police,  who  took  me 
poft  down  to  Calais,  where  t  paffed  the  fea,  and 
on  my  arrival  in  London,  I  had  an  audience  of 
the  Count  d'Adhemar,  to  whom  the  Police  at 
Paris  had  referred  me  for  my  inftru&ions.   His 
Excellency  bid  me  tell  my  hulband  to  take  a 
houfe  near  Newcaftle-upon-Tyne,  to  facilitate 
the  conveying  off  the  Count  dc  la  Motte,  and 
that  my  fortune  fhould  be  made ;  adding  that 

d'Arragon 
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d'Arragon  fhould  fet  out  next  day  for  New- 
caftlc.  Being  myfelf  arrived  there,  I  heard  from 
my  hufband,  that  he  had  received  one  thoufand 
guineas  from  the  Secretary  d'Arragon,  of  which 
fum  I  faw,  in  notes,  to  the  amount  of  nine 
hundred  and  forty  guineas  in  my  hufband's 
poffeflion,  lixty  guineas  having  been  defalcated 
by  the  faid  d'Arragon  for  his  own  ufc,  That 
my  faid  hufband  informed  me  he  was  to  receive 
moreover,  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  for  de- 
livering up  the  faid  Count  de  la  Motte  to  the 
French  Miniftry,  the  Sieur  d'Arragon  referving 
to  himfelf  alfo  one  fifth  part  of  the  faid  fum : 
that  my  hufband  had  been  folicited  by  the  faid 
d'Arragon,  to  adminifter  to  the  faid  Count  de 
la  Motte,  the  contents  of  a  certain  phial,  which 
were  to  put  him  to  fleep  for  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  during  which  they  fhould 
put  him  into  a  fack,  and  convey  him  to  a  fhip 
lying  ready  in  the  harbour,  the  Captain  of 
which  was  one  Surbois,  an  Exempt  of  the 
French  Police  ;  that  my  hufband  abfolutely  de- 
clined adminiftering  the  draught  contained  in 
the  faid  phial.  Thdt  the  pretence  of  the  faid 
vefTeVs  (of  which  the  whole  cfew  were  a  fwarm 
of  retainers  to  the  Police,  in  difguife)  failing 
to  Newcaftle>  was  to  make  experiments  on  pit 
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coal.  That  my  hulband  having  all  along  dif- 
covered  to  Count  de.  la  Motte,  the  whole  ma- 
chination,  the  latter,  unwilling  that  Mr.  Cofta 
Ihould  lofe  the  money  promifed  him,  fuffered 
him  to  aft  as  if  in  concert  with  the  people  fent 
to  apprehend  the  Count;  in  conlequence  of 
which  we  all  came  up  together  to  London, 
where  my  hufband  had  a  meeting  in  a  hackney- 
coach,  with  Count  d'Adhemar,  and  his  Secre- 
tary d'Arragon,  apparently  on  the  fubjeft  of 
betraying  the  Count  de  la  Motte.  In  witnefs  . 
whereof  I  have  figned  the  preient  atteftation. 

BENJAMINA  COSTA- 
Sworn  before  me, 
this  gth  of  December \  1788. 
Wntf  HYDE. 

I  did  notchoofe  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  wo- 
man's diftrefled  fituation  to  procure  this  affida- 
vit, which  will  fufficiently  explain  the  machi-  f 
nations  of  my  enemies,  but  waited  till  Mrs. 
Cofta  had  procured  a  place  3  it  was  then  I  fent 
for  her.*  it  was  then,  freely  and  without  re- 
ward, fhe  made  jhis  depofition  upon  her  oath. 
This  woman's  huiband  then  aflerted,  that  I  had 
taken  undue  advantage  of  his  wife*  and,  fraught 
with  malice,  went  about  from  one  coffee-houie 
f  to 
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to  another,  French  bookfellers,  &<:•  inventing 
malicious  lies,  and  endeavouring,  as  much  as 
poffible  to  blacken  the  chara&er  of  my  hut- 
band  and  myfelf.  This  wretch  then  wrote  me 
a  letter  fo  infamous,  that  no  defcription  can 
poffibly  equal.  But  I  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  my  Readers,  nor  wafte  my  own,  by  calling 
into  exiftence  a  wretch  who  will  foon  fink  into 
his  natural  infignificance. 

The  letter  I  allude  to  is  left  with  Sir  Sampfon 
Wright  i  but  at  the  time  it  was  written,  this 
fellow,  dreading  the  confequences,  thought  pro- 
per to  abfcond ;  and,  to  prevent  being  purfued, 
caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread  that  he  was  dead  s 
and  his  wife,  to  give  colour  to  tfes,  put  on 
mourning,  and  gave  out  that  he  died  in  HoU 
land. 

•  Some  perfons,  however,  believe,  they  can 
trace  him  writing  the  life  of  another  vagabond, 
Caglioftro,  whofe  tranfcendant  virtues  have 
brought  him  to  the  ftake  at  Rome*  if  newk 
papers  fpeak  true,  That  great  man  difdained 
the  death  of  common  men;  but  could  not, 
though  he  had  lived  all  his  life  under  planetary 
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influence,  and  caculated  the  nativity  of  others, 
predict  the  fplendor  of  his  own  exit.  This 
oracle,  who  bewitched  the  Cardinal's  under- 
handing,  has  now  convinced  his  credulous 
friends  and  ^dherents  of  the  fallacy  of  preditt* 
ing  futur^events  by  aftrological  calculation? ; 
for  I  have  heard  that  he  has  been  lately  burnt 
at  Rome. 

It  is  this  M.  Co#a*  who  would  flop  at  no* 
thing,  and  breathes  implacable  vengeance  againft 
me  and  my  hufband,  who  has  propagated  fo 
many  calumnies  againft  me ;  he  has  even  wrote 
to  M.  Tillet  a  letter  replete  with  the  greateft 
fcuriility,  and  concluding  with  the  following 
paragraph : — "  M.  de  la  Matte  has  left  his 
wife,  taken  away  all  the  furniture,  effects,  and 
money,  and  left  her  in  great  diftrefs/'  Sighed 
Angelique.  This  girl  has  never  wrote  any  fuch 
thing. 

Another  letter  fays,  "  Madame  de  la  Mottc 
was  for  fome  time  aflifted  by  an,  Englifh  noble- 
man i  but  he  was  fo  difgufted  at  feeing  her  in- 
delicacy in  writing  pamphlets,  and  alfo  another 
Memoir,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  money, 
.that  notwithftanding  he  had  taken  her  under  his 
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.prote&ion,  he  at  length  abandoned  her."— 
Signed  Angelique  Genico.  This  poor  girl  de- 
nied thefe  letters  with  tears  in  her  eyes  s  fhe  is 
not  capable  of  being  fb  great  a  monfter.  Who 
then  can  haye  written  them  ?  No  other  than 
thofe-very  impcrftors,  thofe  unprincipled  crea- 
tures who  have  forged  the  reft. 

I  have  before  mentioned  the  cruelty  of  my 
relations,  who  turned  a  deaf  <ar  to  the  requeft 
of  poor  ]\f  arianne ;  not  fo  my  worthy  Iriend 
Mademoifelle  de  Chartom   Alas !  that  I  fhould 
meet  more  compaffionf,  more  relief  from  ftrart- 
gers,  than  relations,  from  whom  I  had  a  right 
to  expeft  both.    I  have  elfewhere  reprobated 
their  conduft ;  but  I  forgot  to  infert  in  its  pro- 
per place  the  letter  I  received  from.  M.  de 
uharton,  which  fpeaks  the  native  goodnefs  of 
her  heart,  contrafted  with  the  meannefs  of  Ma- 
dame de  Surmon ;  I  fhall  therefore  infert  it 
here ;  and  its  infertion  will  need  no  other  pre- 
face, and  requires  no  further  apology. 
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LETTER  FROM  M.  CHARTON. 

Madam, 

€C  Permit  me  to  commence  this  letter,  by 
congratulating  ypji  upon  your  fortunate  arrival, 
and  thanking  ydu  for  halving  the  kindnefs  to 
inform  me  of  it ;  you  have  thereby  done  juftice 
to  that  lively  intereft  with  which  your  unfor- 
tunate condition  has  oonftantly  infpired  mc-^ 
Accept  my  fincere  good  wifhes  that  you  may 
enjoy  as  much  prpfperity  in  England  as.  you 
£ave  fuffered  #iv$rfity  in  France;  Truft  to  the 
fincerity  ,pf  her,  who,  without  having  deeply 
fcrvitipiged  your  unfortunate  bufmefs^  has  con- 
Aaijtiy;]amjente4  the.  troubles,  dri:  which  it  has 
involved  you* 

.1  blu(h  .whep  J  think  of  the  acknowledg- 
ments ^vhflph  you  hsvejfoprofufely  beftowedon 
my  gogd  wiflaes  ft*  ifcrvcyott,  for  they  are  en- 
.titHdtP  littfe.merit;  •  I  havenotgiven  you  fuch 
ptqpfs  as  yourwfrtuation  ftiould  have  exaftei 
This  poor  Marianne  has  greatly  exaggerated 
and  magnified  the  little  I  have  done,  which  ori- 
ginated ir|  her  defire  tp  do  juftice  to  my  anxiety 
on  account  pfjgny  inability  to  do  as  I  wifhed. 

#  Humanity 
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Humanity  is  a  virtue  in  a  good  heart *  it  is 
alfo  a  duty  which,  if  my  abilities  had  fuffered 
me  to  fulfil,  I  fhould  have  been  amply  recom- 
penfed  in  its  accomplifhment. 

Suffer  me,  Madam,  to  remind  you  of  happier 
times ;  and  you  will  believe,  that  if  I  had  been 
able  to  oblige  you,  I  ftiOuld  not  have  failed  to 
acquit  myfelf  towards  you,  and  thereby  evince, 
that  the  recolleftion  of  your  kindnefs  to  a  per- 
ion  belonging  to  me  has  not  been  effaced  from 
my  heart  by  the  pi&ure  of  your  misfortunes. 
Relu&antljy  I  remind  you  of  your  diftrefiii^ 
fituation  at  the  moment  when  yoti  regained 
your  frfeqpom.  Imagine  to  yourfelf  my  afto- 
nifhmenj  on  the  arrival  of  Marianne,  my  anx- 
iety, my  embarraflment — you  without  aflift- 
ance,  and  I  without  the  means  of  procuring  it  -, 
your  fecret  to  be  kept,  fear  led  an  indifcreet 
zaal  might  be  detrimental  to  your  intereft; 
every  thing  contributed  to  redouble  my  anxiety. 
Perplexed  to  a  degree,  the  abfence  of  Madame 
de  la  Tour  completed  my  embarraflment  $  I  de- 
termined, however,  to  go  in  queft  of  Madame 
de  Surmon,  not  being  acquainted  with  your  af- 
fairs ;  ignorant  of  every  circumftance  that 
might  have  been  between  yptf,   I  could  only 
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ftcldrefs  myfelf  to  them  as  a  fuppliant,  inceffaritly 
apprehenfive  left  they  fhould  be  offended  with 
my  application,  as  I  had  no  authority  to  prefi 
them  urgently  in  your  behalf.  With- the :tefiilt 
of  this  firft  application  you  are  acquainted, 
fince  you  had  an  interview  w  ith  M.  de  Surmon 
that  fame  evening.  I  cannot,  however,  help 
remarking,  that  the  fmali  affiftande  (he  then: 
afforded  was  incompetent  to  carry  you  to  Eng- 
land ;  I  was,  therefore,  not  furjir&ed  at  the  re* 
turn  of  Marianne,  and  ftill  lefs  fo  at  theintent: 
of  her  journey  ?  it  was  then  that'I  wafe  moft 
ienfibly  affe&ed  at  the  diitrefs  of  your  fad  fitu* 
ation. 

<c  I  again  moft  folemnly  declare,  that  I  atrt 
totally  ignorant  of  your  hufbariH's  affairs 'fince 
your  terrible  cataftrophe.  I  have  ftudioufly 
avoided  every  thing  that  could  again  bring  them 
into  recolle&ion.  At  length  Marianne  deter-^ 
mined  to  purfue  her  journey  (after  the  poor 
girl  -was  ill-treated  by  this  family)  to  Paris. 
At  hftr  return  to  Bar-fur- Aube,  fhe  fhowed  me 
her  little  bumlle  and  a  few  Louis,  which  fhe 
had  brough™rom  Paris  5  fhe  then  fhowed  me 
a  fmali  parcel,  containing  fhifts  and  a  cloak, 
all  belonging  to  you,  Madame  \  but  which,  I 
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am  forry  to  fay,  thcfe  relations  fuffered  to  be 
taken  away,  and  fold  or  pledged;  and  this 
mean  relation  redeemed  the  cloak  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  poor  girl. 

"  Alas,  Madame,  for  my  part  I  have  done 
nothing ;  I  have  no  other  merit  than  in  difen- 
cumbering  poor  Marianne  of  her  bundle,  which 
incompioded  her  in  her  journey ;  the  fmall  fum 
I  have  advanced  is  too  trifling  to  deferve  any 
acknowledgment — Yes,  Madam,  it  was  then 
that  I  indeed  fincerely  regretted  that  I  was  not 
rich. 

"  The  fituation  in  which  you  found  M.  de  la 
Motte  has  excited,  and  will  long  continue  to 
excite,  my  fenfibility ;  allure  him,  Madam,  that 
the  diftance  which  misfortune  removes  us  from 
each  other,  has  not  diminifhed  that  attachment 
for  you  which  I  have  always  been  anxious  to 
demonftrate  -,  and  I  (hall  constantly  think  my- 
1  elf  happy  in  proving  to  both  thofe  refpe&ful 
fentiments  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"  Madame, 

"  Your  very  humltfe 

cc  And  obedftnt  fervant, 
"  MELANIE  CHARTON. 
Bar-fur- Aube*  "Sept.  itth,  1787. 
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The  above  is  the  kind  epiftle  I  received  frbm 
*M\  Charton,  wherein  the  meannefs  of  Madame 
Surmon  is  fufficiently  confpicuous ;  the  flights, 
the  infults,  the  indignities  I  have  fuffered  from 
unknown  eiiemieS,  ai*e  not  half  fo  intolerable  as 
thofe  I  have  received  from  relations ;  it  is  thofe 
who  have  encouraged  the  reft  to  print  pam- 
phlets replete  with  falfities ;  it  is  thofe  who, 
with  unheard-of  barbarity,    have  determined 
that  I  fhall  have  no  retreat.  Inhuman  wretches, 
whither  will  ye  purfue  me  ?  Ye  have  deftroyed 
my  reputation ;  Malice  has  fattened  upon  the 
animofity  ye  bear  me.    Stripped  of  my  pro- 
perty, driven  from  my  native  country,  will  ye 
envy  me  even  this  poor  retreat  ?  In  the  exi- 
gences of  obfcurity,  will  ye  purfue  me  to  de- 
ftruftion  ?  # 

When  thefe  wrfetches  diftovered  the  place  of 
my  retreat,  they  crowded  around  the  door,  and 
fendeavoured  to  terrify  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe. 
"  The  perfon  who  lodges  here,"  faid  they  "  is 
the  famous  Countefs  dfe  la  Motte,  a  wicked  and 
a  dangerous  woman,  the  author  of  a  libel  againft 
I  the  French  Government ;  fhe  is  characterized 
as  fuch  in  all  the  newfpapers  $  as  foon  as  the 
Government  is  apprized  that  lhe  is  here,  they 
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will  ufe  force,  and  it  will  be  inevitably  attended 
with  fatal  confequences  not  only  to  yourfelf 
but  family. 

Such  were  the  means  made  ufe  of,  and  lefs 
than  thefe  infinuations  were  fufficient  to  inti- 
midate people  not  coi\verfant  with  the  laws  of 
their  country.  The  next  day,  they  again  de- 
fired  the  people  where  I  lodged  inftantly  to  drive 
me  out,  and  ftili  endeavouring  to  imprefs  them 
with  a  fenfe  of  their  danger. 

Terrified  with  imaginary  fears,  thefe  people 
were  agitated  to  that  degree,  that  nothing  could 
quiet  them  but  the  remonftrance  of  a  perfon  of 
property  and  unblemiihed  reputation,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  take  all  the  confequences  upon  himfelf. 
Thus  allured,  as  I  feared  no  founded  charge 
againft  me,  and  gueffing  the  quarter  from 
whence  thefe  "yijuries  proceeded,  I  confentedto 
remain  in  the  &me  houfe.  But  it  is  impoflible 
for  my  Readers  to  have  any  idea  of  that  invete- 
racy with  which  I  have  been  purfuedj  but  I 
know  the*quarter  from  whence  it  proceeds,  and 
the  end  it  is  expe£ted  to  produce.  My  enemies 
wifh,  by  harrafling  and  fatigue,  to  make  me 
weary  of  life ;  they  wifh  to  bring  me  to  my 
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grave,  where  they  may  then  blaft  my  memory 
with  fcandalous  reports  uncontroverted.  Then 
memoirs  and  pamphlets  may  be  circulated  as 
authentic;  then  they  may  make  me  fay  juft 
what  they  wifh  to  be  believed ;  but  I  truft  the 
difcerning  and  humane  will  not  eafily  give  cre- 
dit to  fuch  infinuationg  from  thofe,  the  depth 
of  whofe  malignity  cannot  eafily  be  afcei> 
tained. 

During  my  confinement  in  the  Baftile,  the 
family  of  Rohan  circulated  a  report  that  f  was 
an  intriguing  woman,  who  ufurped  a  noble 
name,  the  better  to  deceive  and  impofe  upon 
the  credulous.  My  counfel,  M.  Doiilot,  hear- 
ing thefe  reports,  and  reading  the  public  prints, 
queftioned  me  concerning  my  birth,  and  de- 
manded how  I  could  get  it  certified,  all  my  pa- 
pers and  letters  having  been  detained  in  the 
Baftile. 

I  then  faw  no  other  mode  but  to  make  a  de- 
mand upon  the  Minifter,  to  whominy  counfel 
accordingly  wrote.  But  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he  could  do 
nothing  himfelf  without  the  concurrence  of  th6 
Parliament)  in  confequence  of  this  my  coun- 
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fcl  wrote  twice  to  the  Parliament,  who  re£ufed 
his  application.  At  length,  finding  this  juft 
demand  rejected,  M,  Doillot  determined  to  ap- 
ply to  M.  d'Hozier  de  Serigny,  Grand  Ge- 
nealogift  of  France,  who  granted  the  Memoir, 
perufed,  examined  arid  figned  by  him,  which 
my  c6unfel  rendered  public,  by  affixing  it  to 
my  firft  Memoir ;  and  which,  for  the  Readers 
infpe&ion,  I  have  likewife  annexed  to  this 
work. 

At  length  then  my  enemies,  convinced  that 

I  was  defcended  from  Blood  Royal,    finding 

themfelves  difappointed  here,  they  attacked  my 

kufband's  family,  which  alfo  gained  fplendor 

from  their  fcrutiny ;  they  fpread  a  report  that 

M.  de  la  Motte  was  the  fon  of  a  poor  family  at 

Boulogne ;  that  his  father,  called  la  Motte,  of 

Bar-fur- Aube,  had  been  a  common  foldier,  and 

having  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  his  braveiy,  was 

rewarded  with  the  Crofs  of  St.  Louis  and  the 

brevet  of  Colonel.     To  refute  this  report  alfo, 

my  counfel  demanded  fome  of  thefe  titles,  which 

were  alfo  among  my  papers  in  the  Baftile;  but 

M.  de  }a  Motte  s  mother  furnifhed  him  with 

titles  fufficiently  authentic  to  be  inferted  with 

mine. 

t  I  (hall 
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I  fhall  only  teli  my  enemies,  whom,  if  poA 
fible,  I  would  fct  right,  that  neither  my  huf- 
band,  nor  any  defcendants  of  that  family,  were 
born  in  Champagne,  but  in  Lower  Gafcony,  of 
a  noble  and  ancient  family ;  that  my  hufband's 
anceftors  have  been  decorated  with  the  Order  - 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  created  by  Henry  the  Se- 
cond and  his  three  fuccefifors.  M.  de  la  Motte's 
father  was  a  Chevalier  of  St.  Louis,  and  his 
anceftors  poffefied  thofc  honors  their  merit  had 
juftly  acquired. 

Under  the  reign  of  •  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
they  were  honored  with  a  great  number  of  let- 
ters, defiring  their  advice  concerning  affairs  of 
State,  greeting  them  with  the  title  of  Dear  and 
Well-beloved  Chevalier  de  la  Motte.  A  grert 
number  of  thefe  letters,  joined  to  the  authentic 
titles  of  that  family,  have  placed  my  huiband's 
anceftors  in  places  of  eminence,  and  all  have 
uniformly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  as  gentle- 
men and  brave  officers. 

M.  de  la  Motte's  father  was  Lieutenant-ma- 
jor in  the  regiment  of  the  Count  and  Vifcount 
d'Argouge,  which  he  quitted  to  enter  into  the 
Gens  d'Armes,  where  he  was  made  Commander 
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of  a  Company  of  Boijrgignons,  and  was  killed 
at  the  head  of  his  copipany  at  the  famous  battle 
of  Minden.    His  only  fon,  my  hufband,  was 
received  into  the  fame  company  at  fifteen  years 
of  age,   and  was  thirteen  years  in  the  Gens 
d'Armes  5  which,  though  his  calumniators  have 
bafely  infuiuated  that  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
the  corps  for  mifcondudfc,  yet  they  dare  not  af- 
fert  it  publicly,  left:  fomething  more  than  the 
mere  dete&ion  of  falfchood  fhould  repay  their 
infamy.     My  hufband  quitted  this  corps  of  his 
own  accord ;  his  bufinefs  calling  him. to  Paris 
ii)  the  year  1782,  and  the  brevet  of  retreat  was 
given  him  -f  at  the  fame  time,  his  Commanders, 
the  Counts  de  Vertiilac  and  de  Challeys  can 
both  teftify,  that  M.  de  la  Motte  was  earneftly 
entreated  not  to  quit  the  corps  -,  but  he  deter- 
mined to  follow  me  to  Paris ;  and  having  re- 
ceived his  brevet,  he  departed  accordingly. — 
This  brevet,  without  diminifhing  the  merit  of 
the  other  officers,  paid  every  acknowledgment 
to  my  hufband's  merit,  and  to  the  propriety  of 
his  conduft  for  the  fpace  of  thirteen  years  that 
he  ferved  in  that  corps, 

Thus  not  only  his  birth,  but  his  behaviour 
were  equally  honourable  s  and  had  his  enemies 
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known  that  either  would  fo  well  ftand  the  teft, 
their  envy,  their  malice,  would  not  have  fuf- 
fered  fuch  a  difappointment  by  the  fcrutiny. 
Great  as  their  effrontery  is,  I  defy  them  to 
prove  the  truth  of  their  affertions,  I  defy  them 
to  prove  the  falfity  of  mine.     But,  alas  !  our 
condemnation  has  opened  a  thoufand  doors  for 
the  admiflion  of  the  mod  horrid  calumnies ; 
their  own  malignant  difpofitions*  their  own 
malicious  propenfities,  they  have  transferred  to 
me,  and  triumphed  in  thofe  epithets  upon  .me, 
which  could  be  applied  to  none  fo  well  as  them- 
felves.     But  the  good,  the  difcerning,  will  he* 
fitate  in  giving  ready  credit  to  the  reports  of 
fuch  people,   compofed  of  knaves,  libertines,- 
and  women  of  the  worfl  and  moft  abandoned 
defcription. 

Before  I  lay  down  my  pen,  let  me  advapce 
fome  precepts,  by  the  application  of  which 
many  of  my  own  fex  will  find  themfelves  much 
happier  than  they  are.  Perhaps,  I  have  great 
reafon  to  do  this,  and  very  juft  caufe  to  com-r 
plain  of  the  perfecutions  and  cruelties  with 
which  my  own  fex  have  purfued  me  fince  the 
ara  of  my  misfortune, 

Pelictfe 
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Delicate  as  female  reputation  is,  I  would  ad* 
vile  them,  as  they  efteem  their  own,  not  rea- 
dily to  give  credit  to  calumniating  reports, 
much  lefs'to  fpread  them  abroad;  I  would  cau- 
tion them  to  defpife  thofe,  who,  hacknied  in 
fyftematic  fcandal,  feaft  upon  the  bleeding  re- 
putation of  their  fillers,  mangled  and  torn  by 
calumny  $  let  them  demand  of  thofe  who  con- 
vey fuch  vile  infiriuations  fome  proof  of  the 
circumftances  which  they  relate  ;  let  them  lift 
them  thoroughly  to  the  bottom ;  let  them  en- 
quire the  chara&er  of  the  tale-bearer ;  let  them 
alk  how,  where  and  when,  and  whether  (he 
knows  the  woman  whom  Ihe  has  fo  eagerly  at- 
tempted to  difgrace. 

Alas!  I  have  fyfFered  from  calumny;  but 
fecure  in  the  impenetrable  mail  of  virtue,  I  re- 
main, though  vexed,  yet  unwounded  5  for  my 
chara&er,  I  challenge  the  minuteft  inveftiga- 
tion ;  me  they  cannot  fubftantidily  injure ;  but 
I  can  allure  many  of  my  lex,  if  they  would 
not  liften  to  fuch  dangerous  difturbers  of  tran- 
quility, their  happinefs  would  be  infinitely 
'  greater,  and  they  would  then  enjoy  all  that  doV 
meftic  felicity,  which  renders  earth  an  epitome 
pf  Heaven,   antf  their   hearts  would  not  be 
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gnawed  by  jealoufy,  nor  their  tempers  fbured 
by  chagrin ;  then  would  not  the  pure  and  fpot- 
lefs  chara&er  be  ftained  by  the  falfe  afperfions 
of  malice,  nor  the  brightnefs  of  virtuous  re- 
putation be  obfcured  by  the  mifts  of  envy. 

The  condu6t  of  a  dangerous  woman,  who 
once  endeavoured  to  fow  diifenfion  between  me 
and  my  hufband  here  occurs  to  me  ;  fhe  aflumed 
the  deceitful  appearance  of  hypocritical  con- 
cern, and  afFe6led  to  give  me  the  mod  friendly 
advice  /efpecting  my  conduft,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment fhe  was  labouring  to  deftroy  my  charac-> 
ten  By  thefe  infidious  whifpers,  which  injure 
more  than  direct  abufe,  my  friends  appeared 
ijnufually  referved ;  I  was  anxious  to  difcover 
the  reafon  j  at  length  I  traced  it ;  I  baniflied 
the  calumniator  from  my  houfe,  and  all  was 
quiet*  it  appeared  that  many  of  my  friends  had 
imbibed  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  me  from 
her  detractions  5  once  difcovered,  her  company 
was  fhunned,  and  fhe  was  avoided  as  a  difturber 
of  the  peace  of  Society. 

All  I  wifh  of  my  fex,  whom  I  eftecm  and 
honor,  is,  that  they  will  deafen  their  ears  to 
the  voice  of  Slander.  Should  they  do  this,  their 
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obfcrvancc  of  thi9  precept  will,  like  virtue, 
carry  its  own  reward  j  they  will  enjoy  them- 
felves,  and  they  will  communicate  to  their  fa- 
milies that  peace  and  tranquillity  which  cannot 
be  expreffed  \  nor  is  this  all,  for  by  this  con- 
duit they  will  conciliate  the  moft  refpedtful  at- 
tention from  the  worthy  and  fenfible  of  the 
other  fex ;  and  let  me  affure  my  fair  Readers, 
that  no  calumny  is  fo  certainly  believed,  as  that 
which  one  woman  propagates  againft  another. 
Lions  and  tygers,  even  the  moft  ferocious  of 
the  favage  brood,  will,  at  leaft  fpare  thpfe  of 
their  own  fpecies. 

It  would  be  endlefs  were  I  to  mention  all  the 
calumniating  reports  both  of  myfelf  and  my 
hufband,  to  prejudice  us  in  the  public  opinion} 
but  thefe  are  reports  of  a  party,  whom  Heaven* 
in  mercy  to  mankind, .  has  deprived  of  the 
power  of  doing  mifchief ;  yet  though  deprived 
pf  the  power,  they  are  ftill  bufied  by  their  en- 
deavours. They  now  circulate  reports  in  the 
newfpapers,  that  my  husband  has  prefented  two 
petitions  to  the  National  Affembly,  which  have 
been  rejected  with  difdain,  and  thrown  afide 
without  an  anfwer.  I  have  authority  to  con- 
tradict this  report,  and  aflign  tlje  true  reafon 

why 
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why  the  fubjeft  of  my  hufband's  petition  meets 
not  that  immediate  attention  which  fuch  a  peti- 
tion deferves ;  for  I  have  a  higher  opinion  of 
thejufticeof  the  National  AfTembly,  than  for 
a  moment  to  entertain  a  doubt  fo  injurious  to 
that  learned  body,  that  thofe  claims  will  not  be 
attended  with  fuccefs.  But,  immerfed  in  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufinefr,  engaged  in  adjufting  the 
different  interefts  of  a  great  nation,  and  pre- 
iiding  oyer  an  infant  Confutation,  fuch  mo- 
mentous cpneems  will  not  permit  this  illuftri- 
pus  Aflfembly  .fo  to  abflraft  its  attention  from 
th?  general  good,  »as  to  attend  to  the  lefs  im- 
portant claims  of  a  fmgle  individual.     I  am  a 
Frenchwoman,  and  4iave  the  love  of  my  coun- 
try at  heart ;  I  would  not,  therefore,  \vifh  that 
my  countrymen  fhoujd  lofe  any.  benefit  that 
ntay.eeccue  from  their  counfels,  by  giving  an 
interruption  to  their  deliberations,    however 
much  jlpy  own  intereft  might  be  dependant  on 
the  iflue.    My  hufband  is  of  the  lame  opinion ; 
he  thrpws  himfelf  with  unbounded  confidence 
into  the  arms  of  his  country's  Saviours,  and 
patiently  waits  the  moment  when  the  pillars  of 
the  Conftitution,  reared  upon  the  pytamidical 
bafis  of  Liberty  and  the  Rights  of  Human  Na- 
ture (hall  have  left  the  archite&s  of  this  glow 
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rious  pile  at  leifure,  to  direct  their  attention  to 
the  claims  of  opprefled  individuals; 

I  have  lately  received  letters  from  my  fitter* 
complaining  of  the  injuftice  of  the  Houfe  of 
Rohan  and  their  parti&ns;  Ihe  reclaims* the 
credentials  of  our  birth,  which  are  numerous, 
and  in  the  hands  of  Government ;  thefe  they 
unjuftly  refufe  to  deliver.  She  demands  our 
titles  of  Nobility,  but  Ihe  is  refufed;  every 
thing  that  might  intereft  the  Public  in  our  be- 
half, is  watched  with  a  jealous  eye,  is  kept 
back  with  a  ftrong  hand.  How  different  the 
treatment  of  my  antagonift. 

The  Cardinal  dc  Rohan  was  advifcd  to  give 
every  proof  of  his  innocence ;  it  is  true,  in* 
deed,  that  he  is  not  guilty  refpe&ing  the  neck- 
lace y  but  he  well  knows,  that  I  was  yet  kfs 
guilty  than  himfelf,  and  that  his  condu&  to- 
wards me  is  a  new  infamy,  and  will  be  a  yet 
greater  weight  upon  his  conference.  I  mean 
his  having  feized  upon  my  property,  and  what 
is  yet  worfe,  detaining  my  papers.  When  my 
lifter  requefts  to  have  thefe  delivered  up,  the 
Cardinal  objects  that  my  hufband  and  myfelf 
were  condemned  as  originals.  My  fitter  then 
/%  •  defires, 
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defires,  and  I  enforce  her  requfeft,  that  he  will 
read  the  arret  againft  us,  where  he  will  fee  that 
we  are  not  condemned  for  embezzling  the  neck- 
lace, for  not  a  fyllable  of  that  circumftance  is 
there  mentioned ;  we  are  only  condemned,  upon 
the  accufation  of  Vilette,  for  having  written 
the  fignature  of  Marie  Antoinette.  Shal- 
low as  this  evidence  was  againft  me,  I  was  de- 
fined to  be  the  victim  of  power ;  it  was  in  vain 
to  rempnftrate ;  the  Cardinal  was  powerful, 
my  fitter  poor,  and  her  complaints  were  certain 
to  be  out-ton'gued. 

Thus,  from  one  injuftice  heaped  upon  an- 
other, I  truft  the  impartial  will  readily  fee, 
how  the  influence,  wealth,  and  abilities  of  the. 
Houfe  of  Rohan  have  been  coliefted  in  their 
might  to  crufh  an  helplefs  individual,  who, 
unpropped  by  influence,  unfupported  by  wealth, 
had  nothing  but  her  own  confidence  to  bear 
her  up.  How  then,  when  the  intereft  of  fuch 
parties  was  to  crufh,  can  it  be  fuppofed  a  perfon 
fo  circumftanced  fhould  efcape  ?  My  weaknefs 
as  an  individual  invited  their  attack,  but  the 
ftrength  of  my  caufe  was  not  fo  eafily  van- 
quifhed $  to  effeft  this,  they  were  neceflitated 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  meaneft,  the  moft 
•(•  "  t         treacherous 
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treacherous  methods ;  my  hufband  was  to  be 
affaflinated,  and  my  reputation  was  at  any  rate 
to  be  deftroyed. 

I  have  to  entreat  his  Majefty  to  hear  my 
caufe  :  I  would  recommend  to  him  the  example 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth. 

One. day  that  illuftrious  perfonage  was  paf- 
fihg  the  wood  of  Boulogne  on  his  way.  to  St. 
Denis  ;  he  was  charmed  with  that  enchanting 
fpot ;  and,  on  account  of  its  being  fo  near  Ver- 
failles,  the  King  wifhed  to  poflefs  it j  he  en- 
quired of  thofe  around  him,  how  the  Religious 
of  Lonchamps  became  pofieffed  of  that  charm- 
ing wood  ?  The  Minifter  informed  him,  that 
it  was  given  by  Saint  Louis  for  the  portion  of 
his  fifter,  Saint  Ifabel,  who  was  a  Religious  in 
this  Abbey.  "  Well  then,"  replied  the  King, 
'"  in  that  cafe,  I  fuppofe,  these  will  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  regaining  it." 

From  this  anfwer,  the  Ladies  of  Longchamps 
apprehended  that  they  fliould  lofe  their  pro- 
perty; and  the  Minifter  inftituted  a  procefs 
againft  the  Convent.  The  King  one  day  en- 
quired how  it  went  on,  and  what  would  be  the 
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refult  ?  "  Do  you  think/'  enquired  his  Majefty, 
we  fhall  recover  it?"  ";As  aKingi"  replied  the 
Minifter,  "  your  Majefty  will  reepver  it." — 
<c  But  how  as  an  individual?"  rejpined  the  King. 
"  Your  Majefty  will  lofe  it/*  replied  the  Mini- 
fter.  €f  Well  then,"  faid  this  jnagnanimous 
Prince,  "  let  me  be  jadg?d  i*s  if  I  were  a  pri- 
vate njarv" 

In  confequence  of  this,  an  advantageous  ex- 
change was  agreed  upon  with  the  Ladies  of 
Longchamps  for  another  wood  near .  St.  Ger- 
main's ;  and  iince  that  time  the  wood  of  Bou- 
logne has  been  appropriated  to  the  amufement 
of  Kings.and  Princes  of  the  Bipod,  The  Re- 
ligious of  this  Abbey  carefully  treafure  up  in 
their r  archives  this  anecdote  of  fheilluftrious 
Monarch,  and  the  very  words  he  fpoke  on  the 
occafion,  which  I  have  myfelf  read  with  the 
greateft  pleafure.  When  I  recolleft  the  virtues 
of  this  great  King,  I  confefs  my  hopes  greatly 
ftrengthened,  that  my  Sovereign,  my  worthy 
Sovereign,  will  follow  the  laudable  example  of 
his  illultrious  predeceflbr ;  that  he  will  recoi- 
led the  unfortunate  Valois ;  that  he  will  pro- 
nounce the  fame  words  as  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
the  words  which  he  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 

Vol.  II.  E  e  Dauphin 
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Dauphin  when  he  prefcntcd  him  to  the  Na- 
tional Affembly.  This  hope  fits  fmiling  at  my 
heart,  and  with  a  tranfient  gleam  illumines  the 
cLarH  gloom  of  the  miferies  I  have  Tq  long  fufr 
tained ;  thofe  will  I  hope  be  recolle&ed  by  my 
gracious  Sovereign,  who  will  alfo  confider  my 
humiliation,  my  fubmiffion  and  my  refpe6t, 
convinced  as  he  muft  be,  that  I  was  undeferv- 
edly  difgraced,  and  moft  unjrighteoufly  facri* 
ficed. 

The  fubjoined  authentic  Memorial  will  int 
dubitably  fhow,  I  am  not  a  vain  pretender  to 
the  honor  of  Royal  defcent,  as  my  enemies  have 
Safely  afferted ;  fince  my  claim  has  been  invef- 
tigatcd,  and  admitted,  by  the  Officer  of  the 
Crown  whofe  province  it  is  to  afcertain  the  ge- 
nealogy of  the  French  Nobility. 


MEMORIAL 


(    4^9    ) 

MEMORIAL 

Concerning  the  Houfe  of  Saint  Renty  de  Valois, 
Jprung  from  the  natural  fon,  whom  Henry  the 
Second,  King  of 'France *,  bad  by  Nicole  de  5a- 
i)igny;  Lady  and  Baronefs  de  St.  Re  my.   . . 

Arms  of  the  Houfe  de  St.  Remy  de  Valois. 

Argent  *<witb  a  fefs  azure,   charged  nmth  three 
Jhwer  de  luces  or. 

HENRY  the  Second,  King  of  France,  had 
by  (*)  Nicole  de  Sayigny,  Henry  de  Saint 
Remy,  that  follows.  The  faid  Nicole  de  Sa- 
vigny,  ftyled  High  and  Puiffant  Lady,  Lady  of 
Saint  Remy,  Fontette  du  Chatellier  and  Nqez, 
married  John  de  Ville,  Knight  of  the  King's 
Order,  and  made  her  laft  will  on  the  12th  of 
January,  1590,  in  which  (he  declared,  "  That 
the  late  King  Henry  the  Second  had  made  a 
donation  to  Henry  Monfieur,  hts  Ton,  the  fum 
of  30,000  crowns  fol,  which  fhe  had  received 
in  1558." 

(*)  Genealogical  Hi/lory  of  the  Honfe  of  France,  by 
Father  Anfelme,  vol.  i.  p.  136. 

Hiftory  of  France,  by  the  Prejident  Henault,  %d  edi- 
tion, in  \to.p.  315. 

E  e  2  II.  De- 
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II,  Degree.  Fourth  Progenitor.]  Henry  de. 
Saint  Remy,  called  Henry  Monfieur  is  ftyled 
High  and  Puiffant  Lord,  Knight,  Lord  of  the 
Manors  and  Barpn  du  Chatellier,  Fontette, 
Jtfoez  and  Beauyoir^  Knight  of  the  King's  Or- 
der, Gentleman  of  thf  Bed-chamber  in  Ordi- 
nary, Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe,  and  of 

•foot,  and  Governor  of  Chateau-Villain;  mar- 
ried by  contraft  October  31,  1592,  %Ctic|ed  at 
Eflbye,  in  Champaign,  Dame  Chriftiana  de 
Luz,  (+)  ftyled  High  and  Puiffant  Lady,  relift 
of  Claud  de  Frefnay,  Lord  bf  Loupy,  Knight 
of  the  King's  Ordpr,  and  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
James  de  Luz,  alfo  Knight  of  the  King's  Or- 
der, and  of  Lady  Michelle  du  Fay,  Lord  and 
Lady  of  Bazoilles  j  died  at  Paris  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1621,  and  had  of  his  marriage  the 
fbn  whp  follows. 

III.  Degree.  Third  Progenitor]  Renatus  de 
Saint  Remy,  ftyled  High  and  Puiflant  Lord, 
Knight,  Lord  and  Baron  de  Fontette,  Gentler 
man  in  Ordinary  to  the  King's  Bed-chamber, 
Captain  of  a  hundred  men  at  ^rms,  died  March 

(•f*)  The  two  younger  Jtfters ,  Marina  and  Magdakn 
de  Luzx  were  married,  the  one  to  Francis  de  Choifat!> 
Baron  de  Ambouville ;  and  the  other  to  Benjamin  ds  San- 
ciere,  Lord  and  Baron  of  Tencrice. 
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n,  1663,  and  had  married,  by  articles  entered 
into  April  25,  1646,  atEffoye,  Jacquette  Bre- 
vau,  by  whom,  amongft  others,  he  had  the 
following  fon: 

1 

IV.  Degree.  Great  Grand-father]  Peter 
John  de  Saint  Remy  Valois,  ftyled  High  and 
Puiflant  Lord,  Knight,  Lord  of  Fontette,  Ma- 
jor of  the  regiment  of  Bacheyilliers  horfe,  was 
born  September  Q*  1649,  and  baptized  at  Fon- 
tette,  October  U,  1653J  married  firftNto  De- 
inoifelle  Reine;  Margaret  <le  Conrfiois,  and  a  fe- 
cond  time  by  articles  paffed  on  January  18, 
1672, -at  St.  Aubin,  in  the  diocefe  of  Toul,  to 
Demoifelle  Mary  de  Miillot,  daughter  of  Paul 
de  Mullot,  Efq.  and  of.  Dame  Charlotte  de 
Chaflus,  died  before  the  14th  of  March,  17 14; 
and  of  his  fecond  marriage  had  a  fon  who  fol- 
lows: 

V.  Degree. ^  Grand-father.]  Nicolas  Rcnatus 
de'  Saint  Rcmy  de  Valois,  ftyled  Knight,  Baron 
of  Saint  Remy,  and  Lord  of  Luz,  was  bap- 
tized at  Saint  Aubin-aux-Auges,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Toule,  the  12th  of  April,  1678,  ferved  the 
King  during  ten  years,  as  garde-du-corps-to  his 
Majefty,  in  the  Duke  de  Charoft's  company, 

quitted 
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quitted  the  iervice'  to  marry  by  articles  of  the 
14th  6f  March,  17 14,  Demoilelle  Mdry  Eliza- 
beth de- Vienne>- daughter -of  Nicolas  Fiancis 
de  Vienne,  Knight,  Lord  and  Baron  of  Fon- 
tette,  Noez,  &c.  Counfellor  to  the  King,  Pre- 
fident,  lieutenant-general  in  matters  both  ci- 
vil and  criminal,  in  the  Royd  Bailiwick* erf  ^Bar- 
for-Seine,  arid  of 'Dame  Elizabeth  de  Merille, 
died  at  Fontette  on  the  3d  &f  O&ober,  1759; 
and  of  his  matriage  had  two*  ions  ^  firft,  Peter 
Nicolas  Renatus  de  St.  Remyde  Fontette,  born 
jat  Fontette,  June  3,  17 16,  received  in  1744  a 
Gentleman  Cadet,  in  the  regiment  of  Graflka, 
Where  it  is  afTured  he  was  killed  m  an  engage- 
ment againft  the-  King's  enemies ,  and-  fecood, 
James*  who  fallows ; 

VI.  Degree.  Father.]  James  de  St.  Remy  de 
Valois,  firft  called  de  Luz,  and  afterwards  de 
Valois,  llyled,  Knight,  Baron  de  St.  Remy, 
toas  born  at  Fojitette,  December  22,  1717, 
&nd  baptized  January  1,  1718.  In  his  baptif- 
mal  aitteftatitiri,  which  contains  his  name  and 
condition,  his  father,  thereat  ptefent,  is  called 
and  ftyled,  "  Meffire  Nkolas  Renatus  de  Saint 
Remy  de  Valois,  .Baron  ,de  St.  Remy ;"  and  his 
aunt,  who  was  one  of 'the  fponfors,  Js  therein 

called 
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called  "  Demoifelle  Barbara  Therefa,  daughter 
of  the  late  Meffire  Peter  John  de  Saint  Remy 
de  Valois."  Both  of  them  figned  their  names 
to  it,  Saint  Remy  de  Valois.  He  efpoufed,  in 
the  parifh  church  of  St.  Martin,  at  Langres,  on 
the  14th  of  Auguft,  1755,  Mary  Joffel,  by 
whom  he  already  had  a  foil,  who  follows :  and 
died  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  Paris,  February  16, 
1762,  according  to  the  Regifter  of  his  death, 
in  which  he  is-  called  and  ftyled,  "James  de 
Valois,  Knight,  Baron  de  Saint  Remy." 

VII.  Degree.  Procreating.]  James  de  Saint 
Remy  de  Valois,  born  February  25,  17,55,  and 
^prized  the  fame  day,  in  the  parochial  churdi 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
gres ;  acknowledged  and  baptized  by  his  father 
and  mother  in  the  aft  of  their  efpoufals  of  the 
14th  of  Auguft*  of  the  fame  year. 

Jane  de  St.  Remy  <te  Valois,  bom  at  Fon- 
fette,  July  22,  1756. 

Mary  Anne  de  Saint  Remy  de  Valois,  bom 
jrtfo  at  Fontette,  O&ober  2,  1757. 

We,  Anthony  Mary  d'Ozier  de    Serigny, 
Knight,   Judge  at  Arms  of  the  Nobility  of 
France,  Knight,  Honorary  Grand  Crofs  of  the 
2  Royal 


(    424     ) 

Royal  Order  of  St.  Maurice  of  Sardinia,-  do  cer- 
tify unto  the  King,  the  truth  of  the  fafts.  certi- 
fied in  the  above  Memorial  by  us  drawn  up 
from  authentic  records,  hr  witnefs  thereof  wc 
have  figned  the  prefent  certificate,  and  caufed  it 
to  be  counter-figned  by  our  Secretary,  who  has 
.put  it  to  the  feal.of  our  arms.  Done  at  Paris, 
on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  the  month  of  M*y, 
in  the  year  1776:  (figned)  D'Hqsibr  de  Se-. 
rignv:  (lo^er  down)  by  Monfieui'  the  Judge 
at  Arms  of  the  Nobility  of  France : .  Duplesis, 
(andfealed.) 

We,  the  underfigned  Ju3ge  at  Arms  of  the 
Nobility  of  France,  &c.  do  certify  that  this 
-copy  of  the  prefent  JMemorial  is  conformable 
to  the  record  preferved  in  our  repofitory  of  No- 
bility 5  in  witnefs  whereof  we  have  figned  it, 
and  caufed  it  to  be  counter-figned  by  our  Se- 
cretary, who  has  affixed  to  it  the  feal  of  our 
arms.  Done  at  Paris,  on  \Thurfday  the  13th 
day  of  the  month  of  O&ober,  in  the  year  1 785. 
Signed  D'Hosier  ve  SerignY. 

By  Monfieur  the  Judge  at  Arms  of  the 
Nobility  of  France.     Signed  Duplesis. 
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No.  L 

L£TTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 

THE  QUEENi 

"  y  1  iHE  charming  Countefs  has  imparted  to 
JL  me,  how  much  you  Teemed  affe&ed  with 
the  account  flie  gave  you  of  the  little  ferviees  I 
have  rendered  her.  The  concern  alone  which 
fhe  infpires,  induced*  me  to  feize  every  opportu- 
nity of  obliging  her  \  for,  tertainly,  I  was  very 
far  from  forefeeing  fhe  would  one  day  be  in  a 
capacity  of  mentioning  me  to  you,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  remove  the  evil  impreffions  which 
my  enemies  have  ever  given  you  of  my  difpofi- 
tion.  Chance  has  therefore  befriended  me  more 
than  my  own  endeavors,  for  you  know  ill  the 
Vol.  IL  *  A  efforts 
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efforts  I  have  made  to  fpeak  to  you,  only  for  one 
inftant,  without  ever  being  able  to  compafs  it* 

"  Perfons  whom  I  imagined  my  friends,  and 
who  were  poffeffed  of  your  confidence*  have 
availed  themfelves  of  the  defire  I  had  of  termi- 
nating my  difgrace  to  ihake  me  commit  a&s  of 
imprudence,  take  falfe  fteps,  and  almoft  furely  to 
work  my  ruin  ;  and,  were  it  not  for  a  circum- 
fiance  as  extraordinary  as  that  which  this  day 
affords,  I  fhould  always  have  appeared  a  monfter 
in  your  eyes,  without  even. an  opportunity  of 
%  eftablifhing  my  innocence  :  but  hope  begins  to 
fhine  in  my  heart,  and  I  prefume  to  think  you 
will  not  difdain  to  hear  me.  Let  but  your  beau- 
teous mouth  pronounce  the  word  yes^  you  will 
behold  your  flave  at  your  feet,  and  this  day  will 
be  the  happieft  of  his*  life." 

No.  II. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

"Madam,  March  28,  1784. 

"  WITH  forrow  I  am  informed, 
that  you  will  not  vouchfafe  me  a  private  inter- 
view 
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view,  till  I  have  produced  the  moft  authentic 
proofs  of  your  having  been  impofed  upon.  You 
require  of  me,  in  writing,  a  compendious  plea 
toward^  my  juftification.  Although  fecure  of 
the  perfon  through  whofe  hands  it  would  be 
conveyed  to  you,  I  muft  own,  that  as  yet  not 
knowing  what  degree  of  confidence  you  Tepofe 
in  her,  I  would  not  lightly  entruft  a  writing 
containing  anecdotes  in  which  your  Majefty 
fhould  be  brought  in  queftion.  As  I  cannot 
poflibly  employ  the  hand  of  a  third,  I  ought 
(efpeciaily  after  all  that  has  befallen  me)  to  be 
extremely  cautious.  I  prefume  to  believe,  that 
your  Majefty  will  not  look  upon  this  a£t  of  cir- 
cumfpeftiop.  as  a  refufal  to  comply  with  your 
will.  Lwait  for  further  commands,  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  converfation  I  have  had  with 
the  Countefs  (which  fhe  will  impart  to  you)  1 
hope,  that  in  order  to  avoid  any  thing's  falling 
into  unfaithful  hands,  you  will  permit  me  to  lay 
before  yout  by  word  of  mouth,  the  particulars 
y<?u  require  of  me. 

<4  I  remain,  in  expe&ation  of  your  ultimate 
will  and  pleafure,  the  moft  fincere  and  moft  de- 
voted of  your  fubjedts." 

*Ai  No.IIL 
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No.  III. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
^  THE  QUEEN. 

April  3,    1784. 

"  I  AM  bound  to  fubfcribe  to  the  will  of 
my  majier^  and  look  upon  myfelf  as  too  happy 
in  his  condescending  to  liften  to  any  thing  re- 
lating to  his  JIave.  The  dear  Countefs  raifed 
me  to  the  fummit  of  happinefs,  by  telling  me, 
that  you  could  wifti  to  find  me  innocent. — 
Yes ;  I  am  fo,  and  can  give  you  the  moft  con- 
vincing proofs  of  it.  So  great  is  the  joy  which 
that  idea  produces  in  me,  that  every  obje&  to  me 
no  longer  wears  the  fame  appearance.  You  will 
difcover,  by  my  ftyle,  that  my  imagination  is 
exalted ;  I  could  wifh  to  defcribe  to  you  all  the 
fenfations  I  experience,  but  my  ideas  fucceed 
each  other  fo  rapidly,  that  I  find  it  ftnpoffible  to 
'write  coherently.  This  moment  of  blifs  has 
obliterated  all  the  pangs  I  have  endured ;  and  I 
the  more  willingly  forgive  the  authors  of  them, 
as  I  conceive  what  iacrifices  may  be  gladly  made 
to  merit  and  preferve  your  kindnefs. 


** 
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I  no  longer  delay  fending  you  part  of  what 
you  afk  of  me,  referving  for  a  verbal  explana- 
tion what  was  the  aim  of  the  Princefs  of  Gue- 
menee,  when  (he  wiflied  to  puzzle  you  with  a 
ftory,  in  which  the  Duke  de  Lauzun  and  the 
Prince  of  Luxembourg  were  brought  in  as  par- 
ties concerned.  Difcoveries  which  I  have  fince 
made,  have  let  me  into  the  knowledge  of  my 
dear  niece's  difpofition.  I  know  that  it  was  (he 
who  contributed  moft  to  my  difgrace,  and  raifed 
me  enemies  whp  have  been  but  too  fuccefsful  in 
continuing  it.  She  has,  however,  been  punifti- 
ed  for  it,  and  the  contempt  (he  in(pires  you  with 
perfuades  me,  that  you  will  eafily  perceive,  the 
falfity  of  all  the  flanderous  tales  (he  has  devjfed, 
ii)  ord?r  to  effedt  my  ruin, 

"I  at  this  inftant  receive  a  note  from  the 
Countefs,  who  tells  *  me  (he  is  fetting  off  for 
Verfailles :  I  fend  her  this  letter,  and  to-mor- 
rpw  will  difpatch  a  courier,  who  will  deliver  to 
her  what  you  require.— The  matter  is  fettled.-* 
Your  faithful  flave." 
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No.  IV-  * 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 

THE  QUEEN. 

"  Madam,  4pril%A<>  1784. 

"  PERUSE  me  attentively,  judge 
of  my  defire  to  be  again  favorably  received,  by 
my  recent  behaviour,  arid  dojufticetohim  who 
has  fufFered  all  undefervedly, 

"  Madame  de  Guemenee,  to  remove  from  my 
mind  every  fufpicion  which  her  conduit  might 
raife,  and  to  draw  me  into  an  unbounded  confi- 
dence, told  me,  that  (he  was  almoft  peffuaded 
you  was  acquainted  with  the  varicus  letters  I 
had  written,  in  order  to  raife  an  obftacle  to  your 
marriage  with  the  Dauphin  ;  that  thofe  letters 
had  been  forged  at  Madame  du  Barry's,  and  af- 
terwards by  her  fhewn  to  Lewis  the  Fifteenth, 
in  one  of  thofe  moment^  when  fhe  knew  how 
to  make  him  believe  what  fhe  pleafed  ;  that  this 
firft  difcovery  was  the  motive  of  the  hatred  and 
contempt  you  had  conceived  for  her  and  for  me  ; 
that,  in  the  next  place,  you  had  been  affured  that 
I,  flimulated  by  reveuge  for  the  little  regard  paid 

to 
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to  my  counfels,  had" written  to  the  Emprefs,  to 
inform  hfer  of  your  intimate  connexion,  with 
theCbunt  d'Artois  ;  'that  the  letter  was  written 
in  the  plaineft  terms ;  and  that  probably  the 
Chancellor,  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  and  Madame 
du  Barry,  had  improved  upon  the  expreffions,. 
as  the  difference  of  ftyle  evidently  (hewed  thofe 
perfonages  were  concerned  in  it~  '  *  That  is,* 
faid  (he,  •*  the  information  I  have  gained*     If, 

*  in  reality,  thofe  writings  ever  exifted,  and  you 
<•  were  the  author  of  them,  you  muft  never  ex- 
'  pe£t  forgivenefs,   nor  (hall  I,  by  any  means, 

*  take  a  (ingle  ftep  towards  obtaining  it  for  you ; 

*  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  was  barely  the 

*  agent  ir\  that  tranfaftion,  and  that  Madame  du 

*  Barr^,  to  whom  you  could  refufe  nothing, 

*  (after  the  fervices  (he  had  dohe  you)  prevailed 
c  on  you  to  lend  your  name  to  that  odious  vil-' 
4  lainy,  it  will  be  eafy  for  me,  by  fome  well 

4  timed  obfervations,  to  reconcile  matters  :  but, 
4  previous*  to  my  taking  the  firft  ftep,  I  require 

*  pf  you  a  fyicere  avowal  of  all  that  puffed.' 

"  This  account,  which  I  (horten  confidera- 

bly,  threw  me  into  a  (late  which  I  cannot  de- 

fcribe  :  aftonifliment,  indignation,  rage,  feized 

on  my  fpirits,  and  made  me  pour  forth  againft 

*  A  4  thofe 
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thofe  monfters  a  torrent  of  epithets  they  well 
deferved,  but  which  refpeft  forbids  me  to  repeat. 
Grown  fomewhat  calmer,  I  faid  to  Madame  de 
Guemenee,  it  was  impoflihle  fuch  fietefted  falfe- 
hoods  could  ever  have  been ;  that  J  tad  abfo- 
lutely  no  knowledge  of  them ;  and  th^t  I  cquJd 
not  pcrfuade  myfelf  any  one  had  beea  daring 
enough  to  ufe  my  name,  as  a  vehicle  to  in- 
formation fo  bafe  and  injurious.  *  I  cannot 
4  think/  replied  fhe,  *  that  you  a&  a  ftudied 
4  part,  or  that  the  difcoyery  pf  thefe  monftrous 
4  dealings  leads  you  to  fuch  violence  pf  paffion, 

*  in  order  to  perfuade  me  that  you  are  innocent. 
4  I  know  your  difpofijtion,  and  that  ypu  are  in- 
4  capable  pf  fuch  deceit ;  but  that  thofp  guilty 
4  writings  have  exifted,  as  alfo  that  the  Queen 

*  is  come  to  the  knowledge  of  them,  is  a  fk&* 
4  but  to  tell  you  in  what  manner,  is  more  than 
4 1  know.  It  is  your  intereft  tp  help  me  in  dif- 
4  covering  the  authors :  I  may  poflibly  facilitate 
4  you  the  means ;  but  let  us  have  a  little  pa-: 
4  tience ! f 

44  The  entrance  of  the  Prince  de  Guemenee 

put  an  end  to  this  converfation,  and  fliortly  after 

J  took  my  leave,  fearing  left  lie  (hould  obferve 

ipy  cirotion.     Several  weeks  clapfed  without  a 

*  poffibility 


(    9    ) 

poffibility  of  finding  an  opportunity  to  renew 
the  conference ;  I  was  only  tranfiently  informed 
there  was  nothing  new  ftirring,  and  that  q.  fa- 
vorable moment  was  watched  for,  to  enter  upon 
an  explanation,  though  matters  were  not  to  be 
hurried  on,  but  that  great  refervednefs  muft  be 
ufed  in  bringing  on  the  tapis  anecdotes  that  had 
occafioned  many  difappointments ;  and  that  an 
able  courtier  ftiould  never  ftir  up  difagreeable 
recolle&ions  :  that  I  might  depend  on  her  defire 
of  ferving  me,  and  live  in  hopes  of  feeing  my 
difgrace  brought  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

"  Thofe  flattering  promifes  contributed  a  lit- 
tle to  reftore  me  to  my  tranquillity ;  for,  from 
the  period  of  my  firft  interview,  I  had  ceafed  to 
$xift,  and  I  own  to  you,  that  I  was  thrown 
into  fo  great  an  agitation,  by  the  machinations 
that  had  been  put  in  practice  againft  me,  that  I 
was  repeatedly  tempted  to  throw  myfelf  at  your 
knees,  and  befeech  you  to  hear  me  ;  but  a  fhort 
ijefjedtion,  and  the  fear  of  making  an  fclat,  pre- 
vented jme.  Above  all,  the  hope  Madame  de 
Guemenee  gave  me,  every  time  I  met  her,  al- 
lured my  refolution  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fhe 
managed  to  make  me  believe  whatever  fhe 
would. 

"  I  was 


(     10     ) 

44  I  was  one  Sunday  evening  with  the  Prince 
cle  Soubife,  who  was  waiting  for  his  carriage  to 
return  to  Paris,  when  a  groom  of  the  chambers 
to  Madame  dfe  Guemenee  came  to  defirc  my  at- 
tendance on  her,  while  you  were  at  the  card- 
table,  intimating  that  fhe  had  fomething  to 
communicate.  The  fatisfaftion  I  difcovered  in 
her  countenance,  on  my  entering  her  apartment, 
proved  to  me  a  good  omen  ;  nor  was  I  miflaken 
in  it,  *  I  have  good  news,'  faid  (he,  4  to  im- 
4  part  to  you ;  fit  you  down,  and  you  fhall 
4  hear,-— I  faw  the  Queen  yefterday,  and,  by 
4  an  unexpe&ed  piece  of  good  luck,  the  convert 

*  fation  turned  upon  you,  without  my  bringing 
4  it  about*     I  eagerly  feized  the  opportunity,  to 

*  tell  her  lhe  had  been  cruelly  deceived  by  the 
4  reports  that  had  been  conveyed  to  her ;  that, 
4  from  the  time  of  your  having  incurred  her 
4  difpleafure,  your  exiftence  was  the,  moft 
4  wretched  that  could  be  ;  and  that,  were  it 
4  not  for  the  hopes  you  entertained  of  one  day 
4  juflifying  yourfelf,  you  would,  ere  this,  hav? 
4  left  the  court,  and  retired  to  Savernc.* 

44  If  what  you  tell  me  were  true,"  anfwered 
(he,  4i  he  would  have  fought  the  means  of  juf- 
44  tification  ;  yet  hitherto  I  do  not  perceive  he 

41  has 


(  II  ) 

tc  has  taken  any  method  whatever  to  effeft  it." 
— *  This  anfwer  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 

*  relating  to  her  the  converfation  you  and  I  had 
* together  ;  to  which  I  added  feveral  other  cir- 
c  cumftances,  which  could  not  fail  to  perfuade 
4  her  of  the  fallacy  of  the  fadts  reported  to  her. 
c*But  I  perceived,  by  her  anfwer,  that  more 
*-xhan  one  conference  would  be  requifite  to  con* 
'  vince  her;  for  which  reafon  I  did  not  think 

*  it  expedient  to  carry  things  any  farther,  or  to 

*  propofe  a  premature  explanation,  which  might 

*  have  ruined  all. 

€  I  have  an  infallible  way,  and,  if  you  will 

*  fecond  me,  I  make  no  doubt  of  fucceeding  in 

*  the  enterprize.— She  has  for  fome  time  paft 

*  wifhed  to  have  a  fmall  white  fpaniel  dog :  I 
'  know  that  the  breed  is  frequently  met  with  in 

*  in  the  Upper  Alface ;  if  you  could,  through 

*  means  of  your  acquaintance^there,  procure  me 
€  fuch  a  little  creature,  I  would  make  her  a  pre- 
1  fent  of  it,  referving  to  tell  her  it  came  from 
'  you,  as  opportunity  ftiall  ferve.* 

"  1  was  fo  lucky  as  to  procure  the  charming 
little  dog,  which  you  was  fo  fond  of,  and  took 
fo  great  a  liking  to.     Madame  de  Guemenee 

failed 


(       »      ) 

felled  not  to  apprize  me  of  it,  affuring  me  that 
(he  had  told  youf  that  I,  hearing  of  the  defirc 
you  had  for  a  little  Alfatian  dog,  had  made  all 
poffible  enquiry  after  one;  and  that,  having 
been  iuccefsful,  I  had  brought  one  to  her  with 
an  Arabian  name,  the  meaning  of  which  was 
Faithful  and  unhappy ;  that  this  account,  frr 
from  leffening  your  fondnefs  for  the  little  uW* 
fortunate  being,  had  encreafed  it :  from  which 
(he  drew  the  moft  favorable  omen,  and  hoped 
that  I  fhortly  fhould  be  obliged  to  change  the 
name  of  my  reprefentativet 

"  I  knew  not  in  what  words  to  exprefs  my 
gratitude  to  her  :  fhe  was  fenfible  of  die  excef* 
five  joy  Ihe  gave  me,  and  availed  herfelf  of  it, 
to  requeft  of  me  the  loan  of  a  pretty  confiderable 
fum.  I  would  have  parted  with  my  whole  for* 
tune,  thinking  myfelf  too  happy  in  being  ufe* 
ful  to  a  woman  to  whom  I  was  fb  greatly  ber 
holden.  The  eafy  compliance  Ihe  ha4  met  with 
enticed  her  to  make  farther  demands,  ^vh}ch  I 
could  not  refufe,  fhe  always  knowing  ho^y  to 
accompany  them  with  hopes,  with  foothing 
promifes,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  difficulties 
{he  would  find  ways  to  overcome,  all  which  fhe 
did  in  order  to  gain  time.  But  my  finances  be- 
ing 


(     *3    ) 

ing  greatly  deranged,  by  the  fums  I  had  been 
obliged  to  borrow  for  her,  and  finding  my  re- 
fources  exhaufted,  fincc  I  had  been  feveral  times 
obliged  to  give  her  a  denial,  (he  imagined  that, 
to  throw  a  mafk  over  all  her  iniquities  and  falfe- 
hoods,  the  only  way  for  her  was  to  ruin  me 
entirely  in  your  opinion.  She  knew  that  the 
Princefs  de  Marfan  had  (poken  to  me  concern- 
ing your  little  dog,  telling  me  (he  (hould  be 
glad  to  fee  me  come  into  favor  again  :  that  I 
ought  to  depend  on  your  indulgence,  fince  you 
had  accepted  of  what  came  from  me. 

"  Fear  of  my  difcovering  the  truth,  made 
her  contrive  a  very  fure  way  of  rendering  me 
odious.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  imprudent 
fteps  I  took  :  they  were  her  work  ;  and,  at  the 
moment  I  thought  I  was  complying  with  your 
commands,  (he  was  perfuading  you  it  was  a 
ra(hnefs  to  be  condemned  in  me,  that  I  only 
afted  thus  to  expofe  you,  ahd  that  I  was  in 
confederacy  with  two  or  three  other  perfons, 
whom  (he  named  to  you.  Thinking  her  work 
imperfect,  (he  wiflied  to  put  a  finiftiing  hand  to 
it,  and  to  give  me  the  fatal  blow.  To  compafs 
this,  (he  muft  firft  aflign  to  me  the  reafons  why 
I  dill  proved  unfuccefsful.     She  is  fruitful  in 

expedients  | 
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expedients.;  infinite  are  the  refources  of  Kef 
imagination.  I  was  fubdued  to  her  will ;  I  im- 
plicitly believed  every  thing. 

"  You  was  to  give  an  entertainment  at  the 
Little  Trianon,  but  the  time  appointed  was  yet 
diftant.  During  the  intervening  fpace,  I  pre- 
pared all  things  neceffary  for  mydifguife.  The 
long  wifhed  for  day  being  come,  and  following 
my  dear  niece's  inftru&ions,  I  flipped  into  the 
gardens,  where  I  was  not  long,  before  I  was 
furrounded  and  purfued,  like  an  owl  that  had 
intruded  into  that  enchanted  grove.  The  fhouts 
of  Monfieur  TAbbe,  and  other  very  mortifying 
epithets,  made  me  fee  clearly  that  I  had  been 
pitched  upon  to  ferve  for  fport  to  the  whole  af- 
fembly.  Irritated  at  having  been  diftnifled  in 
fuch  a  manner,  I  withdrew,  rage  and  defpair 
filling  my  breaft,  fully  determined  to  be  re- 
venged as  foon  as  I  found  an  opportunity.  This 
fcene  caufed  in  me  fo  great  a  revolution,  that  I 
had  a  fevere  fit  of  illnefs.  The  authorefs  of 
my  misfortune  made  moreover  a  handle  of  my 
unhappy  fituation,  to  fpread  a  report  that  I 
walked  in  my  fleep,  and  that  my  night  rambles 
in  the  gardens  had  broiight  on  my  diforder.  She 
ufed  every  method  to  turn  me  into  ridicule,  and 

to 
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to  raife  me  frefh  enemies,  who  fince  have  not 
ceafed  to  perfecute  me, 

"  Thefe  are  events  which  you  have  ever 
been  ignorant  of,  and  will  fefve  to  fhew  how 
far  I  have  been  the  dupe  of  my  fincerity. 

"  As  to  the  difappearing  of  your  little  dog,  I 
will  tell  you  what  I  have  heard  concerning  it, 
as  alfo  many  other  flories  laid  to  my  account, 
and  in  which  I  never  had  any  fhare;  having 
fought,  through  all  the  unfortunate  periods  that 
enfued,  every  opportunity  to  afford  you  inftance* 
ci  my  refpeft,  and  fincere  attachment. 

"  Thefe  are  very  tedious  particularities,  which 
have  made  me  forget  the  hour.  I  hope,  how* 
ever,  that  my  courier  will  arrive  time  enough 
to  deliver  my  letter.  I  wait  with  great  impa- 
•  tience  for  the  Countefs  :  Heaven  grant  (he  may 
bring  me  good  news  ! — Ever  faithful  and  un- 
happy.' ' 


No.  V. 


(     *6    ) 


No;  V. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

"Madam,  April  10,  1784^ 

"  I  EASILY  conceive,  that,  after 
all  that  has  paffed,  it  would  be  a  contradi&ion 
in  your  condu&  towards  me,  if  you  were  fecn 
to  grant  me  openly,  and  fo  fpeedily,  a  protec- 
tion, which  thofe  about  you  have  perfuaded  you 
I  was  undeferving  of.     It  would  doubtlefs  be 
founding  an  alarm  for  all  my  enemies,    who 
would  not  fail  to  come  together  on  that  occa- 
sion.   But  all  their  efforts  would  prove  unavail- 
ing, if  my  dear  mafier  has  a  defire  to  pardon 
>h\$JIave.     Sovereign,  equally  powerful  and  re- 
fpe&ed,  your  will  muft  ever  be  a  law,  which 
your  attendants  will  be  too  happy  in  fubmitting 
to  !     If,  however,  you  have  particular  reafons 
for  a&ing  with  referve  till  a  certain  period,  I 
will  conform  to  whatever  maybe  pleafing  to 
you,  and  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  re<- 
move  Whatever  might .  difturb  the  quiet  and 
happiuefs  of  my  dear  rnajler* 

"  I  dare. 


(N¥?    ) 

11  I  dare  to  hope,  that,  to  indeihnify  your 
fubmiffive^rc;*  for  all  the  contradi&iohs  he  will 
be  forced  to  experience,  you  will  condefcend 
^g&iri  to  enible  him  to  kiis  that  beauteous  harid, 
and  hear  that  charming  mouth  pronounce  his 
jtardon." 

No>VL 

LETTER    FROM    THE    QUEEN   TO 
THE  CARDINAL. 

April  28,   1784. 

"  I  READ  with  indignation  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  been  deceived  by 
your  niecd.  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
letter  s  you  mention  to  me,  and  I  qiieftion  whe- 
ther they  ever  exifted.  The  perfons  you  cdftl- 
plaiq.  of  have,  in  reality  >,  contributed  to  your  dif- 
grace,  but  the  methods  they  ufed  to  effeft  it 
were  very  different  from  fhofe  you  fuppofe.  v  I 
have  forgotten  all,  and  require  of  you  never  to 
fpeak  to  me  of  any  thing  that  has  reference  to 
what  is  paft.  The  account  which  the  Countefs 
has  given  me,  of  your  behaviour  towards  her,* 
has  made  a  ftrongcr  impreffion.on  me,  than  all 
you  have  written  to  me.  I  hope  you  wiU  never 
Vol;  II.  *  B  forget 


(  I*  ) 

forget  that  it  is  to4her  yoli  are  indebted  foryour 
pardon,  a$  alft>  for  the  letter  I  write  to  yoy. 

"  I  have  always  looked,  upon  yQtJ;  as  a  very 
inconfiftent  and  indifcreet  map,  which  opinion 
neceffarily  obliges  me  to  great  refervednefe ;  and 
I  own  to  you,  that  nothing  but  a  conduct  quite 
the  reverfe  of  that  you  have  held,  can  regain 
my  confidence,  and  merit  my  efteem." 


No.  VII. 

[TETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
!)  THE  QUEEN. 

May  6,  1 784. 
M  Y£S  ;  I. am  the  happieft  mortal 
breathing !  My  mofi^r  pardons  n\e:  he  grants 
me  his  confidence  ;  and,  to  compleajt  n^y,  hap- 
piiiefs,  he  has  the  goodnefs  to  fmile  upon  hia 
JJave,  and  to  give  him  public  fignab  of  a  right 
understanding.  Such  unexpected  favors  caufed 
in  me  fo  great-an  emotion,  that  I  for  a  moment 
Was  appreheniive  left  the  motive  fhould  be  fuf- 
pe&ed,  by  the  extraordinary  anfwer*  which  I 
nude.  But  I.foon  recovered,  when  I  faw  my 
abfencc  of  mind  was  attributed  to  quite  another 

motive ; 
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mc^ve  j  upon  which  I  ailumed  aft  air  of  appro- 
bation* in  order  to  divert  obfervation  from  the 
real  objedt.  This  circumftance  is  a  waiting  to 
me,  to  dire&  henceforth  my  words  and  actions 
in  a  more  prudential  manner* 

"  I  know  how  to  appreciate  all  the  obliga- 
tions lam  under  to  the  charmihgCduntefs.  In 
•whartevfer  fituatidrt  I  may  chance*  td  be,  I  (hall 
be  gratefully  mindful  of  all  that  (he  h&s  done  hi 
my  behalf,— So  mufch  for  that. — All  depends 
on  my  majkr. — The  facility  he  h&s  of  making 
bcSrtgs  happy,  makes  His  Jhtue  vri(h  for  the 
means  of  fallowing  his  footfteps;  and  being  .tie 
echo  pf  his  good  pleafure." 


No.  VIII. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO 
THE  CARDINAL. 

May'if,   1784. 

"  I  CANNOT  difapprove  of  the 
deiire  you  have  of  feeing  me.  I  could  wi(h,  in 
order  to  facilitate  you  the,  means,  to  remove  all 
obftacles  that  oppofe  it ; ,  but  you  would  not 

*  B  2  have 
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have  me  a£  imprudently,  to  bring  about  ittorft 
compendioufly  a  thing  which  you  mufl  be  per- 
fuaded  you  will  fliortly  obtain. 

"  You  have  enemies,  who  have  dofie  you 
much  diflervice  with  the  mtnijler^  (the  Countefs 
will  tell  you  the  meanirig  of  that  word,  which 
you  muft  ufe  for  the  future).  The  turning  of 
them  out  cannot  but  be  advantageous  to  you. 
I  know  the  changes  and  revolutions  that  are  to 
happen,  and  have  calculated  all  the  circum- 
ftances  which  will  infallibly  bring  forward  the 
opportunities  which  I  defire.  In  the  interim  be 
very  cautious,  above  all  difcreet ;  and,  as  there, 
is  no  forefeeing  what  may  happen,  be  referved*. 
and  greatly  perplexed  in  what  you  hereafter 
write  to  me/' 


No- IX. 

LETTER    FROM    THE    QUEEN    TO 
THE   CARDINAL. 

May  23,   1784. 

"  MENTION  was  made  of  you 
to  me  yefterday ,  in  a  manner  which  induces  me 
to  think  there  is  a  fufpicion  of  fome  intelligence.. 

I  cannot 
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I  cannot  conceive  what  can  have  given  rife  to 
fuch  a  fuppofition, .  Whatever  the  intention 
was,  it  was  not  gratified :  I  give  you  notice  of 
it,  that  you  may  be  upon  your  guard,  and  avoid 
all  furprize, 

"  I  fhall  go  this  week  to  T- — n,  and  fhali 
there  fee  the  Countefs,  to  whom  I  will  com- 
municate a  fcheme  that  will  certainly  be  pleaf- 
ing  to  you," 

No.  X. 

BETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 

THE  QUEEN,  . 

» 

"  Madam,  June  2,  1784. 

"  THE  Countefs  mifunderftood 
what  I  faid  to  her,  relative  to  my  requeft  of  en- 
treating from  you  an  interview.  I  fhould  be 
very  unjuft,  and  truly  indifcreet,  to  folicit  that 
favor,  whilft  thofe  obftacles  remain  which  you 
fo  kindly  acquainted  me  with.  This  is  exadHy 
what  I  jeftingly  faid  to  her,  not  thinking  fhe 
would  report  it  to  you  :— c  Charming  Countefs! 
4  you  are  very  amiable,  and  doubtlefs  deferring 
*  of  the  attachment  that  is  conceived  for  you  !--« » 

*  B  3  •  <  How 


4  How  happy  are  you  !  You  will  to-morrow  fee 
4  my  dear  majlcr ;  you  will  be  at  his  feet,  whilii 
4  his  faithful  Jlqve  Jives  under  a  continual  re- 
4  ftraint,  deprived  of  the  only  pleafure  he  could 

*  have,  of  feeing,  admiring,  adoring  him,  aud 
4  fwearing  at  his  feet  that  his  refpeft,  his  at- 
4  tachment,  his  love,  will  only  end  with  his 
4  life.  You  have  it  in  your  power  to  crown  all 
4  my  wi(hes  ;  it  depends  greatly  on  you.-— Hear 

*  me  !— I  fhould  indeed  be  forry,  did  my  mafier 
4  imagine  that  my  whole  conduct  had  no  other 
4  tendency  but  towards  ambition^  and  the  defire 

*  of  being  avenged  of  ray  enemies.  The  requeft 
4  I  preferred  to  him  of  receiving  me,  may  have 
4  raifed  thofe  fufpicions  in  him ;  which,  in  order 
4  to  remove  from  his  mind,  ajid  perfuade  him 
4  that  I  have  no  other  aim  or  defire  but  to  pleafe 
4  him,  tell  him  that  I  would  very  willingly 
4  confent  to  pafs  for  ever,  in  the  public  eftima- 
4  tion,  for  a  man  in  difgrace,  and  who  richly 
4  deferveg  it,  if  he  would  vouchfafe  me  the  fa- 
4  vors  he  grants  to  you.— This  confeflion  is  as 
4  fincere,  ,as  the  defire  I-  have  of  feeing  my 
4  wifhes  accompliflied.' 

44  The  Countefs  laughed  heartily  at  the  no» 
tipn,  and  made  her  account  of  entertaining  you 

>vith 
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Vith  it.  The  manner  in  which  fhe  related  to 
yofo  *our  converfation,  is,  no  doubt,  what  occa-r 
fioned  your  reproaching  iric.  My  crime  is  very 
pardonable,  and  indeed  I  rely  much  on  your  in- 
dulgence. You  are  fo  kind,  fo  ready  to  relieve 
the  wretched,  that  your  JIave  cannot  perfuade 
himfelf  you  will  much  longer  debar  him  from 
embracing  your  knees;" 

No.  XL 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN, 

June  12,  1784. 

"  THE  Savage  is  delighted— he  has 
juft  mentioned  to  me,  with  rapture,  the  fignal  of 
intelligence  and  kindnefs  which  he  received  from 
the  mafitr.  I,  in  order  to  perplex  him,  endea- 
vored to  infinuate,  that  it  was  to  the  Countefs 
and  not  ta  him  it  was  direfted,  which  threw 
him  into  a  violent  rage.  You  fee  how  jealous 
people  are  of  plfeafing  you,  and  obtaining  a  An- 
gle look  from  you.  From  that  inftant  Wie  Savage 
has  been  happy,  and  I  am  perfuaded  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  world  he  would  hot  undertake  to 
merit  your  efteem  and  countenance.     He  hopes 

*  B  4  you 
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you  will  become  reconciled  to  his  figure,  and 
that  his  qualifications  will  make  you  regard  him 
with  a  more  favorable  eye, 

"  I  was  in  hopes  of  hearing  from  you  before 
my  departure,  but  the  Gountefs  has  juft  told 
mc9  that  your  toilet  and  the  etiquette  of  the  day- 
had  not  ^left  you  one  moment's  leifure.— ^ 
I  am  highly  pleafed  with  the  tninijier  ;  I  don't 
defpair  of  feeing  him  one  day  ad  as. my  media- 
tor." 


No.  XII. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 

THE  QUEEN. 

July  29,  1784. 

"  MY  adorable  majlet;^  permit  your 
Jlave  to  exprefs  his  joy  for  the  favors  you  have 
conferred  upon  him.  That  charming  rofe  lies 
upon  my  heart — I  will  preferve  it  to  my  lateft 
breath.  It  will  inceffantly  recal  to  me  the  firft 
inftant   of  my  happin%is. 

"  In  parting  from  the  Countefs  I  was  fo  trans- 
ported,   that    I    found    myfclf   imperceptibly 

brought 
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brought  to  the  charming  fpot  which  you  had 
made  choice  of.  After  having  crofled  the 
Ihrubbery,  I  abnoft  defpaired^of  knowing  again 
the  place  where  your  beloved^rc;*  threw  him* 
felf  at  your  feet.  Deftined,  no  doubt,  to  expe- 
rience, during  that  delightful  night,,  none  but 
happy  fenfations,  I  found  again  the  pleafing 
turf,  gently  preffed  by  thofe  pretty  little  feet — 
I  ruftied  upon  it  as  if  you  had  ftill  been  there,  and 
kiffed  with  as  much  ardor  your  grafly  feat,  as 
that  fair  hand  which  was  yielded  to  me  with  a 
grace  and  kindnefs  that  belong  to  none  but  my 
dear  mafter.  Enchanted,  as  it  were,  to  that 
bewitching  fpot,  I  found  the  greateft  difficulty 
in  quitting  it ;  and,  I  fhould  certainly  have 
ipent  the  night  there,  had  I  not  been  apprehen- 
jfive  of  making  my  attendants  uneafy,  who 
Juiew  of  my  being  out. 

"  Soon  after  my  return  home  I  went- to  bed, 
but  prefled  for  a  confiderable  time  a  reftlefs  pil- 
low. My  imagination,  ftruck  with  youradora^ 
tie  perfon,  was  filled,  during  my  flu mbers,  with 
the  moft  delightful  fenfitions.  Happy  night ! 
that  proved  the  brighteft  day  in  my  life !-— - 
Adorable  mafter^  your  Jlave  cannot  find  expref- 
(ions  to  defcribe  his  felicity  !  You  yefterday 
•  -«  witnefled 
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•wkneflcdhis€tnbarrafliSxeiit,  his  ba&fulaefs,  his 
fikncep  the  natural  ef£e£ts  of  the  moft  genuine 
love  I     You  alone  in  the  uriiverfe,  could  pro- 
duce what  he   never  before    experienced.— 
Enveloped  in  thefc  pleafing  ienfationsy  I  fome- 
times  imagine  it  to  be  only  a  vi&mary  felicity* 
and  that  I  am  {till  under  the  influence  of  a  dream  ; 
but  combining  all  the  circumftances  of  my  hap- 
pinefs,  recalling,  to  mind  the  enchanting  found 
of  that  voice  which  pronounced  my  pardon,   I 
give  way  to  an  excefs  of  joy,  accompanied  with 
exclamations,   which,  if  they  were  overheard, 
would  argue  diflra&ion.     Such  is  my  condition, 
which  I  deem  fupremely  happy,  '  and  wifli  for 
its  continuance  the  remainder  of  my  life. 


*'  I  lhall  not  depart  till  I  have  hoard  from 


ybU 
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No.  XIIL 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

Augujl  9;  1784. 

."I  THINK  I  have  found  out  the 
opportunity  and  pretence  the  majler  is  wiflung 

for. 
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for.  Not  long  fiuce  I  imparted  to  him  the  &a& 
of  his  JIave  and  the  dangers  he  is  expofed  to,  in 
confequence  of  the  fiifpicions  which  his  affidui- 
ties  have  raifed,  Afdifcovery  would  undo  him 
fpr  everf  by  the  infinuations  which  would  ne- 
ceflarily  enfue,  and  the  ma/ier,  Ipite  of  Tiis  au- 
thority, would  find  himfelf  forced  to  facrificehis 
Jfovtf  left  himfelf  fhould  be  expofed,  through 
an  endlefs  circulation  of  tittle-tattle. 


€i 


We  are  fbmetimes  under  a  neceffity  of  be- 
ftowing  our  confidence  onperfons  who  are  placea 
near  us,  on  whofe  fidelity,  perhaps,  we  can  but 
little  depend,  and  who  often  avail  themfelves  of 
circumftanCes  to  drjtw  us  into  inconfiftencies, 
which  we  are  not  at  firft  aware  of.  Their  aim 
is  to  become  pofleffed  of  weapons  which  they 
know  how  to  turn  againft  us,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  their  fway,  anU  incapacitate  us  from  a£ing 
in  conformity  with  our  wiflies.  Such  is  the 
fituation  of  the  majler— thwarted  in  his  views, 
his  proje&s,  his  very  conduft  ;  he  fees,  but  too 
late,  the  danger  there  is  in  giving  one's  felf  up 
without  referve,  efpecially  to  the  wicked;  who 
know  how  to  make  their  advantage  of  every 
thing.  Not  knowing  as  yet  the  re^fons  of  the 
xgfcrvcdnefp  he  is  to  put  on,  nor  the  nature  of 

hit 
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.lxis  confidence,   I  can  give  him  no  counfel,   nor 
inveftigate  the  means  of  avoiding  what  might 
prove  difpleafing  to  him.— You  comprehend  my 
meaning. — I  muft  then  confine  myfelf  to  point- 
ing out  the  method  of  fending  openly  for  his 
Jlave,  without  the  nuniftery  the  P.  the  V.  the  B. 
&c.  being  able  to  pafs  any  reflection  on  that  pro- 
ceeding.    That  firft  ftep  being  fettled,  nothing 
will  be  more  eafy  than  to  continue  vifits,  which 
will  be  fandtioned  on  one  fide,  and  a  matter  of 
indifference  on  the  other. 

**  You  have  at  the  prefent  moment  a  young 
perfon   who  works  under  your  immediate  in- 
fpe£tion  :  I  know  that  that  perfon's  works  have 
been  pleafing  to  you,  and  that  you  wifti  to  pa- 
tronife  her.     She  has  made  a  clergyman,  a  rela- 
tion of  her's,  to  whom  fhe  is  under  great  obli- 
gations, a  partaker  of  your  bounty.     The  latter 
is  come  to  confult  me,  and  aik  whether  he  might 
hope  to  obtain  a  vacant  place,  which  would  be 
demanded  of  me  by  you.  Being  made  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  particulars,  I  dire&ed  him  to  d*a\v 
up  a  memoir,    which  will  be  delivered  to  the 

little  one,   with  all  inftrudtions   requifite. 

You  will  find  the  petition  at  the  bottom  of  your 
baiket,  and  will  judge,  by  the  contents  of  it,  that 

the 
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XheJIave  muft  neqeflarily  be  fetit  for  td  recelv* 
his  orders  from  his  tnajler^  to  whom  this  unaf*- 
fe&ed  tranfaftion^  and  the  eager  defire  of  com- 
plying with  his  will,  muft,  undoubtedly,  afford 
an  opportunity  of  (hewing  his  indulgence,  and. 
of  infenfibly   forgetting  what  has  paffed. 

"  The  Countefs  will  ftay  till  Thurfday,  that 
flie  may  bring  .me  back  your  determination  or 
your  commands. 

"  M.  B.  S.  T.  C.  B. — You  comprehend  my 
meaning.0 

No.  XIV.  : 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

44  Madam,  Augufi  13,  1784, 

"  THERE  is  a  proverb  which  fays,' 
*  No  good  fortune  ever  comes  alone  ;*  my  fad 
adventure  will  prove  the  proverb  falfe.  Do 
not  be  alarmed ;.  prepare,  on  the  contrary,  to' 
laugh  heartily,  and  to  make  game  of  me  at  our 
next  meeting. 


*t 


After 
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**  After  the  moft  complete  happinefs*  t  wa; 
fteaUag  away  to  the  paflage  you  know,  when, 
paflmg  along  a  quickfet  hedge,   a  loud  noife 
made  me  apprehenfive  feme  body  Wahted  to  fur* 
prife  me.     Terrified  to  the  lad  degree,  I  made 
but  one  jump  to  getf  out  of  reach.    Mjy  haftinefs 
having  prevented  my  taking  the  ufual  precau- 
tions,  and  (till  lefs  noticing:  that  the  rain  had 
made  the  ground  flippery,  Ifoundmyfelf,  lean- 
not  well  fay  how,   in  the  very* middle  of  the 
ditch. 

€i  The  Savage,  who  was  waiting  for  me  on 
the  other  fide,  perceiving  in  my  comical  fall  no- 
thing more  than  an  excefs  of  clumfinefs  on  my 
part,  burft  out  into  an  exceffive  fit  of  laughter, 
holding  his  fide*,  and  writhing  Hlroftlf  in  the 
moft  whimfical  mahneft  A'  few  fignificant 
words  ftifled,  for  an  inftant,  his  immoderate  rifi- 
bffityS  and  he  helped  me  out  of  the  rtiire,  into 
which  I  hadrfunk  pretty  dtefi 

*c  You  know*  the  ferious  turn  df  the  .Savage— 
would  you  ever  have  thought^  that*  after  L  had 
a$>prifed  hmi  of  the*  caufe  of  my  fright',  hp 
would  have  fallen  a  laughing  afrefti  ?  Undoubt- 
edly not.     Well,  off  he  goes,  twifting  himfelf 

about 
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about,  rolling  upon,  the  graft*  uaabletfr  utter  *, 
iingle  word-  Seeing  nothing  mope  on  the  op- 
polite  fide,  I  waited  wkhtolerabtecompofure  to 
fee  the-  end  of  this  extraordinary  raerriofteat. 
Whet*  he  was  grown  a  little  more  fedate,  I  told, 
him  feme  what  feriQuily*  that  I  would  be  carer 
ful  never  after  to  take  him  along  with  me;  finbe, 
info  delicate  au  occurrence,  he  behaved  with, 
cgpaj,  folly  and  indifcretioi^ 

4<  Do  not  condemn  m«  unheard/  anfwercdlie ; 

*  hear  me*     It*  a  rabbit  or  a  partridge  that  has 
•'frightened  you.     You  thought  you  law  the: 
•i  wh<4e  gzngM  your  heel*,  and,  without  refic&-* 
4  ipg  in.  the  leaft,  you :  came  and  played:  the  di- 
4  dapper^  to  avoid,  being  feen   by   them.— — 
4  Suppofe  yourfelf  in  my  place :  as  I  neither 

*  perceived  nor  heard  any  thing  that  could  occa- 
4  lion  fo  precipitate  a  retreat^  my  firft  motion 
4  was  to  laugh.  You^  relate  your  fright,  I  guefs 
4  Jit  the  motive  that  give  rife  to  it :  I  then  fur- 
4  vey  you,  behold  you  all  over  mud,  with  ywur 
4  breeches  torn  from  one  end  to  the  other— 
4  who  the  Devil  could  forbear  laughing  ?'-*— * 
I  myfelf  look,  and  fee  the  truth  of  his  account ; 
<?ur  eyes  meet,  and  we  join  in  chorus*  So  far  all 
was'  rightt    except  the  tearing  of  a  pair  of 

.   .  breeches, 
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breeches,  and  a  rather  filthy  mafqueracle  J  tut 
the  difcovery  of  my  thurfib*s  being  out  of  joint* 
brought  on  a  little  gravity  in  out  progrefs.— 
'Having  ftolen  in  unpefceived  at  home,  tha 
Savage  performed  the  office  of  a  furgeon.  Thanks 
to  his  balfam,  I  am  in  much  lefs  pain  to-day. 

"  The  Countefs,  whom  I  faw  this  morning, 
finding  me  with  my  hand  muffled  up,  naturally 
afked  what  had  happened  to  me.  Though  fvire 
fhe  would  run  her  jokes  upon  me>  I  told  her 
my  fad  mifhap,  at  which  (he  laughed  fo  immo- 
derately, that  fhe  was  forced  to  leave  me,  and 
go  into  another  apartment.  The  marks  /he  had 
left  in  the  drawing-room,  of  her  exceffivq  rifi- 
bility,  making  me  apprehend  a  fecond  fhower, 
I  withdrew  without  feeing  her  again.  * 

"  The  charming  laugher  will  not  fkil  of  tel- 
ling you  what;  fhe  calls  my  aukwardnefs ;  but  I 
hope  that,  for  this  time,  her  mirth  will  not  ter- 
minate in  the  fame  manner/*     * 


No.  XV. 
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No.xv; ■■  ...    . 

LETTER    FROM   THE   QgEEN  TO:, 
THE  CARDINAL. 

Aiiguftis*  178* 

.  M  LAST  night  I  received  the  packet, 
the  inftru&ions,  and  reflections  thou  fendeft  me 
concerning  Caloririe.  J  know  him  to  be  a  man 
who  would  not  mifs  an  opportunity  x)f  fettlhg 
himfelf  off  at  the  expence  of  any  perfbn  what- 
ever ;  but  I  likewifc  know;  that  when  I  havt 
reoommended  to  hinj.juiy  matter  what  foe  vef, 
he,  will  pay  regard  to  it9  and  pot  feek  to  thwart 
m&  The  objed  of  whiclTthou  tpeakeft  to  me, 
relative  to  the  Countefs,  has  no  manner  of  re- 
ference to  this.  I  am  well  pleafed  with  thee 
for  thy  detnand  upon  him ;  but  the  matter  of 
fa<St  is,  that  at  that  period  I  bhly  knew  thi 
Countefs  by  fight,  and  for  having  heard  he* 
fpoken  of  By  Madame,  who  was  her  well-\vi(Hfen 
The  encomiums  (he  pafled  on  her;  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  id  of  February,  did  all  th# 
reft.  ■   •      .  - 

V01UL  *C  "Ami- 
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Ci  A  minifter  is  often  forced  to  contrive  falfe- 
hood^  and  be  guilty  of  injuftice,  efpecially  when 
fure  of  impunity :  he  was  ignorant  at  that  mo- 
ment of  my  concern  for  her,  hor  do  I  wonder 
at  his  ufing  ipy  namfe,  or  that  of  the  mlnificr^ 
in  order  to  ay£id'.  all  farther  folicitations  from 
thee.  Morebver,  as  it  is  an  affair  of  the  firft 
magnitude,  and  that  requires  mature  delibera- 
tion, we  will  take  all  neceffary,  moafyres  not  to 
meet  with  any  pbftacles,  and  at  the  fame  time 
revive  the  faying  of  the  Do&or :  All  is  for  tfo 
^._^FareweU/y 

e •:•;:;.  '    \'.     No.  XVI.      ".    ' 

.itiTrtR  >ROM   THE   QUEEK   TO. 
'  ""         T#E  CARDINAL. 
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\-  "    '.  J*ugujti6,  1784. 

-„     .  , : ,        Ci  AN  obferyation  made  to  me  yef- 
Jerday,  with,  an  air  of  curiofity  and  fufpicion, 

will  ^prevent  my  going  fo-day  te  T n,  but 

wiilnQt,  for  all  that,  deprive  me  of  feeing  mj 
anuabj^^.    The  minifter  flets  out  at  eleven, 

to  go  a  hunting  at  R ;  his  return  will  be 

very  late,   or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,    next 

morning.    I  hope,  during  hia  abfence,  to  make 

•2  myfetf 
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jnyfelf  amends  for  the  tedioudefs  and  contra- 
4iftion  lt  have  experienced  for,  thefe  %w$  day* 
paft.  Imprudent  condudt  has  brought  me  tp 
Jthat  pafs,  that  I  cannot,  without  danger,  re- 
move obje&s  that  are  difpleafing  to  me,  and 
who  haunt  me.  They  have  fo  thoroughly  ftu- 
died  me,  and  know  fo  little  how  to  feign  and 
diflemble,  that  they  attribute  my  change  to  no- 
thing but  a  difcretion,  which  to  them  appears 
blame-worthy ;  it  is  therefore  very  eflential  ta 
be  on  one's  guard,  to  avoid  all  furprize. 


c< 


The  daring  queftion  put  to  me,  perfuadef 
me  that  my  confidence  has  t>een  abufed,  as  well 
?s  myvgood-nature,  and  that  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  circumftances  to  fetter  my  will.  I 
have  a  way  of  coming  at  information  concerning 
it,  but  I  will  firft  confult  thee.  As  thou  wilt 
play  the  principal  part  in  the  fchema  I  have  de- 
vifed,    we  muft  needs  agree  as  well  on  this 

point,  as  we  did  laft  Friday  on  the  S •    This 

companion  will  make  thee  laugh,  no  doubt; 
but,  as  it  is  a  juft  one,  and  I  defire  to  give  thee 
9  proof  of  it  to-night,  before  we  talk  of  ferious 
matters,  obferve  exaftly  what  follows:— ?Do 
thou  aflunje  the  garb  of  a  meffenger,  and,  with 
a  pared  in  thy  hand,  be  walking  about,  at  haljf 

*  C  z  paft 
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paft  eleven,  under  the  porch  of  the  chapel :  T 
\vill  fend  the  Coimtefs,  who  (hall  ferve  thee  for 
a  guide;  and  conduA  thee  up  a  little  back  flair- 
cafe'  to  an  apartment,  *  where  thou  wilt  find  the 
objeft  of  thy  defires."  ' 

No.  XVII. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO 
'   ■   •  THE  CARDINAL. 

Auguft\%,  1784. 

"  SINCE  the  ftep  I  directed  th« 
Countefs  to  take  with  the  Prefident  d'Aligre, 
concerning  your  affair  of  the  Quinze-Vingt,  I 
fuipeft,  from  his  aftonifhment,  that  he  has  enT 
deavoured  to  pry  into  the  motives  which  actuated 
me,  and  that,  iinable  to  make  any  difcovery, 
he'  has  fpoken  of  it  to  certain  perfons,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  ignorant  of  nothing,  and  who, 
perhaps, "on  this  occafion,  have  difiembled  their 
behaviour,  to  fhew  they  ftill  poffefs  my  confi 
dence.  The  reftraint  I  am  under,  by  their  re- 
doubled affiduities,  the  coiitinual  chit-chat  with, 
which  I  am  plagued,  their  anxious  and  inquifi* 
tive  looks  tvhen  I  anfwer  a  queftion,  in  fhort, 
every  thing  perfuades  me  that  they  fufpeft  our 
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Our  fecret  intelligence,  and  that  they  are  ufing 
every  method  to  acquire  the  certain  knowledge 
of  it. 

"  This  morning  the  mini/fer  converfed  with 
me  concerning  thee,  with  an  air  of  kindnefs, 
which  induces  me  to  believe  he  has  received 
fome  information.  As  it  is  not  the  firft  time 
that  has  happened,  arid  I  never  failed  to  ac- 
quaint, and  confult  thofe  peffons  I  fufped  as  the 
authors,  whofe  view  is  to  chain  me  down  ftill 
more,*;  I- ft  all -not  fail  to  impart,  to  them  my 
aftonifhment,  with  fuch  circumftances  as  will 
enable  me  to  judge  whether  my  fulpicions  are 
well  or  ill  grounded^    .  - 

"•Thou  art  much  in  the  right,  in  telling  me 
that  I  am  in  a  wodd,  furrounded  ^vith  whatever 
is  dangerous  and  venomous  on  the  face  of  the 
globe ;  but,  in  fhort,  we  muft  howl  with  the 
wolves  till  we  have  muzzled  them.  As  to  the 
miniftery  I  know  his  coarie-fpun  finefles,  and 
his  foible  for  me  :  they  know  his  brutality,  and 
what  account .  is  to  be  made  of  the  firft  ,ftrok$ 
from  his  tu(k,  and  that  is  what  gives  inc  (pints  i 
they  know>  that  in  circunxftancc*  more  delicate 
tbaa  the  prefent,  I  have  chained,  up  .tlje  lion. 

*C3  and 
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and  have  made  him  fee  and  believe  whatever  X 
pleafed. 

"  Thou  knoweft  what  it  is  prevents  my  get- 
ting rid  of  my  leeches  t  help  me  to  find  out  the 
way,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  hurt- 
ing me,  and  thy  defires  (hall  foon  be  gratified. 

u  I  expeft  thee  to-night,  at  the  fame  hour 
and  place.  I  hope,  before  that  happy  moment, 
to  have  got  all  out  of  the  minijler. 

J.  t.  R.  t.  B.  a.  V,  C.  S.  Adieu." 


No.  XVIII. 

LETTER   FROM   THE   QUEEN   TO 
THE  CARDINAL- 

Attguft  1 8,  1784.' 

• «  I  WRITE  to  thee  in  hafte,  to 
give  thee  notice  that  is  impoffible  for  me  to  re- 
ceive thee  to-night.  I  have  gained  more  in- 
formation than  I  could  wifh,  and,  though  en- 
gaged at  the  fcene  I  have  juft  had  withLaP — , 
I  will  conceal  my  refentment,  and  carry  my 
diffimulation  to  the  utmofl*    I  know  that  anger 

is 
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is  of  no  fervice,  and  therefore  take  the  refolu* 
tion  moft  fuitable,  though  contrary  to  my  own 
inclination.  I  will  not  kave  the  minijler  till  I 
have  wrought  him  to  my  purpofe ;  which  ot> 
je&  accompliihed,  I  am  not  at  a  lofs  to  find  a 
Ihelter,  and  if  the  bomb-fhell  burfts,  I  (hall  be 
able  to  make  the  fplinters  fall  on  thofe  who  fet 
fire  to  it.  Do  not  depart  till  to-morrow,  at  one 
o'clock ;  and  fail  not  to  be  this  evening  in  the 
walk  to  T— — -.  As  I  doubt  not  (from  what 
I  have  heard)  but  all  thy  fteps  are  watched,  it 
is  a  material  point  to  perplex  the  inquifitive, 
and  render  it  impoflible  for  them  to  realize  their 
fufpicione. 

"  The  Countefs  will  ftay  here  to-morrowt 
and  inform  thee  of  all  that  has  pafled.  Depend 
on  my  attachment,  and  be  perfuaded  that  Iihali 
know  how  to  treat,  as  I  ought,  ungrateful  peo- 
pie,  who  are  become  thy  enemies,  becaufe#tho« 
waft  hot  introduced  by  them.  Above  aU,  be 
difcreet :  I  rely  on  the  Gountefs  as  on  myfelf.^ 


C4  ,  No.XIX 
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:  ;  No.  XIX. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

Augujl  21,  1784. 

u  It  would  indeed  be  unjuft,  after 
the  confidence  you  have  granted  me  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  if  I  did'  ndt  adopt  the  line 
of  conduft  you  have  prefcribed  for  me.  Be  af- 
fured  that  I  will  facrifice  every  thing  to  the 
quiet  and  happinefs  of  my  dear  mafler.  What- 
ever may  occur  during  my  abfence,  *  (which  is 
become  neceflary)  he  will  call  to  mind  my  fin- 
cerity,  my  zeal  to  ferve  him,  and  my  moft  ten- 
der love.  I  am  not  fuperftitious,  yet  (fhall  I 
tell  thee?)  I  have  forebodings  which  I  dread  to 
fee  realized.  The  more  I  refleft  on  the  fecrets 
thou«haft  communicated  to  me,  the  more  I  per- 
ceive  the  poffibility  of  a  reconciliation.  The 
abfent  are  always  in  the  wrong. — When  once 

I  am  got  to  S *  a  thoufand  ways  will  be 

found  to  do  me  prejudice  :  I  fhall  not  be  at  hand 
to  clear  myfelf :  flander,  aided  by  anonymous 
letters  flying  from  all  fides,  will  be  the  weapons 
ufed  by  my  enemies;    and  then,   to  fupport 

them, 
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them,  will  come  the  handfome  F .     He  is 

not,  I  grant  thee,  an  ambitious  man:    he  is 
young,  amiable,  and  afpires  folely  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  pleafing  you ;  but  the  C- —  is  an  old- 
ftager,  whofe  affairs  art  greatly  involved,  and 
who  is  iufceptible  of  no  attachment,  any  farther 
than  the  gratification  of  his  intereft  and  ambi- 
tion.    Such  are,  I  am  fure;  part  of  their  at- 
tempts, and  the  terms  in  which  they  will  ad- 
drefs  you ;  if  inefficient  to  fway  you,  they 
will  have  recourfe  to  the  laft  contrivances. — I 
confefs  to  you,  'tis  there  I  dread  them  moft.    It 
would  be  an  unpardonable  villainy;  but  from 
their  indelicacy,  and  their  extreme  carefulnefa 
in  laying  hands  upon  and  preferring  thofe  writ  - 
ings,  it  is  plain  they  did  it  *>nly  with  an  intent 
to  make  an  ill  ufe  of  them.     However,  from  all 
the  reflexions  I  have  made,  I  think  that,  with 
^efblution  fupported  by  authority,  they  might 
be  compelled  to  a  reftitution.     If  that  method 
be  dangerous,  there  is  another,  which  appears 
to  me  infallible,  and  that  agrees .  perfectly  well 
iWitfc'  their  felfifti  difpofilion' :  I  will  impart  it  tp 
ifchee  in  tr\y  next  tetter.— Since  this  difcovery, 
my  mind  has  beenranxioufly  bent  on  finding  out 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  beft  expedient,  and  I  owl  * 
J  iiill  regjar  to  my  firft  opinion. 

"  I  (hal* 
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"  I  (hall  depart  on  the  feaft-day,  and  not  ap- 
pear at  V———  but  on  receipt  of  a  particular 
Order*  Meanwhile,  my  thoughts  (hall  be  oc- 
cupied with  the  great  objedt.  The  packet  will 
go  off  to-morrow  night.  The  caution  I  (hall 
ufe  will  prevent  all  confidence  that  might  prove 
dangerous;  and  if  unfortunately  any  furprize 
(hould  happen,  the  bearer  will  be  able  to  give 
no  indication  nor  token  of  intelligence/* 

No.  XX. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

Augufi  24,  1784. 

"  THE  courier  (et  out  laft  night 
at  half  paft  twelve.  The  Countefs  will  tell 
thee  how  I  contrived  the  delivery  of  the  packet, 
I  have  given  all  inftiu&ions  neceflary  for  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  my  two  couriers,  by 
which  means  I  (hall  hear  from  thee  at  leaft  oncfe 
a  week;  and  if  any  thing  extraordinary  (hould 
occur,  I  (hall  always  have  a  confidential  perfoft 
in  readinefe  to  difpatcb.  AH  my  equipages  an 
ready. 

m  To-merrojr 
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"  To-morrow  is  the  fatal  day,  when  I  rtraft 
part  with  all  that  is  dear  to  me.  This  refle&ioa 
depfeffes  my  fpirits,  and  occafions  me  to  feel  an 
lineafinefs  which  I  cannot  overcome;  yet  I 
know  that  my  abfence  is  neceflary  here,  and 
my  preience  indifpenfible  at  the  place  of  my  de* 
ilination.**-I  think  I  am  jealousy  a  dreadful 
malady  !  The  perfonage  in  queilion  difturb* 
my  brain,  and  makes  me  dread  my  departure* 
Have  a  little  coinpaffion  on  me ;  feek  to  xalm 
my  uneafinefs,  and  perfuade  thyfelf  that  I  ihould 
not  outlive  thy  infidelity.  Farewell !  Be  care* 
fui  of  thy  health,  live  happy,  and  fometimes 
beftow  a  thought  upon  the^aw." 

No.  XXI. 

LETTER    FROM    THE    QUEEN   TO 
THE  CARDINAL. 

September  8,   1 784. 

"  IT  is  very  aftonifliing  that  the 

Courier    is    not    yet    returned;    it   gives  «# 

unealinefs,  as  1  required  the  greateft  dilpatch. 

If  on  receipt  of  this  letter  he  is  not  yet  arrived, 

iifpatch  immediately  a  courier  with  the  incloied 

note  :  tell  him,  by  wt>rd  of  toouth,  whom  h<* 

is  to  deliver  it  to. 

*Thjr 


(    44     > 

"  Thy  departure  has  filenced  every  tongue ; 
whether  out  of  difcretion  or  policy,  thy  name 
has  not  been  pronounced.  People  redouble  their 
dutiful  attendance,  and  ftrive  to  make  me  forget 
the  fcene,  as  well  as  the  motive  that  gave  rife 
to  it.  The  advice  thou  giveft  me  is  impracti- 
cable. They  never  told  me  they  were  in  poA 
feflion  of  ■■  ;  I  only  furnnfed  it  from  beha- 

viour, reproaches  and  Ipeeches  which  I  have 
overheard.  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that,  let  what 
will  happen,  they  will  never  expofe  themfelves 
to  convey  any  writing  into  tht  hands  of  the  mi- 
nijier ;  but  I  fhould  always  be  uneafy  to  know 
they  had  in  their  pofleffion  what  could  difturb 
jny  tranquillity.  I  am  fully  refolved  to  take  a 
decided  part ;  but  I  have  made  fo  many  facrifices 
for  all  thofe  people,  and  the  miniftcrhas  fo  often 
accufed  me  of  inconftancy  and  ficklenefs,  that  I 
muft  abfolutely  have  a  reafon  to  aflign  to  him : 
not  that  he  loves  or  values  them ;  quite  the  con- 
trary ;  but  he  pretends  that  it  is  for  my  fake,  and 
that  it  is  always  extremely  expenfive  to  have  new 
favorites.     A  well-placed  fyftem  of  oeconomy 

truly !-~^Adieu !  To-morrow  I  fet  off  to  T , 

where  I  fhall  remain  a  few  days*  to  have  greater 
liberty  to  fee  the  Countefs.  Thou  hadft  not  told 
me  the  Savage  would  ftay  at  Paris }  a  very  ufelefs 
thing,1'  No- 
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■    fr.  JSfa.XXH.    , 
LETTER    FROM   THE   QUfiEN   TO 

the  Cardinal. 

-    >   September  8,  1 784. 

"  YOU  muft  have  received  a  par- 
cel which  I  fent  you  :  I  am  furprifed  I  have  not 
had  an  anfwer.to  it.  You.  may  judge  of  my 
urieafinefs  by  'its  contents;  1 1  hope  for  the  fix- 
ture you  will  ufe  more  punctuality." 

No.xxui. 

L£1*TER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

'September  1 3,  17&4* 

.    "THEmq/ler  will  fee  by  the  packet  I  fend 

Jiim,  that  hie  obje&  is  attained/and  his  note  be* 

come  needlefs.  The' courier  before  this  laft,  wa^ 

entruftedwith  a  letter,  foiriewhat  long,  relative  to 

his  attendants.   After  the  deepeft  reflexion,  th«t 

Jlcrve  thinks  that  the  maftervcay^  without  danger, 

follow  the  corunfel  which  he  gives  him;  for,  after 

$dl,  he  is  the  majler.    I  have/ent  the  Countefs 

afirull 
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a  fmall  phial  for  you,  which  contains  a  liquor 
drat  may  be  written  with,  and  nothing  appear ; 
but  being  (hewn  to  the  fire,  or  light,  grows 
black,  and  difappears  again  afterwards.  In  cafe 
of  any  thing  particular,  leave  3  wide  fpace  be- 
tween your  lines,  that  you  may  interline  with 
that  liquor.  I  faw,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
the  perfon  in  queftion,  whofe  anfwer  appeared 
to  me  to  be  evafive.  He  is  to  call  again  in  the 
courfe  of  the  week,  to  make  known  his  laft 
determination.  If  he  refufes,  I  have  another 
perfon  in  my  eye.  The  Qwntefs  will  commu- 
nicate what  I  am  prohibited  doing  in  this  paper. 

"  (t.  C.  E.  1.  M.  A.  b.)" 

No.  XXIV. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

September  23,  178^ 

•  "  JF  the^^i*  happy  to  contri- 
bute to  the  fuccefs  of  *he  grand  object,  under- 
taken by  the  majlery\it  thinks  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  before  the  execution,  that,  he  Ihould  re* 
inove  to  a  lefs  diftant  fituation*  The  moft  im* 
penetrable  veil  being  neceflary  to  coyer  tha 

author 
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author  of  the  project,  there  muft  fee  a&  irapofiU 
bility  of  tracing  tp  the  fource,  in  order  to  h* 
doubly  guarded  agaiaft  contingencies.    Ihavfi 
perfectly  felt  the  force  of  the  latter  reflection* 
There  i?  nothing    permanent  .in.  the  world* 
In  confluence  of  this  truths  the**tf/?*r*6poKcy 
Is  plainly  feen,  for,  in  cafe  of  a  revolution,  he  is 
fure  of  receiving  zfupport^  which  will  validate, 
his  claims,  and  prevent  the  triumph  of  his  ene- 
mies.    Divided  between,  hope  and  fear,  nrp 
fituation  is  the  moft  cruel,  and  my  exigence 
wretched*     Yet,  when  I  make  reflexions  oi» 
the  paft,  and  bring  into  coniideration  my  degree 
of  confidence  with  the  mq/lerf  I  fee  the  injuftiee 
of  my  fears.    The  hopes  of  feeing  myfelf  fboa 
within  his  arms,  gives  a  frefh  fpring  to  my  joy, 
and  reftores  me  to  my  iecurity." 

• 

No.  XXV* 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CARDINAL  TO 
THE  QUEEN. 

November aa,  17,84. 

"  THE  defire  I  feel  of  being  fer- 
▼iceable  to  the  Countefs,  and  to  remove  all  ob- 
ftacles  that  ftill  oppoie  a  public  receptionr  makes 

me 
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taefprlttife  tfvery  pdffible  method  to  fulfil  thofe 
two  obje&s.'  The  tnajier  will  judge  by  the 
proceedings  which  I  have  dire&ed  one  of  my 
dependants  to  aciopt,  whether  the  fuccefs  of  his 
felicitations  can  ferve  as  a  pretence  to  the  mu- 
tual defires,  and  remove  all  difficulties.  The 
Abbe  de  Sefaryes  is  to  refign  his  office  of  Mafter 
of  the  Oratory,  to  the  Abbe  de  PhafF,  by  extrac- 
tion a  German,  whofe  friends  live  at  Bruflels,  in 
the  retinue  of  the  Archduchefs.  As  a  difficulty 
exifts  which  you  alone  can  remove,  I  have  ad- 
vifed  him  to  go  to  Bruffejs,  to  ufe  all  methods 
with  the  Archduchefs,  to  obtain  from  her  a  let- 
ter of  recommendatiori  to  you.  As  the  bufinefs 
cannot  be  tranfa&ed  without  me,  tfnce  'tis  I 
who  furnifli  the  funds,  it  will  be  an  additional 
motive  for  bringing  me  into  recollection.  I 
had  proje&ed  a  fcheme  to  accelerate  and  prevent 
a  denial,  but  as  that  might  have  brought  you 
into  queftion,  and  raifed  fufpicion,  I  judged  it 
moft  prudent  to  decline  it.  So  much  for  that 
—you  will  allow  that  events  fucceed  fo  rapidly 
on  both  fides,  that  it  were  dangerous  to  proceed 
too  far*  So  politic  an  anfwer  from  an  afpiring 
fpirit,  aftonifhes  me  the  more,  as  the  aeras, 
fpoken  of,  are  yet  very  remote.  I  forefee  many 
difficulties  in  bringing  that  to  a  profperous  iffuc 

---that's 
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ihafs  underfiood — I  fhall  always  be  ready,  fcru* 
{mloufly,  to  perform  the  commands  of  the 
Mafter :  the  moft  pleding  would  be,  no  doubt, 
to  be  recalled  near  his  divine  perfon." 


No.  XXVI. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO  THE. 
CARDINAL. 

Dec.  12,   1784^ 

"  HAD  I*  followed  the  maxim  that  fays, 
€<  in  all  thy  doings  make  flow  hafte,"  the  acci- 
dent which  befel  thy  lift  letter  would  riot  have 
happened.    The  ekrneftnefs,  the  eagerntfs  of 
reading,  lirgihg  me  to  put  the  letter  io6  near 
the  light,  it  took  fire,  and  hi  fpite  of  dll  my 
endeavours  to  extinguiih  it,  could  fave  only 
fome  part  of  it;    To  hiril  that  underftand- 
eth,    greeting: — The  firft   padket    Was  gone 
off  when  the  courier  arrived.    Being  pfeffed  for 
time,  I  could  not  anfwer  with  regard  to  the 
Abbe ;  had  I  been  forewarned,  I  would  have 
faved  him  a  ntedlefs  journey.    We  have  made 
an  agreement,  never  to  gfafit  any  perfon  what- 
ever a  requeft  of  that  nature,  afluredly  the  Abbe 
will  not  be  an  exception  to  the  rule;  befides, 

*  D  fuppofe 
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fuppofe  the  fcheme  could  have  taken  place,  it  is 
clear  the  objedt  could  not  have  juftified  the  pro- 
ceeding. The  titration  I  am  in,  will  infallibly 
bring  on  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  The 
moft  fpeedy  difpatch  will  fhorten  the  exile  of 
the  Slave .     /  believe  it  is  underjlood" 


No.  XXVII. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO  THE 
CARDINAL. 

*  Jan*  I5»  J784- 
"  IF  it  had  not  been  my  intention  there 
fhould  be  a  myftery  in  the  purchafe  of  the 
jewel,  I  certainly  fhould  not  have  employed 
you  to  procure  it  for  me.  I  am  not  accuftomed 
to  enter  thus  into  treaty  with  my  jewellers,  and 
this  way  of  proceeding  is  fo  much  the  more 
contrary  to  what  I  owe  tomyfdf,  as  two  words 
were  fufficient  to  put  me  in  pofTeflion  of  that 
objeft.  I  am  furprifed  that  you  dare  to  pro- 
pofe  to  me  fuch  an  arrangement ;  but  let  there 
be  no  more  faid  about  it.  It  is  a  trifle  that  has 
occafioned  me  to  make  a  few  reflexions,  which 
I  will  Whpart  to  you  when  opportunity  offers. 
The  Countefs  will  deliver  to  you  your  paper. 

I  am 


(    5'    )  . 

I  am  forry  you  have  givctt  yourfelf  fo  much 
trouble  to  no purpofe" 


fro.  XXVIII. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO  THE 
CARDINAL; 

January  29,  17&5. 

«*  HOW  is  this?  Affeftation  with  me?  Why, 
my  friend,  ought  people  in  our  predicament  to 
a6>  under  reftrajnt,  to  feek  for  flrifts,  and  deal 
with  infincerity  ?  Doft  thou  know  that  thy  re* 
ferve,  and  thy  falfe  pride,  drew  upon  thee  the 
letter  thou  haft  received ;  and  that  but  for  the 
Countefs,  who  has  told  me  all,  I  mould  have 
attributed  that  pretended  arrangement  to  quite 
a  different  motive.  Fortunately  all  is  cleared 
up.  The  Countefs  will  deliver  thee  the  writing* 
and  explain  the  motives  by  which  I  have  been 
actuated  in  this  matter.  As  I  am  fuppofed  ig* 
norant  of  the  confidence  thou  haft  fliewn  her, 
as  alfo  of  the  token  of  truft  that  thou  wilt  give 
her,  by  laying  before  her  our  particular  engage-* 
ments,  that  is  a  more  than  fufficient  reafon  to 
make  thee  fecure,  and  remove  all  difficulties. 

*  D  «  Thou 
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Thou  wilt  keep  the  writing,  and  deliver  it  to 
none  but  me. 

<c  I  hope,  notwithstanding  my  diforder,  to 
fee  thee  before  the  holiday.  I  expeft  the  Coun- 
tefs  to-morrow.  I  will  tell  her  whether  I  (hall 
be  able  to  receive  from  my  Slave  %  the  6b  eft 
which  had  nearly  fet  us  at  variance." 


No.  XXIX. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO  THE 
CARDINAL. 

July  6,  1785. 

*  YOUR  fears  are  groundlefs  ;  the  coolnefs 
and  diflike  for  you,  which  you  furmife,  is  by 
no  means  the  effeft  of  inconftancy.  Put  the 
queftion  to  yourfelf :  I  long  to  fpeak  to  you : 
the  fteps  I  caufe  to  be  taken  towards  you,  muft 
needs  convince  you  of  it.  The  Minifler  re- 
turned from  the  chace  much  fooner  than  I  ex- 
pefted  him ;  he  was  ftill  with  me,  as  alfo  Ma- 
dame E when  I  difpatched  the  confidential 

perfon  to  you.  Do  not  depart  to  day;  beat 
ttn  o'clock  with  the  Countefs,  and  believe  that 
no  one  defircs  more  than  I  do  the  explanation 
you  requeft." 
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No,  XXX.  • 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TOTHE 
CARINAL. 

July  19,   1784. 

**  I  Believe  I  have  informed  you  of  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  fum,  which  I  deftined  for  the  ob- 
jeft  in  queftion,  and  that  probably  I  fliould 
not  fulfil  the  engagements  till  my  return  from 
Fontainbleau.  The  Countefs  will  remit  to  you 
thirty  thoufend  livres,  to  pay  the  intereft.  The 
privation  of  the  capital  is  to  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  and  this  compensation  will  make 
them  eafy. 

€C  You  complain,  and  I  fay  not  a  word :  a 
very  -extraordinary  circumftance ;  time  will, 
perhaps,  acquaint  you  with  the  motive  of  my 
filence.  I  do  not  love  fufpicious  people,  efpe- 
cially  when  there  is  fo  little  reafon  for  it.  I 
pofleis  a  principle  I  never  will  recede  from. 
Your  laft  converfation  is  very  oppofite  to  what 
you  related  to  me  at  a  preceding  period.  Re- 
flect upon  it,  and  if  your  memory  ferves  you 
faithfully,  by  comparing  the  aeras,  you  will 
judge  what  I  am  to  think  of  your  preffing  fe- 
licitations." 
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No.  XXXI. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  QUEEN  TO  THE 
CARDINAL. 

February  12,    1785. 

"  FROM  all  that  I  have  heard  concerning 
that  extraordinary  man  thou  telleft  me  of,  I 
cannot  look  upon  him  but  as  a  mountebank. 
It  may  be  prepofleffion  in  me,  and  I  know  by 
experience,  that  one  ought  never  to  judge  of 
any  body  from  the  report  of  others,  but  I  have 
many  reafons  for  not  yielding  to  thy  entreaties. 
I  am  not  fuperftitious,  nor  is  it  an  cafy  matter 
to  impofe  upon  me ;  but  as  thofe  fort  of  people 
have  fometimes  things  that  aftonifh,  and  there- 
by difpofe  one  to  believe  whatever  they  fay,  I 
am  not  in  a  fituation  for  fuch  trials.  Befides, 
it  would  be  very  difficult,  nay,  even  impoffiblc 
to  receive  him  as  myfterioufly  as  I  could  widi, 
and  thou  knoweft  the  cautioufnefs  with  which 
I  muft  a&  in  the  prefent  moment.  The  Coun- 
tefs  made  me  laugh  heartily,  by  relating  the 
laft  fcene  5  it  has  fomething  of  prodigy  in  it, 
•and  raifes  in  me  the  griateft  defire  tofee  the  grand 
Cophte.    Yet,  if  I  muft  believe  the  Countefs, 

it 
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it  requires  a  perfon  to  be  very  innocent,  in  or- 
der to  behold  the  myfteries  of  that  great  man  : 
though,  to  judge  from  the  circurtiftances  of 
all  his  apparatus,  I  believe  he  looks  upon  thee 
and  the  Countefs  as  two  fimpletons,  and  treats 
you  as  two  dupes.  Don't  be  offended  at  my 
franknefs :  I  promife  thee  I  will  judge  of  him 
in  my  own  perfon. 

4C  The  Minifter  leaves  me  as  little  as  he  can  ; 
I  do  not  yet  guefs  at  the  reafon  of  it,  but  fhall 
not  be  long  before  I  do.  Luckily  I  have  not  to 
deal  with  an  Egyptian,  like  thy  Caglioftro,  who 
guefles  the  paft,  and  foretells  the  future.  He 
is  not  poflefled  of  jhe  Talifman  that  gives  utte- 
rance to  the  ladies  toys,  and  indeed  I  am  ateafe, 
and  dread  not  any  indifcrction  from  mine. 

"  Excufe  my  follies ;  for  fome  time  paft  I  fo 
feldom  allow  myfelf  any  diverfion,  that  thou 
wilt  no  doubt  be  delighted  with  having  afforded 
me  the  opportunity  of  a  moment's  recreation/' 


FINIS. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


THE  foregoing  (heets  comprize  the  leading 
circumftances    of  the   Countefs    Dela- 
motte's  life,  as  narrated  by  her  own  pen,  the 
elevation  and  depreffion  of  which  alternately 
excite   aflonifhment  and   compaflion:    at   one 
moment  we  behold  her  the  chofen  companion 
and  confidant  of  the  firft  Princefs  in  the  moil 
brilliant  European  Court,  furrounded  with  all 
the  blandishments  of  its  voluptuous  and  fplendid 
attradtions ;  the  next,  withdrawn  from  the  fof- 
tering  rays  of  royalty  by  which  fhe  had  been 
cheriihed,   the  lamented  vidtim  of  fanguinaiy 
machinations,  condemned  to  bear  the  horrors  of 
a  loathfome  dungeon,  and  endure  the  feverities 
of  a  degrading   puniftiment.      Thefe   circum- 
ftances, however,  being  fully  in  pofleflion  of  the 
Reader,  we  have  only  to  remark,  from  the  nar- 
ration of  her  writings  and  the  example  of  her 
fufferings,  the  truth  of  the  facred  text,    that 
there  is  no  truft  in  the  favour  of  princes. 

*E  The 
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The  laft  misfortune  of  her  life,  which  ter- 
minated its  exiftence,  is  yet  receipt  in  public 
fecolle&iQn  :  it  has  now  become  the  office  of 
furviving  frie&4(hip  to  complete  this  work  by  a 
relation  of  the  melancholy  particulars. 

The  ci-devant  Countels,  as  fhc  ftyled  herfelf, 
having  completed  the  preceding  Hiftory  of  her 
Life,  was  induced  to  delay  its  publication,  from 
overtures  being   made  for  its  fuppreffion  by   a 
perfoh  pretending  to  be  charged  with  a  copa- 
miflion  for  that  purpofe  frorp  thc.tbep  highest 
powers  in  France.     Some  months  were  there- 
fore wafted  in  fjuitlcfs  negotiation,  till  the  un- 
expe&ed  flight,  and  confequent  embarraffirientsf 
of  the  Roy^l  Fugitives  deftroyed  every  flatter- 
ing profpecl  and  pleafing  hope  of  the  Couatefs 
being  relieved  from  the  difficulties  in  which  the 
pioft  vindi&ive  perfecutions  had  involved  her. 
The  difcuflion  of  inferior  objects  neceflarily  gave 
way  to  the  more  momentous  concerns  of  na«: 
tional  affairs  ;  and  the  fpeedy  flight  of  the  nego- 
tiator, who  had  impreffed  her  with  an  idea  that 
fhe  would  foon  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
fortune,  by  the  immediate  fettlement  of  an  an- 
nuity on  herfelf;  and  the  liquidation  of  her  hus- 
band's debts,  on  condition  of  giving  up  the  ma- 
jiufpfipt  and  printed  copies  of  Her.  Life,  left  her 

to 
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to  ftraggie  with  the  new-cfeated  difficulties  hie 
ikttering  aflurances  had  (6  greatly  increafed. 

During  this  time,  debts  ihe  had  unavoidably 
contracted ;  not  through  luxurious  indulgence, 
but  by  immediate  neceffity ;  for  iri  the  humi . 
iiatiiig  fchool  of  adverfity  file  had  been  taught 
the  ufeful  leflbns  of  frugality  and  moderation  ^ 
And  thefe  (he  daily  pradtifedj  with  patidrit  fub- 
miilion ;  yielding  to  her  reverfe  Of  fortune  with 
A  calm  compoftire  that  would  not  have  <h(hd- 
noured  the  rigid  maxims  of  the  moft  auftere 
philolbpher.     Thefe,  however,  (he  had  a  rea- 
fonable  profpa&  df  beiiig  difincumbered  front; 
But  her  tranquility  was  again  interrupted  by  a 
(hock  (he  little  expe&ed,  arid  was  lefs  prepared 
to  1  upport.     Without  previous  demand,  or  inti- 
mation, a  writ  Was  iflued  againft  her  for  a  debt 
of  30I.  faid  t6  have  been  cohtrattetl  by  her  huf* 
band  during  his  refidence  in  England;  and  (he 
was  fcrrefted  at  her  lodging*,  oppofite  the  Tem- 
ple of  Fktfa,  near  the  Afylurn. 

Here  the  fortitude  which  had  fupported  h*r 
through  more  trying  fcenes  forfook  her.  She 
Was  alarmed  With  the  idea  of  its  being:  a  fcheme 
bncfc  more  to  £ut  her  in  the  power  of  her  ene- 
inies ;  and  the  dread  of  being  again  immured 
tmid  the  horrors  of  a  French  prifoit  diftratfled 
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h6r  mind,     It  was  natural  enough  for  her  to 
entertain  this  fuppbfition,  as  fimilar  attempts 
had  before  been    unfuccefsfully    made.     The 
minion  of  juftice  frequently  admonifliing  her  of 
the  neceflity  he  was  under  of  immediately  con- 
veying her  to  prifon,  at  length  roufed  her  to  a 
due  fenfe  of  her  fituation.     By  the  perfuafive 
influence  of  a  guinea,  and  a  bottle  of  wine 
placed  on  the  table,  his  forbearance  was  ob- 
tained for  an  hour  or  two,  in  which  time  fhe 
told  him  fhe  (hould  be  able  to  procure  a  friend 
to  bail  the  a£kiqn.     The  fellow's  fcruples  being 
thus  filenced,  he  was  lefs  attentive  to  his  pri- 
soner than  the  pafling  flrangers  of  the  ftreet, 
his  attention  being  occupied    by  looking  out 
of  the  window,      The    Countefs,    imagining 
this  would  be  a  favourable  opportunity  to  ex- 
tricate herfelf  from  the  fell  gripe  of  her  mer- 
cilefs   purfuer,   with  much  art  and  dexterity 
flipped  out  of  the  room,  and  locking  the  door 
on  the  outfide,  thought  of  her  efcape';  flie  ran 
into  a  neighbouring  houfe,    while  the   bailiff, 
fenfible  of  the  trick,  remained  at  the  window, 
coolly  obferving  what  courfe  (he  would  take. 
Being  fatisfied  of  this,  he  foon  liberated  himfelf 
and  followed  her.  He  fearched  the  houfe,  which 
flie  vainly  hoped  would  have  proved  her  afy- 
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lum,  without  effeft,  till  reaching  the  two  pair 
of  flairs  back  room,  the  door  of  which  was 
locked,  he  concluded  the  unhappy  fugitive  had 
taken  refuge  in  it,  and  without  hefitation  broke 
it  open.  This  he  had  no  fooner  accomplished, 
than,  maddening  with  the  idea  of  being  again 
in  his  power,  (he  threw  up  the  window,  and 
jumped  out  before  he  could  fecure  her. 

By  the  ra(h  a&  of  this  frantic  moment,  fall- 
irig  againft  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  (he  broke  one  of 
her  thighs,  (battered  her  knee-pan,  beat  in  one 
of  her  eyes,  disfigured  her  face,  and  otherwise 
bruifed  her  body  in  a  manner  too  (hocking  to 
relate.     The  blood  iffued  with  a  violence  from 
her  wounds,  that  for  a  while  refifted  every  ef- 
fort to  flop  its  courfe,  fufpended  animation,  and 
imprefled  the  idea  of  immediate  diffolution.  Re- 
covering, however,  from  thefe  dangerous  fymp- 
toms,  (he  was  at  length,  with  much  care  though 
great  difficulty,  conveyed  to  her  lodgings.    But 
while  the  feelings  of  the  furrounding  fpe&ators 
were  agonized  with  humane  (ympathy  at  this 
horrid  fpeftacle,  the  officer,  with  a  difgraceful 
apathy,  was  only  intent  to  maintain  the  legality 
of  his   caption,   and  refufed  to  furrender  the 
mangled  carcafe  till  he  had  good  bail  for  its  fe- 
curity.     This  was  obtained  from  a  gentleman, 

who 
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who  has  (met  ttmtefted  the  validity  of  the  writ, 

and  nonfuited  the  party  with    whom  it  origi- 
nated. 

She  continued  for  ftnhe  weeks  irt  a  4otot*ful 
ftateof  painful  fuffering;  and  her  irieiids  rather 
cherifhed  than  entertained  the  hope   of  htr  re- 
covery-   The  exertions  of  her  (Itrgeon  however 
feertied  to  co-operate  with  their  wifhes,  and  ftis 
flcill  effeded  more  than  their  warmeft  hopes  ex- 
pe&ed.  No  lefs  diftinguifhed  by  humanity  than 
profeflional  ability,  it  is  a  tribute  enforced  by 
truth  to  mention  the  name  of  Mr.  Forfter,  fut< 
geon,  near  the  afyium. 

About  the  expiration  of  the  ninth  week  (he 
was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  judged  out  of  dag- 
ger.    Her  fpirits,  which  had  never  fbrfaken  her 
during  this  fevere  trial,  feemed  now  to  have  re^ 
covered  much  of  their  wonted  brilliancy.    H& 
friends  rejoiced  in  the  event ;  but  their  impnl* 
dence  foon  put  an  end  to  every  flattering  pro-* 
fpe&.     On  Sunday,  the  a  i  ft  day  of  Aupifo 
1 79 1 ,  they  inconfiderately  gave  her  forae  mul- 
berries, of  which  flie  was  extremely  fond,  to 
cat ;  they  had  an  immediate  and  fatal  effe#?  fa 
fcarcely  had  they  fettled  on  her  ftortiach,  before 
(he  fwelled  to  an  aftoniihing  degree*  and  was 
fcized  with  a  violent  vomitting,  which  offi'*" 
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i\ued  with  little  intermiflion  till  the  Tuefday 
night  follpwing,   when  (he  expired.     She  was 
privately  interred  in  the  lower  burying-ground, 
at  Lambeth,  on  the  Friday  following,  aged  35. 
Such  was  the  melancholy  termination  of  the 
Jife  of  that   extraordinary  woman,   Jean  de  St. 
Reray  de  Valois.     In  whofe  character,  what- 
ever may  be  faid  by  the  rigid  daughters  of  chaf- 
tity  in  the  infolence  of  virtue,  there  were  many 
good  and  amiable  traits.     In  her  difpofition  (he 
was  generous  and  humane  ;  in  behaviour  affable 
and  engaging;  and  in  her  converfation  fprightly 
and  entertaining ;  the  life  and  fpirit  of  whatever 
circle  (he  appeared  in ;  and  from  the  fuperiority 
of  her  mental  endowments,  the  envy  or  admi- 
ration of  whoever  knew  them.     She  poffefled  a 
mafculine  fpirit,  foaring  far  beyond  the  timidity 
pf  her  fex,  which  fupported  her  through  every 
perilous  trial,  except  that  which  accelerated  her 
diflblution.  Her  appeal  is  now  made  to  a  higher 
tribunal ;  if  on  earth  (he  had  the  vices  detrac- 
tion has  painted,  let  her  death  expiate  them, 
and  her  grave  conceal  them. 
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